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CONFIDENTIAL

F DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY '
HEADQUARTERS
STH SPECTAL FCRCES GROUP (ATIRBORNE), IST SPECTAL FORCES
APO San Francisco 95240

AVGB.C 15 November 1566

SUBJEST: Operatvionai Report :f 5un Special Forces Group (Abn) for Periud Ending
31 Ocisver 1568, RCS CBFOR-65 (Ri} (V)

PETIUES Camarding Gereral, United States Army, Vietnam
ATTN: AVHGC.DST, APO San Francisco 96375
Cirmander-in- %t .ef, United States Army, Pacific
ATTN: GPOP-DT. APO San Francisco 96558

T0: Assistant Chief cof Staff for Fcrce Devslopment

Depariment of the Army
Washingi.cn, D.C, 2C31C

2 {C; Secticrn :, Cperations:

Liricant Activities,

oz ieme

(%% Ty advise and assist the VNSF,

{¢? Tc¢c act a5 Sector,Bubsector advisors as directed by COMUSMACY,
’4} T: provide inteiligence tc COMUSMACY,

(e} To conduct srecial operaiicns.

{£}) T¢ corduct the MACV Recondc School, DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

Zogeqc;—:r CONFIDENTIAL

Inelosure

24 1YS




CONFIDENTIAL

AVGB-C 15 November 1568
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Pericd Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 (R1) (U)

(2} Organizational Structure, See organizational chart at inciosure 1,
troop digsposition lists at inclosure 3, and CTZ maps at inclesure L,

(5) Cermanders and Key Personnel, See list at inclosyre Z.

— ————— i — ——

{1:) Situaticn ay the Beginning of the Reporting Period, At the end of
the Llast quarter. inie.iigence indicated that the enemy Was procably prepating
for another country-wide offensive, Enemy forces in all four Corps Tactical
Zmes appeared to Be avoiding major contacts in ar. effort to retrain and
resupp:y 3fter the failure of the second general offensive in May and early
June, Ir I CTZ THUONG DUC (A-109) continued to be threatened by the 3Iist
and il41st NVA Indeperdent Regiments and the 21st Regiment of the Znd N7A
Division, Havine overrun the outer line of Campns, A SHAU (A-10 ). LANG VEI
(A=301), and KMAM DS (A-105). the enemy now seemed intent on trving tc smash
the inner lire, In 1II CTZ enemy forces were building up west of BAN ME THUOC
a1ong cvhe Cambcdian Border, In III CTZ enemy forces were a constant menace
%7) Camps along the birder, VC local force battalions were the main ihreat in

Corps, :

(5) Operavicns, The statisticai data on operations conducted during the
reporting period ares shown at inclosure 5. The long anticipated Third Offensive
began on 18 August in TAY NINH Province; then spread siowly to the other Corps.
The most significant action for Special Forces occurred in II CTZ at Cawp ©C
LAP |A-23G; tetween 23 and 27 August, Three NVA regiments; the 66th, the
3z0th, and the 95C. scught to overrun both the CIDG Camp and the near-by G7N
District Headquarters., With the help of the 2nd and 5th MSFC the Camp rspelled
the enemy wno suffered more than 800 casualties in the entire vatilis, Seven
other Special Forces camps received major ground attacks during this period:

HA THANH (A-10L) and THUONG DUC (A-109) in I CT7; DAK SFRANG (A-2k2) in I CT%s
and KATUM {A-322). LOC NINH (A-331}, BEN SOI (A-136), and THIEN NGOV {A-323;
in III CTZ, In each attack the enemy was repulsed; often snffering excessive
casyalties when compared to aliied losses, In IV CTZ several large weapon
caches were discovered, Also in IV Corps the Chieu Hoi rate climbed to one

of its highes* points in two years, (See Inclosure 9 and 10 fcr After Action
Reports c¢n HA THANH (A-104) and THUONG DUC (A-109), Reports on the cther
major batties are being published separately.)

(é) Situation at the End of the Period, Except for *he rathe: feeble
Third Offensive in late August. the enemv generally avoided contact viuoughe
out this period. Intelligence indicated that larege numhers of enemy troons
had moved into base areas alcng the berders of SOUTH VISTMAM, Such units as
the 308th and 320th NVA divisions were believed to have returnea t. NORTH
VIETNAM, One inteiprevation was that enemy unit: were regrour -~ and resup-
plying for another attempt at a2 country-wide of,ensi-e; possib - 1n iate
November or early December, If this is correct constant pres:ure by Allied

Forces might spoil such plans just as such pre ‘. e probabiy it = -4 the enemy’s
Third Offensive, Another view was that the enc .; beaten mi” :t - would take
one step back in order to take two forward orn tie poil: 2°. ‘1 n- \ derline
in military activity ccupled with a cease-fire aegciiimed at P = “ht
generate presgsaure both at home and abroad for the United “tare “drav
INCL P4
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AVAB=C 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operationai Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 October 15¢8, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

from VIETNAM. The NIF,/VC, even without direct North Vietnamese aid, wouid then
Ye free to return to their subversive-terrorist activities of the pre-1965
period, If this i{s the enemy strategy, then Allied Forces must begin planning
Low to win the political phase of the war, Such a task promises to be even
more difficult than was the military phage,

(7) Changes in Orgarization,

(a) A concept paper was prepared on 21 September 1968 by MACJ32L in
coordination with Sth SFGA on the rcle the CIDG program wonld play ° . a post-
military phase.

(b) HNew Camp Strike Force (CSF) T(Es were published on 30 September,
(See Inclosure 1i) - '

(¢) In II CTZ Detachment B-20 was reorganized into the 2nd MSFC with its
headquarters at PIEIKU., Detachmrnt B-55 at NHA TRANG became the 5th MSFC, In
III CTZ the 36th MSFC was redesignated the 3rd MSFC,

(d) 1In III CTZ Det B=35 HAU NGHIA, was closed and its "A" detachments,
A-351 and A-352; were placed under B=32 at TAY NINH,

(e; In IV CTZ Detachment B-=Li was deactivated and its mission was assumed
by MACV Advisorv Team 6,

(8) A list of VIFs whc visited this headquarters during the reporting
period is found ati Inclosure 6,

(9) A sketch of the new SZ buiiding at Company C is lccated at Inclosure
Te '

(10) Inclosure 8 1s an interrogation report on a Cambodian agent who
penetrated Camp KATUM (A-323),

(i1, Tre I Corps Tactical Zone Current Plan/Concepts, marked SECRET, is
contained in Inclosure 12,

(12) Increased =1r support to Sth SFGA has heen requested from USARV,

1See Inc%osure 13 for significant port ons of the study made t¢ justify this
reguest.,

{13) An After Action Report on Satchel Charges is found at Inclosure I3,

(14} The Aupust, September and October issues of the Green Beret Mzgazine
are attached as I-clcsure 16,

zicL CONFIDTNTIAL




AVGBC _ 15 November .1';'-:'-8
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Gth Sroclal Forces troup \aon} for Feriod Eriing
31 Octcher Y968, RCS CSFCR-55 {R1) (D)

b, Intelligence.
10 " C ticgl 2 R
(1} 1 Corps Tacticsl Zone

{a) In early Aumust the total enemy strength was approximately 125,000 enemy
rersonnel of whem 56,CC0 were combat troops, Contacts and enemy activity remained
generally light. The enemy sustained heavy losses when they attempted tc initisate
a corps-wide offensive on 18 August, Increassd enery infiltration, wtilizing
1rrioved transportaticn methods and road construction, enahled the enemy to main-
tain their strength. At thé end of October, the enemy was estimated at approxim-
ately 127,000 eremy perscnnel of whem 49,000 were combat trocpe, Throughsut the
repozting pericd enemy ferces cperated with three confirmed NVA divisicne, 20 to

© 2% independent regiments, and approximately 115 maneuver battalions, {S2,5th SFGA)

(b} Throughout the reporting period enemy forces were generally depisyed for
of fernsive activities, Previously eremy tactical units had heen ordered to pe3l
bsck in order to make prepdrations'for. the "Fall Offensive"”, The majority of
Syrecial Forces camps in I CTZ were not seriousiy threatened by enemy tuiid-ups in
their TAORs, During August Srecial Forces camps HA THANH (A-10h4) and THUONG DUC
(A-109) were heavily tlireatened, HA THANH was endangered by the 22nd Regimént of
the 3rd NVA Divisicn, the 107th NVA Artillery Battalion of the L4Oist Maiu Force
Regiment ahd the 328th Lzcal Force Regiment, The attack on HA THANH came as a
complete surprise since the enemy spreared t¢ be focusing his attention on THUGNG
DUC, The latter was recsiving constant attacks by fire and ground probes from
elements of the 3lst and ilfist NVA Independent Regiments and the 2ist Reginiant of
the 2nd NVA' Divisicn., These units were supported by elements of the :#3B Av:iilery
Regiment, : A final attiack on THUONG DUC appeared to.be imminent at the time but
resulted in the enemy using THUONG DUC az a diversion for their main atiack un HA
THANH, HA THANHE waz hesieged with constant 122mm rocket and 82mm mcrtar fire,
Subtstantial damage was infiicted on the camp and ite personnel. But this threat

‘'wag relieved by Operation CHAMPAIGN GROVE, an AMERICAL Division cperatis: which

encompazed the camp’s TAGR, In late September the enemy again focused his offen-
sive atientions on Camp THUONG DUC., Iniense attacks by fire struck the camp
utilizing 322mm reckets, 57mm and 75mn recoilless rifles, and 6Crm and 82mm mortars,
Aircraft attempted o resupply the camp despite intense ,50 celiber, *7mm, and 12,7
mm antiaircraft firs. A large number of American aircraft, resupp.y heliczplers,
gunships, FAC!s, and even fighter jets were shot dowm, The enemy contreiled the
piateau south of the camp which is the msst strategic position in the THUONG DUC
area, Frientiy personnel and equipment suffered heavy losses and once more a
final ground assault appeared imminent. The enemy; again the 31st, ialev; ond

2ist NVA Regiments supported by elements of the !lﬂ& Artillery Regiment, waited

tco long to initiate their final ground attack which might have resulted in an
enemy victory. The threat to THUONG DUC was relieved by a joint US Marine and

ARVN malti-battaliion operation entitled MAUI PEAK, During this pariod all come
tact with the 308th &nd 320th NVA divisons was lost, The 320th was last reported
deployed along the DMZ area in northern QUANG TRI Province; Both units are be-
lieved to have returned to NORTH VIETNAM in order to regronp and resupply, These
urits were partially replaced by the rollowing unitss The 2Léth and 138th Regi-
ments of the 336th NVA Division, the 27th Independent NVA Regiment, and the 20Lth

1.
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVGB~C 15 November 1968
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NVA Artitiery Regimeri, The enemy did initiate & corps-wide offensive on 1§
August. This "Fell Offensive" was aimed at the pecple of Scuth Vietnam.

and the enemy was hopirg to sway the people toward the National Liveration Front,
On 18 A:gust the enemy launched attacks by fire on DANANG; QUANG TRI, J'ANG NGAI,
T4aM KY DNG EA. CHU LAI. and other large populiation ¢enters., The intensity of
these dscreaged rapidiy as allied forces swopt the surrounding countryside and
dealt the enemy substantial iosses. The North Vietnamese orobsghly thought a
vicwory in these cities would give them more bargzining power at the PARIS Peace
Taiks and have a peychological effect on the presidential elections in the UNTTED
STATES, A scvere SVN defeat and heavy friendly losses might have iInflusnced the
voting toward & pesce candidate who would favor ending the VIETNAM conflict by
puliing :t. But a finai ground assault against these cities never materialized.
Trrcughe  the period the enemy continued improving his lines of communicatic-,
The old F.ench road. Route #53L. from XHAM DUC to HIEP DVC was improved., The old
Speciai Ferces camp at KHAM DUC.-is now a major enemy supply and trucking devot.
Route #5L3 through the A SHAU Valley is being well-maintained; probably by elements
of the A3rd NVA Erngireer Regiment. The majority of all repgular combat troops
during this time were well -trained, poli‘ .:zally indoctrinated; and well-equipped,
Morale remained high as cadre continued i, promige their troops a major NVA
victery resulting in the Iiberation and redom of the "oppressed" Scuth Vietnamese,
Locai force umits throughout the corps are -,y .0stly NVA regulars, The National
I:beration Front seems tc be phasing out iccal force and main force VC from its
unitz. (S2, 5th SFGA)

{=) The rumored use of new weavons and equipment was not confirmed in I CTZ
»“thcagn reporte had indicated.that the-ememy intends tc introdice several nzw
v uvcne, The enemy continues successfull; with their interdictiorn of the TJA VIET
R :r, The improved accuracy of the RPG-7 and the RPG-z dgainst frisndly snips
ori the CAU VIRT RIVER indicates the tossibility of an infrared capabiiity., [Curing
the repcrting period the enemy ~cr ased their usage of 130mm and 35mm ardille-y,
The maierity of this was .tilized 1. ~he DMZ area against friendly bases, There
ha .. teén reports thai t.: e .. Las & 105mm and 15Smm howitzer capability, The
105mm howitzer capabi.ity 18 best 1liustrated by the uncovering of a buried 10Smm
howitzer in sc ' ¢ GQUANG NGAT " rcvince which had been an ARVN artillery piece
captired by t. :.emy in 1945, ..& snemy,. however, may use 105mm howitzers in
future cffensive attaivivies, ¥ nosinern QUANG TRI Province, alopg the DIZ. ruports
of heliccuters and “airborrz i:gnhts™ continue  to be received. The enemy
prebstly nas en cveft apsbulity,  In early October an unkmewn size cuemy
Torce imitiated « ~-° atta.x on an ARVN unit a scuthern QUANG NGIA Pruvincs,
Fcur ARVN scoidiers suffered vomitting, nav . ana unconsciousness for periods
of uwp to © nours, The type and components of this gas have not beesn determined,
Photo readouis continue to identify Soviet tanks in LACS and NORTH VIETNAM, The
Soviet FT-7¢ Idane ‘mphibicus Tank; howev: r, has not been confirmed in I CTZ
sincs LANG YEI war  ttacked and overrun i.. February, The FT-76 was believed to
have been at the s¢.ege of HA THANH althougn they were never used. No significant
reports were raceived on new corstruction or defense of enemy fortifications.
(82, 5th SFGA)

5
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SUBJECT: ‘ravicral Repcrt of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Pericd Ending
.+ October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

1d) At the end of the reporting period major enemy tactical units
remain deploved for ciffersive activities, Although the threat in the
DMZ ares has beern reduced, the enemy is still capable of initiating an
of fensive in QUANG NGAI and QUANG NAM Provinces, Probable targets would
be CIDG camps and majar popusation centers, such as DANANG. QUANG NGAI,
QUANG TRI and TAM KY Cities. Preliminary construction has been completed
st Special Forces camps MAT LOC (A-101) and NONG SN (A-105). Further
“constructaon 1s required tc ensure these camps are not vulnerable to,
ground attacks by regimental Size units, The 27th NVA Regiment, the
164th N7A Artillery Regiments, and cre unidentified NVA battalion are
presently located'witvhin or near MAI LOC°s TACR. So far these units have
¢nly interdicted the roads leading tec and from the camp, NONG SON and
THUNG DUC can be attacksd by the Zist Regiment of the 2nd NVA Division,
the 1llst and 31st NVA Regiments supported by the 36F3 Artiliery Regiment,
and the T.89 Sapper Battalion. The equivalent of thie enemy regime:its are
in the DANANG vicinity: The 36th NVA Independent Regiment; the V-2, 'the
D,7. the R,20 Loca. Force Infantry ané the 3rd Main Force Sapper Battaldons
which -omprise the 38th NVA Regiment; the lst Battalion of the 68B Artillery
Regiment: and three companies of the NVA Special Action Sappers, QUANG
NGAT and TAM KY Cities and CIDG camp HR THANH can be attacked by elements
of the 3rd NVA Division, the 328th, Locai Force Regiment and the uGiat Japper
Regimern*t, Since elements of major enemy tactical units are deployed near
both pepulation centers and CiIDG camps in I CTZ, CIDG and FWMAF cperations
will probabiy experience increased contact, No threat is seen to any
Special Forces camr in I CTZ at this time, A general corps-wide offensive
will probably take piace during the month of November, If the reported
Fourth Offenzive dce: take place, the enemy will 4ry both to win the sup-
pert of the people and to gain a badly-needed psychological wictory asuch
as the cwer-running of a Special Forces CIDG camp, (S, Sth SFGA)

(e) Joint_Intelligence Conference. During the reporting period;
Compary C ccnducted & joint US/VN inteliigence conference to ciarify
command relavionships and proceedure in the areas of Order of Battle,
Ccllecticr, and ccunterinteiiigence, A1l "A% detachment inteliigence
gsargeante and their Vietnamese ccuntezparts attended. Periodic confere
ences of this type are reccmmended to insure uniformity of effert and
interchange of muces=ful techniques, (Co C, Sth SFGA)

é
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SUBJECT: Cperational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Atn) for Period Ending
31 October 1568, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

i{r) Coliecticn and Counterintelligence Flans, Between I July and 30
Septambeér J953‘ 52 undsrtock the task of estabiishing a more effective
intelligence effort, The first project was the creation of new operation
pliane at each A" detachment outlining the bilateral collection and counte
erintelligence c¢peraticn, These plans were prepared by the intelligence
sergeants and their respective Vietnamese counterparts at each "A"™ camp,
Assisting in the task were representatives from the S2 of Company C. The
two main cbjectives in writing these pians were that they be Both workable
and continucus in nature., Due to the changeover of intelligence personnel
at the detachments, the cperational plans had to be written so that each
newly assigned intelligence sergeant would have ready access and could -
quickly become fully familiar with the ccunterdintellipence and collection
operations a* his camp., Sound intelligence principles were adhered to
especially in the area of security dv.ing the writirg period, By the end
of Septamber all of these plane had oeen submitted for approval to S2,

S5ith SFGA, Implementation of these plans has begun, Each camp has under-
taken the recruiting of individuals as agents to fulfill the requirements
stated i~ the pian., Perscnnel at Company C have assisted the detachment
intelligence serpeants in getting their sources coded through Gvdup Se.
Presently the USASF and their VNSF ccunterparts ara striving to accomplish
the obaectlves in the cperational plans, (Co C, 5th SFGA)

{g) Comp’otlon of S: Building, The new S2 buildinp at Company C
(See Sxetch « el 7 J has greatly assisted in improving cooperation and -
intercharge of information between USASF and VNSF personnel, This cambined
facility has helped In fostering counterpaxt relationships, A particuiarly
irterssting section of the buiiding is thke interrogation/polygraph rcom,
Tne special features of this room include: Sound abscrbing tile on the
ceiling and walls; incandescent lights to prevent interference with tha
with the palygraph; a partition dividing the rocm in twc which enablies various
interrogaticn techniques to be employeds and an outside entrunca whica
allows PW's to be trought in withcut compromising the security of the
bu¢1ding. Future plans for the interrogation room include a one=way
mirror and an air corditicning unit

With the expanded racility, each section has their own working area, While
each is separated, they are nevertheless close enough for coordination

and planning purposes. The new Analysis and Production room providas
adequate space for maps and files. A combined map/supply voom provides

a centralized storage facility, The compact placement of map cabinets has
been a factor in:z more accurate inventory system and fosters rapid dis-
semination of maps to requesting units, The c¢rne drawback of tke S2. build-
ing is its separation from the other staff sections of the company, How-
ever, through daily coordination, this problem has been overcome, (Co C,
Sth SFaA}

7
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() Efforts Made in Crganizing District Intelligence and Qperatica Coord-
iratirg Centers {DIOCC), The first efforts in attempting to organize DIOCC's
1n the four southern camps of BA TG. MINH LQNG, HA THANH and TRA BONG began
during the Joint Intelliigence Conference held at Cormpany C on 27 July 1968, At
this t.me both the Phoenix program and the benefits to be derived from the
DIWS = were presented tc the intelligence sergeants, The I Ccrps Phoenix
reprecsentative was not present at the conference. Close ceordination. how-
¢v:r . had been made with him and the program was thoroughly discussed. After
the conference meetings were held by the Company C Counterinteliigence Officer
and tne I Co¥ps Paternix representaiive to get the program started in those
camne oot havang a DINCI., These me:ting did not bear fruit since there were
prcolens 10 g2tvingr the equlipment and personnel necessary tc set up the DIQCC!s.
On ¢ Scptenier L7ol. a vical was made to QUANG NGAIXI Tity. the provincs capital
for QUANG NHATI Province, At this meeting the problem of the DICCC s was
brought to tiie attenticen of the Provincze Senior Advisor. Mr. Burke- and the
Province Fhoenis Advisor, Naval Lieutenant Tom Sartin., The Province Phoenix
Advisor siated he did not have the rersonnel to act as advisors to the DIOCC s
in the meuntain districts at this time and none were programea for the immedi-
ate future, Tomgany T persornel at this meeting were LTC Williams. Deputy Com-
manding N°ficer and Captain Kennedy . the S2. It was brought out that in lieu
cf wralred Phicaix Advisors, the incelligence sergeants at the camps could act
ir thidls capacity if a movile training team from Phoenix would go to the camps
involved and assist the intelligznce sergeants in beginning the DIOCC s, Iaeu-
tenant 3artin did visit the camps in Septzmber but met with limited success
since the visits were not coordinatea, they usually lasted less than one hour,
and the team leaders were not fully cognizant of the total ramifications of
their rcle as sub.sector advisors

Throughtut Seplerber and October liaison was made between the I Corps Phuenia
represertative and the Cownany C SZ, We agreed to ship the equipment fcr the
DIOCC: s on our aircraft, Up to the present. however, no equipment has heen
received for shipment, The personnel of +he Phoenix MIT have gone tc the :
land DIOCC: s and none are avaiiable to assist the highland districts., The i
Corps Commander has issued an order %~ laitiate DIGSC s In all tue dicuricis
of T Corps, 3ut none are activated at the precent. Cwrently, Compary C -
attempting to mest this c¢rder., (Co C)

(1) Intelligence Sumary of HA THANH AlOL 4vter Action Rep rt. e at
tack against HA THANH was initiated Ly the eremy to secrv-e his liies of com

municasion wWithin the TAOR ard to a.iow Tres me | weral ity of his - its. T
enemy unit involvea in this actior was the 2£ hHoypt, 3 WA D, Wite T VA DV
moved into southern I Corps near the SONG RE Valley during l:te [ - 8, ot
first it was believed that the divisicn had meed north in order .t a1
retrain withir a secure base area., The divisio headqu. .7, rovwire in %
30NG RE Vulley tnrcugh June, During July, forward elemunt - . vthe _ VA oV
began moving alort the corridor between Camp HA THANH and Ca. o MINH ™G

{
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Intelligence reports during July indicated that the enemy was moving men and
supplies along the soutilern edge of the HA THANH TACR. On 19 July 1968, a
camp operation captured four 120mm mortars during & contact vicinity BS 299600.
Camp ~perations continued to make contact with NVA elements in the southeast-
ern part of the TAOR vicinity BS 4361, Documents and uniform insignia captured
by one operation suggested that a division command post had recently been in
the are=: Document readouts indicated that the 2 Regt, 3 NVA DIV had been
there.

In crder to secure supply lines into base area 121 and a route of withdrawal
if asecessary. the enemy gave the 22 Regt, 3 NVA DIV, the mission of cnntaining
camp ¢perations, The enemy employed attacks by fire against the camp; u%il-
izing mortars and rockcts, and ground attacks against the OPs surrounding the
camp, Through continuous air support and ARC LIGHTS the camp was able to main-
tain its defensive posture. The enemy continued to harass the camp witk mor-
tar fire until the middle of September, At this time there was a gencral with-
drawal of major enemy units throughcut I Corps.

It is beileved that the primary missiocn of the 3 NVA DIV was bo attack QUANG
NGAI City. The 22 Regt was required to sesure supply lines through the HA
THANH. TAR, When thi- regiment failed, the enemy was urabie to mass 2aough
troops to carry cut the main mission., Isolated cutposts in western QUANS NGAI
Province., including HA THANR were probably the secondary objective of the 23
NVA DIV.

In order to relieve the pressure on 1A THANH, the 11lth LIB launched Cperatior:
Champaign Grove. a combined operation with elements.of the 2 ARVN DYIV. Ths
rission of the operation was to make sweeps ithrough Base Area 121 and in the
vicinity of the camp. Eremy resistance was light to moderate, and frierdly
forces are .redatzd wi<h 150 eneny KIA, A3 a result of this operation th:
enemy withdrew from positions near the camp and moved scuthwest, prcbably -
6T 1ANG {Coordinates BS 2753}, A Mobile Strike F.rce unit while on a sweep
operation in the vicinity of BS 2Ué6 ., uncovered a mocdel of HA THMMH 'n a bar.-
taizon size base camp, The base camp contained weli~used trails and a A2f<n-
sive bunker system, The manner in which the enemy had constructed defensss
in'all «f these discovered locations indicated that a full scale sisge was
planned fex the camp

The situation that existed at HA THANE 1s in some ways similar to that <f LANG
VEL, KHAM DUG  and THUQNG DUC. Hi THANH is located on a highway which offers
the enemy an avenus of approach inté QUANG NGAI Zity. The locaticn of the camp
was a threat tc the enemy’s supply lines and withdrawalroutes, The enemy also
attempted to cccupy the (Ps. from where fire could be airected on the camp,
Like THUONG DUC, HA THANH had nc indications of an impending attack from rai-
liers or PW:s. Llements of the 3 NVA DIV are still located to the east of the

d
CONFIDENTIAL




e N

CONFIDENTIAL :
AVGB=C 15 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period End-
ing 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOROSS (R1l) (U)

camp, There is no indication of a threat at this time; but the enemy could
launch an attack against the camp as a secondary objective to an assault
against QUANG NGAI CITY. {(Coc C) .

R oo s T T

(3) Intelligence Swmary for THUCNG DUC A109 After Action Report. Camp ;
THUONG DUC's stralegic location along enemy infiltration - supply routes has ;
maue it a constant "thorn" in the enemy's side., The camp also occuples a key ) ;
positicn in the DA NANG barrier, If the camp was taken by the enemy, it would .
offer him an excellent avenue of approach into the city. THUONG DUC has come
under heavy erieny pressure several times in the past, It 1s believed that these
attacks were ¢I' a diversionary nature in order to distract attention from enemy
activity elsewhere. However, on 280230 September the enemy launched at attack
against OP #2 and #5., At first it was believed that the attacks against OP #2
and #5 were the preliminary move for a direct assault against the camp., A com-
bined effort between tactical aircraft and ground units prevented the enemy
from taking this objective, and forced them to lose the element of surprise,

It is the purpose of this summary to describe the enemy situation prior to the
attack, enemy units involved, and the friendly action taken based on intelli-

gence reports. '

 THUONG DUC is located Southwest of DA NANG Ai the, ‘junction of the SONG VU GIA

and the SNG CON {coordinates ZC 144534), The high ground to the west offers
the enemy the best direction of attack against the camp., The terrain immedi-
ately north and east is flat and lacks concealment, However, the mountainous

terrain further north provides excellent cover for mortar positions, To the

south; across the river, there is extremely rugged rising terrain covered with
dense undergrowth, The top of this mountainous area; known as the "plateau”,

is an enemy bas2 area, The lip of the plateau offers excellent weapons posi-

tions for firing on the camp and aircraft, while the northern slope offers

" concealed mortar positions for attack on the camp,

For approximately one month before the attack on the OP's;, the camp was under
increasing enemy pressure, The enemy used attacks by fire against the camp
in conjunction with the launching of the Third Offensive in late August, The
purpose of these attacks was probably to draw troops away from major installa-

“tions, During the early part of September, the enemy continued to attack the camp

by fire. Ke possessed the capability of attacking in regimental sigze force,
supported by rocket fire, It is believed that the enemy was using these at-
tacks either as a diversion for activity elsewhere or as a softening up pro-
oess in preparation for a ground assault, Camp operations continued to make ;
contact, especially in the vicinity of Bill 200 (coordinates ZC 155565). This ;
hill contained several tunnel entrances and is believed to be a base area for :
the 31 NVA Regiment, The enemy offered unusually hard resistance in defending
it, The enemy continued to attack the camp by fire in preparation for the
planned assault, After the enemy failed to take the OP's, the intensity of
the attacks by fire increased as if the enemy intended to destroy the camp
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by this means alone, Both the attacks by fire and the resistance that camp
operations had met were early indications of the impending attack, {Co C)

(2) II Corps Tactical Zone.

(a) In early August total enemy strength was estimated at 74,865 of
whom 50,990 were combat troops. Enemy troop strength continued to build dur-
ing the first three weeks of August, After the seiges at Special Forces Camps
DAK SEANG and DUC LAP, enemy strength gradually decreased despite renewad em-
phasis on infiltration and resupply., Enemy attempts to recruit the local
populace met with practically no success, By the end of October there were
approximazely 60,775 enemy soldiers in II Corps of whom 39,595 were combat
troops, Thus, the period showed an overall decline of 14,000 troops., Through=-
out the period the enemy operated with elements of three divizions; four in-
dependent regiments, 11 Main Force and & to 10 Local Force battalions, (S2,
5th SFGA)

(b) During late July and early August. it became evident the enemy vas
moving a large number of troops and supplies south along the Laotian-Cambo-
dian borders, The largest buildups occurred north and ssuth of BAN ME THOUT
and west of Special Forces Camps DAK SEANG and DUC IAP, These two camps ex-
perienced sizeable enemy attacks on 18 and 23 August respsctively. The seige
at DUC LAP was an extremely significant contact since it was the first time
the enemy had committed a multi-regimental force to battle since DAK TO nearly
a year ago. Both attacks proved costly to the enemy not only in manpower but
also in morale., At DAK SEANG the 101D NVA Regiment's troops seemed to be
poorly trained and inexperienced as allied personnel rather easily repulsed
a large enemy assault against that camp, The siegs at DUC LAP between 23 and
26 August was on a much larger scale as elements of three NVA Regiments; the
£6it  320th and 95C, took part in a coordinated attack on the CIDG camp and
GVN District Headquarters, Although the enemy occupied the camp’s north hill
for a short time, they were unable to over-run the main compound and gain a
hadly needed victory. In excess of 800 enemy were killed during the five day
battle, Tw» other significant ground activities occurred during this period
in BINH DINH and KHANH HOA Provinces, In BINH DINH Province during late Sep-
tember the 18th NVA Regiment suffered about 90 killed when elements were
caught in the open uy allied operations., In late October, elements of the
30th ROK Regiment, 9th White Horse Division, conducted an operation in the
DONG BO, KHANH HOA Province, which resulted in 350 enemy killed and the vir-
tual annihilation of the 5th Battalion, 18B NVA Regiment, There were several*
significant enemy movements during the three month period, A PW captured
during the attack at DAK SEANG revealed that the headquarters element of the
275G NVA Diviaion, which had previously been located in the Tri-Border area
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throughout early summer; had returned to North Vietnam to form a new divisien,
Other PW's and agents reported that the 95th and 18B NVA Regiments, less the
6th and 7th Battalions, which remained in their old operational areas, left

PHU YEN and KHANH HOA Provinces for KONTUM Province where ithey received polit-
ical training, replacements, and supplies, In early September these units
proceeded to the NAM LYR Base Area where they remained throughout the rest of
the period. In early October the 101D NVA Regiment moved south from the Tri-
Border area to a location southwest of DUC CO in Base Area 701, At approxi-
mately the same time, the 66th NVA Regiment left the area north of BAN ME 7<IOP
and moved northwest toward the Cambodian border, (S2, 5th SFGA)

(¢c) Several new weapons, techniques, and tactics were noted during the

period, In early August there were reports of a new metallic "air pressure"
detonated anti-helicopter mine which was being used by the enemy in known and
likely allied helicopter landing zones., These mines, however, were not used

to any appreciable extent. There were a number of incidents during September
and October when unidentified enemy aircraft — probably helicopters -- crossed
the Cambodian-Vietnamese border near DUC CO, On one occasion a'US FAC circled
one helicopter as it proceeded east back into Cambodia, but the helicopter could
not be identified, Flying-mines;, CS gas, and flame-throwers were used slightly
more than in the past. For the first time the enemy began emplacing antitank
and anti-vehicular mines directly in the asphalt of hard surfaced roads. They
also started wearing civilian clothing in order to approach friendly troops
before springing ambushes, (S2, 5th SFGA)

(d) Presently the heaviest enemy concentrations are located west of Spec-
ial Forrces Camps DAK SEANG, BEN HET, DUC CO and DUC LAP, Nowhere clse in the
corps does the enemy have the capability of launching multi-regimental ground
attacks with any conceivable chance of success since the remainder of his
units lack the necessary manpower and materiel, In the B-22 area small scale
attacks by fire and terrorist activities will probably be conducted against
selected allied installations, The continued absence of the 2d, 22d, 95th,
and 18B NVA Regiments in BINH DINH, PHU YEN and KHANH HOA Provinces denies
the enemy the capability of launching any sizeable attacks in those areas,

Enemy units in the southern portion of the corps will probably conduct small

:scale indirect fire attacks, mining, sapper and proselyting activities, Ac-’

tivity in the B-23 and B-24 areas is largely dependent on the political .wod,
Until such time as the enemy desires to initiate a large scale offensive they
will probably continue attacks by fire, ground probes, highway interdiction,
propaganda and terrorist activities while placing the majority of their effort
on resupplying, retraining and positioning troops. (S2, 5th SFGA)

(e) Accountability of PW's, Detainees, and Captured documents, Difficulty had

veen experienced 1a the past in meintaining continuous control of these, When they

are picked up in the field it is scmetimes several days before they can be evac-
vatea to company headquarters due to adverse weather or ghortage of aircraft,
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One NCS in the Company B £z Sectiir has teer assigned the primarv duty of coord-
irnsting the handiing ard p:u.essing of PWig. detainees and documents, From the
time they are captured 1n the field until they are evacuated out of chanreis,
an exalt accounting is kept of them, A specific number is assipgned each PW. Hoi
Chanh . detainee and group of decumernts, This number, along with the current
Iccaticn arnd the message number on readouts. is entered in a icp., This systenm
faciiitates the handling and dispositior . ¢ PW's and documents and provides
ready answers tc queszticns posed by other headquarters concerring their status,
(Co B, 5tk SFGA;

(¢ Counvarinteliigence, From z Octote. to 28 October; 100 poiygraph sxam-

‘inatic.. Were conoicteo oh. key empioyees, interpreters and suspects at Company

B, As - result of these poiygraph examinations and seliective interrcgations,

23 VC were idencified within the cempcund., Fourteen of these individuals went
AWOL vef: - they couid be apprebt:sn: d, Nir- sere seized and turned over to the
Nationai wlice fur further interrogatism a: . detention, As a resuit of intsr=
rogations ¢f the VO within the company; 149 VC sympathizers from PLEI YON PRONG
village were Iientified, This village 1s located in the mcrtheasterr. part of .

the PLEI ME TACR, On &9 l:tober 1968, a corden and search cpergtion was ¢ ndocted
on this village. As a resuit of the operation. 19 perscnne. ¢ni the blacklist
were apprehended. From interrcgations cf two Montagnards, members ¢f tne <d MBFC,
210 VC and VC synpatrizers were identified, These individuals 11ve in several
villages "ccatsed nertheaczt of BAN MB THULT, Scme cf these viliages are winhis

AO Creen wil . % ihe MB® AC in the BAN ME T:UUl area, Plans zrz being formul-
ate? to ~eris v Losvin and gearch cperations in this area poz-ibiy utiilc .ag MSF
TesC i1 Lt .

Yne ¢z5tn Aerial Surveillance Ceomrany is being sent Company Itfs 501 ara 7377
camp lzzaticons . I% 1s heped ~hsi ime.y inflight Red Haze arna SLAR miscs. o
readouts car e Lor ixned eac s camp as Lhe migsion 1s fiown over the TA(n

H % T fir- and offensiv- ¢ craticns car thes be immediately initiaved ag - -
Tucrative targets, 1Cc B, :twn SPGA)
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(3} III Corps Tactacal Zonc.

(a) I earJy Kagest enemy sirengtn in IIT Corps was between 43,000 and
u8 00C of whom 37.00C were combat tricps, Despite heavy iosses i scattered
rontactn ir._ reased 1nfiltraticn kept enemy strength rs;at*ve‘y high. At the
lend of October the er:my was estimated t< have 53,3153 men, of whon h<912u were
cambat trosps. Througnout the pericd enemy firces :pezated with thsee confimed
Divisions, seven to eight indegendent regimenis, and abcut elighty-five maviasvere
able battalicis, {S&¢ Sth SFGA

(b) Wher: the period began, enemy f.Toes wsre general]y‘disperLed aiong
the boerder ares: ¢f TAY NINH. BINH LONG. and HAU NGRIA Prowinces, Special
Forces camps were constanutly threatened by eneny buiid-upe in thrir TAR’a,.
Detachments in TAY NINH Prcvirce made incrzasec contacl as ensny units moved
eastward from Carbod.an base sreas toward the city of TAY NINH, On 18 August
enemy forces opered che third olfensive ia TAYI NYNH Province, The VC launched
large scale attacks on KATUM. (A-32z%) with the lst Battalion, 66th VC Base
Security Regiment, and cn Fire Support Bgse Buell, (Coordimates of XT2Z7567),
with the 3rd Battalion; 27;rd VC Regiment, Smalier attacks were made auring ihe
wask agairst NUI BA DEN the CHIEU HOI Center at TAY NINH City, and Regionai
Force outpoests tmo!_gnou+ the prevince, The enemy 2lsc laanched attacks by firve,
employing Bmm ac: lexs, iO7mm and 12ism rockets, against TAY NINH base camm.
Detachmert B.-32, KATUM. TRANG SUF. Fire SuppuLu Base Buel,; Fire Suppcrt Ba.
Barbarm (Goordinates of XT:83688%, aud an ARVN Traiaing Cente.r {Coordinates
x7321L3kL), Against KATUM aicne, ‘ne VG empicyed cver 5CO rounds of 82mnm mertar
and 12 rourds of i22mm rocket fire, Meaawtiie .ther regicns of the Ucrps were fairly
quiet, By renewing ground activity aa TAY NINH Province the erncmy noped to
achieve a peychoicgical victory which would influsnce the Paris Peacs Talks,
In every major cenfrontation, however . enemy forces sither withdrew or wsre
annihilated by btetter prepared and equipped ARVN units, Theiy strategy to druw
allied rexnforcoments tc TAY NINH did not succeed, and their persornrel losecs
were excessive, The initial phase of the VC third coffensive 1a IIT Curps cailed
for a three promged attack using eignt batiaiions to seize TAY NINH (ivy. At
the heighl of this <ffensive actavity, the $ih VC Division moved seuth, possibly
to the BA THU ates. and ths 5th VC Dzv.eion moved into the BOI LOI wueds, Agents
raported the 7th NVA Divisicn wa: located g pewhere ix ceniral BINH LONG Province,
While 1ts exact 1ocatlon was -anknown, the Division was beiisved to have mgred
from vicainity XUBUZZ to southeast of LOC NINH (A-33i), Contacts continued in®o
September with scatiered enemy units who were unable to break throogn ohe allied
ring protecting the Capitai Miiitary District, The ensuing low merale resc.ited in
the raliying of numercus high level vadre, Enenmy-nwuuered plans to stage massive
rocket attacks on Installations and populatior centers im the Sgigoz area were

- never realized, FWs andicated thal semere Jogistical problems; especially with-

in the Deng Nai Regimeri. forced the enemy to terminate operations in the ¢ity,
A¢rborne Perscrnel Detector misaions, as well as agent Toporis; frdloated Lalgs
enemy vehlcuiar movemert and major buiid-ups around LOC NINH (A-=331) and aiong
the TAY NINH Frevince vambedien vorder, Heavy vehicular traffic was noted rear
Special Forces ‘amps RWATUM 7K_32Z) ard LOC NINH (A-33:%, During Octoter, the
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enemy cor:tirued to refit and resupply his troops, With the exception of War

- Zone C, there were few enemy initiated incidents., Numerous agent reports

indicated; however, a substantial build-up of troops. Although not confirmed, at
least three new divisions were said to have infiltrated into III Corps, The
latest report. has stated that there are presently 30,000 enemy troops in the

BA THU base area, while 10,000 troops have already infiltrated into western III
Corps. These figures may be somewhat exaggerated, but visual reconnaissance

and Airtorne Perszonnel Detector missions have noted heavy enemv movement im the
area, Aiso Camn DUC HUE (A-325) was heavily mortared on 27 October, Often this
indicates enemy movement past a camp, (82, Sth SFGA)

(¢) Between 25 and 29 August, MACV J2 received four large caliber rockets
which were captured in III Corps, These rockets were unusual sincé they had
large caliner homemade warheads fitted over the nose of a standard 107mm or
122mm rocket, Large caliber stabilizing fins were attached over the recket
motor. Specimens received to date consist of a 200mm warhead with 30 pounds of
explosives for the iGTnm rocket and fragments of a 122mm rocket with a 270m
diameter stabiliizing fin, The warhead for this latter 1272mm rocket is alsc
probably 270mm in diameter and would carry approximately 75 pounds of TNT, These
iarge caliber rcavets are thought to have a range of 1,500 %o 3,000 meters
and could be used effectively against barricades and field positions, Against
populated areas they would exercise a great psycholcgical influence, The TS
25th Infantry Divieion reported the existence of a new Russian rocket in LIT
Corps., Ti suppesedily has the destructive power of a 260 ¥ilogram bomb o
twelve 122mn rockets., Each rocket is packed in a crate spproximately 350 zenti-
meters square Ly 1.€ meters inlenzih, Welght is about 25C kilcyramz, The
«rates. whi.h are marked ir Russian and Chinese, are accompanied by blue-green
z0ila whichk are as tiick as a man-s wrist, These are pessitly conductor wings,
(8% 5%b SFGA} |

{d) Currently divisional size enemy forces have redepl. red to the western
and northerin regions of the Corps, Flans for a November 1 country-wide offen-
sive, as reported by FWs and agents, failed to materialize. It is =uw believed
these were rumors’ circulated by VC cadre, At the close of ‘his period in
nerthern BINH LONG Province the enemy had approximately 5000 combat troosps of the
7th NVA Division, Agents indicate TAY NINH City in TAY NINH Province as &
1likely target of ground assaults should the enemy’s major thrust against SAIGON
fail, The enemy has over 11,900 combat troopa dispersed throughouvt TAY NINH
Province where they threaten Special Forces compounds., Vhern smemy forces now
dispersed alcng the Cambodian border of HAU NGHIA Province receive wurd to move
on the vapital, Special Forces cperations are likely to nots increased ergags.-
ments wiih larger encry wnils, Because of recent political developments at the
Paris Feace Talks, a major corps-wide offensive is doubtful. The enemy, hcwever,
is in the final stape: of resupplying and regrcuping. Although a corps wide
offengive is unlikely, “he enemy does have the capability to launch such an
attack ard atiemp! 1o end the VIETNAM ccnflict, (S2 Sth SFOK)
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e: Ccilection., There are il SF camps 31 IIT CTZ capable of supporting an
inteiligence effort, On I Aug. 12 of these camps had operational collection
systems,. and 11 had approved net OPLANS, On 31 Oct 68, the situation had improved
substantially. A3l of the camps rad operational systems apd approved OPLANS,
During thiv peried III CT7 SF intgiligence ccollestion sys.ems acquired and submitted
enureximately 1.C54 agent reperts to this and higher headquarteys. These were
obtainea at sr. average zost of $L.15. There are currently 130 coded and casual
collecticr. arents . an increase of 30 since 1 Aug 68, A collection svstem was also
estabiished at tne D MSF Luse camp at LONG HAI, Previously, due to lack of
personnel. no net had cperated in this area. This new asset; working with the
new OB faciiity at that locaticn; should considerably improve results of the CSF
operationg from the base camp, (Co A, Sth SFGA)

. Ccurterinteiligence, One of the most significant CI events of the report-
ing period was the identification and capture of a Cambodian G overnment peretration
agent at Camp KATUM. K& copy of the initerrogation report of this prisoner ir
attached as Incicsure 8 , During September, this headquarters had the services

of a po.ygraph operator from 5th SFGA, The operator tested 67 VN civiiians employ-
ed by this headquarters,  Of the &7, SL had no enemy connections, Five are still
under surveilliance as pesgible undesirables, One undesirable employee was dia-=
charged, The interrogation repcrt of a Cambodian penetration agent was confirmed,
One ARVN deserter was identified and turned over to MSS, The remainia~ five re-
vealed bzckgrounds of pessible VO activity, Further investigation cleared one

man, Trree were contirmed while one was in doubt, All four of these were hgcded
over t¢ the Mi¥, The poliygraph is turning out to be an excellent tooi for the OB,
collezticrn. and CL officers in estabiishing necessary personal data and reiiability
factors ¢n agentis. empluyees,. and CIDG. as well as providing valuable verificatien
of interrcgatic: reports. It 1s anvicipated that this headquarters will nave
arcther cperator attached about 1 “ov €8, Pians are underway to establish a -
pol&graph program emcompassing ali SF detachments in IIT CTZ,

There are ¢G SF camps i III CTZ capable of supporting a CI intelligence sysie&ni.

Of these. 19 camps have cperational systems receiving intelligence reports., The
last camp is recruiting agents at this time, There are a total of 56 ceded CI

and casual agents repcriing to SF case officers in IITI CTZ, an increase or 31

since 1 Aug 68, AL. Lamps have approved net JPLANE, A total of L1 CI inteliigence
reports were received during the period, (Co A, Sth SFGA)

{g) Soz Air Tropram. During the period; this program was expanded, There
was increased use oI preplanned TAC Air including night fighter strikes, Combat

Sky Spots, Airtorne Porscanel Detectory (AFD) missions, Red Haze missions,
SLAR and aeriai phetsgraphy. In addition; a system was established
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to provide for immediate readout of visual reconnaissance (VR) flights,
i and immediate air drop of aerial photos requested by camps from aircraft conducting

aerial surveillance in SF TAOR's, During the reporting period, the following
combat air support was.received:

B=52 Strikes: 161
Combat Sky Spots: 58
TAC Air Sorties: Ower 2500

Data on AFD°s, Red Baze, and SLAR are not availabls, Statistics will te maintained
starting 1 Nov and will be available for the next quarterly rerort, Increased use
of aerial surveillance assets has assisted the OB and collection cofficers in
evaluating the large volume of agent reports received bythis neadquarters. In
September, SF camps in III CTZ were contacted by OV-1 Mchawk aircraft 160 times
reporting inmediate readcut, In addition, on 16 occasions, V-1 aircraft upon SF
request dropped air photos of areas during surveillance missions in the TACR.
The S2 section continues to provide inteliigence target dara to the Sgpecire AC=130
crew for fiights in IIT CTZ, It is fait that the relationship estabilshed through
this association war instrumental in the recent defense of Camps KATUM. THTEN NGON
and BEN SOI., The Spectr¢ aircraft has been targeted primarily against venicular
ﬁ and sampan infiitration into this CTZ, Resuits of this activity incinde: 28
trucks destroyed; 1% trucks damaged; 2C sampans destroyed; 7 sampar.s damaged;
2 large boats destroyed; 2 storage structures destroyed; 12 attacks on enemy troop
concentrations; and 25 szcondary explosions, (Co A, 5th SFGA)

(4) IV Corps Tactical Zone.

(a) In early August enemy strength was approximately 38,000 of which 3G,000
were combat troops. The enemy had previocusly suffered masy casualties, but infil-
tration and recruitment had kept the strength fairiy stable. Late in the report-
ing period enemy strengtn increased to 41,600 of which 36,000 wera combat troops,
There were continued reports of new wnits in the CTZ althouzh none havs been
confirmed tc date, At present the enemy has two confirmed regiments, and 25 sxfgmed
independent battalions. Unconfirmed yet are reports of one NVA regimeu. and two
to four battalions., (52, Sth SFGR)

{b) At the beginning of Auwgust enemy units appeared to be in their normal
areas of operation., The 5i0th Local Force Battalion was in northerm CHAU DOC
Province and the 512th Local Force Battalion was in the south. In KIEN PHONG
the 295th Main Force Battalion was aiong the northern border area and the 502
Local Force Battalion was east of CAO LANH City, The SOLth and the 267B °
Battalicns were iocated along the northern border area of KIEN TUONG Province.
In northern DINH TUONG Province the 251A; S1hK, and 263 Battalions were near
Special Forces Comps MY DA, MY PHUOC TAY. and MY DINH II, In PAONG DINH Pro-
vince the DONG TAP II Regiment. 307th Main Force, 3G5th Main Force, 312th Main
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Force, TAY DO Local Force and 198th Main Force Artillery Battalions were on the
South and west sides of MY THO City, These units had been in offensive positions,
vut during the first week of August they appeared to bes moving away from the city,
Cadre of these units were probably attending training sessions and possibly
picking up large rockets, In mid<August enemy activity showed an increase in
attacks by fire and small scale ground probes. These were probably staged to
test the effectiveness and extent of friendly defenses for a reported third
offensive tc be vonducted in late August, This offensive failed to materialize
becanss {rdendly cperations seriously damaged the enemy's supply and personnel
strengtt, Enemy vuaits returned to safe base areas and continued to avoid contact
with friendly sweep cperations, Terrorism and sabotage incidents, however,
increased in an effort to slow down the operations and cause 111 feeling among
the Vietnamese civilians towards US and ARVN Forces, This low level of activity
lasted for several weeks, In early September the enemy attempted to resurrect
his offensive plans but lack of preparaticn, strength and coordination made these
attacks weak and ineffective, Enemy units then seemsd to concentrate in Base
Area 170, In early October friendly forces conducted air strikes, and then sweep
operations in this area, The operaticns rendered the 51hth; 261B and 263 Battalions
only margirally ccmbat effective, Agents reported that the commander of the 261B
Battalion; becauss it suffered extremely high casualties, collected weapcns from
the survivors and disbasded the wnit, After these operetions, agent repu~ts, PWs
and a very hish HOI CHANH raie suggested enemy morale was detericrating., During
Oztober #rs HOI CHANE ra<esreacted cre of its highest points in two ysars, Ia
porticvss ¢f tne ctcorrs, however, enemy activity secemed to rise, In the Seven
Mountains are<a increased enemy movement indicated the infiitration of new enemy
baitalion size units, Fresently & regimental plus enemy force is believed to be
operating 1n the BA XOAI area. The majority cf the trocps ampear to be waiting
further crders or the Cambodian side of the border, A new offensive was plannsd
fer early November with pclitical as wsll ag military objectives, This acliviiy
was to be initisted in the Seven Mountains Area and then shifted to the CaN THO
City area. The primary goai was to interdict Highway #L ana thus isclate the
major rice producing area of the Deila from SAIGON, Attacks by #ire bucame more
frequent during Cctover, aithough there appeared to be no direct connection
batween these actions and the start ¢f a general offensiv., These atiacke
appeared to be tactical manouvers to divert frienily actention from the iniiira-
tion of supplies and perscnnel, Evidence of a large enemy troop builid-up in the
Seven Mow:tains area, howsver, indicates that the enemy has nsv abandoned nlians
vo harass friendly troops, iufluenre US elections by prcpaganda, and causs
dissensicn betweern US and ARVN zdvisors, At the end of Octcber eremy astaivivy
“indicated a capshbility of accompiishing these goals, Terrorism and forced
indoctrinaticn cf civilians continued., Increased impressment of Vietnamese
civilians inte Viet Cong units and atiempus Lo cause desertion of ARVK, Camp
Strike Force and Mobile Strike Force Sclidiers by threatering their famiiies may
indi-ate the e.emy’s lack of perscnneil., To solve this problem NVA ard Montagnard
vnits are thovght to Lave been infiltrated into the northeastern and northwestern
. portions ¢f the corps,
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(¢) During the reporting period there were increased reports about the cnemy's
capability of 107mm and 122mm rocket launchers and 105mm howitgers, Althouih the
rocket launchers have been reported for several months; the enemy so far has not
smployed them against any large military establishment. The 105mm howitgzers have
been reported several times in the BA XOAI area; but not confirmed,

{d) Current enemy disposition,excepting the Seven Mountains Area; does not
indicate offensive activity. Although CAN THO City is the primary target, the
depioyment of enery urats does not pose an immediste threat to friendly instail-
ations ir the area, The enemy 1s expected to initiate an offensive in early
November from the Seven Mountains area, The early stages will concentrate cn
military targets while later stages will shift toward emphasizing propaganda
and attempting to isolate friendly units along the corridor to III Corpe,

ve) Collection and Counterintelligence. During this period, consideralie
progress was made in the fislds of collection and counterintelligence. OPLANS
for all detachments were cumpleted, Although some of these had to be scranped
and others modified, a solid basis has been established on which to expand and
improva cperations in tRese fields, Recruitment of agents remained at a gener-
ally high level throughout the periocd, with CI recruiting lagging &t the begin-
ning and collection recruiting tapering off at the end, Overall, there was an
increase of 40O percent in the number of agents, Also CI and collaction augmen-
tation perscnnel ccnducted ‘an increasing number of field trips to subordinate
detach ."nts for the purposes of training and supervising intelligence personnel.
During Jctober CI augmentation personnel were attached to B=l3 and B-LO to aid
those detachments and their subordiante elementas, (Co D, Sth SFGAj

(£) Adminstration and Coordination, During the period; the S5<2 administr-
ation subsactor concentrated on improving repoxting procedures, The £-2 of
Company D also caoperated exten51ve1y with the newly established IV Corps Joint
Intalligence Center. especially in regard to OB and the assessment of enemy in-
tentions and cspabilities. (Co D, Sth SFGA)

(g) Counterpart Reiations. These generally remained good aithough difticuitiss
were experienced at some e dotachments, Increased emphasis was placed on integra-

ting and training counterparts in all facets of intelligence operations. (Co D
5th SFGE)
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o Qperations,

(+; I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C)

During the reporting period, Company C assets conducted a total of 32.
company sizc or larger operations. 2660 platoon size and 3969 squad size opera-
tiors. A total of 118 contacts were made with the following results: Enemy -
LS6 KiA, 20 cpur; Friendly - five USASF, 99 CIDG and 29 RF/PF KIA; 35 USASF,
three YNSF, 2445 CIDG and 162 RF/FF WIA; one CIDG and one RF/PF MIA, The following
significant activities occurred during the quarter:

{(a) TIEN PHUC (A~102)- During August and September the camp had rereivag
sporadic mortar attacks and operations from tbe camp contimually made contact.
Total results from these contacts were: Enemy = 77 KIA and seven cptr; Friendly -
11 KIA.

(b) HA THANH (A-10Y4): At 0215 hours on 25 August, an estimated enemy bat-
talion attacked five OPs of the camp with SA, AW and 82wm mortars, The results
of these attacks were - Enemy = 23 KIA; Friendly - one RF/PF killed and eight
WIA. Until the 30th of August the camp continued to receive 82mm and i20mm mor -
tar fire., Local security and MSF operations conducted near the camp made con=
tinous contact with platoon, company and battalion size units, LO enemy were
kirtled and friendiy losses were 12 CIDG KIA dvring this period. Aithough HA
THANH was mortared and rocketed until 28 September, 30 August marked the end of
the threat to the camp itself. On 2 September, the 11th Brigsde sent two
battaiions to clear the AO and the pressure was relieved, Seec Inc¢l 9’

(cy) THUCNG DUC (A=109):; The long-awaited attack on the camp finally came
on the 28th of September. Possibie elements of the lilst NV/ Regiment were in
position along the plateau and in the mountains to the north., The 368B Art.i..
lery Regiment held locatiecns to the north. Four battalions of the 21st gegi.
ment occupied the mountains west of camp. On the 28th at 0230, OP’s Alpha
and Brave were overrun by possibiy a company size force of the 218t yegimen:.
Upon takaing 1t» objectives,. the enemy 1left one platoon to hold these iocationa.
This piatoon was virtually destroyed in counter-attack operations later tnat
day. Also on the night of 28 September, a battalion of the 1lhlst secured the
market place in HA TAN, but withdrew leaving a platoon size occupation force,
Th. 3 force was also totally destroyed by counter-attack operations. An unidenti- .
f1ed battalion, possibly from the 308th Division, occupied HOA HUU to the south
of the camp across the river taking heavy casualties, Radio transmissions
monitored on a captured Chinese Communist radio indicated that all units wers
taking nigh casualties due to air and artillery. They had lost many top cadre
and were calling for reinforcements and medical supplies, A resupply unit was
caught in the oren northwest of the camp on the 2nd of Cctober and possibly
suffered as many as 100 casualties. Probes against all friendly positions and
attacks bty fire continued through & October 1968. However by then, it was
evident that the enemy had atandoned any thoughts of attacking THUONG DUC due
to the high casualties taken. Also on this day {6 October) a multi-battai-
ior. reiief force operation, MAUI PEAK, designed to relieve enemy pressure
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on the camp kicked off. Seven battalions deployed = 5 USMC and 2 ARVN: 2nd
Battalion 3£ the 7th in the vicinity of 2C11L527; 2nd Battalion of the Sth
Marines, vicinity 2C200561; 3rd Battalion of the Sth, vieinity 2C1785lL; 2nd
Battaizon of the Slst ARVN, vicinity of 2C150579; 1lst Battalion of the Slst
ARVN, vicinity of 25136565, Both ARVE Battalions made heavy coantact with a
Regimernto: size unit and the units of the USMC sweeping west from ¥ _I1 52 made
sporadic contacts,

Listed is the casualty count for the period 28 September to 19 October:

USASF CIDG RF/FF ENEMY
WIA<9 32 6 N/A
KIA<O 21 8 68

Captured equipment: L RFD LMGs, 25 AK-47s, 2 B4O RLs, 11 BLO RDs, 1 12~Tmm HMG,
2 SKS CARBs, 1 60mm mortar, 2 chicom radios, 1 US bar, and 1 US M1 rifle,

Operation MAUI PEAK:

FRIENDLY ENEMY
WIA-79 N/A
KIA-3L 293
KBA-N/A 127

Weapons caotured in action: 26
Notes Enemy casualty figures are c¢onfirmed,

MAUI PEAK did relieve the pressure on the camp and the enemy apparently retreated
to safer areas, possioly as far away as HAPI VALIEY to the north; the southern
edge of the plateau (approx 6-7 kilometers south), and the mountains to the west
(approx L4-5 kilometers), {See Incl 1C)
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(2) 1I Corps Tactical Zone (Company B)

During the gquarter, Company B assets conducted 478 company or larger size

; operations, 1930 platoon size and 5499 squad size operations; which resulted in
| L38 contacts with the enemy. Results of these contacts were: Enemy - 781 KIA;
64 cptr; 397 wpns seized; Friendly - 10 USASF, two VNSF and 104 CIDG KIA; LbL
USASF, 15 VNSF and Wh2 CIDG WIA., The most significant contact during the quars
ter occurred during the period 23-27 August when DUC LAP, A-239, was attacked

by a force of up to three regiments (see (a) belaw). During the reporting peri-
od; Camps BEN HET, A-Zlli and DAK SEANG, A-2L2 were under the CPCON of the Lth
Infantry Division., JSignificant contacts were as follows:

(a) DUC 1AP (A-239): On 23 August, the camp received a ground probe support-
ed by mortar and rocket fire. The outer perimeter was penetrated and later
occupied by an estimated two enemy companies. Three MSF companies from PLEIKU
and two from NHA TRANG were inserted as a reaction force. On 26 August two MSF
companies were successful in driving the enemy from the camp and restoring the
perimeter. Total results were: Enemy - 239 NVA KIA; 92 KBA- 92 SA and Li CS
wpns crtr; Friendly - six USASF, one VNSF and 37 CIDG KIA; 13 USASF, seven
VNSF and 80 CIDG WIA; nine CIDG 1IA.

(b) TRUNG DUNMG (A=-50Z): On 3 August, three Montagnards, who had been en-
slaved by the VC, surrendered at MY LOC, an OP of A~502, with CHIEU HOI passes
in hand., Reacting to the CHIEU HOI report of more families who wished to
surrender, a live broadcast by one CHIEU HCI was mads from an 0-2 B, encourag-
ing 58 refugees to move to a prepared 1Z to be picked up. On S August, a CHIEU
HOT made another live loudspeaker appeal. An additional eight VC surreadered
and were lifted out. Additional broadcasts and leaflets encouraged the surren-
der of three more VC and L3 refugees on 10 August, Coordinating throughout the
week long operation were the 281st Helicopter Assault Company, VHSF, USASF, 8th
PSYCPS Battalion and the NHA TRANG Airbase FACs. All personnel were located in
an crea 31 Km W of NHA TRAIG,

(¢) DAK SEANG (A-2L42): On 18 August, the camp received a gzround probe
in battalion strength supported by mortar and rocket fire. TAC Air, gunships
and Spooky supported the camp and the attack was repulsed. Results: Enemy -
36 Kik; 11 cptr; 55 SA and 1L CS wpns cptr.
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(3) III Corps Tacticai Zone (Company K)., During the reporting period assets
of Company A conducted 560 company size or larger operations; 2332 platoun size,
and L903 squad size operations which resulted in a total of 516 contacts, Results
:f these coniacts were Fnemy 85l KIA; 37 cptr and 273 weapons seized; Friendly
four USASF, seven VNSF, 210 CIDG and two RF/PF KIA; 3l USASF, 10 YNSF, 531 CIDG
and cre RF/FF WIA, The most significant contact during the quarter was the
attack on THIEN NGON, (See (g) below)

(a) KATUM (A-322), At DTG .30110 August, KATUM was attacked by an estimated
VC tattalion, armed with AK-L7g B-LO rockets, RPG-2 rockets, 82mm mortars, 107 mm
rockets, CS-agent and small arms. The VC were dressed in black shorts, camouflaged
Jackeis and were carrying rucksacks. The VC initiated contact and friendiies fired
camp assets, artillery and TAC Air, The VC penetrated into the camp’s outer berm.
But they were forced to withdraw by friendly fire power and support. Regrouping,
however, they attacred again. The contact was finally broken at DTG 181000 with
the VC withdrawing to the northwest, Friendly forces reorganized and were
reinforced with oné company from TRANG SUP, Results: Friendly -16 CSF KIRj 30
CSF WIA; 15 dsperderts KIA; 27 dependents WIA, and three USASF WIA, Enemy losses
were: 56 VC KIA and 15 VC WIA, From DTG 192210 to DTG 192220 August, KATUM
receiwd 150 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, Spooky Spectre and FAC were on station,
Resultis: Friendiy .. 1 CSF WIA, From DTG 202i50 to DTG 202157 Augus*:, KATUM
received 52 reunc: of 82 mm mortar fire, Three VC were spotted and artiilery
way calied in on the enemy, The results were negative friendly caszualtdss and
unknowr. Vo casuaities, At DTG 251210 August, the 1lst Battalion of tr- “~4 MSFC.
operaiing out of KATUM, made contact with an estimated VC company. Wher additional
eLemy lroops were thrown into the “attie, ons company from KATUM reinforced the
ist Battalion. TAC Air, artillery, and light fire teams supported friendly-sie-
ments and cuatact was broxén with the VO withdrawing to the south, Resuits:
Friendly - one USASF KIA; three USASF WIA; three MSF KIA: 2l MSF WIK, Equipment
*ngt? Tnree US carbines and three HT-1 radics. Enemy casuaities urkmowi, A%
DTG 26000C to 26130C August, KATUM received two rockets larger than 222mm and
65 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, Friendlies countered the enemy fire witn 155
rounds of 175mm artillery fire and airstrikes,

(o) LOC NINH (A-331), Az DTG 180115 August, LOC NINH came under heavy attack
by an estimatea VC battalion, The VC initiated contact trom 200 meterg with
57mm RR's, 12émm rockets, €Omm mortar, small arms and B-4C rocksts, ' Enemy brcke
contact at DTG 180630, At DTG 180740 August, a company operatior. swept the area
arcund the camp ard made contact with an estimated VC company., A fire fight
ensued with the VC breaking contact at DTG 181230, A further sweep of the area
disclosed 16 VC KIA; 30 piatter charges, 15 bangalore torpedoes, 3 AK-L7's, one
US carbtine, two BAR's, two RPG=7 rockets, one SKS, one 60mm mortar, eight grenades
and assorted web gear left behind by the fleeing enemy troops. Friendly casuale-
ties were three CSF KIA; iy CSF WIA; one VNSF WIAs one US (not USASF) WIA; one
3/4 ton truck, two 1C KW generatcrs, one 2h ton truck, one water truck and the
dispensary damaged; two UPG=12 generators, one M-79, 23 drums of diessl fuel and
one LS caliber Thompson subtmachine gun destroyed, One ammo bunker ard five
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Couex containers partiaily destroyed, From DTG 19Gi05 to DTQ 19025C August, LOC
NINH received approximately 90 rounds 6f mixed fire accompanied with sporadic
small arms fire fram a distance of approximately 200 meters, The camp was also
fired at by B-40 and 75mm RR fire. Resultss two USASF WIK, one US Engineer WIA,
two CSF WIA, three ARVN WIA; one FRC.25, one water trailer;, one 1} Hp water pump,
one i%s Hp generator, one £Cum mortar and one l,2" mortar damaged,

(¢) BEN SOI {A-136) (VNSF), At DTG 221345 August, operation C-127 made
contact with an estimated VC battalion, vie XT1h2L433, The VC broke contact at
DTG 2216L5 and wilhdrew to the west, The VC were in black pajamas, yellow scarfe
and blue hats. Results: 1l CSF KIA; nine CSF WIA; eight CSF MIA; one VNSF WIA,
Equipment lost: cne M-79, four M-2 carbinés, two M-1 rafles, one HT-1 radio,
Enemy losses: 29 VC KIA (VNSF BC); five AKaﬁ'T”sp one M-16, one M-19, one pistol
25 caliber, 30 rcunds of AK=47 ammo, three Chicom grenades captured and six VC
boats destroyed,

(d) TRANG SUP (A-301). At DTG 231420 August, XT1L6555, a security force
while ¢n patrol found 53 VC bedies, The VC were believed to have been kiiled
during the counter-mortar fire of 21 August, which was fired during an attack
against TRANG SUP,

{e) THIEN NGON {A-323}, THIEN NGON came under mortar and rocket fire at
DTG (10010 hours September and received a total of sixty 82mm mortar £uinds,
eight 107mm rockets and 20 120mm mortar rounds during the attack, The camp fired
counter-mortar fire with camp mortars, 105mm howitzers, 175mm howitzers, {TAY
NINH fire support base firing DEFCCNS%‘and Spooky., The results of this attack
were one USASF KIA, ore VNSF KIA; three CSF KIA and one dependent KIX, VG
casualties are unknown,

{f) KATUM (&-3223, At DTG “50255 September, camp KATUM came under heavy
mortar and rccket attack. Thers were approximately one-hundred and ten KFG's
fired at the camp. The VC begar a determined. ground attack by &n estimated bate
talion plus at 0330 hours ard the noiih-west star point.was breached at 034S,
The VC then began using throwers and satchel charges on bunkers, The camp fired
105mm Howitzer and mortars into the star point and counter-attacked driving the
VG outs The camp employed flare ships, Spooky, TAC, artillery and camp weapons
to defeat the enemy, All firing ceased at 0545, The enemy losses were 141 VC
KIK and nine VC captured, Four flame throwers, 35 AK-L7's; two radios; six RPG,
two machineguns, 10 bangalore torpedoes, 1,000 Ibs demclitions and 1,000 B0
rockets were captured, '

(g) THIEN NGON (A-323), At DTG 262145 hours THIEN NGON came under mortar,
rocket and RPG attack and received approximately LOO rounds, Tho camp employed
the camp weapons, DEFCONS and Super Spooky was:¢n station throughout the attack.
The results weres 157 VC KIA; two captured;'50 AK-l47's; one 60mm mortar, two
IMi's, LO RPG launchers, one 57mm RR and one radio captured,
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(L) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Compahy D)

During the reporting period, Company D assets conducted 188L company size or
larger orerations, 0330 platoon size, and 17,328 squad size operations. A total
of 335 contacts were made with the following results: Enemy - 381 KIA; 112 cptr
and 226 wpns seized; .Friendly =~ two USASF, L8 CIDG and 37 RF/PF KIA, 19 USASF,
seven VII3F, 191 219G and 10z RF/PF WIA. The following significant contacts
occurred.

(a) 3 XCAI {4=L21): On 6 August, one platoon from BA XOAI, A-421, CHAU DCC
Province Was air incferted on a 2LAJ KhA'Y mission and located a VC cache and
munitions zactory 33 Km East of HA TIEN, Resultss = 17 carbines; four TSM:,
one shotgun, two LOmm flare pistols, two SA (ty=- unk), 12 rifle stocks, 50 AK-47
magazines, 57 mines; three cases of C2mm mortar rounds, four cases HGs, 1700 1bs
explosives; one powder scale, one drill, seven diamond tipped drill bits, two

25 1o forges, two 75 1lb forges, one SOO 1b forge, 28 forge molds, LOO grenade molds,

one 6X6 trailer with wheels, 60 tractor engine blocks 26 truck engine blocks,
nine tractor drive shafts, two tank drive shafts, one truck engine complete with
drive shaft, 1,000 three foot steel rods, one case of orders, photos and docu-
ments cptr. Destroyed were one furnace, three bunkers, five sampans. Left
behind were 35-L0 tons of scrap iron,

(b)Y MY DA (A-L33): On 13 August, two CSF companies from MY DA, A=L33, KIEN
PHCNG Provance air inserted on a 3LACKHAWK mission, 17 Km North of VINH LONG.
After a brief fire fight with an unknown number of VC, the VC broke contact and
withdrew, Results: En - two VG KIA; one SA cptrj 10 sampans, one structure, 50
1bs of rice destroyed. On 1L August, one CSF company from MY DA air-inserted on
a BLACKHAWK mission, 20 Km Northeast of CAO LANH. A 15 minute fire fight with
an unknown number of V7 ensued, and a munitions factory complex was located.
Results. Zn - the following items destroyed: 500 M=-26 grenades, 2,300 home
made rrenadss, 2,000 potato masher type grenades, LOO grenade molds 15 mires,
1,000 pressu:e fuzes 1,000 springs, 50 GXL ft. metal sheets, 30 2l £, steel
rods, 200 steel stakes, one forge, one melting stove, 6 gallons of crystaiized
powder, two barrels of an unknown type acid, one barrel of potassium chloride; one
barrel of black powder, LO los of M-l propellent; 15 cans of cosmoline, 8%
blasting caps, ..000 lbs of rice, 10 structures, eight sampans; Frd = two USASF,
six CSF WiA.

(¢) VINH GIA (A=1L9): On 17 August, one CSF platoon from VINH GIA, A=1L9,
CEAU DOC Province, initiated contact with one VC plat, 27 Km Northeast of HA
TIEN, 4 20 minute fire fight ensued terminating with VC BIFERINE contact and
withdrawing North, Results: En = 15 VC KIA; one VC WIA; seven SA9 one B-40 RL
cptr,

(d) Lth MSFC: On 16 August, elements of the Lth MSFC located a cache in &
cave on NUT CUTU 6 Km South of TRI TON, CHAU DOC Province. Resultst En - the
following items captured or destroyed, three SA, 18 B=LO RL, 20 B-4O
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rockets, two four kilo cratering charges, 19 eight kilo cratering charges, two
105 How rounds, 25 CBUs, 29 60mm mortar rds, 69 82mm mortar rds, two ciaymore
mincs, three cans of 82mm mortar fuzes, one 57mm RR rd, one 75mm RR rd, 93
grenades, two grenade launchers for an M-l rifle, assorted SA ammo, 23 blasting
caps, % mile of blasting wire, two VC flags, 2 arm bands and two kilos of
documents, Frd - one MSF KIA, one MSF WIA (by booby=trap).

{e) BA XOAI (A-U2i): On-7 September, one CRP from BA XOAI, A-421, CHAU
DOC Provirnce  air-inserted on a BLACKHAWK mission, LO Km East Southeast of HA
TIEN, KIEN GIANG Province. Contact was established with two VC squads,
followed by a one hour fire fight, terminating with the VC breaking contact and
withdrawing Northeast, Results: En - five VC KIA; one cptr; 14 SA and 337 pages
of documents cptr; eight bunkers destroyed.

(£) TUYEN NHON (A=hiS5): On 8 September, one CSF platoon from TUYEN NHON,
A-l15, KIEN TUONG Province, air inserted on a BLACKHAWK mission, 38 Km South-
east of MOC HOA. Contact was established with two VC squads which fled North
after a 30 minute fire fight., Results: En - nine VC KIA; five KBA; one cptr;
six SA, one RRG-2, 2,0C0 rds SA ammo, 20 SA magazines, six sets of individual
equipment, six bottles of penicilling % kilo of documents cptr; two SA, 10,000
rds SA ammn, four sampans, 200 kilos of rice destroyed.

(g) MY DA (A-433)s On 11 September, one CSF comapany from MY DA, A-h33,
KIEN PHONG Province aireinserted on a BLACKHAWK mission, 16 Km Northeast of CAO
IANH., Contact was established with one VC company. After a 90 minute fire fight
the VC broke convact and withdrew South., Results: En - one VCS detained; 18
ARVN PRJ's liberated; one sampan, 1,000 kilos of rice .destroyed; Frd - one
USASF, two CSF KIAj one CSF WIA.

(%) XINH QUAN II (A-412): On 12 September, one CRP from KINH QUAN IT, A<hl12,
KIEN TUOMG Province, initiated contact with two VC platoons, 22 Km Southwest of
MOC HOA. After & brief fire fight the VC broke contact and withdrew South. Re-
sults: En = 13 VC killed; five VC cptr; two SA, four saupan motors, 203 pages of
documents cptr; 15 sampans, 20 chicom 60mm mortar rds Jestroyed; Frd - three
CSF WIA,

(1) CAI CAI (A=h3i): On 16, 17 and 18 October, the camp received 90 - 100

““founds of 3Z2mm and 105mm howitzer firc from enemy units positioned in Cambodia.

Counter battery fire and Spooky supported the camp. Results: Enemy - unknowns
Friendly - three CSF wounded,

{(3) DBINH THAN THON éA-»hl})s On 22 October, a CSF company operation from
BINH THANH THON, A<413, K1EN TUONG Province, initiated contact with 15 VC in

sampans, 35 Km West Northwest of MOC HOA. Results: En -'nine VG KIAj 31 SA,
14 3.5 telescopes, 15 grenade launchers, 267 rifle grenades, 79 82mm mortar
rounds, 106 60mm mortar rounds, 147 B-LO rockets, 36,720 rounds of SA ammo and
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three bayonets cptr; Friendly destroyed five sampans with motors and a VC
mobile ration unit; two CSF WIA.

(5) Special Operations,

(a) OPERATTON AIAMO (Det B-52, PROJECT DELTA): Operation ALAMO was con-
duoted in the III CIZ during the period 30 August 68 through 30 September 68,
in the southeastern portion of BINH LONG and the southwestern portion of PHOUC
LOMC Provinces, The detachment was under the OPCON of CG, 5th Inf Div, ARVN,
PHU 10I. During this period PROJECT DELTA employed the following elements:

RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS3 13
CIDG ROADRUNNER TEAMS: 1L
CIDG NUNG BDA PLATOONS: 2
RANGFR COMPANIES: L

Elements of PROJECT DELTA located and captured a large enemy munitions cache
containing 306 rounds of RFG~-7 ammo, 2,436 rounds of B=-4O rockets, 1,128 rounds
of 60mm mortar ammo, 57L,560 rounds of AK-li7 ammo, 573 rounds of 82um -mortar
ammo, 1,575 200 gram blocks of TNT (Chicom), and 336 HT=50 anti-tank grenades,
This cache was one of the largest found in the REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, The

total friendly losses for this operation consisted of two KIA and lijy WIA., The
total number of enemy losses during the operation were 15 KIA, and four captured.

(b) OPERATION .CHINA BOY ITI (3d MSFC)s Operation CHINA BOY III was corduct=
ed in the TII CIZ during the period 27 July 68 through 9 August 68, in camp

BU DOP*s TAOR to conduct reconnaissance in force and interdiction operations,
During this period the 3d MSFC conducted seven company, six - six man recon

and five - 12 man ambush teams and one ~ 22 man special action patrol. The

total friendly losses for this operation consisted of one MSF KIA, one MSF WIA
and four US MIA (crew of gunship lost due to weather). Enemy losses. Juring the
operation were six KIA and one captured.

(c) OPERATTON CHINA BOY IV (3d MSFCj: Operation CHINA BOY IV was conduct-=
ed in I1I CTZ during the period 11 August 68 through 16 August 68 in camp
TONG LE CHON's TAOR to conduct reconnaissance in force, interdict lines of ¢me
munication ari to capture prisoners. The operation was planned to last for
about 10 to 17 days, but on 16 August 68 approximately 200 MSF soldiers desert.-
ed and headed back to “CNG LE CHON. They refused to ccntinue the mission. The
mission was cancelled, and the rest of the battalion returned to TONG LE CHON.
Total results of the oper-tion weres Friendly .- six MSF KIA and 20 MSF WIA.
Enemy losses uere - ive vC/NVA KIA; one AK-47, one »-4O and three B-4O rockets
captured,

(d) OPERATiON CHINA BOY VI (3d MSit - Operation CHINA BOY VI was corducted
in the I1I CTZ during the period 2L Sep’ ‘mber 68 through 13 October 68, The
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operation was conducted southwest of camp THIEN NGON and in the northwestern
portion of TAY NINI Province, The operation consisted of six MSF companies;
with reaction companies at camp THIEN NGON., 030638 September 68 at coord WT
975755, the enemy attacked the 1st Bn in their NDP with an estimated two bat-
talions, The enemy launched his initial attack from the west with Chicom mines,
B-lO rockets, AY's and 82mm mortars and then attacked from the north, Ammo
resupply missicn was requested and flown., The enemy maintained continued
pressure on the west and north sides of the perimeter during the resupply.
After most of the ammo was dropred from a HU1B helicopter, it was shot down
approximately 20 meters from the fighting position. A reactior force from

the 2nd MSF Bn operating on a parallel axis to the east was called in %o rein-
force the lst MSF Bn. Once the reaction force arriv d the enemy broke contact
rapidly. The total results of this operation are: riendly losses -« 19 MSF
K1A; LO MSF WIA and two MSF MIA; Enemy losses - 162 C KTA and 60 VC KB,
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d, Plans and Orpanization.

(1) Llong-range Plans/Concepts. (53 - Sth SFGA)

(a) On 21 September 1968 a concept paper was prepared by MACJ321 in coordin-
ation "rith 5th SFGA and submitted to MACMA, The purpose of this paper was to
outline the general posture that the CIDG program would assume under Phase II
Force Structure for RVNAF Modernization and Improvement, The concept was based
upon a posSt-hostilities environment and called for significant reduction in forces
and realignment of CIDG unxts and camps. Upon completion, this concept was in=-
corporated into a compreheisive document covering all RVNAF umits,

(b) Sth SFGA completed a manpower survey on 8 October 1948. This survey
was directed toward identifying manpower sources within 5th SFGA not being
efficiently utilized as presently deployed, Based on this survey an MICE will
ba submitted to USARV to realign authorized spaces,

(z) Current Pians/Concepts, (53 - Sth SFGK)

This headquarters submitted to MACV a concept of operations outlinirg huw Str
SFGA could be used to achieve overall objectives through CY 69, Based on thisg
Annex K to Combined Campaign Plan AB 1hlL was prepared and submitted to the field
on 30 September 1568. While generally extending actions programmned for CY 63,
this plan also deals specifically with the concepts of employment of the Camp
Strike Force and Mobile Strike Force units. Detailed coordination and command
relationshipr requirements are included to facilitate ~ore productive and harmor-
ious relations when operating in eonjuncticn with ARVN or FWMAF unizs. Arnnex K,
AB 1Lk. is general in scope; allowing for flexibility in impiementing programs,
Current plans are underway for the conversion of six camps along the coastal areas
of II CTZ with the first camp scheduled for sariy February. Initial coordination

has been made for these conversions and preparations continue to progress as
scheduled,

(3) General Sth SFGA Plans for CY 69, (53 - 5th SFGA)

{a) Open aix (6) new camps,

(b) Open thres {3) Mission Support Sites (M5S),
{(¢i Close or convert nine (9) camps to RF/PF,
(@) Transfer thres (3, camps to VNSF control,

(e) These plans incinde the convers ons mentioned in the orior section,
Xii ~lians are va.2d on tun. ¢rr> - sit--tion and are subject to change,
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(4) CIDG Force Structure, (S3 - 5th SFGA)

(a) The Mctiie Strike Force Commands (MSFC) have progressed through the

initial stages of orpanization smd have proven their value to the CIDG program,

The successful defense of DUT YAF in II CTZ was effected through prompt and
efiiciént empioyment of the 2d MSFC in IT CTZ and the subsequent commitment of
elements from the country-wide reserve, Sth MSFC in Nha Trang., Other actions
at THUCNG DUC in I CTZ ard EATUM and THIEN NHQN 4n IIT CTZ further substantiated
the vaiue of this concept,

(b) On 16 October 1968 a stydy on increases in MSF strengths was completed, H
In submitting input for this study, units requested increases ranging from cae

company to two additional MSF battalions, Our desire to expand the MSF is
limitcd by owr current personnel (VNSF/USASF) and logistics capabilities, Due
to the extensive employment of the countrywide reserve, an additional M5F bat-
talion has been authoriged the Sth MSFC bringing its total authcrized strength
to 1,98z, Additional expansion for the CTZ MSFC will be programmed for CY 69
commensurate with air capability to support them.

(¢) New Camp Stirike Forces (CSF) T(Es were published on 30 September and
distributed tc the field. Thees refiect authorization for the moderm family of
weapons . Z.e,, Mo1€. M=79: however. the availability of these weapons for CSF
uni1ts shasl deperd _f o 'y priorit.es established by COMUSMACY for tne CIDG
program, The T(E also adds two new elements: the 8lmm Mortar Section and h.:
inch Mortar Section, These will be used exclusively by the "A® camps to man
indirect fire weapons, Attached as Inclosure 11 are the Camp Strike Force
TCEs CS-1 through C5-8,

(5) VNSF Force Structure, (53 = 5th SFGAJ
Nc change in the VNSF force structure has been rioted sirnce last reporiing period,
The MICE that was submitted to JGS in June was approved. The UNSF *B™ detach-
ment at Chau Duz has been closed out and moved to Can Tho as the counterpart of
USASF Detachment B-4O in the Mobile Syrike Force Command, One camp; KNH QUAN
II in 1V CTZ, has been proegrammed for transfer to VNSF conirol during or
immediately foliowing this reportfing period. Progress in preparation for the
transfer hes been encourmging and many problems encountered in previous trans-

fers have btzen eliminated. This rill be the fifth CIDG camp under complete
control of the VNSF,

(6) USASF Force Structure. (83 - 5th SFGA)

The new MP(E discussed in Para d (1) (b) above is in the initiai stages of
prepas-ation. The MPOE concept letter outlining the new changes will bte sub-
mitted to COMUSMACV fcr approval on 30 October 1968, In this MT(E the:e is a
recuction of Sth SFGA strength by 100 Special Forces Personnel, In additionm,
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3LL spaces will be redesignated to provide for the following svecial

projects: Forward Supply Points (FSP}. CIDG Hospitals, S5 Section, Combat Orient-
atior. Ccurse, Mobiie Sirike Force Trzinine Center, Command Readiness Team/IG
Section, Cormmand Liaison Detachment, Food Service Section, and an Airborne Ranger
Advisory Detacnment, Tnrough this pianned realignment of personnel, Sth'SFGA
wiil realize a greater degree of efficiency in performance of assigned missions,

(7) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C), See Inclosure 12

(8) II Corps Tactacal Zone (CompanyB),

{a) Current Plans., Tne increase in enemy activity has dictated the use of
company-size RIF mssions, Contacts indicate movements of company<g 26 and
larger enemy forces. Extensive smail unit patrolling also continues.

(v) Long-Range Plans. Long range plans are directed toward denial of bass
areas and infiltration routes to the enemy to prevent or spoil enemy offensives
such as occurred during TET and in August,

(c) Organizaticn,Force Development. Withir uns CIDG for:e stoucture
Detasamers Boll war =5 -gar.zed 1-to :he znd MSFC Qurirg tris pesics, FPore
séni.iy one Hgs and Servace Gc. one Reccnnaissance Company, and three Battalions
(1st, énd, and 3rd; are eia‘i.czei 4in Pleiku and under the contrci of Hgs 2d MSFC,
Three companies {Sth Bu) are at BMT and under the CO B-23, Two companies (6th
Bn {=! ro in Kontum and under the CO B-ZL, One company (7th Bn {-)) 1s in
QHI NHOn and under the CO B-ZZ,

(9) III Gorps Tact+cal Zone (Company A).,

(a) Current Pians Concepts, During this reporting period, the pian for
utilization of CILG forces iu III GTZ centered around saturation vatroliiing tc
locate and indentify enemy infiltration units, The 36th MSFC wag redesignated
the 3rd MSFC an line with the country-wide organization of the MSFi°s, The CG,
II FFV. directed several 3rd MSFC operations primarily in TAY NINH Province.

The Recon Company was to identify units while the Mobile Strike Force battaiions
took pressure of{ the CIDG camps. The “4"® detachments continued gathering intel-
ligence which rsquired ths grest majority of B-52 strikes to hit within Special
Forces TAGR's. FPlarns had been made *o use Super Spoc.y against large ground
attacks on III CTZ camps., During the enemy multi-companv assault om THIEN NGON 5
Super Spocky proved without a doubt. that it was the fastest and mcst accurate
support available to reinforce camps under attack,

(b} Long-Range Plans/Coicepte, Several camps are to be closed <-ring CY
69 and an equal number opened. The concept of ¢losing inactive anes, although
« definite part of the CIDG program, has not been accepted by CG, Ii FFV, 1t
is envisioned that the inner-chain of camps will be sither converted to RF/PF s

i
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turned over to VNSF. or closed to establish additional border ones, There are
plans to increase A.301 TRANG SUP, III CTZ Training Center, to a full strength
TOXE "A® detachment, Also Sth SFGA has been requested to add another MSF
battalion to the TRE organiza*tion of the 3rd MSFC, This would aliow 2
battalions to be on operation at all times according to the II FFV concept whils
the remaining Z batialions trained and refitted for their next mission,

(c) Organization/Force Develooment, The organization of Co A’changed
sligntly during this repor ing peried., Det BR<35, DUC HOA was closed; leaving
& Mission Support Site in its pliace, The A detachments, A=35L anu A=35¢; were
placed wder command »ud contrel of B=32, TAY NINH, To align the unit designations
of TRA CU A-35- and DU HUE A-3S1 with the B-32 designations; Tra Cu was changed
to A-325 and Duc Hue vo £-325, “he mission support site was designated the B-3z
MSS.

{i¢) IV Corps Taciical Zoue (Company D), On 21 Aupuei 1549, Detachment B-h2
was inactivaled, Responsibiiity for their mission has been assumed by MACV
Advisory Team 6L, "o majcr problems were encounteved during the conversion, Lhe
subordinate A Jetachments CPCON under Detachment B-L2 are ncw under direct control
of Campany D,
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’ ¢, Training.
(1) General,

(a) Tnput has increased substantially at all training centers in Vietnam,
ezpecially at Dong Ba Thin, The important subjects for the CIDG program such as
"CRP and CIDG Leadership have increased 63% over the previous reporting periocd.
The quaiity of instruction should also improve with the hiring cf Montagnard
instrvetors, Part of the difficulty at the centers has been the faiiuve to une
derstand the mission and the lack of ability to identify problem areas. Yhia
office has identified many of the latter and recommended solutions to correct
them, The greatest singie problem is the lack of imaginative qualified in-
struction,

(b) The USASF,VNSF concept of a Mobiie Training Team, approved during the
; joint S3 briefirgs on 2L and 25 July 1968, has been dropped., The pian now i
‘ for all MSF companies tc¢ be given basic and refresher trainine at a Mobile
[ Strike Force Training Ceanter tc be esteblizhed at AN KHE, ) )
| When this is completed, it will be capable of training 11 companias in a 6 week
basic training program and,or 3 week refresher training course, The program of
instruction for this cource hms been approved and pubiished in Vietpamese and
English, The MSFTC was activated on 1 Septembsr 1568 when A-SG2 turned cver
i responaibility for its cperations and upkeep to Det B-5i, Target dats for the
] first class is 1 January 1969,

(¢) The combat Orientation Ccurse program of instruction has been expanded
t0.10 days. On 7 October the school moved to Hon Tre Island where all wraining
is conducted except for staff briefings and a few other classes that are held
at the SFB before the students isave for Hon Tre, Because of the sxnanded POI
and the increased emphasis piaced on the school; the percentage of students

flunking has been reduced from an average of 26% for the last period to i3 for
this one,

i¢) I Corps Tacticai Zone (Company C).

(a} USASF, Fersonne. received by tne dstachments are wiliing, litelliigent,
1nexperleﬁ\ed “and untried, The establishment of the GOC Course at SFB has
proven <o be effective for new personnel, All persomnel are trained GJT due to
our shortage «f perscanel and mission requirements, ‘The mandatory c.asses re-
quired by regulations are presented ty each detachment to its members,

(b} VNSF. A continved improvement is observed in many of our counterparte,
The VNSF have begun to functlion adequately in I CTZ in training their own
perscnnel. The major problem; hcwever, is still in the NCO and company grade
officer leadership. The VNSF NCO does r.ot have the authority deiegated t:¢ Ameri.

can NCO's; and the VNSF captain or iieutenant still has prcblems undersnanaing
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that he is responsible not noly for combat operations but for ths welfare of his
CIDG troops,

(c) CIDG, Due to the closing of the KHAM DUC training site in May 1968,
and éhe HE THANH training site after its second cycle in June 1968, centralized
traffiing came tov a halt, Training is currently being conducted at individual
camp sites for those recruits neediny training, The program is not satisfactory.
Currently, plans are being surveyed to establish a new training center in the 'old
C1DG camp at AN KHE, The existing camp site still has bumkers, wire, And trenches,
With a minimum of renovation, it could become an adequate training center with-
in a short time, Based on the approval of the AN KHE Center, the following plans
have been made, All new recruits in both the camps and MSFC will receive
training there., New companiss will be trained for camps that are understrength
sccording to the TC(E, Refresher courses will be given to CSF companies that are
selected by VNSF/USASF camp commanders,

(d) 'Cadre, Currently VNSF provide all cadre for the training center, The
VNSF have a complete POI for their program, They are well qualified as proven
from the caliber of personnel turmed out of the KHAM DUC center, USASF personnel
monitor training and fymish support as required, Upon approval and opening of
AN KHE' Center,, two USASF personnel will be assigned to assist there,

(3) II Corps Tagtical Zone (Campany B),

(a) Status of Personnel Training, During the period operational demands
greatly hampered training. As a tesult, plans were: initiated for the e stablish-
ment of a II CT7 training center, Due to ths monsoons suitable sites could not
be inspected, however, the following was decided upon.iointly with the YNSF,
The'new training center will be located in the AN KHE area which is relatively
pacified and .whose population can''e used for recruitment, The Center will

. have the capacity to house and train simultaneously six recruit companies,

Facilities will also be constructed for the egtablishment of a POLWAR center by
the CPet SS and for specialized traiming in generator and vehicular maintenance
by the Company Maintenance Officer,

(b) During the period, "Quick Kill" was included within the 2nd MSFC train-
ing program on a permanent basis, Experience has shown that "Quick Ki11" exper-
lence is a valuable aid in the event of sudden encounters with enemy fcrces,

{4) ..1 Tactical Zone (Company X),

Training in III CT2 remains & key area of command emphasis, The III CTZ Training
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Center has bser. cperating at peak l.o&d thoughout the period, The S-week basic
Lr8iNiLg Cour¥e Was ccmo.etely reviewed and additional emphasis has besn placed

cn smai. unlt tactics, This was required by the introduction of saturation
patre:iing at ali Special Forces camps, This new tactic requires the CIDG to
LpeTALS 1T Small § e lc man groups from a central contrdl base, Their primary
mission 18 to gather intellizericé rather than engage the enemy, Efferte

contirte to train the VNSF, with marked improvement being noted throughout tne
Corps. As VNSF leadership and tactical kmowlsdge have improved, the CIDG have been
more williing to follow the VNSF, This is a key factor if the latter are to take
over CIDG camps.,

{5) iV _Corps Tactical Zone (Compary D).

(a) CIDG Force Structure, The training center at TO CHAU has been conducting
refresher courses oa crew-served weapons during the past quarter, CSF Companies
attend thess 5 a unit accompanied by their A-detachment USASF /VNSF. advisers, At
3east a year will be needed before all CSF companies have received thls training.

{b) “VNSF Force Structure, This company constantly stresses the need for
USASF and VNSF personnei tc work together and give each other the benefit of
their training. One method of insuring this would be to have VNSF NCO's and
USASF NCO's attend the MACY Recondo Schcol together under a "Buddy System,"

{6} MACV Reccndo Schcel, Tie School trains.seleced US/FWMAE. Persornel in the
techniqués and skills needed for Louug range reconnaissance operations in the
Republic of South Vietnanm,

(a) Cadre Strergthns, Average assigned and attached strengths were as follows:

5 5y ATCH OFE ATCH EM
August T 5S4 5 AUSTTIROK T ROK
September 8 58 1 AUST, 1 ROK 2 U, 2 ROK
Octceber 9 65 1 ausT, I ROK 1 US, 2 ROK

{v) Results of MACV Rezendc Schoui. Duaring this reporting period; the
MACV Recondc Schocl ceproiied 432 students for the three week Recondo Course.
Classes Roz-69 thru R=3-65 have graduated and class R-9-3% will graduate on
I6 Nov 66, The foilowing is & breakdown.of students.for.-R=2,69. .to R-8-69
Recondc classes by unit and Corps area:

Recondo Classes Entr Drpt Grad . Comp
I Corps

3rd Mar Div 33 8 25 0
Americal Div 31 P i8 ) o]
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RECONDO CLASSES Entr Drpt Grad Comp
11 Comsj

ist Cav Div 27 2 2h 0
hth Inf Div 20 ] 16 Q
I73rd Abn Bde z o] 2 0
ROK Forces V 36 1 32 3
Thai Forces Lh z uz 0
Go F, Sist Inf 28 17 1 0
HI Corps

1st Div 28 11 i7 0
11th Arm Cav Regt ] g 3 0
25th Inf Div 37 I0 27 o
10ist Abr Div 35 16 19 0
199th Ot Inf Bde 19 8 11 0
fn T 20th Inf L6 20 26 0
v Corps

Gth Inf Div 1z é 8 0
USARV

U.S.A8.F. 10 L 6 0
U.S.AF. I6 5 i3 0

f¢) Combat Orientation Course, This course traine newly arrived USASF

perscrnel in needed combat siills and prepares them for their roie of advising
Vietnamese ccuriterparts. During this reporting period 905 students finished

the ccurse. Only 183 or 20F of them received failiing grades, The rate of
failure has been steadily decreasing due to improved teaching, Sixty eight
classes were inspected, Nine were superior, LS5 were good and ili were satisfact-
ory. There were no unsatisfactory classes taunght, The highlight of the report-
ing period was the moving of the FTX to Hon Tre Island, All cadre and students
agreed this was very beneficial and a great improvement 3n the training, Plans
were ther made to c:znduct. the entire course on the Island, On 7 October this
mcve was completed with no problems encountered,

(7) VUNSF Training Center (Detachment B-51), During the reporting period this
detachment successfuliy accomplished its mission of previding advice and assistance
to the VNSF Training Center in training VNSF and CIDG personnel.

{a) Programs and Results. Ths following is a 1ist of Clmsses graduated or in
J6
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rogress daring *ne reporiing perded:

COURSE Ne¢, GRAD DATE STUDENTS
32nd CIDG ldrs z0 Aug 68 90
33rd DO 23 Sep 68 102
3ist CRP 12 Sep 68 153
3znd DO 28 Oct 68 152
13th VNSF Off and EM 31 Oct 68 76
Swn VNSF BAC 8 Sep 68 170
éth DO 26 Oct 68 I32
7th MSF BAC 20 Sep 68 184
1st Med Spec 12 Oct 68 6
12th USASF BAC 20 Sep 68 23

Ccurses currently i progreess

COMMRNCED
Lth TAE KWON DO 16 Aug 68 37
Sth VNSF RTO 26 Aug 68 38
znd Camp Commander 30th Bep 68 20
3hth CIDG ldrs 7 Oct 68 86
13th USASF BAC 28 Oct 68 3

A total of 1AL3 students either graduated or were a‘tending the schooi duwing

this tame, This 1g .0C students more than during the entire first 6 monuus of
1968, It is significant that the VNSF, CIDG Leadership, and Combat Reconnais-
sanca Piatoor courses had incireased student enroliments,

(bY Improvements in Training Program, During this quarter both training
faciiities and the quality of instruction continued to improve. A special L8
pop-up target apparatus was constructed for the Quick Kill Reaction Range. The
range itseif, consistine of six lanes (150 by 7 meters) each with eight pop-up
targets and numerous stationary ones; will be completed by 9 November 1966, An
area beautification program was started., Projects include a new asphalt entrance
to the Center arnd a new helipad, Work continues in clearing and leveling the
eastern side of the comnpcund, The Camp Commander Course has been revived and
will be scheduled on a regular basis during the next three months, " Up to 20
students can be enrolled in this course, t was lagt given in 1966, The most
sigrificant improvement in training was the hiring of six Montagnards as in-
structors, All fluent in Vietnamese, “ogether they can also speak nine ethnic
languages, This sh¢uld greatly improv. the quality of instruction for troops
whe are membters of mirority groups.
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(< Problem, Ten training inspections were conducted of 50 classes.
Twenty-riine of these were rated unsatisfactory., There were a number of reasons
for this, Inccrrect material was being taught. Instructors were sometimes
ignorant about their subject. Often they had poor teaching habits. Lastly,
students were indifferent. The next reporting period shwuld show improvement,
Emphasis 1s being placed on the qualiity of instruction and the Vietnamese have
willingly accepted criticism and advice,

f+ Combat Developments.

(1) Froject Sonjia, The Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) infiltration Route
interdiction Program car now be employed country-wide, The lessons learned from
the pilot project in II CTZ were disseminated throughout the Corps Tactical Zones,

(2 Four new ftems were evaluated during the quarter,

(a) Wrist Compass® This item; although not a substitute for a lensatic
compass, was rated satisfactory by all who were issued one. The only complaint
was that the Iuminous markings chipped off when subjected to field conditions,

{b) Two quart collapsible canteern? This was tested and found to be a great
improvement @ver the canteen now carried,

(c) Demoiiticn Knifes It combines the best features of the crimpers found
in the standard demo chest and the currently issued demo ¥nife, It has crimpers,
fuse cutter, wire stripper. punch; screw driver and a knife blade baili into the
bedy of the knife, The only thing lacking is & can opener,

(d) Astrciitez In the field of demolitions astrolite is the newest explosive
since Coli, For sdis transportaticn, the explosive comes packaged in two separate
compenents? a iiquad,and a powder, Separated they are harmless chemicals, But
once the pecwder is dissolved into the liquid, it becomes an explosive just as
powerful if not more so than Colf, After the liquid 1s poured on the growund and
soaks in, it cannot be detected by sight, smell or mechanical means, Once in
place 1t willi retain its expliosive capabilities for up to four days. Astroiite
is presently being used in Project Sonjia,
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g. Aviations

(1) Army Aviation Support. The Sth Special Forces Group (Atm); because it
has no organic aviation support, must depend on General Support Aviation provided
by the OPCON Corps/Field Forces, COMMUSMACV has directed these Corps/Field Forces
to provide two UH-1 helicopters for each company and the Group Headquarters to
fulfill administrative and command and control requirements, The only tactical
aviation support that must be provided is that needed by the MACV Recondo School
and Project Delta when on OOMUSMACV directed operations, MACV directed support
has not teen sufficient to meet the needs of the Speciml Forcas units, Very few
airmobile operations are being conducted by CIDG forces except in II Corps., B
detachment commanders; whc.advise a regimental size force, get helicopters for
command and liaiscn requirements only every three or four davs. Replacements,
mail, inspection teams, etc., are frequentlydelayed due to a lack of air transport-
ation, Because of a countrywide shortage of aviation and the low priority -given
to Special Forces and CIDG requirements by the OPCN Corps, little support is
received inadditiom to that directed by MACV, Much of this reporting period has
been devoted to a study of what are the minimum aviation requirements of Special
Forces, The study resulted in a request for additional support sent to COMUSMACV
in accordance with the provisions of MACV Directive 95-3 on 10 October 1968,

(See Inciosure 13 for the significant portions of the study.,)

(2) Tactical Airlift Support, Major Leo Fortschneider, the 5th SFGA TALO,
departed for'Minot AFB, North Dakota, on 1 October 1968, He was replaced by

Major Harvey C, Biegart who previously served as the TALO for Company A at BIN
HOA,

(3) Airfields. Special Forces units are iocated near 61 separate airfiélds
throughout Vistnam, Most of these are used principally by Special Forces advised
CIDG camps, X program has been undertaken to inform the "A" detachmént commanders
of their responsibilities concerning routine maintenance; police, and control of
their airfieids, Coordination has been effected with Aviation Plans and Faczilities
Branch at USARV in an attempt to clearly define these respongibilities.

(L) I Corpe Tactical Zone (Company C).

(a) Army Aviation Support. Detachmgnt Cpi had two assigred UHiH aircraft.
This is not enough to effectively satisfy daily requirements, Because of the
dispersed locatiocns of the A camps and the necessity for frequentliy visiting
them, more aircraft are essential, This C detachment also has the responsibility
of aviation support for the B detachment of lst MSFC, Whenever MSF trocps are
deployed. for example; it is necessary to provide them with a Command and Control
ship, This leaves cnly one helicopter to support the C detachment and nine K
Detachients. There is also a problem with transportation Prom DANANG to NHA
TRANG, The Air Furce no ionger flies to NHA TRANG on a regularly scheduled
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basis, 7he Otter supposedly schedulea Monday, Wednesday and Friday seldom
flies that often. This precipitates problems not only for priority staff
and personnel visits, but also for safe hands traffic.

(b) Tactical Airlift Support: The SL section of Detaéhment C=1 has had
excellent success obtaining tactical or logistical airlift support., A4lthough
only one C7A is assigned to this unit, there has been no real difficulty getting
additional onas, The biggest problem is that several camps do not have air
fields that are aopen to C7A traffic, This necessitates airlifting supplies
via helicopter. It has already been requested that one CH-46 be permanently
assigned for that purpose, Some camps have a (123 capability, These aircraft
are briefed 48 hours in advance and there have been ro_prcblems in this ares,
The runway at camy HL THANH has been closed since early August and the majority
of resupply missions have been air drops. On 31 Ostober 1968 a Low Level
Parachute Extraztion was -ompleted and this delivery system will be used in the
future,

{c) Tacti:al Fighter Supports Support has been excellent and there are
no real problems in this area, However, experience has verified that a
Forward Air Controller who is highly familiar with Special Forces ~amps and
operations can dc the bast job, especially during periods of limited wisiviiity,
C-1 is assigned only 2 FAC s and one C-1 aircraft, Even though each camp reseives
exxellient suppori; the effa;tiveness of air support would be greatly erhanced
by adding A FACYs and 4 sir-rafs, This hes bezn proposed and is pregar’'iF “eoilg
zonsidersad through Air Forse -hannels, The Beacon=controlied bombing unii has
been tested at camps A-=104 and - ..} and found to be very effective, This unit
provides an al:-weather, ascurate, :.ose air support capability essentiai for
A Detashments, It is easy to operate and snould be deployed on A sites more
often, Hopefully, in the future. there will be enough so that an A team zan be
provided with one whenever the situation dictates.

‘d) Pattern Analysis Technigues Applyed to Target Acquistion: The in:rsased
emphasis placed on the interdiction of enemy LOC-s and base areas requires that
targets be selected a:cording to the latest available intelligence, - Mast units
would simply task their S2 Air with this responsibility, but the Spscial Farces “CT
Team dces not have a TO&E siot for one, However, the Order of Battle Sectic 1is
wall suited for the job of target acquisition, In order to develop trends and
make securate estimates of the enemy situation; it is necessary for the OB section
to 258 pattern znalysis vechniques. This is simply an organized process of recording,
posiing, and anaiyzing intelliigence reports, 7In C Compary an enemy situation
mep (1:50,000) is maintained for each camp, Za:h map is equipped with three over.ays,
Inteiligence reports from various esurces can be organized and plotted on these
overiays, Agent rororts are posted in one overlay, information from aerial
reconnaissanze and surveilance on snother. and intelligence from the various electroaic
sensing devi:es on a third, Separately, each overlay provides only a part of the
situation, When alil ttyes are placed on the map, the entire enemy situation becomes
more apparent, OJnce a trend 1in enemy axtivity has been determined; the process
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of target acquisition can begin, For example, an analysia of enamy activity
indicates that supplies are being moved along a certain route and stored in a
bass area, Targets are plotted for the intardiction of these routes and for
the destruction of base areas, A target 1list, including descriptions and
evaluatinng; is sulmitted to the S3 for execntion, The S3 then employs aerial
or artillery assets against the targets. Thess are plotted and dated to show
what coverage has been made; and to aid in the selection of new ones,

(5) 1II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B.

- (&) Army Aviation Support. The two (2) UH=1 (Slicks), and one (1) U-iA
(0 Hui) provided to support Company H falls short of commard and Iiaison
requirements, The Company has three '(3) "B™ detachments and 20 "X"™ detachments
deployed throuthout II CTZ which is the largest CTZ in Vietnam. The lack of.
aircraft to perform command (support) ilaison activities continues to limit
Spacial Forces efforts in II CTZ,

(b) Tactical Airlifrt Support. Excellent,

(¢) Tactical Fighter Support. Excellent,

(6) III Corps Tactical Zone {Company A).

(a) A Aviation Support. Company A must aupport the "C* deiachment and
thres (3) %i% detachments with two (2) UH-1 helicapters for command and liaison
provided by II FFV.,, This arrangement gives the ¥B™ detachment cammander a means

of visiting nis subordinate units oniy once every three days which is tetally
inadequate,

(b} Tsctical Kiriift Support., Excellent

(¢) Tactical Fighter Suprort. Excellent

{7) IV Corps Tactical Zome {Cempany D),

(a) Army Aviation Support, Although authcrized two (2) UH<) #Slicks® for
command and Tiaison support; Company D is receiving only one UH-1 per day to
support the “C" detachment and twe (2} "B detachments, The CORDS helicopter
provided to B=4l and B-43 are used primarily for MACV_missions, As a resuit
it is extremely difficult for the detachment commanders to exercise adequate
supervision over subordinate units because of & lack of transpor};ationo

(b Tactical Aariift Support. (F 17 Zocations occupied by Special Forces
personnel in IV Corps, 7 cannot be re-suppiied by air landed fixed wing aircra‘t,
The CH-U47, capable of handiing 7,000 1bs.; is needed to augment the C=7A support
provided by the USAF on a regular basis., Company D is aloocated one (1) C-%k
daily. but also to & change in crew scheduling bv the Air Force the number of
sorties available to haul cargo daily has been reduced by two or three. This
increases the demand for CH-L7 support by 10.070 to 15,000 1bs more cargo to be
hauled daiiy. CH=W7 support provided by IV Corps falls about 10 sorties per
week short of the airlift needed by Company D,

(¢) Tactical Fighter Support, Exosilent
ui
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h, Iogistics.

(1) General. The average number of persomnel supported during the
period 1 Aug 88 to 31 9ct 68 by type was:

USASF ~ 2165
GSF - 3L,870
MSF o= 7,6;43

(2) Supply.

(a) During vhe period 23-27 August 58, A-239 located at Iuc Lap came
under attack and received direct logistical support frem the ISC to supple=-
ment the support received from the Forward Supply Points at Ran Me Thout and
Pleiku, This support consisted mainly of air drops to the camp of critical
items, Two medical kits, 72 rounds of 8lmm Illumination rounds, and 23,000
rounds c¢f ,30 Caliber Carbine were dropped in the first day, Additional
supplies during the remairing periods consisted of 40O gallons of water, 20

M-79is, 800 fragmentation grenades, 200 - 105mm HE ro \ds and 1,000 rounds of
LOmm M-79 rounds.

(b) The costs of local purchase of supplies during the three month
reporting period was:

Aug Sep Lot
Tot3) Expenditure: $2h1,207 $22,6L9 $21,,020
Rice Purchase $220,087 0 $208,105

Items pur:chased locally included electrical fixtures, administrative supplies,
repair and utility items; and vehicle repair parts. Their quality varied
from good to exceilent since many items were U.S. made. The only ones of poor

quality were eliectrical fixtures; particularly light bulbs.which .are locally
made .,

(3) Maintenance:

(a) The percentage of deadlined equipment for the reporting perios
was ¢
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IS we s oo
Crew Served 3% 2% 2%
Small Arms 3% 3% 3%
Mortar 3% 3% 3z
Artillery 0% 0,4 0%
Generators 6% 8% &2
Forklifts 132 8% 8%
Vehicles 3% L% kg
0ffice Machines 01 o4 0%
Recoilless Rifles 0% 04 0%

Most of the deadiine figures remain fairly constant er vary only in tenths
of a percent which are not reported, The deadline figures for generators
and forklifts went down due to increased maintenance esmphasis,

(b) Llesson plans were recently received from the Orcance Center at
Aberdeen Proving Grounds an’ plans are being formulated to conduct a series
of organizational maintenance classes for four to five days duration at each
B and C Detachment.

(¢) During the period 24=26 Oct 68, a class on >rescribed lLoad Lists
was given to ten selected Vietnamese personnel at the ISC, All training
materials utilized were received from the Mobility Equipment Command in
St. Iouis, Missouri., The classes were designed to acquaint the students
with the methods of establishing and maintaining prescribed load lists of
repair parts,

(4) Mcvements:

Cargo in short tons moved during the reporting period wass

HODE AG SEP ot

C7a/C123 627,.9 708.7 5110

€130 157hoh 1L99.7 852.3
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HODE Aug st oo
Air America 0 0 19.5
LST 307.7 0 60k .5
Convoy 28,5 9Le3 0

The 0" figure reflected for movement, by Air America during August and
September is normal since ugually they do not have unobligated aircraft

to haul supplies for outside agencies, The greatest problem area is the
lack of helicopter supnort for the Forward Supply Point at CAN THO, Seven
camps there do not have airfields at all and others are under water during
the monscon seasons, The only way they can be supplied is by helicopter

or airdrops. However the shortage of air items preclude extensive air drops
and helicopters are needed to retrieve the air items for reuse. Requests for
additicnal helicopter supnort from both the Forward Supply Point at CAN THO
and the Sth SFGA Headquarters have been forwarded to higher headquarters

and some improvement has been noted in recent weeks,

(5) Support:

(a) During the period 24 Sep to 24 Oc*, the Sth SFGA received ammunition
support from 1lst Log Cmd based on a weapons density basis, The amounts
received were adequate and were a marked improvement over the previocusly
authorized amounts which were based on a monthly bulk basis, However, DA on
260 Oct witldrew the authority to provide the 5th SFGA ammunition on & weapons
density basis and directed a return to the old bulk all. =zion system, Based
on past experience; there will be many problems of amm .1on shortages, and

steps are being taken to increase the bulk monthly allocations to acceptable
standards,

(v) At the present, 5th SFGA is receiving about 10% £111 of requisitions
from lst lLog Command. However, aue to new interservice support agreements
signed recently, the percentage should rise considerably after the lst Log
Cmd fa~ilitiss adjust their requisitioning procedures to meet our demands
The percentage of fills from the Cocunterinsurgency Support Office cannot be
adequalely determined, but the support has generally beer. cormendable and
the order ship time is averaging about 100 days, )

(¢) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C}, During the period 1 August 1968
to 31 October 1968 the Forward Supply roint for I Corps experienced a rapid
incresse in 1ts support mission. This was caused by the construction of two new
CIDG camps at MAI IAC and JONG SN, the seige of HA THANH and THOUNG DUC; and
the expansicr of *he Mobile Strike Fcrce Command.
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(a) U@ygg. The Forward Supply Point presently supports 3220 CSF; 910 MSF,
and 268 USASF, for a tctal of L398 troops. With the completion of a new Sl
warehouse, a rigged ready shed;, and a new hardegurfaced outside storage area.

the Forward Suppliy Point now has adequate facilities to support the Special Forces
mssion in i Corps., Un cu &ugust 1968 construction began on the two new CIDG
camps lacated at MAT LOC and BONG SN, By prestocking a majority of the con-
struction material and equipment no significant delay was experienced in the
construction pahce, The major problem was transportation; tuat outstanding
support by the 15th Aerial Port at DANANG Air Base helped solve this, Two major
tactical operations were supported this quarter. One was at camp HA THANH and

“he olher at Camp THUONG DUC, The three-week stockage of food, ammunition, and
eguipment on sitt was invaluable because of the problems encountered trying to
resupply the camps while they were under siege,

(v) Maintenance, A spot check team will be organized at the ms.n gate of
the C-1 compound to inspect, at random, vehicles coming and poing, All vehicles
that cannot he repaired on the spot will be sent to the maintenance cfficer for
necessary action, The daily deadline percentage is approximately 17 percent.
Most of this is due to lack of parts and transportation to and from the "A" sites,
There is also a shortage of personnel at this facitliy, A requisitioning account
has been established with the 85th Maintenance Battalion and they are able to fill
most of the fast moving critical requisitions. T! deadline status has improved
greatly since the establishment of this account. i#equisitioning from LSC has -
been cut by approximately 50% on all standard parts, To date very few refpigere
ation parts have been received from LSC thereby causing the deadline of a great
number of air conditioners and refrigerators,

(c) Movements,

The Forward Sappiy Peint shipped tne following tonnage to the "A¥ Teams during
the gquarier,

Air lands  175,99C
Air Drop: 17,199
Convoy » 1,432
Sea Lift- 1,509
TCTAL:; 196,130 tons
Closer coordination was established a4 the C7A Caribou ramp, Each night C7A

Operations is given . 1ist of supplies to be moved and in what gequence, This
has almost e!minated Joads being delivered to the wrong camp,

dj Services. A permanent contact team had been established to rotate
between the PA? Teams, The team repaired vehicles and instructed team mombers

on prevsntive raintenance, It was quite effective until a shortage of US
personnel with mairntenance MO5's required it tc be called back to the FSP,
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tel Improvemerts. At present the stock record cards are being reorganized
at the FSF, When this is completed, Due<Cits and Due-Ins will bte maintained by
item on them, A change is also being made from the ‘Multi-Line reauisitioning

procedure to the single :ine DA Farm 2765,

(£} Adeguacy of Support. The support received by Company C is generaliy
good because the FSP requisitions from three sources: The Naval Support Activity,
Logistical Command Danang Support Command, and the Logistical Suppcrt Center NiA
THANG,

(g) VNSF-USASF Counterpart Relaticnships, Joint inspection visits to “A™
camps of this conmand wiil be conducted to assess the value of present suppcrt
and to determine unique or special requirements, Through joint direct contact
Company C will be able to settle existing logistical difficulties and determine
the usefulness of controlL and maintenance procedurgs at each camp.

(g) II Corps Tactical Zone (Company B),

(a) Supply. Company B logistical operations in II Corps support approxim-
ately 2,800 Mcbile Strike Force soldiers, 12,000 Camp Strike Force soidiers, and
600 USASF Two special tactical operations were supported during the reporting
period that warrant comment, On 18 August 1968, Camp DAK SEANMG 7Tocated in northe
ern 1I Corps came under heavy attack, From 23 to 26 August, Camp DUC LAF in
southern II Corps was under seige by the NVA, 10,000 pounds of supplies were air
dropped into DAK SEANG on 19 August using C7A aircraft and Gl3 parachutes, The
drops were made from 300 feet at the entrance to DAK SEANG, Some problems were
encountered durung this support operation, GClass IV and V supplies were not pre-
rigged, Two to three hours were lost rigging the initial loads, At the present
time L {7A loads are pre-rigged at the FSP and are held irn reserve, Also, items
needed, priorities, and quantities could not he determined at the camp because
of the tactizal situation, A1l supplies ajir-dropped had to be selected by the
C Detachment Staff, DUC LAP was resupplied by air drop utilizing C7A aircraft
and Cl13 and T7A parachutes from an altitude of 300-500 feet, During the period
of the heaviest fighting. medical supplies were dropped at night, Due to the
heavy grourd fire and the extremely small area of the camp stili held by friendly
forces, the night drops were unsuccessful, After the fighting tapered off,

CH-L7 and CH- 54 heiilcopters were used to resupply the camp until the airstrip
could be made cperational, Local purchase has been reduced to an average of
$500 per month at the C Detachment, Items generally purchased are VN light
bulbs,. stencils, and RRU items, The quality of these 1tems varies with some
below the standards of US- made equipment,

(b) Mainy Lenance, During the past thres months, Company B has greatly
improved the material readiness posture of all equipment, The following are
some of the steps taken, Equipment densities have been reduced within Company
B, US maintenance personnel and the assigned Filipino Tech Representatives at

b6
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each B detachment have helped organize and operate maintenance programs, Maint-
‘enance Contact teams have been furnished by lst Logistical Command units. During
the past 4C days, 1st Log teams lLave worked in 90% of Company B's detachments, A
school for indigenous mechanics working on ™A" .gites.is planriad., Mhen tha .additional
ECCI automotive instructors are assigned to each B detachment, they will travel to
each camp and conduct the training. Since CH-Sl helicopters nave been available,
there has beer. no difficulty evacuating excess or unssrviceable equipment, The

percentage of deadlined equipment is decreasing at the present and this is expected
to continue,

(¢) Movements, The movements section at Company B moved the following ton-

nage during the past 3 months:

July: Airland 2,698,000 pounds
Airdrop 100,000 pounds
Vehicle Convoy 218,000 pounds
August 2 Airland 2,645,580 pounds
Airdrop 39,648 pounds
Vehicle Convoy 186,882 pounds
September Airland 1,636,199 pounds
Airdrop 175 pounds
Veniclie Convoy 259,623 pounds

A critical shortapge of air items existdd fcr a short time hut was resoived by
increasing assets and by puttine command emphasis on the bhackloading of air items,

(¢) Servigces. Visits to the individual detachments by the Compamy B Sh and
NCOIC alleviated many lcgistics problems and have helped improve the logistical
suppori to the units. By implementing a due-out system during July and Augustg
the responsiveness of Company B°s support system has increased tremendously,
Streamlining the stock control section and conducting numerous inventories hag
enabled the FSP to process requisitions more quickly, The most serious problem
at present is the shortage of US personnel. to supervise, B-20 ig without a
suppiy tergeani and B2l had no supply sergeant during October, The FSP at Pleiku
is short 2 supply supervisors whilie B -23 ESP is short L, Comnany B has been
getting cargo airlift support from II Corps helicopters, CH-SL support has been
outstandang over the past 3C dayz. 1st Logistical support has been good
in bo*k maintenance and general suppiy. This could be improved If pergonnel were
assigned to Ccmpany Bis FSP to permit a liaison zan with QUI NHON and PLEIKU 1st
Log units, ISC support has been outstanding. A new building program has been
submitted to the Staff Engineer that wiil prowride the physical faeilities needed
for the planned expansion of the CIDG support operation in II Corps., The exist-
ing faciiities are grossly inadequate and 1imit efficlency.

H7
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‘6) 111 Corps Tactical Zone (Company A),

(a) Supply. Within the III CTZ Tactical Zone there are approximateiy ten
thousand troops that depend on the FSP for their logistiecal support. Suppiies
for this support are obtained from the 506th Depot at Long Binh, the Engineer
Cons*ruction Yard at YUNG TAU, and the Logistical Support Center in Nha Trang,
Suppurt has to be obtained from CAM RANH BAY when heavy drops are necessary,
Althugh ihe supplies are available in this area, the essential LAPES platforms
can only te obtained from support units located at CAM RANH BAY .

‘b) Maintenance. The utilization of 1lst Log subordinate units has increased
the procurement of spare parts, and reduced the deadline rate, At present with-
in the commard 1i% of the vehicles and 15% of the generators are deadlined. The
‘majority of these generators are 10 KW Libby with defective injector pumps. The
FSP has established a mobile contact team to assist subordinate detachments in
their maintenance program, Additional facilities have been added to the mcior
pooi to improve the maintenance support., Grease racks and self-filling wash racks

_have beer: constructed ard a new tire shop and welding shop are programmed,

f¢) Mcvement, On 10 Aupust the 3nd MSFC FOB was moved from SONG BE t. LONG
HAY oy L7 sorties of C-i23 aircraft carrying a 'total of 200 pax and 137,300 ibs
of cargc. Alsc, 133,730 1bs of supplies were airdropped into Katum during August,
Totai tornage moved by air increased sharply in September because supplies were
needed to rebuild KATUM {A-322) and THIEN NGON (A<323). A total of 369,688 ibs
of supplies werc airdropped (LAPES) into these two camps. October was highlighted
by the large unit move of Delta Project, Thirteen sorties of C-130 aircraft
iifted 295,760 1os of carge from QUAN 101 to AN HOA, The move started cn 13
C - e, but, due to inciement weather, was not complet:d until 17 Oztobe=, There
woré 155,200 1bs of supplies airdropped (LAPES) into THIEN NGON and KATUM this
montn, Totals for the quarter were 631 sorties, 2,162 tons, and 5,819 pax, Over
8,98 tons of supplies were shipped by truck convoy,

{d) The counter-parts are being encouraged to tecome active in the iogistical
operation, Bach afternocn a 1ist of receipts and issues are presented to them so
that they are aware of the availability of equipment and supplies, Thney have
obtuined certain critical items Irom their channels and distributed these to the
subcrdinate detachments, A VNSF is stationed at the shipping ramp tc insure the
correct delivery of the issued item to the teams.

{e) Problems, Enemy rocket and mortar fire closed the runwavs at botn
KATUM and THIER NGON tc fixed wing aircraft. Since 23 August 1968 over 1.5
million pounds of cargc have been airdropped (IAPES) into these two camps.
Although the LAPES were successful, they did cause some minor prcblems, On 28
August a LAPES platform was dropped too high and dug a hole in the runway ai
KATUM, This tock several weeks to repair. Occasionally, a pallet broke up,
scattering the ioad and dsmaging carg.. Engineer teams were brought into beth

g
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campx. KATUM .s ncw ¢pen to C-7A and C-123 but THIEN NGON is open only to C-7A,
The Air Ferce does send one Co7A Special Misgion per day into THIEN NGON. which
eliminated the necessity for airdrops there,

(5) 2V Corps Tactrcal Zore (Company D),

(a) Supply. Durarg the reporting period, the S=i Sectiun supported 799
USASF, 2.743 CSF. and Li$5 MSF. The NUI COTO Speciai operation received ammuni-
tion and rations by airdrop twice weskly, An MSS was established at TRAM CHIM
to support airboat operaticns at A-LOh, A.L31, and A-lj32, The change in group
pclicy permitting a thousand doilars per month for local purchases with no single
item over twenty dollars proved helpful, Some 35 outboard motors were removed
from deadline by the local purchase of spark plugs which were not available in
supply channels, : '

(b) Movement, The Air Force has cut the number of sorties per day on the C7X

from 7 or 8 down to L or 5. This was due to a lack of trained crews to fly the

aircraft as well as numercus maintenarce problems, A work chopper is also needed
since the Company’s one was locst several months ago. Overall during this period
Company D FSP handied 11,658,666 pounds of supplies. 8,636,796 pounds were
received from ISC at NHa TRANG, L,Ll3,780 pounds were shipped to subordinate
Detachments. Of this 1,831,972 1lbs went airiand, 747,274 airdrop, 8,200 lolex and
IAPES, and 1,629,918 slirglcad,
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ie Enginsersg

(L} Consiruction and Rehabilitation,

{a) Following comstruction was completed or under construction during the
reporving poriods

LOCATION CONST UNIT % COMPLETE EDC

Cl Mai Loc New camp 1 EBC 8o 21 Nov

Cl Mai Loc Airfield 100 _

C1l Nong Son New -~amp MCB=3 95 ]

C1l Tra Bong New TOC Staff Engr 25 Dec
- €1 Ha Thanh New Burnkers 35 EBC 100

Cl Ha Thanh Hosp, TOC 35 EBC 0 Unk

Ci S¢ Building Contract 100

Cl Sk Warehouse Contract 50 Unk

C2 Ben Het Rehab KBl 0 Unk

C2 Phu Tu: Airfieid 20 EBC 10 Unk

C2 Cung Son Rshab Ssif help 100

€2 An Loc Airfield 76 EBC 100

C2 Tieu Atar Camp completion  S21f help 90 TUnk

C2 Duc Co Warehouse contract o Unk

C2 MSF Bijlets Contract 100

C2 B=23 FSP Rehab 100

C2 B-23 MSF facility Salf help/70 EBC 90 Tnk

€2 Maint Contract 100

C2 Warshouse L Contract 95 Unk

C2 Dak Seang Airfield 299 EBC 30 ink

C3 Ton Le Chon Rehab kB2 80 Unk

C3 Katum Airfield, Rehab 168 EBC ° Unk Ink

C3 Tra Cu Airfield 148’ EBC 25 Unk

C3 Trang Sup Rehadb Se1f help 100

C3 Thien Ngon Airfield, Bunker 168 EBC Unk Ink

C3 Hon Quan Billet - TOC Self help 75 Unk

C3 Chi Linh Rehab ¥83/Self help 90 Unk

C3 Bu Dop 15 CSF Billets Self help 100

C3 Long Hai Rehab 25 EBC/Self help 100

C3 Bien Hoa TOC Contract 99 Unk

C3 Bien Hoa CSF Billets Self help 100

C3 Bien Hoa Hg Rehab Self help 100

C3 Bien Jioa Ration breakdown <ontract 100

C3 2 BEQ Contract 95 Unk

C3 Long Hai Convalescent Ctr Conlract 100

C3 Hospital remodel Contract S T Jan

C3 Bunkers Salf help 80 Unk

C3 R&U Bldg Self help 100

C3 Tay Ninh Rehab Salf help Unk Unk
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LOCATION CONST_UNIT %_COMPLETE EDC
fq To Chau Rehad KB 90 Unn
ciu My Diea II New Censt < help 90 Unk
Cl. Fer=onnel Bunk=rs S AT 100 .
Ch Ba Xnai S8l bslp Unk Cak
CL CIDG Bi.lets Seif help 100 S
Cu TOC Self help S0 Unk
CL Whse storags bins Self help 100 Unk
Gl Tuyen Nhoa New .onst Self help Unk Unk
Gy Thanh Tri Camp .onst KBl Unk Unk
B=5C New KB3/Contract 100 cou
SFOB BOQ #: Contract 35 5 Dec
SFOB Sag BEQ Coniract 98 10 Nov
SFOB Mezs Az30: Warehcuse Contract 100 @0
3FOB Handball -surt Self help 65 Unic
SFOR Air M:vement blag Self bhelp 10 15 Nov
SFOB LSC Test fize pix Self help 100 e
SFOB Mor*ar pits Self help 50 15 Nov
SFOE f'fizer Siub Renovation  Coatract 80 27 Nov

b, Fcllowing :onstruction is planned for next quarter:

SFOB 8i:t Ranger CIDG Billet Contract iy Nov
SFOB Conference Room Self help 4 Nov
SFOB BEQ #3 Contract I Pec
SF(B BEQ #u Contract 10 Jan
SFOB BOQ Fzeid Grade Contract 1 Dec
SFOB S2 Hawkhill Facility Contract 20 Nov
SFOB Dispensasry Contract 15 Nov
SFOB Twe wells Self help Unk
SFOB Dzng Ba Thin 2 Wells Self help Ink
SFOB Suai Dau Contract Unk
Caup Goodmar Rehab Ccntract Unk
I CTZ Training Centar Contrazt Unk
Ber. Het Renovation Self help Unk
Plea Me Relocation Self help Unx
Trang Ploi: drazinage and rehadb Self help Unk
C3 Bien Hsa Gewnersior shed Seif help Unk
C2 Bzl Contract Unk
SFOB B-62 FOB .»ustraction Sontract Unx

2, Well Driiling Operations.

.4, This unit has ths reaponsibility to provide wells for all detachments
of ihe Svn SFGA, Av grezeni; however, the 3lst Engineer Detachment; Sth SFGA,
has n¢ o:gani: w211 driiling sapahility., It does have ome well drilling rig
which is not air mebile, To meet the requirements set by Sth SFGA,; the Detazhment
should have a minimim of two air mobile well drilling rigs, each operated by a
team of 3 individuals with MOSis of 62G20Q,.

\b) A well rig borrowed from the Kontum Province Chief has been used to
Ari1ll four wells in Kontum Province. This rig can be recalled by the Province
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Chief without notice,

f¢) The rig in III Corps put in a well rated at 100 GFM at TRANQ SUP.
a well rated a% 35 GPM at TAY NINH, a well rated at 25 GPM at BON QUAM and
current,y is drilling the firsv of three wells in LONG HAI. The team 15 having
difficulties at LONC HATI becauss of overnmight sand seepage, mt this will be
eliminated by use ol pea gravel as packing material, After the comnletion of the
thres wells at LONG HAI. the team will be moved to DUC 1AP,

3. Bbudgering and Funding.

Funds cbliga.ed: $2,161,7L3.33
Funds unsbiigated: $ 7L6,839,77

¥

%o Pubiiz Works and Utilities,

{a) R&U Se:tion -omplsted 595 work orders during reporting period.
() Carpenter Shop :zpstructed 13,500 pallets and 10,470 concrete blocks,

i 3) During the month of August the water shortage reserve dwindled to
a iow of 15.000 gailons resulting irn water rationing at the SFOB., By sink-
1ng sSeveral new weils and continual maintenance of the old wells; the reserve
was maintained near its maximum of 100,000 gallons during Ssptember and October.
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je Political Warfare {POLWAR).

(3} General.

{a) During this period the Sth Special Forces Group (Airborme; set up
three objectives for the POLWAR program:

(1) Estabiish and maintain a high degree of loyalty, Disciplire and
morale within the CIDG,

(2) Gain the support of the civilian population by improving the civil-

. ian milltary relationships,

(3) Combat the VC/NVA through effective use of Psychological Warfare,

{b) Seven specific areas were outlined in which these objectives were to be
implemented. These included improving counterpart relations; training of US
4/PO persornel, proper utilization of school trained CA/PO personnel, integ-
rating the POLWAR effort with the operational and intelligence gathering effort,
improving the quality, quantity, and reaction time of psychological operatiocns,
increasing the coordination both within the Sth Special Forces; the Lth PSYOPS
battalion and MNCCORDS, and improving the effectiveness of our reporting and
evaluation system,

(c) With this program as a basis, the S5 Section has revamped, revitalized
and expanded the POLWAR Program of the 5th SFGA, In addition to ‘increasing
the individual productivity of CA/PO personnel at all levels, new orog=sms and
procedures were developed which changed the scope and enhanced the effective-
ness of the POLWAR program. Among these new programs were the improved motiv-
ation and indoctrination program, the centralized quick-reaction PSYOPS exploit-
ation program, the resource management program and the quantitative evalu-
ation system, When the USASF S5 adopted the VNSF POLWAR concept eariier this
year, the keystone of that concept w-s the motivation and indoctrination of
the CING soldier. The welfare, loyalty, and education o the CING
became the number one pricrity of the USASF,; replacing the civilian population
as our first concern. These efforts were brought together under the motivation
and indoctrination program, Housing for dependents of the CIDG has proved to
be an excellent morale builder with the CIDG troops, hoth reducing the AWOL
rate and boosting the enlistment rate., Under the motivation and indoctrination
program a survey was conducted to determine the living standards of the CIDG
througnout the RN, As a result of this survey, priorities for CIDG dependent
Lousing were established, Construction of 1L8 units of housing at MY DIEN II
and the Mobiie Strike Force Training Command were annroved in September, A
large effort was initiated to complete construction of all previously approved
projects, By the end of Calendar Year 1968, it is planned to have the necessary
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dependent housing approved for all locaticns in Special Forces TAOR's throughout
the RVN, Another step in the motivation and indoctrination program was the
creation of a cocrdinated countrywide CIDG Soldier of the Month and Camp of the
Month program., These programs should be implemented in the near future, Train-
ing and utilization of the 16 man POLWAR Teams, the crux of the M&I program,
continued. In A Company, for instance, all the teams have bean trazined and are
fully operatioral., The traditional motivation and indoctrination activities,
now inccrporated in this broad program, have continued to expand and show cor-
responding results, Using May as the base figure, the distribution of magazines
tc the CIDG increased an average of L3 percent in each of the last four months,
Newspaper distribution increased an averape of 148 percent a month, The nwnber
of movies shown and the attendance at these movies increased 3% and 51 percent
respectively for the la:t four months, At the same time the AOL rate dropped
“rom 1,16 percent to .99 percent during the same period,

(d) The second major innovation in the POLWAR program was a revitalization
of the PSYCPS program, First came the centralized PSYOPS auick-reaction
exploitation program. A1l daily intelligence summaries and sitnation reporis
were filed through the S5 officer. These were immediately studied to look for
opportunities for PSYOPS exploitation., Companies were immediately calied to
ask if these opportunitics had been exploited yet., This process stimulated
efforts of C,B, and A Detachments, greatly increased the speed of PSYOPS exnloit-
ation and substantially expanded the number of opportunities which were actunally -
exploited. Over 150 queries were sent out in the first three months that cuis
new program was operational;, most of which resulted in successful PSYOPS expliolt-
ation., Second came the increased speed of leaflet dissemination, Through c¢isse
coordination with the Lth PSYOPS Group the time required to meact to intelligence
and disseminate a standard leaflet was cut from days to 2 hours. The development
and disgemination of specific quick reaction leaflets was cut te 24 houwre. Un
onz occasion these gpecific leaflets were out of the aireraft ooly four hours
after PSYOPS intelligence was received in the field, Third was the incrcased
effort to provide PSYOPS support for combat operations, A PSYOPS EEI annex
was added to the 5th SFGA Collection Plan; and a POLWAR Annex is required on
alt operations orders. Using May as the base figure, again, the number of
leaflets disseminated by air has increased an average of 62 percent a month for
the last four months, ILeaflets disseminated on the ground have increased an
average of 165 percent for each of the last four months, Hours of air icud-
sp=aker broaicasts have similarly increased 103 percent each month, and h.ours
of ground loudspeaker brondcasis have risen by an average of L3 percent each
month, These increases have paid off ir. an average monthly increase in Hoi
Chanhs of 25%,

(e) The POLWAR resource management program undertaken in the last months

is a many faceted program whish includes a new MTOZE to adapt to the expanded
POZWAR program, a budget and cost accounting system to provide effective
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apprcval in excess of the monthly limits set for detachments. The piaster limits
on the 507 furds detachments cculd spend each montn without Group S5 approval
were lowered by 50%8. ALl construction projects were required to have appreval
of the staff enginser and the Group Commander. The use of 907 funde tc¢ purchase
supplies normally available throurh Sk channels was prohibited. The secona of
this series of measures was revision of the S5 supply and logistics regulaticns
which estahblished a new centralized purchasing vrocedure and a faster distri-
bution system., Requests for supplies were required to be consolidated at the B
ard then the C Detachment level to nermit bulk, and therefore much cheaper,
parchasing, To 'speed the response to supply requests and to nrevent any slow@
down in the distribution of suppli:s which the new consolidated purchasing might
cause, C and B Detachment were required to keep on hand a one month’s supply of
materials required by subordinate detachments, The third in the series of
resource control tightening measures was in the area of manpower planning., To
prevent the constant turnover of S5 personnel and the resulting loss of indiv~
dual experience and prigram consistency, measures were initiated to stabiliize
S5 perscnnel in S5 assigrments. The Group Commander sent a letter to all
Detachment Commanders requiring that the latter remain in those S5 positions

for the dursiion of their tour in Vietnam, To reinforce this new poiicy, Si
began examining records of incoming personnel for S5 training or experience,
Those with such training and experience are row tapged hy the Group Si for

S5 positions at the detachments to whi ch they are sent,

(f) In addition, during the months of August and September the Group S5,
with support from the lith PSYOPS. Group, conducted two Civic Action/PSYOPS cfficer
courses a2nd one Civic Action/PSYOPS NCO course, These courses consisted of
2L hours of instruction on motivation and indoctrinatiocn, civic action project
planning, PSYOPS intelligence, PSYNPS development and counter-part reiations,
Cyay L0 officers ard men atterded these courses,

(g) Another item in the revitalization of the S5 program was the creation
of a quantitative evaluation system to measure the S5 results »f the four iine
compapiss. This system enables the S5 officer and Group Commarder to effectively
analyze each vompany's output and results over a riven period of time, It also
enabies them to compare the four diverse companies with each other., Finally, it
enabiss them to correlate where aeffort is achieving results and where it is not.
The final result of the evaluation system is 75 charts with accompanying analysis
which not only show effort and resulis, but which also highlight problem areas
throughout the S5 program,

{h) The final arec: in which the S5 nrogram has been revitalized is that of
relationg with the VNSi and CARE and Lth PSYOPS Group., Counterpart relations
were greatly strengthened particularly at the Group level, All major POLWAR
directives are now bi-lingual, The S5 annex to the MOPSUM will soon be a joint
bilingual report completed by each CA/PC cfficer and his YNSF counterpart work-
ing together. The same report will be forwarded throurh both USASF and VNSF

channels, 5‘;
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analysis of past resources, reaconcd estimates of future resource needs, and a
series of measures to impoge tighter controi on both material and manpcwer
r3sources,

(1) The new TOE for the S5 section has done two things, First it officislly
reccgnized the S5 section as the S5 section, with a LTC as S5 and a Majur as
Asst S5, Tnc section was previously authorized as two independent sections
PSYWAR ard Civil Affairs, with two majors as the staff officers. This reorgan-
1zatien created one S5 section and officially authorized the POIWAR concept as
the theory and organization by which the S5 section would cperate, The second
thing the new T(E did wag to provide the headquarters the structure and necessary
manpower wiih which to effectively carry out the POIWAR activities under tne
POLWAR concepts The jcbs cf the previously authorized personnel were redesign-
ated ard i1 .fficer and six EM were added to the headqnarters staff. The new
TOE inciudes the 55, Asst S5. a2 new POLWAR officer who, among other things,
supervises the Motivation and Indoctrination officer, the Civic Action and the
PSYOPS officer. a Plans officer, an operations sergeant, an assistant .perations
gergeant, an area spectalist sergeant for each CTZ, a senior NCO for POLWAR,
Movitvation and Indo:trination; Civic Action and PSYOPS, a psychologicai intele
ligence analyst, and a three man administration section, In addition vo pr -
viding minimum manpower required t¢ carry out the exnanded S5 nrograms the.new
TCE provided the capabiliity of either an of ficer or NCN in each function t5 be
in the field ay all times. It provided the capabiiity for tailored trouble
shooting teams from the headquarters to move into probliem areas guickiy, It
also provided capability for manning and operating the S5 briefing room and S5
0B maps and actiocn reports,

(2} The second measure in the resource management program was the crestion
of a detailed budget for all S5 funds and the concomitant creation of a cost
zccounting system, The cost acccunting system is a big departure from the
Comptroller’s funds expenditure system which records funds by who spent them,
rot whs used the resources for which the money was spent. The cost accounting:
system wiil allccate cost to the campanies or detachments who used goods
whether pruchased by the individual detachments, the central purchasing center
in SAIGON, or cbtained free from international Voluntary agencies in SAIGCHN,
The hudget and cost accountihig system enabled the S5 section to determine who
spent how much for what., It therefore helped tc predict needs in detaiy for
the caming year, to argue effectively for the funds.required tc meet these
needs, and to meniter how cicsely the actual expenditure of funds came to the
predicted expenditure,

(3) Tre third and last aspect of the resource management nrogram was &
scries of measures to tighten the control of S5 resources, The first of this

scries ¥vns a revision of POLWAR, Civic Action, and PSYOPS regulations to require
mere detaiied justificatlion for the approval of construction projecis and for
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the POIWAR Teans ' primary responsibiiity shculd be face-to-face communications,

On the farst few wisits the FOLWAR members should distribute commodities and find
out the popuiation‘s attitude towards the GVN. Once rapport has been established
the comversation can turn to discussion aboat the VG/NVA, Here is where intel-
ligence 15 gathered, Another essential element in a sucgessful medcap 15 to have
the CIDG and VNSF medics provide the wctuai treatment under the supervision of a
USASF medi:, This method not only improves the indigenous medics’® vprofiniency,
but also crec-2s a favorabie attitude towards GVN soldiers, In addition to health
and sanitation projects. the POLWAR Teams have assisted the civilian gopulation in
constructing or repairirg schools. dispensaries; churches, roads; and bridges.
During the reporting period efforts have been made to establish all civic action
projects on a self help tasis with the people providing at least 5C% of the labor,
In cne project, {repa.ring a pagoda); the people provided 50f of the labor and the
POLWAR Team provided SUf, While some team members worked on the project, ths
remainder went house.to-=hcuse explaining the project and how the government was
willing to helip the people to help themselves, Additionalliy, the POLWAR Team
used the same techniques meritioned on medcaps to gather intelligence, The net
resuit of this project was two subsequent self--help projects done by the

people and more intellignce gathered from them., Two particularly exploitable
civic action projects cccured during this period, In August, MINH ThaNH, Detach-
ment A<=33z, reported an cutbreak of disease in the local water butfalo, A Veter-
inarian from the 1st Infantry Division diagnosed the disease as nemmorhagic
septicemia which 1s passed by contact between the animals, After further invest-
igation and reports of simiiar animal deaths in AN LOG; the outbreak waz cl.ass-
ified as an epidemic wnich would threaten all water buffalo and cattle in IIX

CTZ if uncontrolled, Vaccine was ordered through USAID and delivered Irom
SAIGAN., The 5th Special Forces Group Veterinarian arrived at MINH THANE to
assist., The POLWAR Team consiructed a corral and chute for immuniziag the animals
and was instrumental in alerting the populace o bring in thneir animals for
treatment or Immunization, The reaction of the people to the project was very
impressive. They did most of the work rounding up the cattle and buffalo, The
Aninel Husbandry Team from BNH LONG Province did the immunizing while tne 5th
SFGA veterinarian provided technical assistance, Psychological operations to
expioit the situation were conductea by JUSPAQ, Vietnameae Information Service;
and the POIWAR Team. This project resulted in the immunization of over 7(% of
the livestock in BINY LONCG Province. stsmmed the spread of the epidemic, and
gained the appreciatior erd cerfidence of the people. In October, a joint civie
action project was conducted bstween two of our “B" Detachments, The projecs

was a FSYOPS field trip for fifty (50) boy scouts, They were flown from HON

WAN, B33 area; to LONG HAI Detachment B-36, At LONG HAI the POLWAR Team

took charge ¢f the boys and gave them lectures on the GVN, showsd them Vietnamese
movies, had a beach party. and entertained them, The PSYOPS obijectives were to
remove the boys from their envircment, show them a large part of their couantry,
and let them know what the GVN is doing for the people,
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(2) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C},

(a) Psychclogical Operations (PSYPPS), Friendly audiences included CIDG,
their depenhdents, refugess, and other inhabitants of the safe areas, The media
used were face to facs communication, hand dissimination of leaflets, and
loudspeaker broadcasts by the POLWAR teams, During the period apnroximately
1,100,0C0 leaflcts were disseminated, Face to face communication was cenducted
on patrols and medcape., At Cam; HA THANH during the month of September #nd at
THUONG DUC dwrang October the POLWAR teams, were succeasfully used, The target
audiences in both cases were the friendly, safe area population. The main themes
were "Support the GVN" and "Deny the VC%, At THUONG DUC, 4n particular, FSTOPS
activities enabled GWN wc maintain more effective control cver the peopie, The
POLWAR team made 5CO hours of loudspeakar broadcasts,

~ {b) Psy:hological Warfare (PSYWAR), During the period approximately
25,000,000 leaflets were dropped by aircraft on hostile troovs and popasations,
A small number of leaflets were left along trails and in night locations by
friendly patrcls. The +the&nes used were "Rally to the GUN" and "Your leaders
have Yied", ay well as some exploiting the high enemy casualties and poor medical
treatmant for wounded. Approximately 100 hours of aerial lovdspeaker broadcasts
were ueed, Constant coordination was maintained betwesen this headquarters ard ad-
Jevent and higher headquarters: in order to increase cur aquick reaction capability.
The 7th PSY(PS Brn. provided all printed propaganda materials and coordination for
aerial propaganda broadcasts, Support by this unit was outstanding., The PSYOFS
Officer is coordinating the temporary assignment of represertative Montaguavis to
the 7th PSTOPS Bn., These individials will be from the Cua, Bru, Hre ard Katu
tribes and wall be used to develcp themes directod toward Communist members of
these tribes,

{¢) Sccial Welfare, Our refugee population for camps HA THANH. and THUONG
DUC almoat dcubled during this period, with approximately 1,000 refugees bLeing
aiced, Assistance to these rxfugees as well as to the CIDG is complicated by the
tactical sitvation and the fact that both airstrips are closed. Approximately
76C,000 Ibe of commcdities were Lransported to all the camps, with the 1ionts
share going tc HA THANH and THUONG DUC. Supplies consisted of food stufrs,
clething, healitn items, kite, and vasious building materials, A survey of
dependent housing rieeds of the detachments was completed ~nd at THUONG DUC
temporary housing was provided.

{d) Motivation and Indsctrination, At the present time, all camps excapt
MAT.LCC have a POLWAR team, These teams are used to show mowies to the CIDG
and to give troop information lectures. The sgecond quarterly sports competition
is planned for the near future. As a result :f the extremely heavy contact at
camps HA-THANH .xd THUONG DUC victory celetrations were held at both locations.
These velebrations proved effective and at THUNG DUC, especially produced a
measurable inciease in mcrals, A Vietnamese Culture-Drama team has performed

*8
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with great effectivenezs in every camp and at the C Detachment, The shows are &

combination of drama, comedy, and music, with a mild propaganda epgeai, The team
i8 hard working and visits ealt camp for three days at & time., At the "™ camps,
performances are piven to both civilians and CIDG, At the C Detachment, the

‘Mgbile Striks Ferce, the wounded in the hospital, and laborers have been en‘ew-

tained.

(e) Ciyis Aution, Sanitsticn projmcts have been started at Camp BA IC with
bridge ¢coms*ratiion and repair pianned for the fubture, The ageiculbure program
at Camp Gia Vur has been greatly expanded ard is proving very suvccessful, Piots
have beer. started at Bi TC. The program has been enlarged to include Camp MINK
FoNG and will include Camp HA THANK :s scon as the tactical situatica permits,

A dispersary for the Bru Montagnards has been completed, A fish pord has been
build and stocked at Camp MINH LONG.

(£) Miscellisnewus. Trie headquarters is ccllecting data on the Kemi Muate
agnards in preparat.cn for cperations to reestablish cuntact with this hosvile
tribe, Although it has lcng bteen under Communist control, there are indications
that friendly relations car be establisred between it and the GVN, A Kawn Cnlea
Hoi has been located arnd will be used to garner additicnal information, Repres
gentativzg of the Summer Irstitute of Lingaistics have proved fnvaienic .n tlelr
work with 8l Katu tribesmen iocazed at camp TG DUC, They are atismpiing to

construct & written language for the Katu and become familiar with their attitudes;.

recent histcery, and traditiows, This headquarters had provided transportation
for a Vietnamese speaiing Katuy from camp THUONG DUS te JANANG to work with ths
represerntatives of the summer instityte,

Close coordination has been achieved between the VNST and the USASE oy means of
daily viszits betwesr the two readquarters, Relationship betwsen courierparts
is excellent with a ready exchange of ideas and opinioasx, Overall arfisisncy
will impreve when current plans for .o-loccatiom are implemented, As soon &3
the Soly Section completes its rew office faciiities, ine VNSF Su5 and USASF S5
will jointly occupy the oid-S-h coffices,

The major problem encountered was the iack ¢f trained USASS persanur.., ALl camps
have a CA/PO Officer but ncne are CONUS echeol trained, This Lack of oielulag
is partially offzst by voslp = THLSLLNG and Tarnoves 0L ALl POTE Halé L, Uhaey
these circumstances continuity of effert is difficult to maintain, Steps are
being taken to acquire schoel trained personnel and to stablilize CA/PO agsiza-
ments,

(3) II Corps Tagtical Zone (Cempary B).
(a) During the repcrting period ine FOLWAR teams r-ally began tunctioning

as effective wiits, Equipment was distributed and the teams started programs
in the villages around the PA" camp locations, The camp at FOLEI RLANG recently
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cet up 4 dispensary . one f 45 ¢lliages, Sick calls ere conducted every uay,
Active promernicn ot the volenteer ‘afcrmst propgran is conducted via jeafieis and
postersz, As yet there 18 o fecdba.n ¢n this.

(b) During this per.od this headqearters disgeminated approximately Viree
3) miiiton lesfets, One ciird of theze wsre egpeciaily develioped in resy. se
to specifia situstiona, printsd {5 orall quantities, and dropped selectivaly,
We logged 0 neurs of live wrcadeast time, ihe majordey of it la corjunction:
vith leatiet drcpe, 1%t ras tean fuourd Lhat the 1ive broadcast is sepericr to
1he tap2 broadcast Oatsianding rucport has been received from B Co, 8un PSIUP
Bn, for FSYOFS «fycuve,

{2) In vne field of nmocial welfare sirenacus efforts are teirg made o
upgrade the standard of -dependent housirg for ths CSF, Ay agricuiiure program
has bess initisied with the aim of making the (SF less dependent on vagetable
resupply. Lo most Jocationz “here iz nu rexson why they cannat grow thelr cun
vegetables,

{d) The POLWAR teams are sctive in the CSF M and I program, With the oow
POLWAR tean enuigment, they have tas capability of corducting interusiing Lidale
trination courses on & recurring tasir,

{&#) During the reperting vericd about $300,000 TN was spenu on miis than
100 projects. These ranged [icm bridges asd improved Nighways te schols and
dispensaries, More and more, the FOIWAR ‘caws ave beilng cicsely msscodlated with
the civie action sffort. The end result & more awareness (i the minds of the

reopie that the GVN dees care for them and is spending money on thele welfara,

{h) III Corps Tasztical Zc@éet{ Cempany 4, Sigrifirzant POLWAR activities
include projects in Civie Action, Sccial Welfars, Mgtivation and Tndoctriiationg
and PSYOPS, The traliing of POIWAR Teams at Co A has entered its second phasa,
The first phase of training was compleied in July when atl teams allisnded a fuur
(L) week tasic course on the fundamertaie of POLWAR activities at the ITI lovps
Training Center, Detachment A-30L, TRANG 50t  The second pnass of training is
conducted by a Mobile Training Team organized from the POIWAR Tustruciors with
USASF ard VNSF supervisicr, The Mobiie Training Team, Split 3ito fwo smallse
teams, visits the "A" Detachments to give additiocnal on-the-job instruction to
the POLWAR Teams, Primary emphasis has been piaced om implementinz a Motivation
and Indoctrination program for the CiDG trscps, Having completed ome circuit
«f the "A® Detachments, the Mobile Tra’ning Tesm is pressntly beginning a second
circuit, paying particular attenticn to camps which have &« high AWOL rate or
riew POLWAR Team members, The third phase of treining, the total implementation
¢f the POIWAR program, will begin during the next repcrting period, During this
rhase the POIWAR Teams will be respounsibie for actively pianning and execuating
projects on their cwn initiative, Supervision and additional onsthe-juiu Hwsloe
ing will be provided by "A" and "B" Detazhment S5 {USASF and VNSF) parscnndl,
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In aadition te ths POLWAR Teams at ai. "A" Detachmenis, CGompany A a.:¢ has

Culture . Drams Teams at three "BY Destachmente, The Culture.Drama Teams visit the
A" Detarrments o x funtirwing basis, besides performing POLWAR funciiong at the
"B® detartment, They integrate current Motivation and Indoctrination tnemes into
thely skits and traalticral songs, In addition, they provide entertainment

during the r.re-c.e camp .elecrations and Vietnamese-Cambedian-Montagrard heiidays,
Tte Teams have teern psea in Civie Acvion projects at neighboring viliages ars
hamiets, During med:aps their perfermances have created interest in whe fivcject
and they nave Yeer arn effective media for the dissemination of PHYUFS, Tre

average size ot tre Suvicire.Drama Team is fave to nine members with ane¢~trira

‘female and ‘wooLnifds Mmacie,

{a) P: sycho egizac Operatisn: iPSfOFS/o Psychoiogical Operations are an
integrai part ol tne 5.5 prigram, X1i™T6¢ ofven PSYOPS is viewea meseliy as
d-opping leaflievs arnd ;cadspeake- broadcasn- Although these are 1mporLant
tools in the PSYCPS :ticrt, 1L must be realized that no other pnase of POLUAR,
whether Civic Ac Llcn9 Sc¢iual Welfare, or Motivation and Indoetrivaticn, can be
effective witncut PSYCPS expioiiation, ALl other POLWAR activities are sispliy
vehisles for :?e disseminatvion of FSYOPS, One particuleriy eifeeiliwe projas
du:ing the reportang pericd ii.ustrates a totally integrated FS10iL prig. el Ln
late Auguc? .ccal ferce VO atracked MINH HCGA village near Detachmerw 433, To
counter tre VO propagand= ard restore the v1l;agers? confidence an tne GIN &
viliags Zestivzal was rolid, Daring the feplival the Deputy Frovin:s Thes? and
the Distraice (hiel valked té the reopie, Tne POLWAR Teanm dlccrnhu% LoLvis
acticn commodities, cn:e;,;;nea the peop.e by singing tradiiiona. buige, ard
distributed ieafiets a.i newpapers, A meagap was held by the Cilh nedics wader
the supervision of the USASF medic, Tle Vieiramese Information Service pauvlﬁbd
loudspeake: supparv. The FSYOPS cbjectives were te present an inage of LOJREry.
tion between GVN azgencies, demirsirate that the GUN was tnterversd o irne paop-els
weliare, and cuarter VC propaganda, The viliage festival project isvags.rauve: what
18 undoubtly the mest effertive PSYOPS media, namely, facectoolface commuifirasions,
This methcd is aisc u.sed Wy tne POIWAR Teams during medecaps, civic act.la pzojects,
and nctivation and indcotrinaticn training.

{6} Psyehoiogica: Warfaure (PSTWAR), During this reperiing pesicd, i A
carried :r an aggressive FSIWAR program aga1nsﬁ the enemy, In OrGeY oo XL uui
enemy viinerabilivies more effectively, Co A has divided 1ts FSYWAR proigram
inte two parts, pre-planned and quick reastion, Equal emphasis mast L& pliaced
cn both methocs in order t¢ maintain continuity in the program, Feu.plaiied
missions are delermined every Wedresday for the following Surday through'Ssiul-
day, The main cbjective 1s to expose the individual enemy soldier continucasiy
to timely and etrective FSYOPS, This cails for a coordinated efforc with the
S.2 section and ctner FSYOPS agencies,

(i Thres special. pos planred midsicr campalgns have ceen_dynpiemer ed durigg

this reporting peri~d, Tne tuitowing 15 a summation cf these, In Aupust a new

61
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL
AVGB ( 1% November %58

SUBUB(T: Op-ratioral Repo.. of Sth Specia: Forces uroup {Abny for Period Ending
2. Coreter 1958, RCS CSFQR 65 {Ri) (U)

border Jcaliel campaspn wag 1mpiemented, The vbjective was to saturate all
infiltration routes and Speciai Forces TAR's which border Cambedia with at
least two lesfleus per square meter. Standard leaflievs are empiloyed and each
&rea 13 2wl. at€d bi aontn.je, The leaflet density must bs great ¢nough to
Prevert sny jra.!ic.l type of police-call by the enemy, It is felt this will
effectively eapousc enery soidiers, during anfiltration and exfiltravion aiong
the berder . ¢ our FSYWAR themss. The theme stressed was the Chieu Hox pruegram,
Ir, Septemter a second U-ies Hoa leafZet map campaign was implemanted wiurn
deve.opmert of map ieafiete for B.3Z, TAY NiNH and B-33, KON QUAT. The lLeafleus
ware developed after recsiving POW, agent and Hoi Chanh repo:ts that more VC,NVA
would surrender Ytut they didn’t know how ¢r where, The campaipgn 1s designed to
provide information fcr potential ralliers on where to surrender, The foilowing
is a transialion of the text of the leaflet developed for B-i3.

YFPANT: Map, Caption® This is the direction for you to rally. Back-
Attenticn So.diess of the NIF, Tne RF/PF, CIDC and ARWN forces, and the
GVN officialyu are prepared to receive ycu under the Chiew Hoi program,
Returu to the GVN ard bui.d a better iife for you and your family, TYou
wii) be we.l received by the GVN at any of the following lugatior. : UG
NIN AN LOC. HUN QUAN. TONZ LE CHEON:. CHI LINY, and MINH TAANH,™ £.io .-
The:t arstrucrions:  “'Came in during the dayiight hours to any of tne
lovations shown cr: the map.”® "Hide ycur weapons before wvou come In. Iou
wlii be given a <nance to go pack and get 1t and you wi.i be resardea Lo~
TUrNLRg 3In your weapon. 'If you have a leafiet, bring it with you. bat
yoa du not need a ieafiel in order to cvome in.™

"The GVN officiais and ARVN, RF,/PF, and CIDG soldiers in ufie aied aowi
above cn the map are expecting yoa. Jfou will be well received.”

Leafiets will be deveioped for each subsrdinate “B“ Detacnment, Maps are alac
being prepared for eack subordinate "A™ Detachment area, In October the inc:e-sed
number of offensive attacks against Special Forces camps ied to the degeiopment

of a third .eafiet for pre-pianned drop while camps ars under attack, The object-
ive cf the leafiet 1s to undermine the morale of the attacking enemy soldicss,

The lsaflets have beer. st:zckpiied at Company level and will be disseminated on

a quick reaction basis, The text is reinforced with a picture of dead soldiers

on the front. The following is an English translaticn:

WFRONT: Caption: D¢ notv ailow this to happen to you, BACKz “Hitsuoln
Members of the NIF and NVA§ Your leaders lead you to attack the Special
Forces wamps. insuring your deathi Do not be led to your own dsathi Yoa
can avoid this wseless suffering and death, You can help to bring peace
to yourself apd to ycur :ountry b raliying to the GVN, You wiil be
received warriy and treated well, This way you will escape certain death &

Qui:¥ reaction leaflets. the ssgond part of PSYWAR, were also used during this
&%
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period. In September, DEN 870, Detachment A-136 , csme under a muber of attacks
by enemy units. Reaction leaflets and tapes were developed within twenty houra
exploiting enemy casualties, The following is the leaflet translation:

FRONT2 Chieu Hoi Symbol

BACK: To VC and NVA soldiers who tried to ovwrrun the Ben Soi Special Forces
camp,

Scidier: Three times now you have iried to overrun the Ben Sol Speciai Forces
camp and, of course, three times you have failed, Your leaders have told you
that the camp could sasily be taken, but the camp haz not fallen., Your leaders
have recklessly and needlesely sent you against the superior firepower of the
camp, Why must you continue to die for a losing cause? Death still awaits
you at the Ben Sol camp, Do not let your bedy hang in the barbed wire there,
Refuse to throw your life away in anothev useless attack, Rally now! You
will be welcomed and well treated by the GVN,™

During this period, cver 100 Hoi Chanhs were received, Our average usually is
two o fiwe ralliers & month, In August Detachment B-33, RN QUAN, receivsd 95
KKK and 3 NVA raliiers for @ total of 98, The majority of Hoi Chanhs rally to-
ARVN units, rather than to Special Forces., However it ic pdssible that our PSYOPS
effort has causel some of these ralliers to ARVN,

(c) Sonaal Weifare, The main sctivity performed by the POIWAR Teams to im-
prove CIDG 1iving cenditions has been camstruction programs, Several camps have
initiated dependen’ housing, PX/Cummissaries, club, barber shop, theater, readine
rcom, or deperdent school building projests. The POLWAR-Teams have te-n inalraental
in encouraging the CING to provide seif<help labor to complete these, Fish
ponds which wilY provide a ready source of food for the troops and dependents were
constructed and stocked at vhree camps by the Teams, Additionally, the latter
have, given the troops assistarce in beginning their own garden plots, Twa
additional sccial weifare projects which continue on a daily basis are the medical
and the sanitaticn precgram., A1l Detachments have a daily sick call for the CIDG
and their dependents, This provides immunization as well as treatment and has
been effective in contreiiing contagious diseases, Some Detachments have begun a
"Mcther s Day"® program where one or two mornings a week the dependent women bring
their ehiidren for examination, While they are waiting, some POLWAR Team members
entertain the children and trest them to candy. Other members distribute health
kits and demonstrate +to the mother such practices as how to wash a child and
use a toothbrush. This instruction is particularly effective with Cambodian and
Montagnard mothers who are not accustomed to the lw:aries of soap and a tooth
brush,"A" Detachments are aiso providing valuable medical instruction for village
and hamiet nurses. At present fifty (50) nurses are being given on-the-job train.-
ing. Those Detachments near a civilian populace allow the latter to participate
in the sick cali program. Tnis enables the Detachment to mor‘ior various diseases
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and 1ilnesses prevaient in the area. as well ag allowing them to venture further
from camp with their medcaps, The camp sanitation program is also conducted cn a
daily basis, The FOILWAR Teams have improved sanitation by supervising poiice-call
making trash containers and latrines. and giving lectures and showing movies on

it. One Team memter is &ssigned to each company and dependent housing area and
closely monitors daily police=call. .

(d) Motivation and Indoctrination, The motivation program conducted by the
POLWAR Teams at the camps inciudes sports {volley ball, scccer), entertainment
{movies, Culture-Drama Team performancesj, and camp ceisbrations, The most
effective projects have proven to be those which stimulate competition bstween
the troops, such as Sports corntesis or markmanship contests, These engender an
esprit-de-corps and desire for recognition, The Soldier of the ° mth Frogram has
turned out to be particularly effective, The pilot project was ..tiated at one
of the "B™ Detachments and proved so successful that it has besn put into effect
throughout Company A, Cardidates are slected by the troops from squad through
company level, Then the candidates appear befors an impartially selected board,
The company commander of each candidate lists the man’s achievements, After the
Soldier of the Mgrith is seiected, he is given a presentation at a battaiion forn=
ation, This includes a letter cf cormendation, a threé day pass, and a $i0
gift, The program has already resulted in a noticeabls improvement in militnry
courtesy and willingness to work by the CIDG, POLWAR Teams aiso handle the
distribation of printed matter; (magazines, newspapers; and pamplleis!, L-Gluies;
railies. bulletin boards, and Vietnamess PSYOPS movies, The pringing vi the
newslet,ter withir. the individuai "B™ Detachment has proven heneficiai, ILccaily
produced newsietters arc more effective since they can singie cut outstanding
individuals and units to gave them the recognition they deserve., In additior a
company wide réwspaper is printed monthly by the 6th Pgycps Battalion at BIEN HOA
and distributed to the CIDG, 9Intii PX/Commissaries can be establishad at =ly
camps, an interim measure hns been undsrtaken which will provide dependents &t
remote camps with adequate Tood and other sundries as well as :ontroliling
inflatior., Dependentz are being transported weekliy into the “B' dstachments
where they can make their y.rchasas,

(¢) Civic Action, During the reporting period ali Detachments with a
civilian popula(e “conducted meacaps, resulting in &6% of the "A" Detacrments and
1008 of the IB" Detachments being aztive in this area, Besides improving the
health of civilians, med.-aps have aiso proven an effective PSYOFS media for the
use of face-tc face communications and inteliigence gathering, All prescriptiosns
and medicine are incicsed in leaflats bearing a PSYOPS message, Certsin tech-
niques 2f running medcaps have proven successful, One key element is to return
40 a hamlet or village on a regular basis, This allows the medics to provids
follow-up ireatment on their patients; as well as eventually wesding out the
curious who do not really require treatment, From a PSYOFS standpoint, regular
visits create confidence and a favorable attitude in thé people, During treatment
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(5) IV Corps Tactical Zone (Company D).

(a) General, Emphasis for this reporting period has been on Indoctrination

and Politica) educatior, Prcgrams have also been directed toward cultural matters,

Assisving ir these eiforts has been the CAN THO Radio Broadcasts, On 1 September
1968, Major Thu Deputy Chief of Staff for POLWAR visited Company D and three wgw
Detachments, On 20 September 1968, a two day USASF POIWAR conference was heid at
Company D, Available POLWAR equipment was issued to each detachment,

(b) PSYOPS, FSIOF Speaker and Leaflet missions continue to be flown by

Compary D, These missions are directed at known or suspectsd VC positions, based
on current Intelligence reports,

i ata aaim >

throughout IV CTZ, When transportation is available, supplies are sent out to
various detachments. Health and sanitation programs are ercouraped to assist the
dependents in improving their living conditions,

(¢) Social Welfare, Command emphasis has been placed on dependent housing

(@) Mctivation and Indoctrination, The POLWAR Team visited 4-L33 M7 DA on
S August 1988, Yt pr prcvided entertainment and political classes for the soldiers,

Musical instruments were procured from VN at Corps and forwarded to A=421 8A XCAY

A-lhz TO CHAU  A-L3. M7 DA and A-l16 MY DIEN 1I, Guvitars and harmon‘cas were

part of the packet, Classes were conducted durinz this reporting period cn ths
following themes;

The good fighting cause of our t.roops/people;
The piot the VC use to get supporters:

Tne determination of the South to destroy the V¢; and

The GVN shall conquer,

te) Ciyic Action, On 20 Aug 68, a Medcap was conducted at AN HUNG hamlet,
THUAN DUC viliage, CHAU THANH ﬂistrict 300 persons received medical and dantal
care. 300 VN (flag color) T-shirts, 100 shower shoes, 100 school kits, and 100
health kits were distributed, CARE IV Corps and CARE Saigon representatives
actenaed a r1ice distributicn for refugees at A..ul1 MY PHUC TAY on 15 &ug 68.
On 15 Aug 68; a CORDS Agricultural representative apent 3 days at A- h16 MY DIEN
II, for the purpose of taking soil samples, The canal system around the camp
was checked out to determine how fresh water could be obtained. Seeds were given
0 the Cambodians who are experienced farmers, They are giving instructions to
others in the camp, The visits to Can Tho hospital continue, 200 wounded CIDG
soldiers received gifts during this period,
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k. Personnel,

(1) Srrength: Authorized and assigned strength at the beginning and at the
close of the reporting period were as follows:

(a) Beginning of Period:

FF WO BN A
Authorized: 691 24 2765 3480
Assigned: 723 25 2796 3538

(b) Close of Period:
OF W B AG
Authorized? 691 2L 2765 3480
Assigned: 799 23 2759 3581

(2) Replacements. During this period a total of 710 Officers amd 752 Enlisted
replacements were received, During the same period losses totaled 185 Officers
and 622 Enlisted.

(3) Promotioms: A total of 289 Emlisted personmel were promoted during this
period,

(4 Personnel Management:

(a) Sirength Reduction. During this period the Sth SFGA was directed by HQ
USARV to reduce the assigned strength to authorized levels. This was accomplished

by reassigming SF personnel to other umits ix RVN, By 30 September 68 the Sth SFG
was at 99 % strength.

(b) Miscellaneous., Department of the Army assigned 5 E8 11G5S's for duty as
11F53, Also, DA assigned 12 personmel PMOS 12B3S for duty in MCS 96B2S, These
personnel will attend the Intelligence Analyst Course prior to departing CONUS,
When these persornel arrive im country to the Sth SFOA they will still be carried
in PMG 12B3S. 4hus creating mm imbalance im 12B strength.

{5) BR&R Allocations, The following are the mumber of seats util{zed by SF
personnel for the months indicated (REF: RCS MACJ-1-09)%
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ATG SEP ot

| TOKYO 7 27 20
/ SYDNEY 30 32 us
| BANGKOK L0 40 55
' TAISBI 20 20 20

KUALA ©  JR 5 é 6

PENANG L 11 6

MANTIA 5 7 10

HAWATI 62 70 81

HONG KONG 36 33 sl

SINGAPORE 10 10 s

TOTAL 229 248 312

There has besm & consistent incrsase im RXR allocations for Sth Group, particular-
ly in the areas where there were marked shcrtages, specifically Sydmey. Bamgkok,
Hewaii, amd Hong Kong. Personnel are now able tc go to these sites by mid-tour,
whereas six momths ago, ten months or more im country was requirea ror these more
popular areas, Also, personnel with mimimal time in country are mow able to go

to the less popular sitses. During the period May to October 1968, Sth Group has
achieved an overall gain of 38.1% im R&R allocations from USARV, This improvememt
was made as & direct result of this umit's demonstrated ability to utilize these
additional ailocations., Im addition, steps are being taken to encourage the
consideration and approval by USARV of Okinawa and Brisbane, Australia as future
R&R sites. A survey will soom be conducted of personnel in the Sth Group to show
USARV the number of personnel desiring these sites,

(6) Awards and Decorav.ons,

(a) Decorations Awardeds

AT SEP @<t
Dsc 1 2 0
DFC 2 0 3
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Aug SEP T
L‘ ss 20 T 7 )
| M 10 G 1
SM 0 5 b
Bwyw 60 u? 75
BS 83 112 96 ‘
AMeV™ 2 3 2 1
o 90 31 34 1
ACM™Y 25 29 57 |
ACM 158 117 107
TOTAL 451 353 396
cIB ™L IL8 66
cMB - 22 b 8
PH 63 105 7

#Bromze Stars for Valor and below are awarded by Group, Soldiers Medals and
above are awarded by USARV, The Purple Heart figures represents omly those
awarded Yy Group and not those authorized by in-country hoepitals,

(b) Valor/Seryice #ward Percemtages by umit.

VALOR SERVICE

UNIT mweg SEPE OCT % UNIT AUGY SEP % OCT %
K L 3 K 3 20. 11,5 o
B 5 2,8 S B k 9.3 s
c 5 8,4 28 ¢ 5 10 L
D S 1.8 € D 9 L.8 8
E O o u .4 g 6 heS
B-52 6 S.8 1 B=52 7 0 7
C=5 h ) 3.5 C-S 20 7 pu
HHC »5 I 1 HAC 3 L.g 6
C&C s L.S 2.5 C&C 6 8.5 3.6
Other 1 7.5 3 Other 21 1 11
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(¢) Valor/Service Awards by Grade,

A SEP OCT

e 2/ 0/3 L/8
MAJ 29 3/13 3/8
CPT 13/43  2/30 12/18
ILT 7/28 &/23 26/33
2ur 3 0/0 0/0
WO's C/u 0/1 0/0
E=9 0/6 1/k M
E-8 77%2  LW/13 h./’16
E-7 15/60 15/58  30/L9
E-6 11/53  18/43  17/W2
E-5 27/73  2W/56  31/L7
E-l4 6/25 3/15  13/9
E-3 0/1 N 2/1

(d) Meritorious Unit Citatiom. The Sth Special Forces Group was awarded the
Meritorious Unit Commendation Medal by Hq, USARV General Order 3427. dated 17
July 1968, A copy of that order ia attached as Inclosure 1l.

(7) Specisl Services,

{a} Film Accounts, Additional motion picture film acc3durts have been est-
sblished by all E detachments, It was found that the C and B detachments were
showing films intended only for showing by the A detachments,

(b) Reading Material, All Special Forces units are on a Special Services
library mailing 1list for the receipt of weekly magazines and the Army Times,
Monthly magazines and paperback kits are also mailed to each Special Forces Unit,

(¢) Special Service Libraries, BEight Special Service Libraries ~ach consis-
ting of 2,000 peperbacks have been securad for the following umits-
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C& (N}, Co C, FOB #z, B-2k; C&C (S), B-23, Co &, and Co I', Improvememts im f£ilm
ascounts, reading material, and libraries hawe been acccmplished through the
efforts of the Chapisin’s Offies, Sth Special Forces Group,

{G) SFOB Field Library. The appearance of this facility has beem improved
by the instaliation of tile flooring, iew lounge chairs,. and magazine racks, 4
new 2000 book kit has increased the amount of reading material available,
Library attendance was as follows for the past quarter,

Adygust - 500 (eatimated)
September - 500 (actual)

October = I053

(e) SFOB Athletic Facilities., An additional handbdil court is under cons-
truction to allow graater participatiom im this poonisr sport, Weekly use of
SFOB handball, baskettail, volleybali. weight-Iifting, snd Karate fac'Tities
averages 200 persons,

(f) SFOB Green Berast Theater Attendances:

August - §926

Sgptembor - 7AlS

Cctober = 7352
(8) Safety.

(a) General, During the past quarter, the command has taken positive steps
to improve its safety program. The Sth Group Safety Regulatiom has beer revised
to reflect the appointment of Safety Officers at C and B detachment level; reguired
monthly safety inspectiona, safety procedures at forward landimg fields, the
formation of a 5th SFGA Safety Council. and the establishment of a Group safety
awardes program,

{b) Safety Cada. During this last quarter. the Sth SFGA had & total of 7
accidents, § injuries and 1 death, Nome of these accidents imvoived motor
vehicles, As compared to the USARV military imjury rate of Ll.1l imjuries per
1,000,000 mam days of expcsure, the Sth SFGA miiitary imjury rate for this past
quarter was 20,k imjuries per 1,000,000 mun days of exvosure.,

(9) Civilian Personnei.

(a) Civilian Stremgth, Civilians employed by umitc ¢f Sth Special Forces
are classified into three different catagoriess perman.nt employees (903 f ad),
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tempcrary amployees (hired feor specifi¢ projecte only), awd mcm—appropriated fumd
amployees, The following chart shows companies and separate detachmewmts in above
mentioned catsgories and their current strengths.

Permanent Temporary Non Appropriated Fumd
Company A 51c 117 1148
Company B 1028 6l 579
Company C 31 17 5¢
Company D 520 1hi 152
Det B-51 81 C 16
Det B.52 123 £ incl with SFOB
Det B-5S 67 Lo incl with SF(B
Det B-57 2 0 0
Det A-502 48 68 &
CLD 295 v 81
Sr 597 ie 28C

(b Civilian Recruitment. Civiiians are recruited generally in che vicimity
of Detachments Throughout the Republic of Vietnam when position vacancies are
anticipated and funds/position authorizations are available, Local recruitment
requires the detachment to locste applicants whc appear to possess mecessary
qualifications for a particuler vacancy and to submit te their "C* Detachment
the required forms necessary to cbtain the approprisate security clearamce from
the local military security service detachlmentas, Prefeisnce in selection will
be given to:

(1) Current employees who are qualified and are gsubject to reduction in
force,

vy bisabled CIDG Veteranz and widows of deceased CIDG Veterans if qualified,

(3) Former employees who have applied for reempioyment after release from
military service with honorable diascharges., The mericd betweem separatiom from
military service and application for a positiom, however, shouid not exceed one
month, Exceptions to this policy may be made by the employing detachment,

7.
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(4) Former employees who have beem aepar‘fced by reduction in force.,

(5) Former emplcyees applying for reemplcyment.,

(6) New applicants,

(c) Civilian Pq., Civiliams are organizec and paid ix accordance with job

and salary classifications found in the US Forces Classification Manuai, Viet Nam,
The funds for civilian salaries are provided tnrough the CIDG funding program,

(10) Recruting,

(a) Reeniistment Percentages. Reenlistment percentages for the quarteriy
ORLL Report for the pericd & Aug 68 through 31 Oct 68z

CATESORY  BLIGIBIE _REBNLISTED FERCENTAGES
RA First Term 22 9 ho.98
RA Career 86 83 0,06
AUS 5 0 00,C0o
NG & RES 6 3 50,00

(b) Extensions, Totals of personnel by category who extended their ETS
during the reporting perilod:

a. Thirty Eight (38) RA personnel axtended their ETS,

b, Four (i) AUS personnel accepted recall to active duty in USAR
& Two (2) National Guards Enlisted,

é. No USARApersormeil extended during this vericd,

(11) Chaplain’s Activities,

ACTIVITY CONDUCTED ATGUST SEFTEMBER OCTOBER

Religious Services
.~ -Services Conducted 56 n2 179

Kttendence 1389 17 727

-3
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ACTIVITY CONDUCTED AUGUST SETEMBER OCTOBER
Group Parish Activities 8
Hospital Vir.ls 19 i3 17
Counseling Sessions 346 287 168
Interviews 2233 232k 2667

Comrunion Serviq_g_g

Services Conducted | u7 66 ko
 Communicants us8 1029 752
CA/PSYOPS Activities 11 8 i

Religious Literature

Items Distributed 5711 121486 12221
Invocations/Benedictions

Conducted 8 11 8
Attendance L35 823 6Lo
Staff Meetings 7 22 21
Camp Visits 108 109 17
Camps Visited 69 81 81

(12) Discipline, Law and Order,

(a) Discipline Reports:

THIS QUARTER
Kugust September Qstober Total
Pass Violation o o 0 )
Off Limit Violation I 0 6 10
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August September O:tober Totel

-Curfew Violation 6 & 6 18
Traffic Violation 11 £ 29 L6
Multiple Charges 11 K 11 25

AWOL C i Pt 3
Others 5 6 Iy 15

TOTAL 37 2z 58 117

Fass Violation 0 o 0 0

Off Limit Violation 0 4 1 5

Curfew Violation 6 - ) Cy 1%

Traffic Violation 13 LY 10 37

Multiple Charges 6 1e 3 21
AWOL (o) (& J ]

Others 11 V] v &y

TOTAL 36 Lz 54 101

(b} Judicial Punishment.

THIS QUARTER

August  September October Tojal
-General Court-Martial 0] G 0 0
Special Court-Martial I 2 C 3
Summary Court-Martial z 0 0 2
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IAST QUARTER

May June Suly Tqtal
Goneral Court-Martial 0 0 0 ¢
Special Court-Martisl 2 o 2 b
Summary Court<Martial 0 Z 3
(c) Nomjudicial Punishment.
THIS QUARTER

August September October Total
Article 15 p: 1t 12 30 &6

“May CiL July Toegl,
Article IS 12 16 I9 a7

(d) Legal Assistance, legal assistanc: was rendered to 237 cliemts, an
increase of 138 over the past quarter,

23) I Corps Tactical Zone {Company C).

(a) Strength: Strengths at the beginning and at the end of the reporting
period were:

Jul 1. Authorised 59 Officers 177 Erilisted men
Aswigned 6 Officers 177 Enlisted men
Cet 31 Authorized 59 Officers 177 Enlisted men
Assigned 68 officers 169 Enlisted men

(b) Replacements: Replacements for the most part have been qualified
personnel, re o assume their jobs, Commo persornel have been an exception,
The company has had to retrain radio operators,

(c) Disci 1lines There have been very few occasions that warranted
punisiment by cemander, Article 15 jurisdiction was imposed one time
during the psriod,
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[P i

(d) Morale and Persomal Services: Morale within this command is evaluated

as veory high, Iindications of this are:

No serious incidents;

No USASF Veneral Diseased cases; 4
Very low DR rate, a total of only ten during periodj
No AWOL’s; and

Only ons Article-<15 and no irials by Court Martial,

A numbar of factors dawe crntributed to_this resulids

T

Isaves and R&R's are processed rapidly and, in most cases, sorrespond with
raquested dates and locations,

Special services recreational esquipment, parcels and supplies have been
increasingly available,

Mail has been delivered regulariy to ail "A"® sites, weather permitting.
There have been regular and frequent viaitis by the Group Chaplains,
Food and service in the mess hall has been axcellent,

Staff sections have made frequent helpful visits to mach "A™ site,

During the reporting period » 2000 volume library was received, Books &re
currently being cataloged and will be housed in a library conatructsd in

the Unit Day Room, These books will be msde availsble to the ®A* sites on

it temporary loan basis, Four new 1Smm Movie projsctors were received,

These were used as replacements or as initial issue to sites without this
facility., All sites are now supplied, Due to previous mismanagement of the
Saigon film account, this unit was required to turn bask all outstanding

ilms doring the month of September., The status of overdue fiims was clarified
and handling procedures corrected. By iS5 October, the eircuit had been
reestablished, Due to difficulty of transportation, rotating the movies

iz a large problem, Films have been moving slowly through the chein of camps,

"To help alleviate this a special courier has been dispatched twice weekly to

speed up the flow, Counterpart relationships have definitely improved during
the reporting period, Counterparts wers visited more often by USASF which
resulted in greater familarity and better mutual understanding, The S3 office -
iz colioccated with VNSF S35 as are the CO 40 DCO'y oifdices, Fa~. o S2 ie
coliocated and piars havs heern cumplizied to bring togsther tYne VNSF snd USASF
S5 section, Problem areas of the company inciude CIDG strength accountability,
processing of CIDC pay cards, difficulty of hiring in%srpreters, and lsck of
sufficient allocations for CIDG support platoon,

-}
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‘el Pereonnel Management. The shorvage sf Ji0 MOS has maas it nelesswy
to train TIB M08 in <te s'za"s'?‘. of iifo

(f) CPC., Company C presently empi-ys 326 :uvilians in order %o provide
zentrailzed <ivilian servizes in the fieuds of 1 .gisti-s;. medi:ine anG
administration to the *C7. "B 4.4 *A" Devachments,

() II Corps Taiti:al Zone (Compary B«

‘a) Siren th:  The uait-s authorized strength war LCS at both the
beginning and the end of the period, OIf1i:er aurnorized :-resgth decreased
from 126 to 114, Assigned EM sztrength for wthe month of Auguat was 352 and
rose to 420 by the end of the pericd, Assigned cfficers strength aiso in-
creased from 152 to 156,

(b) Repiacements- Daffi:ul:ies have been experien:ed in falling opea-
tional MOS requisitions. Jtherwise the .redits and guslifications of Zmsuming
personnel have been well above average,

() Discipline: No usual disciplinary problems have been encoustesed,

(d) Morale and personnel servicss: Morale of the unit 13 exceileat.
The increase in R&R allocationa Pas re:ped ynaiderably, Fsatal servize
1s excellent with mall teing delivered approximately threse yinmes pur wesk
to the A sites and daiiy to the B and C deta-nments, Speiisal sarvices are
adequate, although no library sxists in the unit at preaest, Finally,
Protertant and Catholis religious servi es are Meld on.e & week at the &
detachment and a® 2sast o1’e a monith at eo - B and A detd meay,

{e) Personne. Management: In tne next €5 diys 88 EM will oe .o8%,
Over 1/3 of these personne. will be in operations MOS:3 and 15 will te in
Radio/RTT MOS: s,

If) Civilian Employe<sc SFOD € utilizes 250 spprops’ated Dunl empliyesg,
Detachment B<2C mpIay:ySB" civiliang, Two <f the B detarirents hare abusus

L5 each while B-23 emp_oyz i07. Each of the 2 %Wideva-Imeat~r has 25 civiiiand,
BEmployees are utilized by ail staff sections as interprete- s, skiiled Laborers,
technicians and adminlstrative personnei, Approcimately 90 aomm-appropriived
fund employeea are utiiized by SFOD C. 25 per B delacimént; ard g per i ‘dateshe
ment, These are waitresser, maids and -ooke, £&L. of Lompany 2
employees are hirec through lozal :iwilian pesronnel o2f:.es, A speris. attempt
is made to hire dependents of deczased CIDG .r disabled CIDG, AlL employees

are organized and managed under the unit Zunda ofii:er,

(15) I11I Corps Tacti:al Zone (Company A .
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‘a) Genera., L.ring tke reporting pericd Company A unierwens szeveral
changes of “ommand, LIC Ro:khold formerly CO a: SCNG BE B-ji, assumed
command of Company A on G Avgust 1968, Then on 13 “epiem=er 1968 LTC
Robert M. Campbeii foosk ~Ter, 170 Ry:Khold was reassigned to Detachment
B=3L, Om o1 Ocizher 2963 LTS Fhine, DCO for (ompany A, -smpletes i3 -sur
in Vietpam, Prraartly th.s priitlon 18 »a'an ,

(b &rengrh,

T Ag e £5 i Owoler (96R

AUTH A3G AUTH ASG
M sS 331 BM ouF e
OFF RS T iu JOFF 105 Ty
w2 0 ¢ WO G C

{z) Disciplips, Tlere ware ns A -io-ia 15% admintetecsd Turing tom
period, Four MPR's wese re-elved. 8.l ia~ing Auguat foc mirs: v-affi:
violations,

(d) Morals and Persornei Servi:es, Jompary A seceived ApproXimAtely
1000 paperback books fium Chaptain (LIC) Combs, Sih Spec1sl For:as Gooup,
during September, These were distributed to subordinate “EY and 17 detache
ments, Also $2,000 worth of atvhietic aad recreationsl equipmar was o vained
from Special servires in 321g:on, This was squaily 4ivides up sm:.z "7 5
Detachments for their indiviouai A & R prograns, A <-..evtal) [oust has been
built which hes greatiy snnan.ad movale, Also zompieted at Company 4 waa
an exzccise room With »2ts of tarbeils and weights, Oue sf “hs moan 3.ga-
ificant rhanges at Company & 1.z Baern tie addivion :f & g % aod “aior
shop, Items thst :ar be . ' vased trere in:lude aweate ¢, +..'s, “sya,-y
and watches. Plans are being made 2.: the buiiding of a ateank:isr, .
film zircul’ has heen y#7.783 15 #nabie es:h A Datarbment <: slin ¢ m.vie
per day for five daye, The Zalie are 80 rotated TPt an vld sev o2 £
overlapped with & rew re:, TFive new #ilm p.ocles-ors Yare Ssen detiversd 2o
Company A to repla:e vousabis projestors from the fieldl, T4ese pwo ioo3
permitted a DX Fi:uver Sy<‘em to T~ establ<shed %o that when a profe-tos
is sent in for repair. ano‘her one :an bte immedia‘ely sent usut. anati.ng
the subordinate detarhme:'s t»> :ontinue showing moviea, Tuviag ihe sepcrting
period Chaplain ;ITC; Cumbs and MAJ Chavarsy, Sth Sps-*ai Forosz G sap
Chaplains, made nimersus ¢lsits to A and B Detachments in ITI Corps and
condusted services, These +Is{ts have greatly improved tts maivs.e of the
personnel in the field, DI.cring this per1s?. Company A has re-eised an

N
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average of seven Red Cross inquiries per month, The most signifizant of

thesse concern the heaith and welfare status of individuals wh> have not

been writing home, Second are messages :sonserning a “newly =:-.vad" member

of the famiiy, Once the message is received at Company A he. g avvers it is
immediately transmit‘ed by Single Sideband to the individ:al at tae "B” or "A¥
Detachment level, In :.ases when there has been a death in the family thas
individval is notified and brought to Company A as quickly as possible,
Emergency leave orders are requested from Group Headquarters and are picked

up by the service member at the Command Lialson Detachment in Saigeon whare

he will be bocked on a tiight to CONUS,

(e) Personnel Management. LRRP personnel attached to this headquarters
are no longer required to iransfer their individual finance and perzonnel
records. Past sxperience has shown there is less confusion when these
records are maintained by the parent unit because there is no need to forward
them back and forth, The finance sections for the parent units exzluding
the 199th Infantry Brigade, now pay the attached LRRP‘s by check. Prior
to thia, Company A was required to have a Class “A" agent pi:k up the individual's
money and deliver it to him perser:ily, With the ¢lréck ays:zem-the tndividial
tan re<eive his min’hily pay via SAFEHANDS, '

(£} Civilian Bmployses, Civilian personnel are hired, utilized, paid;
managed and recruited in a:cordan:e with Sth SFGA Regulation 690-2 and prii:iss.
There are 182 workers employed at Company A hsadquarters perforring aZministrative
and logisti:a) servi:es and 330 azsigned 4o A and B sites, All are re-uited by
the Company CPO from BIZEN HOA and FAIGON areae., Applicants for empicyment most
undergo a seriesa of tests administered by the CPO to ascertain job profi-iency
quaiifizatione, IZ the appli:ant is quslifted. he f£ills :ut wwo application
forms, persomnel questionaires and a Sponsor statement. M: is ‘hea ds:ought
before a VNSF Securiivy Off::.sr for processing, The employees siart working
only upon ~ompletion of thelr security investigation, They are assignsd
to sections or deia.hments according to the authorized civili{an tabie of
distribution,

(i6) IV Corps Tacti:al Zone (Company D},

{a) Genaral, Oa ili September 1568 LTC Herbert G. Parker assumed ::mmand
of Company D whije LTC Carl J, Nagle became the DCO,

(b} Stresgth.

2y OFF
AUG ¢ C 3129
SEP 251 123
CCT 231 2L

{¢) Discipline. Company D did not have any serious disripline problems
during the period, The fsliowing 1s a summary of judicial actiona:




AVOB-O

SCEfIIT: Operational Repsrts of Sth Special Forces Group {(Abn) for perisd
Ending 31 O:tober 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 ‘Ri) (U)

N .‘.e TC;" 7
Surmary Courts-Mar:isi: 1
Spexial Courts-Martaal. ©

a) Moraie and Personnel Service. Morale within Company D is axcelient,
A number of fa.tors have Dmiped maintain this high level, Mail goes to each
detachment a minimum of four to five times a week, Increased RAR allozations
permit ail personnel to take advantage of this program, Personnel :zan utilize
tre USe in CAN Tl .s well as the tennis court and swimming pool located
at the MACV \ompound, Ten to fifteen movies are sent to each detachment monthly.,

e) Perssnnel Management, The problem of late receipt of orders for person-
nel depariang RVN still presents a problem although considerable progress has
veen rade. Falliure to re:eive adequate notification of personnel assigned to
Co D has hindered the programming of new replacements,

"L} Civiiian Employees, During this period, TD increases have ailowed
C-4 to re ruit 167 personnei, an increase of 19, In all cases, these are

akizled individuzis, Proiurement of interpreters continues to be a probiem
e2pecially of those with Cambodian and Chinese lingnuistic skills,

8¢




C

AVGB-C 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

i. Medical,

(1) USASF Medical Care, Another dentist hasbeen authorized and asgigned to
Special Forces irn Vietnam, This grsatly expands dental care tor USASF perscnnel
in the field,

(2; CIDG Medical:Care, A recommendation has been forwarded to 5-3 Pians tc
incorporate four CIDG nospital staff sections into the MIOE, Each section would
have i3 persons., In the past, the CIDG hospitals have been supported by SF comp-
any perscnnel, This has decreased the operational capabilities of the company,
CIDG dependents betwesen the age of one and eighteen vears may be referred by USASF
perscanel to the €hildren’s Medical Relief Institute in Saigon for raconstructicn
and plastic surgery, This program is outlined in a letter from the Group Surgeon
to all Company Surgeons dated 21 October,

{3) Veterinary Medicine, In August 1968 an additicnal Veterinarian was
assigned to the 5th SFGA, This greatly increases the ability to ccpe, with
veterinary and preventive medicine problem areas, A nutrition and sanitarv
survey wzs conducted during the month of October, Selected “A™ =ites from each
corps area were 1inspected by the Group Veterirarians, The results are being
tabulated for forwarding to the commanders concerned, The survey indicated the
reed for all commanders to place more emphasis aon camp sanitation. Sanitation

guidelires are being added to the Camp Commander’s Handbook and a complete check-=
3ist is being ferwarded to the CRT, '

(L) Medical Supplies, Presently Sth SFGA draws medical supr.'es from the
32nd Medical Depot on an emergeacy basis only, In the near fuvu:~, however, tais
group will draw all expendable medical supplies from the 32nd, Requests for
supp.ies will be submitted to the depot by the companies, B-23, S-li and the ISC
CIDG Supply Office,

(5) Traiming, During the tirst quarter of FY 69 Special Forces traticed a
total of Liz8 CIDG medical aidman and 57 indigenous nurses, The goal in this area
is to train as many of the CIDG and indigenous personnel as possible ix rudiaent-
ary medical science, Hopefully, when and if U.S, assistance is withdrawn, there
will be sufficient number of trained personnel who will be able to carry i a
training program ag well as care for the sick and wounded at a village level,

(6) Medcaps. In Vietnam 3F conducted 816 MEDCAPS during the quarter; treat-
ing 135,582 patients, The overall command and contrcl of MEDCAP miss...s in
Vietnam is now under the surveillance of the USARV Surgeon’s Office,

(7) I Corps Tactical Zone (Company C),

(a) USASF Médigil_gggg. USASF personnel receive outpatient care at "A™ sites
or the C Team CIDG hcspital, If hospital care is required, it is received at

8z
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varicus Army and Navy medical facilities in I Corps. There have been n¢ probliems
or delays in the medevac system, Dental care is readily available through the
CIDG dentist or through the good working relationship with the dentist at 1st

wg Tommand, There have been only two cases of malaria during this reporting
period, This indicates a generally effective prophylaxeis program,

(b CIDG Medical Care° CIDG personnel receive medical care at "AY site
dispensaries, If hCSpltaLiZation is required; it is handled at the C Team CIDG
hespital, During the past three months the patient load has averaged sixty-five
patients. The VNSF counterpart, wno has yet to jcin in a centralized medical
care faciliity, operates a dispensary at the VNSF compound with an average patient
load of five patients. The medevac system works reasonably well for indigenous
patients, If an indigencus ia taken to US hospitals in I Corps,; he is furnished
transportaticn to the CIDG nospital after initial care, If; however, he i: eviin-
ated to an ARVN hospital. follow.up is virtually impossible, This is because
there is no system for reporting such CIDG patients to this hospital, This month
one Mobile Strike Force patient presented us with the first case of tetarnus
among the CIDG in I Corps., Previously, no CIDG or MSF nad been immunized, A

program is now being developed to immunize first MSF and then all CIDG against
this dasease,

{.) Veterinary Medicine, A preventative medicine survey was conducted by
the group vetlerlnarian at severai "A? camps, The suggested improvemerts and
corrective measures are being taken, The only significant outbreaks cf animal
disease were two epidemics of rinderpest among water buffaloes., These epidemics
were aborted by aggressive vaccination programs conducted by the group veterine
arian.

(d; Medical Supply, During the last three months; the main probiem has been
a shortage of medical suppliss and a long wait for resuppiy. In qooperation
with ISC in NHA TRANG, tre 3znd Medical Depot, and 95th Evacuation Hospital all
needs have now been met, Coordination with the 32¢nd Medic¢al Depot on a ccatinuing
basiz will gave € Company tws separate channels of supply, Shortages shouli be
iess frequent in the future. Incase of an emergency, the 95th Evacuation Hispi-
tai will supply our needs on an immediate basis,

{e) Training Programs, There have been no CIDG medic tralning programs the
last three months tecause of a shortage of personnel at the CIDG hospital. At

the pxipital; one nurse has been instructed and will specialize in phrysical
therapy.

(£} MEDCAP's, Routine MEDCAP supply requests from the "A" siies can be
handted, Bituations invelving a large number of people in acute need of medical
assistanze, for example. the civilian population near a camp under attack, are
beyond the C Curpary’s capabilities,

82,
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{g) Misce.lanecus., C.ear guidelines are lacking for discharge of disabled
CIDG patients from service. This has caused confusion between camp commanders,
VNSF. and USASF personnel. This is a problem which centratization of USASF and
VNSF mecdica. faciiities could help solve, Of special concern is the ciassiii.ztion
of CIDG who are able to do locai security and camp work but who cannot po on
operational patrcls, Varaicus camp commanders have different policies on this,
Standaidization ic needed, The advisory effort to VNSF medical perscunel has
been & totai fairlare because the UNSF doctor and staff have num cocrerated in a
Joint CIDG medical :are program, VNSF A_Team medics foliow the precederc set
by their doctos and. with the exception of two "A" sites; completely avoid joint
programs and e¢fforve. Thiz situatiorn has existed in I Cerps for the past 19
months ard no umprovement i3 expected.

(8) 1L Corps Tagtaces Zene {Company B).

{a) USASF Medicai Care. The medical and dental records of USAST perssrnei
in Compary B are kept at the CIDG Hospital. Dental care, as well as any sericus
medical conditior. is handied by the 7ist Evacuation Hospital or referved e.se-
where by them,

(b) CIDG Medica. Care, During the last quarter, 3281 patients werc examined
by the CIDG Hospitai, i these, 583 were hospitalized, There were 62 medevacs
calied in, L0k immurdzations were given. Clothing for CIDG patisnte and
dependents was provided bv both S5 and donaticns, The SFOB and Company B poever-
tive medicine speciailsts visited and assisted the CIDG Hospital and all sutord-
inate detachments in II CTZ,

() Veterinary Medicine, The immanization of animals for rabies has b-en
carried cut at five detac'ments. Approximately 120 animals were vaccinated, A
pregram 1s now underway tc provide rabies vaccination 4o all other camps not
covered in the last two quarters, No epidemics have been reported,

(d} Medical Suppiy. Medical sappiy, which was a sericus problem, has
improved, Tnis is due to both ISC rezeiving more supplies and sending them out
and to company B's changecver from a "fill or kxil® to a "due cut® system, A
new medizal suppiy Jist has been made up and distributed toc all "A" and "B¥
detachments,

(e) Training Program., Programs are ncw being prepared fcr the uexi bagic
medic course. Constructicn of a new billet for the student medics has been
requested and i3 awaiting approval, One of the primary problems of previous
programz was the lack of adequate housing for the students, At the present time
two irdigenous student nurses are being trained on an OJT basis, Several nurses
from the 7.st Evacuation Hospital have volunteered their free time to work with
and train indigencus medics and nurses, Present progress indicates that sufficien®
Vietnames: medical personnel should be avaiiable witnin 2 vears,
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{f) Medcap's, Thirteen MEDCAP®s have L2en conducted jointly by St ard USASF
Medical personnel durlng the past quarter. Aoproximately 1300 persons were treated,
Experience has spnown that, except for the civac action and prepaganda value,
MEDCAPs ars a wasie of supplies and manpower from a medicdl standpoint, Fatients
cannot be properly evaluated or helped with a "cnce in a while” treatment, The
viilages covered by MFDCAF's tnis past quarter included Fiei Bic Dung L. 2 & 3.
Plei Blang Yam. Piel Blanp i. 2 & 3. Dang Roia, Plei Chi Tir, and Plei Kiah,

(g) Misceilanecus, Jne chronic problem that has always plapued medical
support in 11 CTZ is an inadequate rumber of USASF medics. Currently, however,
this situation has been improving.

£9) III Gorps Tactacay Zone (Company Aj.

(a) USASF Medical Gare, Routine medical care for USASF personnel is provided
at the CIDG Hospitaj. S3ck call and immunizations for C=3 persomnel are handled
by the CIDG Hospitai; USASF personnel from all of III Corps come to the Hospital
to get X Rays taken, physicals, cast work, etc. Minor wounds are handled by the
Detachment medics. Cases that require hospitai.zation or examinatlor by speciszl-
ists are sent tc the two ncarby American n-spaitals in LONG BTN 520 Bvacuatiun
and 2lth Evacuatior. Hospitals. Recently  Compary A has acquired additunai
assistance inm the area of dental care. FPersonner that need dental work are row
"sent Lo the L99tn Dentai Detachment located at the 10ist Airborne iRear Support)
in. BIEN HCA

ib; CWG Medaca: (are, Tie III Corps CIDG Hospita., iccatel ir BERN WA,
13 (ompozed d of two u._bed wards with an additional area to e.cct a GF meozu
tent 1o haid approximately 20 mere patients, Facilities inciude wu operavifig
rooms for majer surgery iboth » . th surgical tabie, anestnesia machine, €ic,

a treaument room with 3 tables {for minor surgicai procedures), & 1sboratcery.

ar X-Ray. a mesg hall, and supporting activites, The hospitai’'handies eme:gensy:
medicai. and surgicii patients, For the past quarter the daiiv hosretai cciisus
has averaged above $C patisnts; this is an increase of petyeen ton .2
fifteen patients above the daiiy censvs of the previous quarver, Apprexidialeésy
9U% of the CIDG Hospital patients need surgical care. The end of the patieaiis
stay resuits 1n eitner a return to active uuty (with perhaps a shorv pericg of
lamited duty) ot a CIDG discharge with compensation, Patbients with a noa-seovice-
cornected disability are discharged without compensation, Patients wi.h & .:a3=
term disease; e.g. lubercuiosis, are discharged and treatment is riven av governs
me sanato;¢ums at the rate of BCSUN per day for a pericd not to excasd one vear,
Patients requiring presihetic devices are referred to the Nationai Rehabititation
Hospital in SAIGAH fow necessary brace prosthetic work for discharge. In the 15
months that the III Corps CIDG Hospital has had the capabality for maj)or surgery;
the amount and type performed has altered drastically, Originally wmuth was
emergency casualty. Currently; although approxamately the same rnumoer of patients
requiring minor surgery for wounds are received, many of the seriously wounded
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are taker bty heliccpter pilots directly to regular US Army hospitals, Then,
after the emerger.y casualily surgery is performed, these hospitals send the
matlerns Lo the CIDG Hesprtai for post-operative care and convalescence aw well
15 for any secondary surgery that is needed such as closure of wounds, fixation
Jf Jraviures sii, lnus as much as 5% of the major surgery performed at the
CIDG Hospital oo« corsists of reconabructive or secondary operations, Au the
zame *.me  the arcant of major surgery has increased four-fold, Up to &5 major
surgi. Al cages are ¢one per week with only twos operating rooms and one operating
‘rew, Tre rezuit of the abeve two trends - the quadrupling of the ameunr of
major surgery. and mcst operaticns beilng reconstructive or secondary - has been
that the Hospita. has become a center for reconstructive cares, Often patients
trom Il and IV Corrs are #ent here in order to revise amputations pric. tu

peing fitmed for proathesis., Much of the work involves reconstruction of hands,
bone gralss, bone pins end naiis, and skin grafts, In addition, secordary
sbdemira. procederes {ccliostomy closures, for instance) and secondary thoracie
surgery {deccriications and rib resections) are performed, The emphasis ou
reconsuructive-type surgery is possible because of the assistance and advice of
the US Army surgecns at the nearby 93rd and 2l4th Evacuation Hospitals, One
additionat reason that the Hospital has become a reconstructive center has been
the estabiigshment of a 4G bed Convalescent Care Center at LONG AL, This was
astablished to provide lung-ierm care for disabled patients, both those permanently
disabled {e.g. para and quadraplegics) as well as those on extended ccrvaiescence,
The originai idea was to increase the usable “"acute' bed space at the CIDG
Jospitai, remcving those patients not requiring close medical supervisior but
niy renabiiitation and, or physical therapy. The center accomplished this goal,
3ut then, the other Corps areas began to send their permanently-paraiyzed CIDG
natients to the Curvalescent Center, Before being sent there, such patients hgd
20 have a surgical cperaticn at the CIDG Hospital to provide a permanent form of
srinary drsinage, Thus. the III Corps CIDG Hospital, with its sophisticated
surglcal <spabiliby, 1s helping to fill the laszt remaining gap in medical nivat-
nent for Civiiian Irreguiar Deferce Group War casualties, The III Corps @«'-uip
for medical and surgical care is prchbabiy a forerunner for a svstem of complate
medical treatment for CIDG throughcut Vietnam,

{10) IV Corps Tactica. Zone (Company D),

{a) USASF Medical Care, FPersonnel wounded on operations are immediately
svacuated to the 29ih Evacuation Hospital, CAN THG, or to the 3rd Surgival
Hospitai. D(NG TAM, Perscrinel requiring dentalL treatment are treated by ihe
Dental Officer, 13th Aviati.c Battalion Dispensary, Those needing deniures ave
sent to the Der:tal Lab, SAIGIN,

(v) CIDG Medical Care, During the reporting period Ccmpany D medicai section
treated 871 CIDG patierts arnd 2,371 dependents/civilians, USASF medical personnei
at the A and B detachments treated a total of 32,035 CiDG patients and 29,068
dependents/civilians, A total of L, Shi persons received inoculaticns, The
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prevertative medjcine program consists of a continous effort to procurec vaccines,
choiera, plagne, smalipox, and tetanus for the CIDG troops. 22,000 Scc Syringes
have teen issued, AID is furnishing the vaccines, needles, and syrinrces, The
shipment is due to reach Company © during ths month of Ogtober., Shot records for
CIDG trocps were provided by AID, MSF wounded are evacuated to the 29tn
vacuaticn Hospitai, GIDG troops are sent to ARVN hospitals located at CAN THC
and LONG XUYEN. Arderscn Clinie, C-l, functions as & convalescence center for
MSF ard CIDG trocgs released from other hospitals, From here trcops are either
returned to duty, discharged, or sent to CAN THO .f they need artificial 1limbs,

{c) Veterinary Medicine, There were 2 serious outbreaks. of Hemorrhagic
Septicemia, In KiEN TUONG Brovince, BINH HIEP area, 40O water buffaio d ied before
the dieseas was brought under control, CPT, Gilpin, Veterinarian from Lhth
Medical BGD, TDY to 13th Aviation Bn, was contacted by this unit to assist in .
handling this prcblem, CPT Gilpin made the diagnosis and treated 150 sick animals,
He then procured through CORDS LCOO doses of anti-pasteurella vaccine, With the
help of local R-D Cadre, corrals, and shutes were built at several sites to
control the animals during the wvaccination procedures, 2,000 water buffalo were
innoculated, The other 2,00G doses of vacclne was used two weeks later to prevent
a simalar 1os3 in the Binh Thanh Thon arsa, CPT Gilpin recommended that all
water buffalc be innoculated every year just prior to the rainy season to prevent
these severe outbredks, '

(d) Medicai Supply. Medical supply to Company D is good. The unly probiem
stems from the fact that this unit does not have the Supply Officer and medical
Supply Specialists authorized by TOE, As a result, sometimes, the proper stock
level is not maintained,

fe) Training Frogram, A and B detachment medical pergonnel corlect OJT
for GG and civilian medical persunnel, The Company Medical Operations Section
pives a Laboratory pro:zedures course, A UN lab tech and the GSASF medical
officer are the instructors, Detachments send selected medical nersonnel to
atiend the two week course, The Dental Officer 13th Aviation Bn assists this
unit by conducting a training propram for CIDG medics, Students are taught the

" principles of dental anesthesia, methods of obtaining anesthesia, and tcoth

extraction, Two students have finished the course while a third is in training,

(£) MEDCAP!s, A1l USASF medical personnel at A detachment level are con-
tinually conducting medical patrols within their TAOR's, Many of these patrols
are in conjunction with combat operations, Company DANSF C-) conducted a
MEDCAP in the CAN THO Area, in conjunction with the CA section, About 375
patients were treaved. The dental officer from 13th Aviation Bn assisted and
treated 60 dental patients,

(g) Miscellaneous, The medical Officar C-l, contacted COL Conger CORDS
representative 1V Corps and identified a VD problem in the CAN rHO Area, The
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Medi:a. Officer suggested a contrcl program utiiizing a contact report from tne
pructpas be initiated for the CAN THO .rea, COl, Conger appointe’ a representa-
tive from nis office to contact ali US units having assigned medical cofficers. tvue
Frovince medical Officer. the National Foiice; and the US Provost Marshai, -.
mzeting was held and it was decided that the con+act form would be filied out by
the medilal cif.cers administering the treatment to the infected individual.

Once comoistea tne VD contact form would be taken to the P-ovost Marshal. The
latler wouia be responsidle for picking up the VD suspect and taking the patient
tv e provance hospital for appropriate treatment, This procedure was tried
put found 1o te ineffective because of sroblems at the province hospitel. Since
this 15 a new program it will tgke time to get it functicning properiy. Mean.
while the 3u6th Dispensary located in CAN THO :s treating all VD suspects picked
up b the Military Poiice, Lectures were given in the Coupany conce.uing the
prevention of VI, This company had only one case of VD in the past month, Tha
reports Jrom chther unmits in the area also indicate the disease rate is dropping,
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(1) Eggzatach, Juring the reporting period all means of communication
utilized within-5th SF Gp continued to operate at a high level of efficiency.

(2) Training, The Signal Company of the Sth SFGA; under the ruidance of
the Greup Signal Officer; continued to conduct the communications Orientaticn
Course for incoming communications personnel, An average of twelve (12)

persornel receive the refresher training each week and then are sent to their
units,

(3} New Concepts/Equipment.,

(a) With DA appreval coordination has been completed for a teletype and voice
circuit with the 1st SF Gp (Abn) in Okinawa. This circuit utilizes the communice
ations central AN,/TSC-26 and gives valuable on-the=job training with equipment
specifically designed for Special Forces operations, This circuit wiil prove
particulariy useful sirce it provides both teletype and phone patch service w.th
the C.unter Insurgency Supply Office and the staff of the 1lst SFGA.

(k) There has been an addition of secure voice FM circuits between C: A
and three of its B Detachments and Co C with three of its A Detachments, Thas
coritiruataosn  of a program to utilize secure voice equipment for all FM circuits
within the Sth SF Gp will further improve communications security,

{L} Bn inventory was completed of all signal items of equipment in the
Logistizai Suppcrt Center. The result of this inventery was the updating of
stozk record cards in both the ISC and the Signal Office,

(uy Miscelianeous, A compiete revision and update of the Sth SFGA SS1/S01
was made during the reporting period, The previous SSI/S0I did not conform to
USARV Regulations 380-12 and 350-13 since frequencies and call signs were rnot
changed cn a monthly basis,

{5} 1 Corps Tactical Zone (Company C).

{a) Operations, Secure teletype is still the primary means of cummunicatior
with Ligher headquarters. with a tropo circuit to SFOB and a land-line circuit
to II1 MAF COC, In addition to the SF(B and III MAF circuits, & new circuit has
been installed between this headquarters and DANANG south comm center. This
el:minatea the need for time consuming messenger runs; and greatly reduces the
handling times for flash and operational immediate traffic, The KWM.2 provides
the company command net extremely reliable twenty.-four hour communicatioas with
all A Detachments in I Corps. Unclassified traffic is sent in the clear Clas-
sified messages are enceypted on one-time pads and sent CW, Back-up four-the KWM-c
is the AN PRC-=74, Nc probiems have been experienced with either radio,
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(b) Training, With the influx of nor-Special Forces aualified radio
cperators who are unfamiliar with Special Forces communications, our on-the-job
training program has been exXpanded to cover every aspect of signal operations,
This training includes rot only the cp:rations of the radioc nets and maintenance
of the equipment. but alise, special operationali techniqu”s unique to Special Forces
commurircations, After this training every oprrator assigned to Company C will be
able tc fill any ccmmanications position in the company from an A-Detachment radio
superviscr to a Base-Radic chief radio ¢perator., Radio teletype persomnec,
atvtached from B Company at NHA TRANG, are being thoroughly cross-trained on our
company command net cperations sc¢ that during an emergency they can provide
temporary assistance on ocur radic nets,

{c) New Concepts/Equipment, This headquarters has just recently received
and put into cperation Ehe'F ‘secure voice equipment KY-8 and XY-38, These
items of equipment have given us a capability never before experienced. When
THUGNG DTC came under attack by a Multi-Regimental size NVA force; the camp had
secure voice; KY-38. capability with C Company headquarters as well as thh the
1st Marine Divisian's Regimental headquarters who had OPCON of the camp’s TACR.
Planning was conducted via radio from TOC to TOC facilitating coordination and
eliminating completlely the need for encryption of transmissions, This enabled
messages of a tactically urgent nature tc be sent "in the clear®, Presently,
two A-Detachments, our Americal Liaison at CHU IAI, and this headquariers have
secure voice capability, All our other dendchments will have secure voice as
soon &s the equipment is available,

{a; Miscellaneous, The Signal advisory effort has been quite effacuive,
Counterpart relaticrnships are firmly established and mutually rewarding, VNSF
and USASF commo faciiities are co-iccated in the C-1 compound, The curreny
expansion to the comcenter will. when compieted; provide much additionai werking
space for our counterparts. Rew;rang c¢f the C-1 compound intermal telephone
circuits 1s being accompiished by a VHSF wire team, Future training of tne VNSF
will provide orientation and OJT instruction in all phases of US commo equipment.

(67 TI Curps Tactycai Zone {Compary B).

{a) Operatiuns, Tne efficiency cf ali means of communications witnin Co B
S5th SFGA 1s reiiable with the exception of one radio teletype circult hebween
B-23 and PIELKU, A1l circuits are due for conversion to tropospheric scatter in
the near future,

{vy Training, Sometimes replacements are being assigned who have had no
prior SPECLal orcee training, A few require code training on nets and must be
taught radio precceudres, A program has also been implemented to provide all
incoming radio cperators with a two day orientation on C detachment communic.
ations activities,
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(¢) New Concepts/Equipment. The conversion of the B=-2l teietype circuit from
radic teletype to VHF has improved the quality of teletwype messages to and from
B-zL, The conversion eliminated the use of the T=368 transmitter, thus recuacing
the amount of heat generating equipment in the communication ‘centers., An
additional AN, PFRC-93 was installed in the TOC radio room to operate in th: IFFV
command ret, Th.s provides the commander with anether means of commmunicstions
to IFFV Hg,

(7} III Corps Tactical Zone (Company A),

one from Detachmert B-33, HON QUAN and one from Detachment B-3L, SONG BE%, These
provide expedient teletype communications. Requests have been submitted to USARV
for VHF circuits to Detachments B-32 at TAY NIKH and B-36 at LONG KAI  This
request nhas been approved and both circuits will be installed 4in November, All
operational B Detachments and the 3rd MSFC have radio teletype cummnications,
Detachments B-32 and B-3l use this as a back-up should their VHF cir:uits fail,
The Singie Side Band Voice raaio, AN/PRC-93, provides the Commander radio
tc all subcrdinate detachments. 411 B Detachments and the 3rd MSFC monitor
this net on a 2k howr basis, The staff section of Company A use tin1s extensively
to commuriicate with subordinate detachments., This decreases the voiume of teletype
traffic, FM Veoice is used rot only as a back-up for radio teletype and single side
band but also as a primary means of communications, Due to the extremely fliat
terrain in this area it is possible tc communicate ower much greater distances
with FM equipment than is normally anticipated, A radio relay site is located on
NUI BA DEN mountain and has proven vitali in operations, Through this relay any
team 1n 11I Corps can communicate with any other, Speech security equipment has
Been installed and has greatly erhanced the value of FM commnications in III

orps.

(a) erationg. Company A Headquarters terminates two VHF teletype circaits; x

(b} Training, Company A centinues to experience a critical shortage of
qualified communications personnel. On-the-job training programs have been
initiated at all team levels, At the"A™letachments, personnel are given crosse
training as radic operators. At the B and C teams radio operators are trained
in radic teletype procedures,

(¢) VNew Cuncepts Equipmert, Speech security equipment, the K¥=8,TSEC, J
has been installed at, all B Detachments, NUI BA DEN relay, and Co A headquarters,
There 18 a.so a circuit between the TOC at Co & headquarters and I1 FFY TOC,
This system is a valuable asset because ii can transmit critical information i
much faster than teletype. However, this system is not fully reliable since
the operators are not fully informed about its operation, Extracts huve been
taken from KAO-10iG/TSEC (Operating instructions for the TSEC/KY¥-8 (U)) and will
be distributed to all operators, At present Co A is awaiting the arrival of the .
AN/PRC=77, This is similiar to the AN/PRC-25 but 1is adapted for uss with the l

ELY
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r

KY¥-38.fSE( which 1s designea for secure voice at the A Detachment level,

(i) Mis.ellanesus. A new fifty-pair cable was installed from III Corps
frame to Co A Headquareaers, Twenty-five pair are utilized for communications
equipmert within the corrunications center and the remaining twentv-five are used
for the headquarters and bilieting portions of this compound, In the past Co A
has expericrzed rurmerous problams especially with the TA-236 dial telephone, This
Lavle nohL Oriy inoreases the number of carcuits but also provides an efficient
svstem ¢ toa g lown the cause of circuit fajlures, The Company A communications
center has been remodeled in order to lessen the possibility of a security vioi-
ation ond to uiprove the vorking conditions for the personnel assigned., Prior to
this. staff sections sent personnel into the center to pick up and deliver messages,
It 13 now s¢ designed that messages are handled through a small window,

(8) 3V _Corps Tactical Zone (Company D).

{a} Operations, Ccmman*~ations systems are adequate for the type and volume
of traff:ic witnin company D, . wever, the radio teletype system is inefficient in
that all i1ncoming messages have to be retyped to correct arrors caused by radio
noise interference. This causes a deiay in traffic and requires an extra MBS 7ZB
operator to oe on duvy, Installation of a very High Frequency (VHF) teletype
systiel to Beli and B-42 wiil greatly improve efficiency., This system is not
affectea vy radio noise irntexference and will give correct hard copies, ready for
distribution. It nas been requested and approved by MACV J-6, IV CTZ is ideslly
suited fer FM radio communacations due to the extremely fiat terrain. Expansion
of Cumparny D FM communjeaticré, however, has besrn limited by the lack of adequate
anterna towers, These nave been requisitioned and will be installed as soon as
possible, This will greatiy improve secure voice communications,

(b Training, Commurications personnel from detachment B-4l and A-l12
corduct »d training for VNSF personnei of Camp A-412, The nurpose was to pive
the VN53F {ne capability ito operate and maintain US communications equipment when
the ¢ 15 transferred, Training concentrated on two areas: Single sideband
(FRC-93; tuning and operator maintenance, and HT-1 operator maintenance,

(¢) Miscelianecus, A joint desision was made by the US and VNSF sygnal
officers vthat the installiation of a single sidaband (FRC-93) radic in the VNSF
C.) -omm center would greatly improve the VNSF communications capability, The
VHSE High Command ret is single sideband, The VNSF at C-l are now'forced tc use
the US ai1devand for contacts with High Command, & gingle sideband radio nas
been requisitioned,
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n. Gempuroller,
(i) Appropriated Fund Management,

{a) DPuring O:ztober managers were appointed within the primary and special
staff for the in-country portion of the Operaticns and Maintenance funding pro-
gram and cut-of-ccuntry Procurement of Equipment and Missiles funding n»rog:am,
Funding ceiiings have been .provided to the program managers for the first and
seconid quarters of Fiscal Year 1969, These funding ceilings will continue %o
be provided on a quarterly basis, The comptroller will furnish expenditure and
cbligation data so thal progress can be measured against program objectives,
The expenditures made for each program within a company will ba reduced to ex-
renditure per individual CIDG scldier paid., This wiil permit horizental an-
alysis of companies in terms of relative performance as well as in terms of
tctal expenditures. and willi alicw the Commander to determine objectively each
C Detachment Commarder ‘s effectiveness in utilizing rescurces econsmicaily, The
obligation data i PEMA will be provided to each program manager enabiing him
to evaleare his pesition relative t¢ programed objectives, Each will be re-
quired ‘¢ maintain aensity veports on existing equipment to determire 1f 3up-
plies and equipment programmed are in fact essential to misaion accompliainent,
Tris will e-tablish a sysiem of censtant review cf program verses crjective <nd

provade the Coummander timely date on elative position within eacn pirvgram,

{b) The adminiscratave and operationai control of the armunition Lovticn
of the obiipatiz:. autror<ty in PEMA is still a problem., The 1lst Log C.mand in
Vietnam. the maws, sspulzer of ammunilion ve the 5tn SFGA; does not curz:i .l
have an efie.-ive methol for aocumenting and costing these ammanitlon is3st2s.

The protiem .. further compiicaved because the >ih fHroup 1s bul or: of inuy
customers within a priniupally free issue ammunitiun system, One solatiun weula
te to pla. < 512 SFGA on 3 nchervimburseable basis fir ammunition l:izced Ty IsT
Log Ccomarid, But tnis propcral nas the disadventage .f eliminalzng Y inancidl
napagement .ontror for ammaniticn from the Parasol Switlihback Fundiuy Sysiscite
Whether ¢c rot there are {inanc1as manaegement . ntrols, some timely ana < iu.ate
methoa mast be wmpiemerced for reporting and documenting ammunlivion ilsscs: s
that Liacse 1s5u€S tan te propsriy controlled,

\l

Y 21g SFGA U.:i Reducciong. Increaring emphasis is being placrd on re-
ducing .csis in the Gtr. SFGA, ‘The Comptroller records and nlassifies ay
savings acording te budgern preject code, material category, or expe.diture
cost ccde, Aa inventory of vehicle repalr parts was conducted, Excess parts
were 1dent ified and returned to depot, Savings to date are $134.003,66, A1l
centract samamistration for engineer projects was centraliaed under the Group
Ergineer, Ove; $LCG.CCC has teen saved by this action., A review of all items
2111l on oyder rezulted i substliutions of cancellations which saved $3i0.000,
Canteldlations of orders for unneeded s.grial equipment saved $738,CC0, Local
[oichaszug of R4 U stemz has teen reduced by the developmen! of cunifencne
sive R & U steorage Tists for US manufaciured items,
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Citen taess .occal R & U items were both expensive and inferior, The stockage
11st nas saved S5th SFGA $:00,000, Reduction of non-esgential civiliian personnel
preduced another savang of $756.000, The United States Army CISO now purchases
indagencus ratirors directly from tne item manufacturer instead of from a middie-~
man centrazte: :s tercre, This has saved $.,100,000, Toral savings to dste in
FY €5 credited to the Greup cost redustion program are $3,638,06(C,
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z, (C)Y. Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander‘s Observations, Evaluations;
and Recommendations.

a. Personnel,

Port of Embarkation and Debarkation (81)

(a) OBSEIVATION, Priar to 1 Octcber 1963 officer amd enlisted personnel
of 5th SFGA had bean dsparting RVN from Sairon. Approximatelv 90% of all re-
placements from CONUS had been arriving in-countrv at Saigon. Such a stop-
over there was useless for all personnel assigned to Sth SFGA since they had
to be processed in and out at Nha Trang, the Headquarters of Sth STGA, A
study cenducted by the Unit Personnel Officer, Sth SFGA, concluded +hat 1,000
man davs per year could be saved for members of Sth SFGA if Cam Ranh Bay was
used as the aerial port rather than Saipon. Additional sainps would result
from the fact that it would no longer be necessary to air move such personnel
from Saigon to Nha Trang, Through coordination with OPO-DA and HQ, USARV,
Special Forces personnel as of 1 October 1969 now arrive and depart RVN at
Carn Ranh Eay.

(v) EVALUATION. None.
(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That higher headquarters program the air inovement

of all military personnel in and out of RVN according to the criteria that
now &pply to 5th SFGA,

b, Qperationso

(1) Determinine Procedures for MEDEVACS. (Co B)
{a) OBSERVATION. Criticism has been directed against operational detach-
ments on several occasions when URGENT Medevac req:ests were submitted for

non-battie evacuees.

(b) EVALUATION. It 1s understood that the establishment of the varicus
precedences for evacuation; URGENT, PRICRITY, and ROUTINE; was devised in
order that some svstem be utilized for the gradation of priorities and tc J
facilitate the dispatch of aircraft to take into acrount the relative sever-
ity ¢f various types of wounds and 1llnesses, What was not taken into account
is the effect of the precadence on the cperational capahilitv of the renuest- |
ing unit, The following example illustrates this problem. On an operation |
suppose a non~U.S, soldier falls ill but ke is in no immerdiate Aanrer of 3Jeath.

Under current direntives an URGENT medevac cannnt he gsnhmitted, The nnit may J
i
J

have to remain in position for 24 hours or longer, - Thisg waiting time mirht
ailow a hostile unit to fix the friendly!s position or prepare ambush sites.
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(c) RECOMMENDATION. That each Medevac request carry two precedence
statements (1) as- to the condition of the evacuee and {2) as to the effect of op-
erational capahility, Thus, ‘n the example above, the precedence wonld read
"Evacuee-Rontine, Operational-Urpent", Such a svstem would provide a clearer
picture of the entire situation and wonld allow for a more ef“icient and log-
ical evacuation system,

(2) Refupee Return to GVN Control. {Co A)

(a) OBSERVATIWN. Socmetimes friendly efforts have not heen fully coordi-
nated in the handling of refupeas.

(b) BUVAIUATION, None.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Any propram involving the care of refugees must be
very carefully planned. Living quarters, fobd, and clothing must be on hand
to distribnte to the refupees upon arrival at their new homes., Medics should
te present to help the sick. At the same time interroration teams can eain
immedinte tactical information,

(3) Air Support, (Co C}

(a) OBSERVATION. During times of increased enemy pressure on a camp,
air support for its defense can be renuested either by the District or by the
"A" Detaciment independently through different channels, Such multiple re=~
quests can dangerously overcrowd airspace in the area. Even during normal
resupnly operations, airspace often becomes congested.

(b) EVALUATION. These situations increase the possibilities for mid-air
¢ollisions, the bomhing of friendly forces, and other accidents.

(z) RECOMENDATICN. That the VNSF Commander have OPCON of his TAOR with
sole authority to clear and coordinate all air activities in this airspace,

(4) Casunalties due to Friendly Fire.

(a) OBSERVATION. While a medevac ship was on the ground, it received
one small arms round, The ship radioed directly to its pgunship support in
the air. The latter, without consulting the gronnd commander, fired into
friendly positions and caused sever.l casualties, Similar incidents have
happened with FAC's calling in artillery support.

(b) TYALUATION. Needless to say, such incidents gravelv damage morale
besides inflicting physical losses,

95
CONFIDENTIAL



T
CONFIDENTIAL

AVGB.C 15 November 1968
SUBJECT: Operation Report of 5th Special Fo-ces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 October 1768, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(¢) RECOTENDATION. All aircraft must be briefed that thev are only to
fire in support of grourd troops upon the decision of the ground troop com-
mander, The latter shonld also have the final sav as to whether artillery
\ fire is too close or not and the FAC should follow his precise instrnctions.

; (5) Casualties from Friendly Fire: Need for Emerpgency Warning Device,

(a) OBSERVA™TINN, A recent CSF operation was attacked by punships resujt-
ing in U3 CSF WIA, ) CSF XIA, and Z USASF WIA,

(b) EVALUATION, This si*nation ocanrred thronsh iudpement errors of the
pilots and those who briefed the pilots. This occurrence, however, points ocut
the need for an emergency sipgnal for friendly troop wiantification hy aircraft,

(c) RECOMENDATION. One possible solution would be to have ground troops,
when they have airnraft in the area whom they cannot eomtact on the radiog
throv smoke or expose marker panels., This would indica*e to the aircraft that
further checkan,- of the ground troops is necessary since the troops are not
attempting to conceal themselves, This svstem is not a nosltive one since
the VC/NVA may in time learn the system and use it to their advantare, but
it should be an indication to the pilots that a douhle check for rround clear-
ance is necessary.

(6) Moving along Trails. (Co B)

: (a) OBSERVATION. CSF troops have a tendency to move along trails. Vhen
they want to eat, they stop right next to the trail, Every individual oro-
ceeds to build » fire. After eating, they leave their trash and garbare scat-
tered around the area.

(b) BYALUATION. These habits give away the size and loca*ion of friendiy
units to the enemy, thus increasing the ponssibilities of ambush and harrassing
attacks by fire.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. Use trails only when movement through the jungles
is impossible. When stopping for chow, move off the trail where cooking fires
are not likely to be observed, Sterilize camp areas by burning all traces of
indigenous ration packets.

(7) Special Requirements for Recon Personnel. (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION., U.S. advisor personnel without prior combat experience
in Vietnam are being assigned to recon units.

(b) EVALUATION, It is imperative that U.S. advisor personnel so assigned
have 'such prior experience.
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(z) RECOMMRNDATION. U.S. advisor personnel assigned to recon units should
have a minimum of three months with a combat uwnit, It is also 2:sirable that
these individuals attend the MACV Recondo School,

(3) Use of VR Aircraft and FAC to Detect Previous Enemy Sampan and Foot
Traffc, (Co 1)

(2) OBSERVATION. Our VR and FAC pilsts have discovered they can detzct
enemy sampan and foot traffic through an inundated area as much as 2L hours
after this has occurred. In their movement the enemy leaves a distinct trail,
very obvious from an aircraft, by disturbing the water and vegetation. The
optimum time for such sightings is at first light before the area is disturbed
by civilian traffic.

(b) EVALUATION. None.
(c) RECCMMENDATTON. None.

(9) Employment of Airboats During Hours of Darkness. (Co D)

(a) OBSERVATION. We now have a procedure set up for our "A" Camps, to
be utilized when the sitnation warrants, wherein the airboats at "A" Sites
will be utilized during the hours of darkness to intercept large sampan move-
ments detected by Delta Black Hawk, The airboats will be employed in conjunction
with either Gooney or kirefly aircraft overhead to provide the light and guid-
ance.

(b) BEVALUATTON. None.
(¢) RECOMMENDATION. None.

(10) OPCON of Special Forces. (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION. For nearly two years US Speci-l Forces has been OPCON
to major units working in and around SF camps.

(b) EVALUATION., The fact that USASF are advisors and not commanders
makes the OPCON role extremely difficult. On one side 3s the major US unit
commander. He, by virtue of OPCON powers, directs the SF advisor to put oper-
ations into certain areas (mostly outside of the camp TAOR). On the other
gide are the VNSF. They are the commanders and have their own plans for em-
ployment. of their troops. In addition the VNSF must meet certain require-
ments given them by Corps ARVN and the major regular ARVN unit in their area,
According to the strict definition of OPCON, the VNSF and CIDG are not OPCON,
only the US Special Forces: yet the major US unit is supposedlv given the
authority to direct CIDG operations. If the VNSF do not want to support the
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operation, the advisor is placed in & ticklish situation. The result
of this 1is strained relations betwesn the advisor and his counterpart znd the
adviser and the US unit.

(¢) RECOMMENDATTON., That USASF be released from OPCN of maior US com-
mands and revert cack to mutual ccordinatior and cooperation.

(1l1) Air Support for Airboat Operations. (Co &)

(a) OBSERVATION, Extensive damage has bzen caused to airboats when they
hit obsiructions while traveling at high speeds. Oftentimes these boats will
also have a diffacult time determining their location,

(b) EVALUATION. In order for airboats to be effective, they must travel
at high speeds through the tall grass. MNaturally, such movement hampers vis-
ibility as well as increas ng the risk of hitting obstructions.

fc) RECOMMENDATION., When airboats are used, especiallv to cover large
areas of unfamiliar terrain; an aircraft shonld be assipned to help spot hid-
den obstacles and to give nosition checks,

(12) Stay Behind Force after Contact, (Co A)

(a) OBSERVAT™ON. Frenuently the 7C after contact will folilow a friendly
force, At times they have heen able to inflict sizeable casunalties,

(b) EVALUATION. Though the enemy force is usually small, by attacking
the rear of a friendly column they are able to harrass a much larger one,

(c) RECOMMENDATION, Small stay behind forces using gond ambush tech-

riques and patrolling procedures can effectively stop enemy units from fol-
lowing the main element.

(13) Warning Signs Prior to Attacks on KATUM and THIEN NGON (Ge A)

(2) OBSERVATION. Prior to the attacks on these camps, enemy activity
increased in the area., There were numerous signe of digging and of new posi-
tions being prepared. Aircraft began encountering heavy ground fire. The
camps received ground probes and a large number of incoming mortar and rocket
rounds.

{b) EVALUATION. None.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. When there are indications that a camp is going
to be attacked all support units should be alerted. If possible; Spooky
should be on station during the most critical hours of the night when an at-
tack is likely.'
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(1) Critigues after Operations. (MASV Recondo)

(a) OBSERVATION  New concepts, technigues and tips of the trade are
mostly developed as the resclt of trial and error. Many of thess techniques
are taken for -ranted and are not passed on to other personnel, A critique
period was initiated wiereby all tz=am advisors presented a recap of tl.e com-
bat operation to include actions tzken upon contact.

(b) EVALUATION. This system provides an atmosphere conducive to the
free flow of ideas and constructive criticism. It may be utilized to re-
cord and devslop techniques; indicate weak points; serve as a vasis for iden-
tifying deeds worthy of recognition, and build the feeling of unity and es-
prit de corps.

(¢) REGCOMMENDATION. That all units consider the use of a thorough cri-
tique after each operation as an important teaching vzhicle.

(15) Mecessity for Adequate Informa-ion when Aircraft are Downed. (Co A)

(a) OBSERVATION. While extractinz troops, one lift was hit by hestile
fire and forced to land Troops in the remaining aircraft were landed to
secure the downed craft. 41l aircraft, however, then left the area without
notifving the rround troops wnere the downed craft was located. The troops
urnkricwing.y moved directly away from it. Not finding it after a two hour
search, the troogss set up a nirht defensive position. They were then ordered
to move out of this position and told where the craft was. Before they
reashed it. a recovery had already been rade, and. so the troops returned to
their nighkt position.

(b) EVa_. .TION. None

{c) RECOMENDATION, All support aircraft and commanders in aircraft
should be briefed on ditching procedures. This should include:

1. General location of friendly troopssl

2. Responsibility of the aloft commander to guide the 8hip down as
near as possible to friendlies,

3. Responsibility of any aloft aircraft to potify all ground iroops
as well as the downed aircraft of the latter's exact location.

L. Request for the closest ground element to move immediately to
secure the aircraft.

(15, Comparison: McGuire Rig and the New Stabbo Rig. (MACV Recondo)
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(a) OBSERVATION. The McCuire rig was designed becguse of the need to

extraci personnel from the double and triple canopy jungle where the ladder
or set-down method was impassible. It has been respoggible for saving many
lives in RVN, However, it does have a number of disadvantages. When mount-
ing the rig, an indivicdual must stand erect and therefore expose himself,
He is not free to use his hands to fire his weapon or otherwise protect him-
self when being dragged through the trees. He may be knoecked out ¢f the rig.
Moreover, it is almost impossible to use the rig for the extraction of a cer-
iously wounded person,

(b} EVALUATION. Two approaches were possible in designing a rew rig,
It could be either dropped frm an aircraft or carried by the individual,
The former nas beer tried several times before;, but too much time was always
required for the fastening of various straps and buckles, The latter ap-
proach was thought more feasible. A harness was constructed from Type III
nylon webbing that-utilizes pull-down leg straps for body support and is worn
,8imilarly to a rarachute harness. Ammo pouches and othér load bearing equip-
‘ment are mounted on the harness which is worn by the individual. Before the
arrival of the aircraft, the pull down leg straps are passed between the legs
and fastened to the D" rings mounted on the front of the harness. By using
a criss-cross pattern, the belt Jdoes not support the body weight and, if ne-~
cessary; one harnesa strap alone will support the individual. During extrac-
tion a nylon rope tied with a double bowline is lowered from the aircraft,
Snap links on the nylon rope are attached to floating ®D" rirgs on the har-
ness ,shoulder straps. The individual can be either in a prone or kneeling
position during hook-up:. His hands are free at all times to use his weapon
or radio. Tue time for extraction is greatly shortened. Wounded can also
be extracted by this method. If aircrew members were to be provided the basic
harness, any helicopter would have the capability of effecting an extraction.

(c) RETOM/ENDATION. +«The new extraction harness, called the STA?BO RIG,

should be considered for development and issue to all LRRP personnel and air-
crew embers.

¢. Train.ing.

(1) Quick Kill. (Co B)

(a) OBSERVATION, Most contacts with the enemy are made at close rang :
while both sides are roving through heavy vegetation, Oftentimes contacts

are the result of chance meetirgs in which both sides are surprised.

(b) EVALUATION. Under such circumstances personnel seldon have the op~
portunity to get a clear shot.

T0C
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(¢} RECOMENDATION., Commanders should siress the "quick-kill" method
in engaging the enemy, A few hours of =ood instruction will give a friendly
soldier the needed edge in such encounters.

(2) Sniper Program. (Co R)

(a) OBSYRVATION. The enems will try to move along the treeline when-
ever poscible, especially early in the morning and late in the afternoon.

(b) EVALUATION, By traveling this way an enemy can stay close to cover
and ready concealment, However; well>trained sniper teams, if nlaced along

such clearings; can inflict casualties on the enemy and seriously curtail such
movemant ,

(¢) R<C AENDATION, Sniper techniques and programs should be developed
at all levels.

d. Intelligence.

(1) Destruction of VYC Infrastructure (VCI).

(a) OBSERVATION, In order to defeat the enemy it is not su’’icient *o
destroy only »is tactical units. The =nemy's underground cells or infrat
structure must be neutralized before the enemy is totally defeated. GSpec-
isl Forces teams serving in a dual-role of military and district advisors
can play an important part in destroy:ng this infrastructure (VCI).

(b) EVALUATIOH. The VC infrastr:cture is the euemy's main scurce of
tactical intelligence and political control. By eliminating vhe VCI within
an area, two objectives are accomplished: One; GVN control of tiie area is
insured; and two, the enemy's sourse of intelligence is cut off,.

{c) RQECOMTNDATION. It is recommended that all C Detachments coordiinate
with the local advisor for the #PHIENIX" program in their respective arcas,
Both the S2 and S5 should work with the PHOENIX coordinator :to establish
plans for destroying the VCI. At each camp with a duwal adviscry role a Dis-
trict Intelligence and Operations Command Center (DIOCC) should oe established.
This organization would be the nerve center for VCI operations. The DI&C
would be staffed by GVN personnel and advised by a member of the PHOENIX pro-
gram, Information on VCI targets would come from such sources as the National
Police and the Special Forces intelligence nets. Once a tarset has been iden-
tified; plans for removal could ve nade, 7There are several sources of wman-
power avallable for the execution of these removal plans, These include:
Police Field Force, 'obile Strike Force;, CIDG and FWMAF combat units. The
ideal situation would be for MSF/CIDG units to secure a village while ‘the
Police Field Force went in and apprehended VC suspects,
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{(¢) Communications Intelligence Support.

(a) O73SERVATION. During the battle for CIDG camp THOUNG DUG 23 Sep to
1l Oct 68, a two.man advisory team was deployed by the 403d Special Opera-
tions Detact.ment in order to provide commmications intelligence support %o
the camp, The concept of cperation was in direct response to operational
doctrine outlined in the United States Army Security Agency's ASAT 32-2800
and order of attachment,

(b) EVALUATION, Statistically the LO3d SOD furnished about 50 percent
of all the reliable intelligence and provided targets for most of cthe artil-
lery and tactical air strikes during this battle.

{¢) RECOMMENDATION, It is recommended that continued emphasis be placed
upon deploying L403d SOD elements to all CIDG camps under heavy enemy pressure.
Further it is recommended that the L403d SOD Special Intelligence After Action
Report of THUMNG DUC be reviewed at the highest level,

(3) Uniform System for Repor*ing Captured_Prisoners aad Hats raali, (B=33)

(a) OBSERVATION, No comprehensive systematic method is used %y the sub-
¢rdinawve A detachments in reporting necessary information concernirg :uptured
enemy prisoners, documents and materials.,

(b) EVALUATION, Due to the lack of uniforrity in reporting informaticn,
incidents arise in which one or more es:ential elements of information are
omitted in the report. In addition, much time and effort is wasted oy explan-
ations describiag the information, e.g., "Weapons in POW'e possessica at time
of capture: AK-L7",

(c) RECOM‘ENDATION. A format has been published for use by aii detaul-
ments which sets forth exactly what information is to be entered on each line
number of a report. For example, utilizing this format, a repcrt weuld be
submitted with the ertry: "Line 6: AK-U7." The following format and example
wiil 1llustrate the effectiveness of this system,

FCORMAT:
Sub ject.: POW

Line #1: NVA (VC} Nk __ .

Line #2s DIG of capture.

Line #3: Coordinates of capturs. ,

Line #u: Capturing nunit designation and operation number,
Line #5; Circumstances of capture,

Line #6: Weapon in POW's possession at time of capture.
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Line #7: Physical conditicn of POJ at time of capture.
Lina. "8: Deacription of clothirg and equipment.
Lire #%: Acdditional remarks {Result of initial interrogation or any infor~

mation not covered by cther line nurmbers),

SXAMPLE:

Line ‘lLs NYA NR 531-P.1,
Line #2: 1EiLOQH n=z &5
Lire 730 XU Veellie.

Line /#L- Le: Ninh CRP P.20.

Line #5: POW was found in fox heie during sweep of area subsequent to con-
tact witn estimated NVA company.

Line #6: AX-i7t

Live #7: Well fed, nealthy.

Lins #G: Tan and green khaki, pith heimet, new pistol belt, rucksack, 200
rcunds of AK-L7 ammuniticn,

Line #9: Initial interrogaticn presently being cciducted, Resalis & icllow,

(4 Discussisn of Unilatera! and Bilatersl Collection Nets., {S2 Coi Br)

.

{a) OBSERVATION. An effective intel lligence collection nei zowiributes
greatly tc the cverall inteillggl p*og"am of a wnit, Oceaaiwr:l"y, nuwe
ever, due tc a variety of reasons, the USASF and VNSF inteiiigence pebeAMGL
may choose to operate unilateral collection nets without the concurrence or
knowledge of the othsr, This pracuice engenders suspicion and mistrust te-
tween the intelligence personnel and could retard or even defeat oule objec-
tive of 5tk SFGA whizh :s L& %teach the VNSF techniques *+ intelligence coie
lectirn,

() EVALUATION. A bi atere_ cperatzcn wherein both the VNSF and USASF
intelligence personne. work wogedrer and are equally kacwledgeab?- «f all the
asseus is wogl effective, A1l detathments shouw’d strive to establius gucth
operations, Houeve.. citen Adue to circumstances beyond ore's costrol, il mey
be necesuary io operate sgparate nunilateral ccllection nets, Geod “ntelli-
gence can resul® from such cperations vut there must be mutval uzdizstanding
betwean the USASF and VLOF Cave Offlcers

{5) Recruitmen: of Intellicence Agents, {s2/Coll Br)

'

{a) C2SERVATIZN  To estabii») fully operatiomal intelligence colliec-
tion n¢ts ac swipulated In approved operation plans, ambitious agent. recruite-
ment efforis have been undertaken by case officers. Ir a number of instances,
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however, & sncrt time after agents have been coded, they have been terminatved
withocut pre‘ualce becauze they were found unsuitable for the job., This quick
termination is due 1o the case ¢ificer’s failure to conduct proper assessment
of potential agents prior te initiating coding action, Such mistakes cause
unrecessary administralive burden at all levels of command.

{b) EVALJATION, The spotting, assessment and recruitment of an agent
cannct be haphazardly accomplished regardless of the type of agent being
sought, Durarzp the assessment phase, determination musi be made as tc the
individuzl 3 degres of inteiligence, access to target, availabie or neces-.
sary tover; and metivatien, Recruitment and coding action should be initi-
ated cnly afler there iz reason %o velieve that the individual possesses the
necessary attributes to fuifzll the needs of the case officer.

(¢} RECOmENDATION. Ncrne.

~

(6) Exploitation cf VC Infiltrators. {szCI Bz:

(a) OBSERVATION. The number of counterinteiligence internal nets i3
greatiy increasirg in 5ta SFGA. These operations will identify eqsmy ‘ioa .=
traters, saboteurs, and espionage agents cn Special Forces instal lat; LA
Perscnne. on thess installatiions, however, have beea cver-reacting t.
presence of enefy agents in their camps. Thelr first response has been t¢
remove the enemy agent as quickly as possible fiom their co pouw:d,

(b) EVALUATION. Removing the enemy agent from the 2amp wouid be H.nuing
the intelligence vaiue =f that agent. It aiso informs any other ini. i rators
that their position is :n jeopardy or; possibly, has already been diszl.u
The enemy agents wiil alsc realize that there is an internal net auﬂ that any
future aperaticons in that camp shouwld be conduclted with thig in mini, I'nis
may endanger friendly agents in the interna: net as encmy agents will %y to
discover and eliminate them,

(c) RECOMMENDATION. When enemy agents are detected within a 2amp. <.
overt actions should be taken unless the camp or its personnel .re .n 1mmedi-
ate danger. Ticntiiy of the enemy agents should be disseminatel <. 2 limived
need to know pasis only <¢¢ ensure that the agent does not 'learn ne has heen
detected. The interral friendly net should be targeted te obsarv: zths iafi.-
trator, find out who-his friends and associates are, what informati-n ne nas
collected, what Lis mission is and whether a net operation has teza 2<t up by
the enemy agents., Procedures for the apprehension and interrcgation of the
infiitrators shculd be cperational at ali times so that impleméntaticon ca: be
immediate. At ail timss camp security should be able to cope with all reac.
tions caused by the detection and/or removal of the agent from the camp,

oy
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SUBJECT 2 0peration Repart of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Per. d End-
ing 31 Cctober 1966, RCS CSFFCR-65 (R1)

(7) Biack, Cray. and White Liste,- {sv.c1 Bx)

fa? CBSERVATION, In the past files were not maintained on individuals
indicebing whether or not they were friendly to the United States or Vietna-
mese Guve.nments. Thuw individuals fired for unreliability by one agency have

be n ablle to oo zlzewnr e and be rehired by another agency. Recently, hcwever,

efforts neve ve.n made Lo cstabilsh and maintain files on friendly., unfriendliy,
and questionzu.s LErson:

{b; TVALIATION, Through the use of internal counmerintelligence cper -
tions, external ceollection onerations, volunteer informart programs, caphured
enenyy documents, the polysraph program, ard POW interrogations, files can be
established; identifying various personalities,

(r) 1ECOM:ENDATICM, Biack, Cray, and White List Files should be mai--
tained at ali echelonc, Information on personalities should be dissem nased
to various hiring agercies so that individuals identified as questionab:le
or uirfrisndly will nc: »e hired, Suc: information can also be useful in

the apprehendirg of these peorsons,

B} C-adwey of Physical Surveye.

ia) CASERVATION,~ ALl “A" and "B" Detachments are required to cordee+
annually Counverintelligence {CI) Physical Surveys.

{b, FEVALUATION, This CI Survev is highly invelved amnd requires st .cas%
one week of concentrated effort to complete, Comsidering the tacilz.l
lecation of mapy "A" and "B" detachments, they do not have time to condn .
these surveys annually, Secondly9 this survey i3 not meant o de 3 re..sviwg
requirement, It is usually conducred at new installations or *hose vnzsz a
drastiz chargie in *the physical structure tas taken place, Once the survey
is :omplefeﬂf 3t remains valid until tnire 1s a change, Finaliy. CI porcon-
rel a%t these lavels are wob normally qualified to conduct such swvess .-
iess thay are ascis ad hy Prewost Marshnal personnsl who are so aualnt er,

) RECOH;LNDA”ION. CI Physical Surveys shouid be requir=d c¢niy at na-
units or camps ¢r when a drastic change has taken place in the phys;cdl
structure of such locations, Existing surveys should be considerzd vali:
until chanpes occw., Furthermore, lialson should be established with ':ca’.
Provest Harcshai personnel to determire the possibility of thier conductirg
these surveys &% A" and "B" detachments,

(30 Cowtir-Inteliipence Inspections, (sc/cI Br)

fa) OPSIWATICN, It has been cbserved that some sections within S
SFGA were coawaze L provisions of security regulations, This resulted in
careless ard ampropcr nandliing of classified materials,
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SUBJECT: Cperat.or Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period End-
irg 21 Ocucber 1968, RCS CSFOR=65S (R-)

i) BVALUATION, A pregram of anncunced Ccunter-intelligence Inspections
was implemented oy the CI Branch and ail units ¢f the Command are now being
inspecied on & regular basis, Through these inspections, weaknesses and
irregularities nave been ww.overed and corrected, Responsible individuals

have boorn inormed abour

the provisions of sscurity regulations and the

Lecessity f:r observing them, Unannounced CI Inspections are alisc being
cendun-ed, Thiz procedure serves a7 an additional rerinder of the neces-
sity ror zatecuarding clazsified material, These inspections have re-
suisen in a noriceabls improvement in the security of the Group,

{e)  RIECCA ZNDATION,

Counter-inteiligence Inspections should be con-

ducted on 2 Joatinuing basis at all ievels of the Commard,

{10+ Spatial F.roe

ﬂ;
o

Intellipence Personnel (Co A).

A s

. ~N

(a; OCBSERVATLON. Some Special Forces intelligence persounnel are not
fully trained nor -aware of the procedures and techniques required for
efficient intelligence collection operations,

(b) ZVALUATION, One of the principal missiocas of Specral Forces is the
coliection of iantelligence through agent colleztion systems and comba:r oper=-
tions, It has beccers apparent in recent months, that the Spezial Forces

enlisted persoang. (MMO3 .

.;Y pie
FEYSOY

Ageut

Agent

Agernt
Agent.

ed IF) being as.igned to this command are not sufficient-
parcG o perform in the capacity expecied of them, Specificatiy, these
ne L nate demonsiratad weakness in the following areass

ret organizaticn
recruiting

targeting based on. EEI
debriefing based on EEI

Deoriefing of operations

Agea*
\IA. ﬂe -~

net administration and records
of batti=

Counter«Intelligence operations

The ack of kacwledge in

wne above areas has seriously affected Spe:.an

Parces intclligence operations in this Corps Tactical Zone as well as the

intelligsnce advisory ef

‘2) RECOM/ENDATION,

Torh,

Once a Special Ferces intelliigence NCO arrives in-

country, 1t ie won late o train him, USASWC and USASWS at Fort Bragg,
USAINTS, at Fort mnlabird, and the numbered Special Forces Groun should be
nade aware of this dﬂ.--lency in an effort tc stimoiate-ddditicnal tvaining

in the arcas mentioned,

e
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SUBJICT: Operation Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for period End-
ing 31 Octcber 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(11)  Airborne Perscnnel Detectors (Co A

ta) ONSEVATION. None

(b} =VALJATION. The Airborne Personnel Detector has pro.en tc be an
eifective tco! o intelligence operations in this Corps Tactical Zons.
Its use nas been of particular value in targeting for air assets or 1n pro-
gramming for fuzure operations., In the past, this Company has had to rely
on the ccoperatien or assistance of US Divisions in the CTZ for APD support,
While in wmost cases, this sugport has be:n forthcoming, the availatility
of organic equivment would greatly enhance these operations and add much
fiexzbiiity Lo the system,

(¢) RECCII.ENATION, Trat the Airborne Personnel Detector equipment,
either Airbcrne or man-pack versions, be 1ssued to the Special Forces Company.
(Due to limited ajr assets available, two sets of equipment would be adequate
in this CTZ,)

12) Shakegown of Indigenous Perscnnel

(a) OBSERVATION, Through a continuous rigorasus shakeiown program of
andigenous persennel upon entering and departing the uoASKF Compound, numer-
ous chits. cokes. beer; cigarettes. and PIR rations have been recovercu,

(b) EVALUATIQON., DNone

“¢) RICOIMENDATICN.  one
(13) Security Comdany Alerts {Co A)

(a) BSTRYATION. There has been an increase in alerts conducted by the
Company's Cambodian Security Company. The alerts are conducted voth day sid
night and are uranncunced,

{b) EVALUATION. With the increase in unannounced alerts. there his been
& marked increase from an average of 70 percent present for duty to a remaskable
95 percent, When CIDG personnel are aware that unannounced alerts and roll
cails will be conducted throughout the weck; they have a tendency to remain
within the confines of tneir compound,

(¢) RECOLENDATION., None

(1) Cliass V Aliccation,

{a) O3522.ATION. Due to enemy activity and the required rate of use
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ing 3L Octcber 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

darirng zenvact, suberdinate detachments have run extremely low on their
stocks of Class V, :

{b) EVALUATION, The allocation of ammunition is programmed one month
in advance and therefore cannot take into consideration the enemy situvation
that develefs during nhe period., Weekly amme status reports are submitted
to the Foruard Suppiy Peint. Critical items are redistributed from detach-

. ments wuo have an excessive amount based on the enemy situaticn., When such

rediztribution is impreoetical or stocks are short in all camps, additional
suppsit is cequested from the logistical support centér,

(:) AUCCHENDATION. Present ailocations will have to be increased if
this unit is to remain combat effective,

(%) Aar Delivery Problems, (Cec A)

{n} OBSIWATION, Damage to the runways at Camp Thien Ngon and Camp
KATUM :rom mortar and rccket attacks limited resupply attempts tc¢ ine use
of the Low Aititude Parachute iixtraction oystem (LAPES), Tne improper re.--
leas~ of the LAPES Zzad from the aircrafi cauced additional damage Lo the
rurway as we”. ag destroying some of the cargo. Due te the weight ef rhe
cargo cn the platforms. derigging, and the limited amount of time betwesn
iloads, che remevas of the piatforms from the runway created another provism,
Enginesr quadse were cequired from II Field Force to repair the airstrip,
EAPUM  an nov and $-.23 and CT7A aircraft; however, THIEN NGON :an only
bandle 07A asirecraft, LAPTS are s5till required there when the cargo exsceeds

the capamilitics - the CTA, Additional time bet.een LAPES sorties was re-
guested Coen woo 03401 Alr Divisien so that leads could be removad fron Tie
air - 'Tip.

{b) £7.LUATION, None,
(<) RECOM EMNDM'ION, None,

{3) Aur Cargo aid the tecessity for FAC and TAC Air Coverage. {3u A)

{faj CYWOVATION, The 834tk Air Division requires TAC and TAC air to
rendezvore with suply alreraft at certain detaciments where thay feel
that t¢ atrsralt will be subject to cnemy fire,

(rj BVALUATION, Since the time of rendezvous has t~ be establisled a
day pricr to the mission in order for the resupply ship to mect the time-
over-target, it Lis sometimes necessary for the aircraft to remain on the
ground for a peciod ~f time, This r:duces the aircraft flight tiwse, There-
fore cutting aown the resupply missions that could be accomplished,
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SUBJECT: Operation Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for period End-
ing 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

{) RECOMMENDATION. The 834th Air Division has been requested to re-
duce the recuiremert for FAC and TAC coverage at the detachmenis,

(4) Dealings with Vietnamese Contractors (co B)

faj ORSETVATION., 1r dealings with Vietnamese contractors, difficulty
has beern expericnced due to variance in constraction requirements and
variance in ¢aality Letveern contractors,

1L, TVATVIATION. Past coniracts have been vaguely drawn up. They have
not sei high standards of quulity or of performance,

{>) RRECO{1NDATIONS, Additicnal requirements should be placed in the ex-
1sting contracus, more cieariy cefining the construction staudards expected
=f the contractor, Additicnally, more clearly detalled plans must be pro--
vided t2 Lhe contractcr tefcre he can realistically be held to the specifi-
caticrs of the contract., The Staff Engineer officer does have detalied plans
which can be made availatie upon request by either the contractor or ine
Assistans Stalf Sngineery Periodic inspection of the constrmaction by tha
Swalf d@rgicser will deterwine the quality of work., Furthermore, penaliies
cneuld be zsiessed for sub-standard work and rewards given fir exoep~
tlCral worik of foo projecis completed before anticipatea completion daie,

() Camp Maintenance (Ce B

{a) O33ERVATION., At a number of canmps maintenance of positions and
defences way baon nerlected, In many casrs the serious deterioratiun ig the
rezult, of ncglect,

{t; EYVALUATION, Great quantities of sandbags, timber, cemznt, tin, and
other cons*ruction iaterisis are now required to correct this situatior,
{v; RICCMENDATIOIN, Command emphasis is being placed on camp maintenance,
Nunescus projects are beinz planned to restore all camps to a satisfactory
defensive pusiwre, Periodic inspections will be made by detasnment c¢:muanders
to rdentify winor maintenance problems as they occur, thereby precluding msjor
rehabrlitaticn projects,

(&) Taim. Lapse between Requistioning and Receiving Supplies. (Co &)

{a} ‘CBSSRVATION, An inordinate time lapse occurs between date of
requicition and cdale o1 reception of supplies. Wecks stretch into months
hefore ar item is received, Sometimes the item is never delivered to the
requerte;r,
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SUBJIECT: Operation Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for period End-
irg 3. October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

i} EVALUATICN, DA Form 2765-1, Request fér Issue and Turn-In,:is sut-=
m.tted to a supoly agency and the request is prugrammed against the incom-
ing suppry ¢f like items, In cases where no shelf or warehouse stock is
avallanle to {11) the request, a due-out is given the requester,

{2} RECOIMENLATION, Supply regulations should be revised ic insure
perincclc review of all 1equisitions subrdtted at all levels. When an
aprripsiate time lepglh has elapsed and a review has shown unfilled requisi-
tiors, & renswcd reguirament should be submitted by the supply agency to their
higper logictical supsort unit,

17} Emexgercy Resupply {¢» B)

{a) (3S:AV:TION, During emergency resupply of carps urder aitack, time
hes been iost ir the past rigging itc.s for air drops and determining the
prievitos for otesupniye

(b, EVALUATION, Arter DAK SEANG wa3s attecked on 18 August 1968, loads
of Class IV and V materials were pre-rigged and are held for future

{¢) RECOILiTNDATION, Ncne,

18} Operators Maintenance (Ce B)

fa) OSHRVATION, Operators maintenance continues to be a prebiem at
*re "hY debanhmenis, ' Increased suppert from lst Leg units, howerer, has sme
preveu the tera! maintenance situation in Company B, )

{v)" EVALUATION, Nona.

{v) ReCOMZENDATION, As scon as sufficient ECCI personnel ave avai-able,
Company 2 wii:l initiate a training preogram for detachment indigenous

mechanics,

(3) Emergency Requistions ‘Cx D)

{a; OBSERVATION, GSometimes during an emergency, units are forced t«

--raquest equipment and ammunitiocn which they should have had on hand,

it} EVALUATICN, Units do not keep a close count ¢i equipmen® and
amrenivion oi hand, Depending on the situation; commanders should, in
most cases. be able to anticipate future needs,

{3 RECOMMENDAEIONS, A commander should insure hé has a court of a’ .

requanment. and ammupition in camp, A frequent check of his requisiticns
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SUBJECT: Operation Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for period Ende-
ing 31 October 1968. RCS CSFR-65 (R1)

should be made and close coordination with his counterpart should be made
to anticipate future needs,

(10) Shorvage of Carge Nets . (Co D)

(a) OBSIZRVATION, Camps that must be resupplied by CH-L7 do not always
raturn cargie nets promptly,

(b) EVALUATICN, Too often the personnel who receive the resupply heli-
copter fail to secure the nets and return them to the "B" detachment., Nets
not secured may be destryoyed by CSF policing the LZ.

(¢) RECQMENDATICN, Commanders must be made fully aware that there is
a shortage of nets and the failure to return them may abort a vital resupply

mission,

(11) Acccuntability for Controlling Equipment and Supplies, (coc)

(a) OBSERVATION. A large quantity of equipment and supplies
shipped throughout the Aerial Port System 1s either lost, stolen, or other-
wise not accountédl for,

(b) EVALUATION, Cargc lcsses can be expected when the consignor and
consignee Jo nov have close coordiration and quick communications. The
Alr Ferce handling system whereby E-2!'s and E. 3's sign for supplies with
hurried signatures makes it difficult to trace cargo once it has been off-
loaded, The frequent change of personnel increases the problem,

{¢) RECOMMENDATION. A study should be made of the Aerial Port System
to deterwine ways in which the above problems can be corrected. Als there
should be a method of notifying the consignee when his cargo has arrived at
an aerial port.

{(12) Resupply of Camps,

(a) OBSERVATIUN. During the monscon season or during a prolonged
siege it may be difficult or impossible to resupply a camp, )

(b) BEVALUATiION, In I Corps a three-week supply of rice, PIRs, mogas,
diesel, perscnnel eguipment, ard ammunition is maintained at each camp,
Tds r-serve proved invaluable during the selge of HA THANH and again at
THUNG DUC. Ths reserve allowed the camp to continue its mission while
requesting from the forward supply point only those items it consumed above
the norma’ rate. The reserve also erabled the forward supply point to con-
tinue resuppiying the other A teams, thus not placing any of the latter in
a critical pesition.
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SUBJEGT:. Operation Repart of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for period End-
ing 31 Octeber 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

{2) RECOMENDATION, A1) A Teams should maintain at least a unree week
reserve of rice, PIRs, mogas, diesel, personnel clothing and equipment, and
ammunition,

{23} Marking Amm- (B-3L)

{2} O35ZIRVATION, It nas been found that during the hours of limited
visihility iv is very difficult and time-consuming to distinguish between
the varicus tvpes of ammunition located in underground storage facilities,

{(r) EVALUATION, Luminous tape applied to the various storage binsg
1nside the storage faciiity would readily identify the various types of
ammuniticn located therc,

() TNCCOMTENDATIUN, That luminous tape be made available through normal
Supply channels to the A" teams.

f. Political Warfare

{*} Skits between Classes (Co &)

{a) OBSERVATION, During Motivation and Indoctrination sessions, unless
a particularly interesting subject s being presented, the attention of the
audience tends to wane after 30 to 60 minutes,

{b) RVALUATION, By presenting a short skit or singing sessicn between
ciazses durirg such session, the POIWAR team. can maintain audlencs interezi.

‘¢) RECOWMITNDATION, A skit or singing session can be presented during
the short breax betwsern classes., Sinze most MYI sessions consist of 2
classes, each «" hour leng, only one skit or entertainment period is neces-
sary fcr a sessior, If possible, the skits should relate to the subject

being prasented.

(2) HMovies aund Classes (Co A)

{z) OBSERVATION, It is often difficult to get troops to attend
lectures and then mairtain their interest. To overcome this problem, one
POLWJAR team showed the troops movies with a Psyops message, During the
brezk betieen reels; a member of the team would give a five to ten winutes
iecture on a motivation and indoctrination theue,

(b) EVALUATION, The movie reinforced the attitude presented in the
lecture while the lecture established a frame of reference for the audience.

{c) RUCOMIZINDATION, None.
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SUBJECT: Operation Repoert of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for period End-
ing 31 Octcber 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

{3, VN History_and Political Subjects for Dependents (B=52)

ia,; OBSERVATION. Nnne

{t} “VALUATION, The POL''AR Team can help to improve the mocrale of
the CSF by establishing a sc¢hool, Any building that is available can be
uscd, Supplies for I- can be obtaired by the S-5, The POLWAR team by teach-
i1og VN Histery amd poidtical subjects can help improve nationalist spirit,

(»;) RECOM ENDATION, None.
t4) Camp Loudspeaker System (B=3L)

{a) OBSZRVATION, A ioudspeaker system is being used to convey motiva-
tion and indoctrination materials to the Camp Strike Force Soldiers, The
speaker 1s also used for entertainment. Records and songs recorded by the
CSF soldiers or by civili#n entertainers are played over it., Chieu Hol
speeches are broadcast to any VC/NVA v the immediate area,

(t) TATUATION, In rtie pasi, meetings and rallies had to be used to
commuricate informaticn te the ircops. These have to be plarned in advance
and are extremcly time .consuming., The loudspeaker system is much quicker
and more afficient, .

L4} RECOMMENDATION, A1l "A"™ camps shouid be authorized funds to pur-
chase and maintain a loudspeaker system,

i%} FSYOFS Coordinating Committee, (C.s)

® i

ia) OBSERVATION. In III CTZ, the Provinces have a large number of US
and Vie*namese agencies involved in S% activities., These agencies incliuds
Spec:al Fosces, JUSPAO, Sector S5, MACCORDS, Vietnamese Information Servies,
National Poli:e, Armed Propaganda Teams ard all military units S5.

“t; BVALUATION, Lack of ccordinavion between these agencies in %he
PSYOPS fie:d often results in conflicting themes, counter-productive prcpa-
j;anda, duplication of effort and a failure to share resources and lessvas
learr.ed.,

{(c) RECOMMENDATION, An effective soiution in one province has been
for the Senicr PSYOFS Agency, which is JUSPAO in IXI CTZ, to establish a
PSYOPS Crordinating Ccemmttee, This one agency is responsible for assasting
and coordinating 4iJ) the other agencies on theme development, target audience,
target area, and means of disseminmaiion avallable, The other agencies are
resprnsibie Jor providing feeder reports on plans, projecis, and resources
available Lo assist each cther, Although no strict chain of command can be
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SUBJECT: Operation Report of Sth Special rorces Gréup (Abn) for period End-
ing 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

established, an informal PSYOPS committee can reduce duplication of effort,
establish relevancy of themes. and share resources,

(6) Pre-Planned PSYOFS Aircraft (C=3)

(8) OBSTRVATION, 1In the past, pre-planned PSYOPS aircraft suppcrt has
not been used tc its fullest potential as an integal part of the P5YOPS
program in ILIT CTZ, By using pre-pianned aircraft support, a continuous
PSYOPS program can be developed,

(b) VALUATION, Fisepianned PSYOPS aircraft support has proven effec-
tive in providing a continuous leaflet and loudspeaker broadcast suppert
system, Pre-planning allows the individual Psy-Operator to coordinate and
plan long-range aircraft support, The cverall effect is that pre-planned
aircraft suppcrt allows the Psy=Operator to focus all support possible to
maintain the highest media density level,

(¢) TICOMENDATIONS, That PSYOPS plans include pre-planned aireraft
support whenever possibile,

(7) Quick Reaction PSYOPS Aircrafi (B-33)

(a) OBSEZRVATION, Occasionally a PSYOPS opportunity calling for immediate
exploitation by icaflets has presented itself. Regwlar P3YOPS :“ans3s have nnt
always been immediately available to exploit the situation, Also, it is
desirable scms'limes to drop small quantities of leaflets on targets selected
from current intelligence reprrts, However; such missions would not warrent
a pre-plann-d leaflet drop,

{bt) EVALUATION, None,

{c) RICOMMFNDATION, The detachment work chopper or a visual recosn-
ralssance plane with the pilots consent can be used for the additional miz-
sion of dropping leaflets. Also any aircraft missions over hostile terratory
can be used for a secondary mission of PSYOPS media dissemination,

(8) New Metheds to drop eailets from Crcppers (B-23)
New Metheds to drop le rs \B-23/

(a) CBSERVATIONS, At Detachment 3.23 the work chepper g used as a
suppiementary means of disceminating beih strategic and tactical PSYOPS
Seaflets, Varicus methods of dispersal have been used. The hand dispersal
method was found unsatisfactory since it results 1ln an erratic dispersion
prattern, creates a danger of fouling the rear rotor, and causes leaflets to
fly into the door-gunner 's position,

(b) EV.LUAPION, A modified air package was found satisfactory. The
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method «:ns1sts cf remcving tne top on a box of leaflets, splitting the sides;

and *iyfliirg the leafletr stacks. The box is held together until over the target
arca. Then the urtire bex is thrown cut, The box easily ciears the helicopnter,
Then. due tc the riri. ma. the leaflets srread out for an excellent disparsion,

{c) RECOMMENDATICN, Nene,

19} Loudspeaker Broadeasts are the final clincher, (Bogs)

(a) OBSERVATION, During the month of August three NVA rallicrs were received.
K1 of the railiers iaformed us during their debriefing that they had both seen
leafiets and heard tapes, During the attacks on LOC NINH Special Forces Camp
over 30 hours of speziai tapes had been used, The themes of these tapes iunciuded:
facts contradi.ting the propaganda received by the NVA wnit prior to infilurating
into South Vietnam<= information :n the Chieu Hoi program; facts on enery losses:
and an appeal ¢ surrender under the threat of continued airstrikes and bombliigz.
The NVK ralliers all irdicated that the final decisian to Chieu Hoi was based on
Tistening to these tapes.

(b} EBEVATIATION, If saificient military pressure can be apnl :d ag2i=sh L8
enemy to adi c.e@iwil ~y and meaning to a PSYOPS thems; then louuspsansy uidale
casts cf tapes tacicored for tne target audience are the most effective means cf
commanication, Although ieaflets may have some effect, the use of Loudspeawer
broadcasts in ithese thrce cases was determined to be the deciding fe:.vov 1n
convincing thne individuals te rally.

(¢} RECOMMENDATION, None,

(20; Iast Names o: cremy cft Leafiets (el

{a’ OBSERVATION, In late Aupust a member of a Tocal Torcs Vi w it
surrendersd to Province urnder the Cnieu Hul program., A spacial ieaflst was
prepared appealing by name to the remaining nine members of his squad. to
surrendes, In eariy September a second member of the sams wnit sw.oender.d with
the leafiet in his possession, Another quick reaction leafiet was d ssemindatad
showing toth Hoi Chanhs and containing another personal anpeal. A sw:ic Zaver
a thisd member of the unit swrendered bringiag with him the latest lverlsh.

(b) EVALUATTON. Nore,

‘¢; RECOMMENDATION. Whenever possible a tactical lsaflet should ue
prepared with an appeal listing the names of known members of the univ. This
information can be obtaired from either a Hoi Chanh or POW,

£e w

(:1) Cnisn Hca instrections on Leaflets (Baz2)

(a) UBSERVATION. Thers have been frequeni reports from Hni Chanhg;
POW¢s and agents that an indiridual or group wanted to surrender unde:r the
Chieu Hoi Progrvam dut didnt know how or whers, A special leaflst was
designed giviig inatructions and 2 mad for each dstachment area,
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AVGBG 15 Nusembe> 1968
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repor: of 5th Special Forces Group {Abn) for Pericd Ending
31 Octcter 1968, RCS CSFOR-%5 (R1) (U)

{b) BVALUATION. Ncne.
(¢) RECOMMENDAT™ON. None.

(:2) Disseminating Information on Hoi Chanhs. {C<1)

{a) OBSERVATTON. (C) Due to the fundamentally aggressive nature of the
CSF's mission snd the ethnic compositon of certain CSF and MSF companies, Hoi
Chanhs tend to rally to GVN outposts and other fixed allied installations in
I CTZ, They ars then prozessed through channels and removed from USASF/VNSF,

(b} EVALUATION., (C) An assessment of the effectiveness of psychological
themey and campaigns is seriously impaired when the results of these programs are

not kmown,

(c¢) RECOMMENDATION. (C) That all commands receiving Hol Chanhs inform all
other commandy whose TACR's the Hoi Chanh passed through of ths results of the

psychological «nd political interrcgation,
CIVIC ACTION

pe—_ P

(12) Storehovsing Supplies {Ca3)

(a) OPSERVATION, In the past, an A Detachment had to wait up to L’s mos“hs
before receiving any requested SS supplies, due to the many Headquarters that
must prccess the request., By establishing a warehouse and stocking an adequals
level of suppiiea, Compsany A has been able to reduce this reaction time %o
between 2 and 6 days im most cases. When the Comvany receives a reauest fcom
subordinate detachmenis, the items requested are tmmediatelv issued, then lika
items ars rejuistiored to re~.stock the warehouse, As long as adequate lavals of
supplies are maintained; this syvstem functions smoothly and efficiently,

(b) EVALUATION. Maintainirg adequate supplies on hand to orovids aaick
reaction support to the B Detuchments increases the timeliress and effectivoness
of the Company CA progeam,

(«) RECOMENDATION. Each C and B Detachment SS should be authorized and
encouraged to maintain a ons or twe month level of supplies to support their
subordinate detachmentz., The vast mafcrity of the supplies are utilized at A
Detaztment Level, Supplies shcuid tnerefcre be available on short notivce o meet
the changing situations that occur at that level, (A1l C & B Teams ars now
required to keep warshoused ons month®s suoplies for their subordinate detachments),

(1h) C.,A, Projects for CIDG Dependents

(a) OBSERVATION. On numerous occasions in the past, ambitious CAPO Officers
would tegin projects or programs near their camps that aided and benafitted the
local civilians, On several occasions these oroiects did not include the CIDG

dependents,
CONFIDENTIAL
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. 15 Nusember 1963
SUBJECT: Operatioral Report cf Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Pericd Eraing
31 Outoter 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

fz) EVALUATTON. Since the CIDG are supported by Special Forces and
required to fight under their guidance, it is important that we retain their
respect and maintain their loyalty and morale, The CIDG expect to live iust as
well as the cirilianz in their area, It is important that their dependents be
inclvded in any CA,POLWAR prcgram that benefits the local civilians,

{¢) BECCMMENDATTON, When planning CA/POLWAR projerts oy programe, always
include ths CIDG Jdependents,

(:5) Effec’ive C.A, Planning (51 16F)

{a) OBSERVATION. It has been Zound that frequently the largest and best
planned Civi: Action Projects have had negative results, failed to overéome apathy,
or at least faiied to create enthusiasm,

(v} EVALUATION. Nons,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. More sffective Civie Action Projects have been
producsd by {silowirg ‘hese guldelines.

Fer your initial proje~t i an avea, chcogs a project that the people wani,
even if a more practical project is needed,

Short term projects, where the people can readily and quickly see the ond
resulta, are recessary tefors enthusiasm and confidence can be crealed Ju~
a long range project.

uUse self-heip projects whenaver possible., It may take longer to compliaie Lie
project but the peopie will appreciate the end result more, and thes will
recognize many other projects they can perform themselves where only a4 mini-an
amount of material for support is requised,

Never distribute commodities without having the avpropriate poveriment oiiizixl
present. Your presence will speak for itself; and his support may prove li-
valuable at a later date,

(16) Using Indigenous Rsticns cn CA Frojects. (M2l

(a) OBSERVATION. At one of the camps dehydrated foods, i.e. cottapr. cheuss,
prunes, ard polatoes, were distributed to the CSF and their dependeniz, Tnszy
were given verbal instructions on how to reconstitute the dehydrated toodstalfs,
The next day two CSF reported on sick call with cases of diarrhea which rasuited
from overeating the prunes. Another CSF reported with a swollen belly and de-
hydration. He had eaten'a largs quantity of dehydrated potatoss without ~e.
consituiting them, then hs drank large quantities of water to quench his thirst,
making it necessary to give him Iintravenous fluids,
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"the preniems we have had in past operations in that area, Parsonnei included one

AVGB.C CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operationa Report of 5th Special Forccs Group (Abn) for Period Ending
51 O:stober 1968, RCS CSFCR-.65 (ng (v)

{7 EVALUATION. Noaw,

{17 WCOMMENDATION., When distributing Civic Action Commodities to
LAk oo eruennel, a demonstration should be presented in addition to verbal '
ingtrdevions, Alsc, a rationing system wouls té effective in minimizing :evruse
ef the foodsluils,

(47) Pty opm MEDCAP o, (B-305

{2} OBSERVATIN. The distributicn of CA commodities during the MEDCAP's
can sither be 2 guccess or a free-for-ail, depending upon the foresight of the
individual in charge,

(b) EVALUATION. None.

{¢) RECOIMEMDATION. A great amount of aggravation on the nart of miiitary
personnel ard pecrle involved in MEDCAP's can be avoided if sufficient prior
planning is mads for the orderly distribution of CA commodities,

(18) CIDG Medicai Care (3=3;

Background, Tre CIDG Hospital is comnosed of twe (2) LO bed wacds
with an addifional area w'.gre ¢ GP mediwn tent can be srected which w-and huid
another 20 patientz, The hospitsi has two {2) operating rocms, a comeination
latoratory and X Bay faciiity, Mess Hall, and supperting ax dviiiesr, i hend as
emergency, medisal. and sirgixal patients, Normally the daily census aversge:
eigrty (8C) patiente;, %% of these are sargical in nature, During *' mas’ twe
(27 monils there ha: teen an spward tread with the hospital avereging v in ¢
patients, At 1h* eci of his <tay the patlent either returas to active iy, <
goes on timited duly, or rece - ms &« CIDG dis-harge with compensatior, Pavients
with long term diseases, sg. tivercnlosis, are discharged and treatmen’ L: o
tinuted in g.vernment sanatcriums at a cost of 80VN per day for a peri:? not %o
exceed uvne year, Paticnts with a non-service connected disabiiity are discunarged
without cempersatior, Patients requivizg prosthetic devices are safe: e t.o the
Natioral Reherilitation Hcrpital for nezessary tiace prosthelle we'k refose

dirusrgz, The addition if the LO bed Convapiezcent Care Haspiial at LONG RAI

has pre.videa a facillity for icng term care of disabled patients. This has
resuiteéd i an’;.reas. in ugsable "Acute® ted space in the CIDG dcspilal, Wikl
ficA, One medical cfficer makes fraquent visits to the Convalracernt Moagpital
to provide medical feilow uvp for in-patients,

“a) OBSERVATION: During the reporting period the Medical Section, Comcany
A, eusiarn.ished a Furwara Mobile Hospital s1 TAY NINH to help alievizts some of

(1) MC, one i.) M3C, and cne (1) medic from the C-Detachment, the 3rd Hobile
Strie Force Command, and B.32 (TAY NINE}. Vietnamese SF medics from B-32 and

R
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AVGB.C CONFIDENTIAL 1S November 1966

SUBJECT¢ Opewaticnal Report of S5th Special Ferees Group (Abn) for Ferzod Ending
31 O:tober 19656, RCS CSFTR-65 (R1) (U)

CSF medics and nurses from urd Motile Strike Force Command also were used,

it} EVALUATION, Tre sechion% mission was to provide direct medical support

for a three . 1) Battalioa cperation in War Zone C during the periods 25 Sep 1568
to 21 Cct 1968, Priority waz given to treatment of casualties with referral of
the mere sericusly wounded to the MIDG Hospital BIEN HQW and, when néecessary to
the L5tk Surgissi Hospival, TAY NI¥4, Lightly wounded patients were then treafed
oL site wefore iransfer t: DIEN HOM, During the operational pericd 2 Sep 19€8
Lo 15 Out J9E5 tnis faciiity handied over 35C vatients and performed more thaw
200 minor debridemer.cs. Only one (3.) CSF died of wounds after reaching this treat-
ment fzcility, 190 patlents were transferred to the BIEN HOA CIDG ifonpital,
During tiniv sawe time Camp KATUM "A-322) and camp THIEN NGON (A-323) came onder
heavy ground attack adding to the number of personnel treated at thne Forward
Mobiie Hospitai, The final benefits realized from the establishment o a Forward
Mobile Hospital are: & %died «f wounds” ratio lower thar ever encounterad hefors
in opurations of equal size; less crowding of US Medical faciiitiess ani the
capability of providing front lire medical care during a larger than bittallcu
sized operaticn,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, This system chould be utilized fer ail aperat.iis
invelving mere tharn one battalion., Necescary supplies shonld bé prerachage?
for immediate deployment and cperatior. of a Ferward Mobile Hospltai at «uy 4
or B Detashment in II1 CTZ,

(i9) OJT Medicys Tratning. WCo ki

(a) OBSFRVATION, Prosently we have an OJT pregram for Camp Strike ¥i:ed
persornel and c¢ivilian nurses employed by A and B Detachments, In the past cowo
(2) montns the training pericd has beer. increased from two {2} to “cur (i) weeks,
Also a medical training program for VNSF is being conducted, Recently 15 Cump
Strike Force personnel were sent to this location for training, witn <mpnasis
being placed on Oral Hygiene and Dental Surgery.

{b) EVALUATION, At the end of eacn training period they arc tssted ard
evaluated by the VNSF and USASF medics. personnel, During camc visiis their
progress is checked. The experisnce gained through training and peactical
application erabies them *o maintain a high degree of proficiencv., Thnis great.y
reduces routine medicai visats to the CIDG Hospital C-3,

{<) RECOMMENDATION, Continuation and sxpansion of prefuhii widln L DYugfals

(20) Plapning for Vietramese Hoiiday. B3

(a) OBSERVATION, Nene,

{h) EVALUATIN, When pianning the celebration of a Vietnamese Fc.ivay la

173
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wita Civie Action/Pesychcliogical Operations, maximum effert ta be
Ly ¢locze cooperation with Vietnamese counterparts to delermine locel
traditions,

-t

o b LAes
reaped ol
customs ar

[N

(¢} RECOMMENDATION, Advisors sheuld insure cemplete understanding between
themselves and their counterparts when nlisnning for the celebration of a Vicivamese
holiday. ‘

PP e

(@i} Fuapming for Refugee Dmergencies. iCo Al

{a) CESERVATICN, Vhern USASF ANSF camps come under seipe in popuiated sreas,
major rvefugee poobiems reswit. The agencies responsible for refuges relief, oute
side of USASF,VNSF cnannels, have dirficulty keeping sbreast of the situation
and taking alvantape of 4ll availablie resources, inclnding the USASF,/VNSF, Tris
command 1retituted the precedure of dispatching a Liaison Officer tc major GYN/
MACV/CORDS provinciai headquarters during recent cperations at Dat A-10%,

(b) EVALUATION, Clcse coordination 3s necessary to effect efficisnt,
economizal, and timaly refugee assistance, and to aveid duplication of «ff- 7,

{¢) RECOMMEMDATION, Tpat al tne earliest ponsible momont, lJ:aizon se
estabiished wilh aili anterested units and parties,

. < o e
TalV US55, iy S
LTe bl

L

-

(a) O3SERVATION, An outbreak os sp-iaemic Hemorrhagic fever w. -a*_ii .-
the B-33 ares during September was resporded ic-an? controiled oy the Voo 7.
Secticn, Stn SFG (Avunj,

{t} BEVALUATION. This coctrituted greatly to S-56 work n the azui-ial i .1,

{¢c} RECCMMENDATION, None

s
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AVGR L CONHDENT|AL 35 Novenber 1968

SUBJE Tz Operational Report <f 5th Speciali Forces Group (Abn) for Paricd Ending
4 (ctober 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri) (U)

Be Lrgarizsizon, None
to Gpher,
,CQMUNICAT IONS

(17 Adrzpaserative Aur/Ground Frequency, (Ce G)

{a+ OBSERVATION, Ons ¢:aaor frequency, compatible with both old and new
family FM radics, wae wsed in the Corpsny Commard net for administrative and
tacvioal trattss oy 7 CORFS, This was dcne to insure E-Detachments <f ieliable
air griund comuarications even wilh atccraft possessing only oid famiiy »adic
capabliily.

{b) EVALUATION, This cemmer acninustravive and tactical frequency proved
extremely inadequate bocause if an YAY camp or patrol were in contzel, normal
trafise lrom ohner detacturents interferred with the tactical air suppest cocrde-
inatior be'weern the wnit in contact end the Forward Air Controller (FACJ,

{.) RECOMMENDATICON, AZi (.. Bi c-Dig arr:raft with the ARC-Li radics and
any ciner als.ocalt with the Ui ramlily of FM radios should be modiried oo thad
they have a now family capsvilily, The following i one temporary method of
doing this, Tne twe avdic and twe transmit Tines from & PRCw25 tachical man..
pack FM radio a1c w:idered to the appropriate pins on an ARC=hl 34 Pin plug ans
this conuetor is Lhern inserted invo the ARU~LY receptacle in the mouri w.dcr ths
cowpiients ssat, Witn tniy zet-up the plicl #till retains ali the AR .4L5%:
capabiliities of centivucur meninhoring, keying fiom the stick, ete, &z saslsion
hne wil: npave tne Anogsasel Irequency’caperirity, The PRC-ZS is placed ‘¢ the
left of tre priet’s geat 1or sady access and a short anienna cable ir g<i zured
to the ARC-LL zilenua Jor corplets compatibiiity,

R

£2) Teral Sommynication:. G &7
{a} (BSERVATICN, ®or totali commrications, the idesl situation would oo S5

have darect FM capati.:iy Irom the C-Decachment to the mest disient "A™ Duiscaents,
At the preseny Diume, distant FM coimmunicstiorns are limited tc manzzi melas,

(L} EVALUATION, Iu mest inatantes, durect FM communications car to ac..mio
Tizhed by piacing an atiomatic retrazsmission station betwesn the C.deicchmeant
arnd the disvant cumps. The weicansmizsioa box used in providing this cagahlidy,
however., s - .r~iideal atem and is in short supply.

Loy RECOMMENDATION, Ustii the FM retranemiszion hcor 13 avaiiable through.
Larmas Sapg § Channelsg, an affacesus can b2 fabricsted by fitting twe andlo cone
nectors Lo vhe ends of a vhres feie lengih of four-wire catle and plugging them
4o tre relransmit R/W recepieries ¢ ihe fronv of two separate RT-S2q's, Thie
maxe2 automatic rstransmi:zlon viszible uind insures that hath radics are in the

new sjukach 4. yositice,
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AVGB.C CONFIDENTIAL 15 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
3. October 1958, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

73 Administrative Air/Ground Frequency. (Co ©)

(a) CQSERVATION. At one time we operated on a single adminstrative aiv/
ground frequency co-mon to all A detachments for both admin and tactical traffic
in our I Corps FM Nez,

(b) EVALUATION, This proved extremely inadequate because; if a camp or -

~ trol were in contact, normal traffic interferred with much needed tactical air
support,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, With the increased frequemty, rangs, and channelization of
the new family of radios, each detachment can now use a ssparate air/ground
frequency in addition to a common admimistrative frequency. This common frequency
is compatable with the old family of FM radios; thus insuring air/ground commuie
ications between all camps and those aircraft having unmodified radio systems,

(L) Problems with the Libby iOKW Generator. {Co Bj

‘g) OBSERVATION, Trouble shooting on the Libby 10°W generalor fevea.ed that

interral parts of the fuel injector pump were rusted and clogged and the distributor
plates were bent,

(b) EVALUATION, Water and dirt in the fuel caused the fuel injector pump
tt rust and ciog and distributer plates to bend, A factory defect, however, could
at=20 have Ycan the cause.

(c) RECOMMENDATION, Further tests should be ccaducted to determine whether bad
fuel or a factory defect is causing the maifuctions in the fuel injector pump,

MEDICAL

(5} Need for Medics1 Literature. Sy

Lwe

(a) OBSURVATIM, During formal instructions ths students miss many of the
important points of a lesson because of the interpreter.fs unfamiliarity with
medical terms and the absence of an English/Vietnamese medical dictionary.

(b) EVALUATION, The civilians presently workingas male nurses in the camp’s
digpensary are very interested in advancing their knowledge in the medical field,
However, this is very difficult without any medical literature, These nrurses are
an asset to the camp since they assist in the trestment of CSF troops and numerous
civiiians from nearby villages who come daily to tre dispensary.

{:) RESCOMMENDATION, Medical reading material should be provided to assist

interested individuals in the study of medical terms in both the Vietnamese and
English languagel.
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AVGB-C CONFiDEN"AL 15 November 1968

SUBJECT: Operaticnal Repurt of 54h Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
35 October 2968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RL) (U)

"1 Emeigeny Ligntang. - 1Ce B)
{a; SERVATION, L. tne combat medical bunker at this location, it was found

that when the genera‘crs were shut off for a simulated power failure fiash iights
and keru.ene lanterns did not provide adequate light to conduct medical treatment
and eme: geL.y mLarCr Surgery,

by EVALUATION., Nore.

{<; WECOMMENDATION. A jeep headlight was mounted in a simple woodes frame
and tren attached te the teiling, Tne frame was constructed to ~liow the Light
t¢ be turred o faced in any direction. Wires, with a switch, w.re then run
across the ce:iing and down the wall,. where they were connectea to a batiery (twc
tweive voit types;. Notl only did this provide sufficent lighting. ba% &lsc 1t
furnished an 1deal "het spot” for memenis of minor surgery..

(8) Camp Sanatahion: (Co Bj

(a} OBSERVATION, Reports fre- the Combat Readiness Team and visits by the
Company B Stafi Surgeon andypiev siedicine specialist have reveaied tnat ine
primary medicai problem irn the A .8 13 samitation.

{b} EVALUGZTION. (-« preventive medicine specialist is autnorized in eact "B
detachment and wwo are authorized in the Medical Onerations Section at the "T°
detachmént, A! this time only two preveniive medicine speciaiists arc either
assigned or attached for all of Compacy B, Time and distance factors make =%
impescibie for them to suppert ali the 'Rfdetachments in Comparg B, Until e
vBidetachmenws are properiy staffed with preventive medicine Speeia.icts. man; A7
detacktments will convinué to have problems with camp sanltation,

{; RECOMMENDATICN, Additioral preventive medicine speciaiists siiwic 0 rejuecled
from USARV sc¢ that ai® B detachments can be staffed,

AVIATION

(9: Yse of Speciai Forces Airstrips by other FWMAF Unats,  iAviatacr Ofiice)

‘a} OBSGRVATION, Wnen FWMAF units decade t¢ use a Special Foo.oed aixsicriy
for a forward cperaticns base. the large influx of personnel; eguipment and &ir-
crafy fowquentliy causcs confusaion which inverrupts logistical suprert and, some -
times. prysicaiiy Jdamages the airsteip,

‘t, BYAWATIN, Tne “A" team ccmmander at an airstrip where his camp is the
princip.e uweer is 3180 the airfield commander. Much h-s been done recently to
educate the "AY ard "I’ team :ommander concerning his responsibil:ties as airfieid
commandes 2i: gi ouwnd traffal contrei. police of runways and rampa, and minur repair
and mainlenanze of yunwaysz., When a FAMAF unit moves i1n to use the field as an

PR
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R CONFIDENTIAL 15 Kovenber 1968.

SURJECT: Operational Report of Sth Special Forces Group (Abn) for Period Ending
31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

F@B, the necessary field maintenance exceeds the capabllity of the airfield
commender who has no persomnel or equipment for the job, Unless the tactical
unit s&ssists by organizing the area and controllimg air and ground traffic; a
hazerdous situation results, On one occasiom uncontrolled helicopter traffic
became sc dangerous it interfered with air-land resupply operations, On another
occasion helicopters hovering ~ver and near a membrane runway caused it to tear
and thes fieid had to be closed until engineers could repair it. Vehicles running
across the runway often cause ruts which adversely affect the serviseability of the
field. Once an artillery unit set up firing positions on the end of the runway
rendering a portion of the field unusable. Ilitter from *C" rations, ammo boxes,
etc.. have occasicnally been left behind for the CIDG to police up.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, The organization and control of an airstrip being used
for an FOB should be given more ¢onsideration &rd emphasis in the plamning and
execution of operations. The units using the airstrip should be reqaired to
furnish parsonnel and equipment needed to control effectively air and ground
traffic, An aviation representative, preferably a safety officer, should heip
with the physical layout of the F(B

(10} Need for Tactical Airlift, (Aviation Office)

(&) OBSERVATION. Special.Forces "C¥ and "B™ detachment commanders are having
difficulty adequately supervising €heir subordinate units because the latter are
spread out at isoliated locations and air transpertation is ofter not avaflable,
Moreover; if the capabilities of the Mobile Strike Force are to be fully exploited,
tactical airlift is required. BRosary wing logistical airlift in IV CTZ for
Company D weekiy falls about 10 CH-L7 sorties short of our needs,

(b) EVATUATION, See 5th SFGA Army Aviation Support Staff Study at Incl 13.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION, Aviation support recommended by the study should be
provided to S5th SFGA.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC=DST (15 Nov 68) 1st Ind (C)
SURJECT: Operational keport for 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) for Feriod
Ending 31 October 1968. iCS CSFOR=65 (i1)(U)

HEAD "UA' TEXS, UHITED STATsS AlMY, VIsTWAM, APO San Francisco 96375 € JAN:G:G

10:,-Cormander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: IPOP-UT,
APO 96558

Assistant Chief of 3taff for Force Development, Pepartment of the
Army, liashington, D. C., 20310

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Neport-Lessons
learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1968 from Eeadquarters,
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne).

2, (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) reference item concerning port of embarkation and debarkation,
page 94, parazraph 2a. Concur in the recommendation,

b, (C) leference item coacerning procedures for MiDEVACS, page Yk,
paragraph 2b(1l), MNonconcur; parazraph 3b, USAnV keg 40-10, provides for
an additional statement regarding tactical urgency with routine/priority
patient evacuation requests. The regulation rurther cautions cortnanders
net to use this »rocedure solely for the purpose of clearing priority
and routine ratients from their areas of operation when the tactical
situation does not requiie their immeiiate evacuation,

¢, (C) ieference item concerning comparison: Mcluire Tig anc the new
Stabbo kig, page 99, paragreph 2b(16),  Concur in recommendation that the
new extraction harness (Stabbo Rig) be considered for issue to all LLP
personnel, An .li3Url request for the rig has been received vy this head=~
gquarters.,

. d. (U) EReference item concerning conduct of Fhysical Swiveys, page
105, paragraph 2d(8)., There is no USA:V regulation that requires an
anhual CI Survey as stated in the referenced parasraph.

e, (U) rLeference item concerning 3F intellisence personrel, paze 106,
paragraph 2d(10). Concur in the recommendation, This is a matter of concern
for higher headouarters,

f. (C) Referencz item concerning airborne perscnnel cetectors, page
107, paragraph 2d(11). Concur. The 5th SFG presertly has eight hodified
Personnel Detectors. Beginning in rebruary 1969, aew £i3 Airborne Detectors
(APD) will start arriving in LVN, The proposed basis of issue ior the
inccing APD's provides four for the >th 3F3. This distribution will
all  one APD per SF company. -7
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AVH3C-DST (15 Yov 68) 1st Ind (C)
SURJZCT: Cperational Remort for 5th 3pecial Forces Group (Abn) for Period
Ending 31 Cctober 1568, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)(U)

g. (C) %eference item concerning class V allocations, page 107,
paragraph 2e{(l). Xonconcur. USAEV Reg 700-7 rrovides the procedure for
units to request additional amrmunition, 4L USAGV has not been advised
by the 5th SF3 of any recent reguirement for increased ammunition allocation,

h. (C) Reference item ccncerning time lapse between reauisitioning
and receivine suprlies, page 109, paragrach 2e{6). Concur. Current
resulations provide for reriodic reconciliations ¢ due-cuts between
supoly activities and custcmers at 2ll levels., Corrective action is being
taken by the lst Logistical Command to recuce t'is time lapse., (These
comments anply to requisitions submitted arainst the USARV suprly system
only as this headaquarters has no control over requisitions submitted throush
counter-i1nsurzency support office (CISC) channels.)

i. (C) Reference item concerning accountability for controlling
equipment an¢ sup-lies, paze 111, narasraph 2e(ll). Nonconcur. Procedures
now in effect as required by MILSTAMP, MACV Lir 55-4, and 834tk Air Piv
Manual 76-1 are sufficient to rrovide acccuntability and control cver cargo
moving throuzh the aerial port system,

j. (U) Feference item concerning administrative air/;round frequency,
page 121, raragraph 2h(l), The changing of radios does not solve the

problem of havin~ one comon adrministrative and tactical frecvency. Aaditional

freguencies sclved the probler as incdicated in item cencernin.s administrative
air/ground frequency, pare 122, parazrach 2h(3). All ALC-LL radios are
bein? replaced by tre AKC-54 or ARC<131 radios uncer a systematic retrofit
orczram. The temporary substitution of the AN/PRC-25 radio for the ALC-4h
radio is a practical solution.

k. (U) veference item cencerning total cormunications, nage 121,
parazraph 2h(2). A sufficient supply of AK/VLC=LY radios and C-22,°
control boxes for F¥ retransmission should be available by March 1969,
The fabrication of four-wire cable for temporary use with kT-524 radios
for FM retransmission is a practical solution.

1, “Z) FReference item concerning a need for medical literature, pase
22, . - agraph 2h{5}. Concur. This headquarters has initiated action to
. ~ouce medical training film (with dubbed in Vietnamese lanzuage) and
seiical literature to support this or comparable mecdical training programs.
The Sur-eon, 5th Snecial Fcrces 7roup, has been advised of this action,

187
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AVH3C-DST (15 tov 68) 1st Ind (C)
SURBJECT: Ornerational Heport for 5th Special Forces Sroup (Abn) for Period
Ending 31 October 1968, ECS CSFOI=65 (11'(U)

m. (C) Reference item concernins need for tactical airlift, page 124,
parazraph 2h(10), Honconcur. Any additionai airiift support for the 5th
Special Forces Group could te obtainec only »y reducing support previded
other forces, The current suprnort arranzements are responsive to establiished
priorities in order to e¢ffect tre most efficient utilization of available
assets.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Wik

W. C. ARITZ
CPT, 157 }
Assistent Adiutant General

Cy furn:

| 2%
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GPOP-DT (15 Nov 68) 2d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 5th Special Forces Gp (Abn) for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ,US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 * @ FEB 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsement and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2. (C) The following additional comments pertain to paragraphs
indicated:

a. Reference item concerning Destruction of VC Infrastr ‘:ure
(VC1), page 101, paragraph 2d(l). In addition to coordin- n with
the District Intelligence Operations Command Center (DI ,, recommend
liajson with Census Grievance (CG) personnel, Revolutic ry Development
Cadre (RDC) and Provincial ‘Reconnaissance Units (PRU) : operating
against the VCI. Although these organizations are requ ~d to report
to the DIOCC, experience has shown that professional jeaiousy and lack
of communication and training often preclude full dissemination of
VCI information.

b. Reference item concerning black, gray, and white lists,
page 105, paragraph 2d(7). Concur in the recommendation, Suggest
close coordination with District Intelligence Operations Command Center
(CIOCC), Sector Intelligence Operations Command Center {SIOCC) and
National Police in preparing lists since these agencies have organic
capabilities and responsibilities for operations of this type.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ol facst-

C. L. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

Cy furn:

CG USARV
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STATISTICAL DATA

I II ITI v
1. (C) Missions; CTZ CTZ CTZ2 (T2 TOTAL
8. Squad 3969 3L99 L9903 17328  3:699
b, Flatoon 2660 1930 2332 8330 15252
C. Company or Larger 3212 478 580 1884  3:u3

2. (C) CGontacte:

a. Con” ‘s resulting from Friendly 206 352 1% 254 968
of Ave Action: »

be VC attacks on installations and 103 86 360 81 630
convoys:
¢o Incidents: is L8 30 203 196

3. (C) Confirmed VG Losses:

a., KIA L6  78r 8% 381 2u72
b, CPIR 20 64 37 12 233
¢. Quarterly Comparison of Confirmed VC Losses Country-wids:
KIA CPTIR :

Lth Quarter 67 2011 728

1lst Quarter 68 2492 L7

2nd Quarter 68 1961 271

3rd Quarter 68 2L72 233

4. (C) USASF Losses:

a, KIA 5 10 L 2 P
b, WIA 35 by 34 13 iz
¢, MIA 0 0] 0 1 =

Incl 5 to 5th SFGA ORLL for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1948.
155
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" STATISTICAL DATA (CONT)

d. Quarterly comparison of USASF casualties country-wide:

KIA Wik MIA TOTAL
hth Quarter 67 37 p T -3
1st Quarter 68 17 174 12 263
2nd Quarter 68 26 98 3 127
J 3rd Quarter 68 21 132 1 1sh
5. (C) VNSF Losses: I 1T v
CTZ CT2 A CTZ TOTAL
a., KIA -0 -2 - ~0 -3
b. WIA 3 15 10 ? 35
: c. MIA 0 0 o 0 0
: d. Quarterly comparison of VNSF
' casualtier country-wide, KIk WIA MIA TOTAL
Lth Quarter 47 7 26 2 35
1st Quarter 68 13 31 6 S0
2nd Quarter 68 7 32 2 ih]
3rd Quarter 68 9 35 0 Lk
6, (C) CIDr Losses
a, KIA 99 104 210 L8 Lé1
b, WIA 2ls Lh2 531 191 1409
c. MK 1 2 22 L 29
d. Quarterly comparison of CIDG
casualties country-wide 1(_1& WIA MIA TOTAL
‘ Lith Quartdr 67 b1 125 10k 1779
{ 1st Quarter 68 L30 W77 237 214
2nd Quarter 68 sL8 1668 58 2274
3rd Quarter 68 L61 1409 29 1899
7. (C) RF/PF Losses:
a. KIA <9 0 2 37 68
b WIA 162 0 1 102 266
cs MIA 1l 0 0 0 a
d. Quarterly comparison of RF/FF
casualties country-wids. KIA WIiA MIA TOTAL
Lth Quarter 67 136 371 28 S35
1st Quarter 68 221 il 105 150
2nd Quarter 68 107 200 307
3rd Quarter 68 68 265 1 334
8, (C) Weapons
a, Friendly Weapons Lost 51 70 95 32 218
b, Enemy Weapons Lost 179 397 273 226 1075
76

CONFIDENTIAL




oL LADNLEFLED

Security Classification

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA-R&D

. ,;‘/;f -t S ity clesailication of titte, body of abatract and indezing amolation must be ontered when the overall tepnet In tlllnl".d‘l
i V. DAIGINATING ACTIVITY (Cosmporale author) i8. REPORT SECURITY CLALSIFICATION
CONFIDENTIAL
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 . emour 4

3. REPORY YITLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne),
1st Special Forces, Period Ending 31 Oc¢tober 1968 (U)

4. DESCRIPTIVE NOTES (Type sf report and inclusive dates)
Experiences of unit engaged in counterinsurgency operations, 1 Aug - 31 Oct 68

8. AU THOR(S) (Firal neme, middie initiel, last name)

CO, Sth Special Forces Group (Aitborne), lst Special Forces

3. REPOAT DATE

15 Nov 68

7 TAL NO. OF PAGES 76, NO. OF REFS
“1 5%

. CONTRACT OR GRANT NO.

b. PROJECT NO.

N/A

9, OMIGINATOR'S HCPONT NUMAERIS)

684314

). OTHER REPORT NO(S) {Any other numbers (hetl mey be ssaigned
thie report)

10, DISTRIBUTION STATYEMENTY

1. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTLS

N/A

12. SPON3IORING MILITARY ACTIVITY

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

3. ABITR>"T

BTSN

H

137

0D /ov.1473

UNCLASSIFIED

Secunty Classification




