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CONFIDENTIAL

DFPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
IEADQUARTTRS 10TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO 96312

AVOTIAT 9 November 1966

SIBYeT:  Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1966, Report Control Symbol CSFOR-65 (U)

. Tee Metribution

“emifiennt Organization or nit Activities

7 AN
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. AR P “he 10th Combat Aviation Dattalion: To vnrovide
fvivrim Huppﬁrf, as directed by CO, 17th Combat Aviation Group, to
H% ¥orces, Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) and Free World
Military Assistance Forces (FWMAF ), in developing and maintaining

n effective conventional and counterinsurgency capability. To
exercise command and control over assigned and attached units as
directed by CO, 17th Combat Aviation Group (LOI, 17th Combat Aviation
Group, dated 2L September 1966),

B. ORGANIZ.\TION:. The 10th Combat ‘viation Battalion consists of
the following units as of 31 October 1906,

(1) Hcadquarters and Headquarters Company

256th Signal Detachment

279th Signal Detachment

296th Signal Detachment

238th Counter-Mortar Radar Detachment

Detachment, Company A, S0Lith Military Police Battalion
(2) lLbth Assault Helicopter Cempany (1Mi-1) (A)

390th Transportation Detachment (CHMM)
286th Medical Netachment

(1) 117th Ass2ult Helicopter Company (UH-1) (A)

140th Transnortation Detachment (CHIM)
11 th Medical NDetachment

MY 2cen fecaglt Heliconter Compary (UHSYl) ()

0t Trnsportation Detachment (CHM)

-t Medieal Devachment GROUP=Y
Dovmer wded oL 3 yenr bLrtorvelod
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(5) 2B81st Assault He iédbter Company (UH-1) (A)

LB3rd Transportation Detactment (CufM)
L99th 8ignal Detachment

(6) 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CHL47)
Lo3rd Transportation Detachment (PMAB)
C. (C) COMMAND RELATIONSHIP:

(1) LTC B. L, Harrison, Infantry, assumed command of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion during the previous reporting period (12 July
1966), LTC Henry J. Wilkins, Artillery, was assigned to the position of
Devuty Battalion Commander for Support on 13 September 1966, Major
Harry Mck, Roper Jr., CE, replaced LTC Frank R, Wilson, CE, as Deputy
Battalion Commander for Operations on 25 September 1966,

(2) Changes of command within major subordinate units during
this reporting period were:

(a) On 25 Scptember 1966, Major Jocl J, Williams, Infantry,
replaced Major Harry Mck Roper Jr,, CE, as Commanding Officer, ﬂBth
Assault Helicopter Company,

(b) On 25 October 1966, Major Kemneth L, Ketzler, Artillery,
replaced Major Harry J. Zellmer, Infantry, as Commanding Officer, 117th
Assault Helicopter Company,

(¢) On 26 October 1966, Major Ronald H, Merritt, CE, replaced
Major lLavere W, Bindrup, Armor, as Commanding Officer, 129th Assault
Helicopter Company,

D. (C) ORGANIZATYONAL CHANGES:

(1) On L September 1966, the 135th Aviation Company (CV-2), the
256th Transportation Netachment (ARC) and the 183rd Prconnaissance
hirplane Company (0-l) were reassigned from the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion to the 223rd Aviation Battalion, (17th Combat Aviation Group,
General Order number 32, dated 30 August 1966), There were no changes in
station involved, all units remained at Dong Ba Thin, RVN.

(2) 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-L7): On
17 October 1986, the main body of this unit arrived at Dong Ba Thin, RVN
from Fort Benning, Georgia, This unit was attached to the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion upon arrival with future command relations TBA (17th
Combat Aviation Group, letter of Instruction, SUBJECT: Stationing and
Employment of 180th Aviation Company (AMM), dated 8 October 1966 SECRET).,
The unit is commanded by LTC Thomas F, Perkins, Artillery (assumed command
on 2L March 1566), The company will stage at Dong Ba Thin and assume an
operational status as rapidly as possible, Once operatioral and on order
of the Commanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group, the unit will



displace to Tuy Hoa, RVN,
2, (C) 1Intelligence

A, The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion coordinates daily with all
other US and Free World Forces in the Dong Ba Thin area to gather and
evaluate intelligence information available,

B, In the forward area of operations the supported units provide
the battalion with copies of their Daily Intsum and a representative -
from the buttaiion attends the commanders briefing at the lst Brigade,
101st Airborne Division and the 1st Brigade, Lth Infantry Division,

C. An effective system for reporting enemy activities sighted by
crew-members was established during the previous quarter and continues
to be a valuable method of obtaining and reporting intelligence inform-
ation,

4

3. (C) Operations and Treining Activities
A, Plans:

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion remains in a field location
vieinity of Tuy Hoa with two assault helicopter compunies, reinforced
by four CH-47's frem the 177th Assault Support Helicopier Company (CH-L7)
and the command and control element from tha battalion headquarters to
provide general support to the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division during
OPERATION GERONIMO and 1lst Brigade, Lth Infantry Divisicn during OPERATION
ADAMS &nd to the ARVN units in the area, All elements continue to operate
with minimum essential equipment and remain prepared to move on order to
any area of operation as directed by CO, 17th Combat Aviation Group. The
117th Assault lelicopter Company remains in the vicinity of Pleiku re-
inforcing the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion in support of OPERATION
PAUL REVERE IV, The 281st Assault Helicopter Company with headquarters
in Nha Trang continues to provide direct support to S5th Special Forces
Group (Abn) and remains under operational control of the Sth Special
Forces Group (Abn), The 180th Assault Support Helicopter Companmy (CH-L7)
continues to train their personnel and will assume an operational status
as rapidly as possible commensurate with the receipt of their aircraft
and equipment.

B. Operationss

(1) Genersl: During this reporting period the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion was committed to support two majr> combat operations
(Operation JOHN PAUL JONES 21 July - 5 September and SEW.RD 6 Stptunber -
2 ict-ber, In addition, the battalion was requised to reinforce the 1lith
Combat Aviation Battalion and the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion., The
10th Combat Aviation Battalion provided support to the follewing units
during this reporting period: 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airbome Division,
1st Brigade, Lth Infantry Division, 9th ROK Infantry Division, the
Capital ROK Infantry Division, 2nd ROK Marine Brigade, Sth Special Forces
Group, 1/22 Infantry Battalion, 2nd Brigade, Lth Infantry Division, 1/8

3
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Infantry Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division, the US Third Marine Division
in the Dong 'la area, and IT Corps and Army Vietnam troops (ARVN), uf
significant note is that during the reporting period the 10th Combat .
Aviation Battalion conducred three battalion size night combat assaults, H
The three assault helicopter companies under the cperational control of
the 10th Battalion and the battalion comnind and control element have
remained in forward operations area during tie entire reporting pericd,
The 129th Assault Helicopter Company made a total of six moves during
this period, On 1 August the company moved from Pleiku to Tuy Hoa;
however, shortly after their arrival they were required to-return on

the same day to Pleiku because of major changes in the tactical situation
in that area, The movement of unit equipment by C-130 aircraft had al-
ready begun before the change of movement instructions were received and
it was 5 August before all their equipment could be reassembled in Pleiku,
On 8 August the company returned to Tuy Hoa with minimum equipment to
provide additional support to the lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
in operation JOHN PAUL JONES. The company remained at Tuy Hoa until 19
August when they returned to Pleiku to again reinforce the 52nd Combat
Aviation Battalion, The 129th then returned to Tuy Hoa on 11 September
to participate in operation SEWARD and moved with the batta_ion command
and control element, the 48th and 117th to vicinity of Phu Heip (Vagabond
Valley) on 25 September, The 117th Assault Helicorter Company moved from
Tuy Hoa to Pleiku on 16 October, The campany was alerted for movement

at 151600 hours October, The aircraft and crews departed Tuy Hoa at
161100 October and were operational at Pleiku 161330 hours October,

The unit equipment was palletized and began movement tv C-130 aircraft
161400 October, The entire company minus their 1L0th Transportation
Detachment werc assembled and operational at Pieiku within thirty six
hours of the receipt of the warning order to conduct the move, The

1Cth Transporation Detachment conducted a move from Tuy Hoa to Pleiku
via sealift and rocad march beginming on 20 October and closing at Pleiku
on 2L October,

(2) OPERATION JOHN PAUL JONES (21 July - 5 September 1966)

(a) The task organization of the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion during operation JOHN PAUL JONES was e&s follows:

1., Command and Control, Headquarters, 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion,

"~

. LBth Assault Helicopter Cempany (IH-1) (A)

. 117th Assault Helicopter Commany (IHal) (A)

15w

. 129th Assault Heliconter Company (I™H-1) (A) (8 Aug -
18 Aug)

. Detachment, Company B, 228th Assault Suprort
Helicopter Battalion (8 Aug - 30 Aug).

6., Detachment, 179th Assault Support Helicorter
Company (CH-47) (1 Sep - L Sep).




L 1. Pathfinder Detachment, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion

(b) 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's mission during operation
JOHN PAUL JONES was tos

1, Provide general support to 1lst Brigade, 10lst Ari-
borne Division, 2nd Republic of Korea Marine Brigade, and the L7th ARVN
Regiment,

2., Be prepared to mass aviaticn support as directed
by 0G, I FFORCEV,

(c) The operations and accomplishments of the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion and attached CH-47 flight dwring JOEN PAUL JONES are
reflected in the following statistics:

1,
UNIT TROOPS CARGO (TONS)  SORTIES TIME
L48th 17886 Lok.35 13138 3310.3
117th 1719 343,21 13111 3377.3
129th 2597 110,60 1855 sk3,2
B/228 1500 876.70 508 172,0
179th L81 143,7: 1l u1,6
Total 39,563 1,588.62 28,728 7,000
2, Combat Assault:
Us NON US
a. Platoon size Ig —3'—'
b, Company size 19 6
c. Battalion size 6 6

3. fmmunition expended

7.62rm  2,75"  LOmm  5.,56mm 50 Cal

1,094,778 7,658 180 180 730
.!i' Night Time:
a, LBth Assault Helicopter Company 183,3
b. 117th Assault Helicopter Company 158.9
¢. 129th Assault Heliconter Company -
d, B/228th Assault Support Helicopter Battalion o=

e. 179th Assault Support Helicopter Company

Total 3L6.,2

huo



2. Anti-Aircreft Fires

a, Number of aircraft receiving fire 36
b, Number of aircraft receiving hits 9
c. WIA 2
d. KL 0
e. VC KBAA 30

{4) Discussion of Operations

1. Duc to a critical shortage of aviators in the
assault helicorter companies, avistion support was reatricted. On large
operatione the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was reinforced by the 1l6lst
Ancault Helicopter Company to ensure an adequatc numbor of 1ift airermft
for the ground commander's tactical plan, The heavy burden of the support
during day to day activities was carried on by the reduced number of avistors,
most of whom flew in excess of 110 hours per month to mcet the tactical
and administrative requirements placed upcn them, As aircraft wer: ground-
cd for maintenance the crews changed to another flyable ajrcraft snd «-ntinuerd
their mission,

2. Due to the extonded arca of operation and daily
enemy contact, numerous gunship support micsinns were .« qired, Toward
the end of the operatior the number of gunships aveilable for missiors were
reduced due to engine changes and crew shorteges. On seversl occasinns 311
available gunships were committed for support of operations on an a1l Aay
basis, This restricted the battalinns ability to conduct immediate combat
assaults, Assaults had to be planned based on the return/refueling/rearme
ing of gunships which takes L5 minutes to 1 hour to accomplish, including
communications and rcturn flight time,

3. Throughout the operations 6 UH-1D's and 2 UH-1B's
were maintoined on a standby for movement of a quick reaction force, It
is felt that these aircraft should be used for other type missions tn
equally distribute the flying time of the other aircraft and maint2in
flexibility, At times this standby force amounted to about one-third
of the aircraft available for missicns and restricted the supnorted units
utilization of aircraft, We believe that in the event of = quick rezctinnm,
aircraft can be recalled, refueled and ready for the mission by the time
the troops are organjzed into airereft loads and the necemsary irformation
is available,

L. On numerous occasions the tattzlion was called
upon to insert the brigade long range reconnaissance patrols (LRPP), “n
many of the insertions; after approximat=ly 10 to 30 minutes on the grcund
the LRRP's called for extraction, Often the aircraft received enemy firc,
many receiving hits, during the extractions, Considering the sizable risks

sl el
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being talten by the LRRP personnel and the air erews, thers appears to
be an urgent need for developms:it of techniques and procedures to
capitalize on the contacts made by the LLiP's, Dumy extractions and

night aimmobile assaults are possibilities and they should be consider-
ed,

S. Operations in sand and dust have decreased
aircraft engine and rotor blade life, 1h» utilisation of pemiprime pads
has possibly helped prolong engine life, however there is insufficient
data available for valid inferences at this time, '

6. Planning for heavy cargo loads could have been
improved, The CH-L7's attached for the operstion spent many hours idly
sitting on the ground without missions only to be called upon late in the
day to conduct routine resupply missions that required them to fly in the
late evening hours and do post flight maintenance at night. Prior planning
and consclidation of missions would have alleviated this problem and
facilitated aircraft utilization and maintenance.

(e) Lessons Learned

1. During JOHN PAUL JONES the LBth Assault
Helicopter Ccipany (A) conducted several “Lightning Buy" missions, TI¢
was found tha* utiliging two starlight scopes, one on each side of the
aircraft to scen an area of operations prior to turning on the search
light enhanced surprise anc enabled the "lighning Bug" crew to pick up
more activity on the ground, All missions were coordinated with the gimund
commarder in whore area of operation the mission was to be flown and
personnel from the infentry unit accomplighed the scamning with the star-
1light scoves, This gave the "Lightning Bug® mission commander the ability
to fire on targets with a minimum of time lost during coordination,

2. Night treining was conducted by each of the
assault helicopter compznies ard was culrinated by a battalion sized
night trairing assault, None-illuminated trmining exercises were conduct-
ed followed by exsrcises using MK2L flares, The flares were dropped from
both C-li7 aircraft and orgamic UH-1D helicopters, The flares proved to
Ye very effective if continuous and to the rear of the flight sc as to
prevent glare and loss of night vision, This was better controlled while
using a UH-1D as a flare ship,

. On several ocoasions on extractions, stay behind
personnel vere left in the PZ's as reconnaissance elements, On one
occasion a stay behind force was inserted as an extrsction was taking
place., Twc men each on 18 ships were taken to a PZ vhere an infantry
company was being extracted, as the aircraft¢ landed the stay behind ferce
off loaded and the infantry company was exiracted in ong lift, thus provid-
ing » measure of secrecy to the insertion of the stay behind force.

(3) OPERATION SEWARD (6 September - 25 October 196()

(2) The task orgunisation of the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion during SEWARD was as follows:

7
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1., Command and Control element, Headquarters, 10th
Battalion,

2, LBth Assault Helicopter Company (VH-1) (A)

. 117th Assault Heldcopter Com (UH-1) (A)
(6 Sepember - 1% Octobe%) i

L, 129th Acvault Helicopter Company (UH-1) (A)
(31 September - 25 October) ’

5. Detachment, 179th Assault Support Helicopter

Company,
6. Pethfinder Detachment, 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion, '
(b) 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's mission during
SEw«RD was tos

1, Provi‘e general Support to 1st Brigade, 10lst
Airborne Division, 9th ROK Infantry Division, and the L7th ARVN Regiment.

2. Be prepared to mass aviation support as direct=

ed by 0G, I FFORCEV,

(c) The operations snd accomplishments of the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion and attached CH-L7 flight during operation
SEWARD arc reflected in the following statisticss

1. uNIT TROOPS CARGO (TONS)SORTIES TIME

LBth 1,28 509,09 10,07k  3043.16
129¢th 10,616 325.7 7,336 2081,78
179th L7786 620 273.L

5 19550, 73,862 T289.0L

2. Combat /sszaults:
- 1iS NON 1S

a, Flatoon size - 0
b, Gompany size 10 b
¢, Battalidn sizse 6 1

3. Extrecticnss
- &, Platoon sise . 10 0
20 1

b, Company eize

psdiisriR il N1
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b. Battalion sise 3 1
4. Amunition Expendeds

7.62m  2,75" LOm 5,56m 50Cal

992,260 3,311 7,295 100 250

5. Night Times:

a. 48th Assanlt Halicopter Campary (4)  150.2
b. 117th Assault Helicopter Campany (A) L7.7
ge 129%th assault Helicopter Company (A) 9¢2
d, 179th Assault Support Holicopter Campany  _ 1,3

“TOTAL 208.4
6. itnti-bireraft. Pires

8. Mumbor af alreraft wceciving fire 45

b. NMNumber of aireruoft receiving hits 19
co WIA 2
d. KIA 0
e. VC KBAA (BO) 29
"£. VC KBAA (EST) 86

(d) Discussion of Operation

1. The importance of release times cn aircraft assignod
utiiity and command and control missions proved to be an important factor
in unit maintenance prograws., Aiccraft. were scheduled for missions based
on ai. anticipated amount of flying time during the day. This was necessary
in order to accamplish schedulad maintenence, The aircraft continually
over flew the anticipated flight tims for a given day and arrived back in
the cuapany area aftur dark resulting in fewer aircraft available for the
following day. One hour cr even thirty mimtes of daylight maintenince is
worth several hours of maintenance purformed under reduced light cenditions,

2. Forward rcfuelirg and ammnition replenishing points
are considered recessary when units are operating a considerable distance
from the base heliport, Whon operating forward refueling points the import-
ance of proper fuel handling techriques must be emphasized., On severcl
occasions during SEWARD improper techniques were practiced resulting in
cunt.ominoted fuel, Fucl peracnnel should be riade aware of the importince
of cican dispensing equipment, Adequato space must also be provided for
aircrafi refualing. On ons cocasicn two aireraft meshad rot.or bladeo whilc

RYYSpYves. 0wy
CO.& Kb 006 .
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attempting to fuel at 'rg Q ks eongéét £ T AN was not conducive

to safe opemating practicesdue to the amount of truck traffic and art:llery
virtually surrounding the refueling point,

3. Unit commanders should insure that all personnel

are aware of the hazards created by lnose objects in and around landing
zones, On two occasions aircraft were damaged bv flying ponchos and mail
bags, But for good fortune, one of these incidents would have been a fatal
accident, It has been noted that ponchos and poncho liners are becoming
an ever increasing hazard, particularly when units’are supported from small
landing zones, Aircraft are in short supply and careless actions in and
around the landing zones can only lead to accidents and a reduced number of
aircraft to support a given unit, Landing zones should be 50 to 100 meters
away from troops living areas to guard apainst tent blow downs and flying

debris. In some ocases it may be necessary to move the landing zone away from

the troop concentration and provide security during the time the landing
zone 1is being used,

L. On occasions gunship crews and utility crews under
the control of ground commanders were not briefed on the current troop
dispositions and latest radio frequencies; incorrect information was some-
times provided, The amount of flight time lost by air crews attempting to
contast supported units was often excessive, In order to provide better
support and obtain maximum utilization of alrcraft, the air crews should
be thoroughly briefed on current troop dispostions and radio frequencies
when they arrive at the forward CP location. This is particularily true
when 2 unit has gunships at a forward location on standby,

. Normally, each committed battalion was provided with
at least one utility helicopter. The purpose of the eircraft wes to
provide the ground commander with an added amount of flexibility on re-
supply, admin and medical evacuation missions, The aircraft is under the
ground commanders control and is immediately responrsive to his needs. On
occasion medical evacuation requests were sent to the rear area requesting
an additional helicopter for medical evacuation when a utility helicopter
was available for the mission. The time spend briefing the crew and the
flight time to the evacuation site would be excessive and lead to an
unnecessary loss of life, Whenever possible medical evacuastion should be
acromplished with the utility aircraft rather than requesting additional
helicopters, which may have to be taken from other missions, It should
also be emphasiged that correct terminology should be used when requesting
medical evacuation, Missions were sometimes received requesting emergency

or urgent svacuation when a routine evacuation was desired, For an emergency

evacuation the first helicopter avialable is dispatched, and in some cases
it is diverted from another mission, If incorrect information is submitted
air crews will risk their lives and govermment equipment when such actions
are not required,

6. Due to the reduced number of aircreft available for
support, many unit® are now starting to use 3 to 6 helicopters for squad,
platoon, and sometimes company ®sise cambat 3ssaults, It must be pointed
out that with 6 aircraft on a combat assault a maximum of 36 combat troops
can be put on the ground at a given time, With the on coming of the monsoon
season there is a distinct possidility of aircraft being unable to provide

CONFI®» -
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follow up lifte and nxtractions, It is felt that maximum number of air-
craft shoulu be utilized for combat assaults to insure a certs'u amount of
staying power in a landing zone. These assaults must always be supnorted

Y by gunships, This can be accomplished by delaying unnecessary or less
important missions until after the assault,

« In order to expedite utility missions, supported
units should have slings avajlable and utilize them when the cargo is
bulky and suitable for slings, The sling reduces loading and unloading
time and enables a helicopter to perform more missions in less time, *

8. Ground personnel should be thoroughly briefed on
the hazards of firing from the door of the helicopte.' during extractions,
On occasion, personnel who were sitting well back in the helicopter have
fired at suspected targets on the ground. Ar abrupt turn of the heliconter
could lead to disastrous results, particularly when flying in formatior,

» It has been observed that some newly assigned personnel
from infantry units have a habit of taking off their load bearing equipment
and laying their weapons on the floor of the helicopter. When off loadirg
the confusion of picking up the proper equipment and unloading the helicopter
requires an unacceptable amount of ground time when conducting a combat
assault,

10. Yhen using gunships, the ground commander must be
aware of the location of all friendly elements and adequately mark them
and the target area prior to conducting a gunship strike, At the same
time, positive radio contact must be maintained with the suprorting gun-
ships and the commanders on the ground receiving the support,

11, Ground Commander should not take advantage of the
pilots eagerness to render full supnort, This can quickly lead to poor
utilization of aireraft. Missions should be consolidated when possible,
and sometimes delayed until a full load is available,

(4) Opcrations of the 281st Assault Helicopter Company (UH-1) (A)

(a) The 281st Assault Helicopter Company contimued to provide
airlift support to 5th Special Forces Group (Abn) ss its primary mission,
This support was manifested by continuous support to "C" Detachment and
Headquarters, 5th Special Forces Group, and periodic suppori to the !V 7V
Recondo School and B-52 (Special Operetions).

(b) The company remains under the operational control of
the Sth Special Forces Group (Abn),

(c¢) Aircraft from the company are located throughout the area
of I, II, III, and IV Corps tactical sures in suall detachments.

(d) Operations - During the reporting period the 28lst

Assault Heliropter Company provided an average of five UH-1D trooplift
helicopters and three UH=1B (SLO) armed helicopters to support B-52
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in long range reconnaissance patml operations during the periods 8
August thru 23 August, 2 August thru 5 September, and 25 September
thru L October 1966, Summaries of these operations are listed below,
A fourth operation commenced on 1l October 1966 in the vicinity of
Khe Sanh for a thirty day period. The results of that operation will
be included in the next quarterly report.

g
¢

1. Song Be (B8 August - 23 August 1966)

a8, Army aviation support was provided by the 281st
Assault Helicopter Company (-), Maximum personnel and equipment committed
in direct support of the operation at one time was fou~teen (1hi) officers
(pilots), forty-two (42) enlisted personnel, six (6) trooplift helicopters
and three (3) armed helicopters, The following tasks were accomplished
by the Army Aviation element during the operation:

(1) Totel flying hours 228,k
(2) Tasks flown 2L5.0
(3) Sorties flown L3L.0
(L) Troops lifted 1450,0
(5) Cargo (tins) 28,1 tons

(6) Recon teams, infiltrated &
extracted 9

(7) Recondo teams, infiltrated
& extracted 3

b. During the operation, seven (7) recon teams
were extracted under emergency conditions after having been sighted or
fixed upon by enemy personnel, Four (L) of these extractions vere under
direct fire from the enemy within or near the LZ. A totsl of eighteen
(18) team members were extrected by the PeGuire Rig (rope slings%.

c. A total of five (5) helicopters (four (k)
armed and one (1) trooplift) were hit by eremy fire, Of these, one
trooplift helicopter was lost due to enemy fire in the LZ, The otter
daraged helicopters were atle to return to tke F, C, B., .

d. Aviation Casualtics:

(1) KIA: None
(2) MIA: None
(3) WiA: Tvo (2)
e. Discussion: The shortage of aviators within

the 281st Assault Helicopter Comapny and priorities sf aviation support
to other Special Poroer activitioa precluded suprorting the Project
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Delta operations with more than seven (7) helicopter crews, Although
the operati.n was accomplished with these crews, nine (9) helicopter
crews are desirable and provide a more safe and flexible operation,
The reduction in support dictated the simultaneous infiltration of
only two teams whereas the infiltration of three teams simultaneously
had been planned and was desired,

action token: Prcjcet Delta Operaticns wre
b«.lng considered for a higher pricrity that would provide for a uinhm of
nine helicopters to support these operations.

f. Discussion: Local security at the FOB was
marginal, The heliccpters presented a very desirsble target to the enemy
and were particularly vulnerable to small arms and mortar fire, The LLDB
in support of Project Delta did furnish walking guards in the area, how-
ever, it was felt necessary to increcase “he security of the heliconters
by having one crew member awake at all times, This increased the defensive
reaction capability of the helicooters, On one occasicn the helicopters
were evacuated to another airfield at night due to the threat of attack,
By keeping one crew member awake there was a marked decrease in crew
efficiency,

- Action Taken: Sufficient personnel will be
cormitted to establish a defensive perimeter at a distance from the FOB
great enough to prevent helicopt.er vulnerability to small arms fire, This
matter has been dlscus,b\,d with the 5th Special Forces Group,

& Diacuasion- Duringtho Jperation, eighteen team. -
members were extracted from the jungle by the McGuire Rig (rope slings) due
to their not being able to reach or locate suitable pick-up zones, Although
the missions were accomplished utilizing the McOuire Rig, extractions with
this equipment is undesireable due to the fact that it greatly increases
the exposure and vulnerability of the aireraft and team members to enemy
fire, In the event the helicopter had an engine failure while using the
McGuire Rig the probability of loss of all personnel in near 100%, Plug-
in type hoists have been approved for issue to the 281st Assault Helicopter
Company for this purnose but have nct been received a% this time,

Action taken: Action is being taken to expedite
the issue of plug-in hoists to the 281st Assault Helicopter Company.

h. During the operation, four (L) teams were

extracted under direct fire from the enemy in or near the LZ, Two (2)

of these extractions were made during weather conditions that prohibited

the use of Air Force tactical air support, The only fire support avail-

able during these extrections was the amed helicopters of the 281st

AMHC in support of the operation, plus on one occasion, two armed heliccpters
were borrowed from the lst Infantry Divisicn, The fact that armmed helicopters
were available and could react instantly and during sxtremely merginal
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weather conditions, pevmitted the recovery of these teams which might

have otherwise been annihilated, Suggest the nearest aviaticr 'mit

provide a light fire team (two (2) amred helicopters) to Delta on 37

minute notice. JH

2, Tay Ninh (24 August - 5 September 1966)

a., Amy Aviation support was provided by the 281st
Assault Helicopter Company (-), Maximum personnel and equipment commite
ted in direct support of the operation at one time was 1l officers (pilots)
and LO enlisted personnel, 5 trooplift helicopters, and 3 armed heliconters,
The following tasks were accomplished by the 28lst Assault Helicopter
Company during the operation:

(1) Total flyiny hours 257.7
(2) Tasks flown 223.0
(3) Sorties flown 452,0
(L) Troops liftud 517.0
(8) Cargo (tons) 31,2
(6) Recon teams, infiltrated &

T extiacted 8

(7) Recondo teams, infiltreted
& extracted S

b. During the operation all recon teams and L
recondo teams were extracted under emergency conditions, Twelve (12)
of these extractions were under direct fire from the enemy within or
near the LZ, A total of seven (7) team members were oxtracted by
McGuire Rig (rope slinr<) and one by rope ladder,

6. A total of five (5) helicopters (3 armed and
2 trooplift) were hit by enemy fire, Of these one trooplift helicooter
was demaged by a haond grenade, All damsged aircraft were able to return
to the FOB,
d. Aviation Casualties:
(1) KIAs MNone
(g_) M i: None
(3) “IA: One (hand grenade)
_. Discussint ouring th. cpersticn, sovun toam

ieibor. weru extractod frau the Junzle by the reGuire Rig (ro po sling)
duc to thuir not being able tu reach cr lucaticen a suitable pick-up zone.
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Although the missions were accomplished utilising the McGuire Rig,
extractions with this equipment is undesireable due to the fact that
it greatly increases the exposure and vulnerability of the aireraft
and team members to enemy fire, In the event the helicopter had an
engine failure while using the McGuire Rig the probability of loss of
all personnel is near 100%, Plug-in type hoists have been approved for
issue to the 281st Assault Helicopter Company for this purpose but have
not been received at this time,

Action takent Action is being taken to
expedite the issue of piug=-in hoists to the 281st Assault Helicovpter
Company,

3. Tay Ninn (25 Sepiember - L October 1966)

a, Amy Aviation supporit was provided by the 281st
Assault Helicopter Company. Maximum personnel and equipment committed
in support of tho eporetion at one time was 1l officers (pilot), and
36 enlisted personnel, 6 trooplift helicopters, and L armed helicopters,
The following tasks were accomplished by the 26131’. Assault Helicopter
Company during the operation,

(1) Total flying hours 180
(2) Taske 172
(3) Sorties flown ' 503
(L) Troops 1lifted 526
(58) Cargo (tons) 20,9
(6) Recon teams infiltrated &

T exfiltrated L

b, During the operation, two recon teams were
exfiltrated under emergency conditions,

¢. The 281st Assault Helicooter Company :-) supnort-
ed two Ranger operations with maximum effort.

d. Aviation Casualties
(1) KIA: None
(2) WIA: Nonme
(3) MIA: None
e, Discussion: On two occasions, poorly selected

landing zones were celected by the recon teams for exfiltration. At the
time, no amoxrgency existed and it I8 felt thet adequate tLime woe avialable

CONFIDENTIA L
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to select more sujtable landing sones in or very near the vicinity of
the exiilt: tion,
A
f. Action taken: The recon teams have been re=-
briefed on selection of and requirements for landing rzones,

!x_. Khe Sanh (1l October - Present)

28, This operation is still in pregress and will be
covered in next report.

(5) Oporations of the 180th nssault Support Helicopter
Company (CH-LT).

I 8, This company wae attached to the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion upon arrival in the Republic of Vietnam,

b, The movement ¢ the 130th Assault Suprort
Helicopter Company began on 22 August 1966 with the shipment of the
unit's TOE equipment and other non-minimum-essential cquipment aboard
the USS linfield Victory from Charlestown S.C,,

¢. The unit's advance party, consisting of two

officers, departed Travis AFB, California on 2 October 1966 vis military
charter aireraft and arrived in the Republic of Vietnam on L October
1966, The advance party was met by the lst Aviation Brigade S-3 and
briefed on the unit's assignment to the 17thx Aviation Group (Headquarters,
1st Aviation Brigade, General Order 770, dated 1 November 1966)., The
" party was then flown to Headquarters, 17th Aviation Group at Nha Treng

via CV=2 aircraft where they were met by the Oroup Commander, The Group
Commander briefed the party on the 17th Aviation Group's role and made
the decision to attach the 180th Aviation Company to the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion for staging thru the hase camp at Nong Ba Thin, and
for the ultimate movement of the unit, after staging, to Tuy Hoa, On §
October 1966, the advance party was picked up by the S-3, 10th Combat
Aviation Battslion and flown to Dong Ba Thin, where preparations were
begun Lo receive the unit's main body,

d. The unit's TOE aircraft, with an escort of five
officers, and twenty six enlisted mon departed Alameda MAS, Califoinia,
on 3 October 1966, aboard the USNS Breton, The ship has not arrived in
country as of this date due to maintenance problems, Latest information
indicated the ship will arrive at Vung Tau on or about 9 November 1966,

¢. The main body, consisting of twenty five cfficers
and one hundred seventy eight enlisted men, accompanied by 75,000 pounds
of minimum essential equipment, departed Warner-Robbins AFB, Georgia,
via C-130 sireraft on 1L October thru 16 October 1966, The first aircraft
arrived at Nha Trang on 17 Octoter 1966 and the passeigers and cargo were
transported to Dong Bs Thin wvie C-130 aircraft or the same date, The ree
¥ maining airersft arrived at Cam Ranh AFB at irrogular intervals, with the
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last aireraft arriving 22 October 1966,

f. On arrival in country, the personnel were met
by the advance party and moved to a billeting area at Dong Ba Thin which
had been established by members of the 129th Assault Helicopter Company,
host unit, and Headquarters Company, 10th Combat Aviation Battalion., An
in-country briefing was conducted on 20 October, in-processing was started
for all perscnnel, Processing was completed for all availadble personncl
on 22 October 1966,

g. On 25 October 1966, an inecrmtry flight train-
ing program fcr crew-members was initisted, Eleven officers and nine
enlisted men Were sent to the First Cavalry Division for training and six
officers and eleven enlisted men were sent to the 179th Assault Helicopter
Company for training., To date, twenty officers and twenty enlisted crew-
members have received training under actual combat flying conditions,

h, On 28 October 1966, the USS Linfield Victory
arrived at Cam Renh Bay. Off loading of unit equipment commenced on
31 October 1966 and was completed on 2 November 1966, Equipment was
transported from Cam Ranh Bay to Dong Ba Thin via swrface transportation,
(6) Other Combat/Combat Support Operations

a, The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion was committed
everyday of the reportIng period to combat operations,

b. In addition Lo the major tactical operation
listed above, elements of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion supported the
following operations:

(1) PATL nsvm: II (1 August = 7 August 1966)

(l) 129th Assault Helicopter Comaany was
positioned at Pieiku to rcir.!‘om the 52nd Conbat Av:lation Battalion,

(g) Statistical Highlights:

AA, Combat Assaults o L
BB, Sorties 1379

) 8C. Treops ftcd ' 1518
DD, €argo (tons) 92,0
EE, Hours flown L7k

(?_) PAUL PEVERE II & III (20 August - 11 September)

: (a) The 129th Asssult Helicopter Company
was positioned in the vicinity of Pleiku tc reinforoe the S2nd Combat

- CONFIDENTIAL
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(9_) Statistical Highlights:

AA, Combat Assaulte 9 18
BE, Sorties 3353
%, Troops lifted L1678
DD, Cargo (tons) 2Ll
EE, Hours 1490

(3) Omega (10 September - 21 Septembder)

(a) Elements of the 129th Assault Helicopter
Company were located at: Nha Trang to support the 5th Special Forces Group (Abn),

(b) Statistical Highlights:

AA, Combat Assaults 27

BB, Sorties 286

CC., Troops lifted 200 115
3Ll ARVN

DD, Cargo (tons) 1,0

EE, Hours flown 182

(L) Thayer (12 September - 18 September)

(a) The 117th Assault Helicopter Company
reinforced the 1st Cavalry PivisIon 4n the vicinity of Bong Son

() Statistical dighlights:

AA, Combat Assault €
BB, Sorties 575
CC. Tmops lifted N 1198
DD, Carge (tons) 23,6
Ef, HRours flown 202.2

(5) HAC HO L9 (23 Septembor 1966)

(a) The L8th Assault Heliconter Company
reinforced the lith Combat AviatTon Battalion in the vicinity of Phu Tai,

CONFIDENTI*"
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(b) Statistioal Highlighte:

AA, Conbat Assaults 1
BB, Sorties 12
CC. Troops lifted 376 ROK
DD. Cargo (tons) 8
EE, Hours flown 1.7

(6) HAC HO L9 (2L September - 26 September 1966)

(a) The 117th Assault Helicopter Company
re:inforocd the lhith Combat AvistIon Bzitalion in the vicinity of Phu Tai,

(b) Statisticsl Highlights:

AA, Combat Assaults 2
BB, Sorties 156

CC. Troops lifted 258 RCY
YD, Cargo (tous) 1.7
EE, Hours ~ h2.7

(7' HAC HO L9 (28 September 1966)

(a) The LBth Assault Helicopter Company
reinforced the 1ith Combat AviatIon Battalion in the vicinity of Phu Tai.

{b) Statistical Highlights:

AA, Combat Assaulis 1

BB, Sorties 188
CC, Troops lifted 313 ROX
DD, fargo (tons) 3.2
FE. Hours 29,7

(8) DUEL KUK HA (2 October 1966)

(a) The LBth Assault Helicopter Cospeny
roinfuroced the i1kth Oumbet AviatIon Battalion in the vicinity of Phu Tai,

(d) Statistios)l Highlights:

CONPBIDENTI "
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AA, Combat Assaults 1

BB, Sorties o
CC, Troops lifted 514 ROK
N, Cargo (tons) 12.5
EE, Hours L6,k

(9) DUEL KUK HWA (L October 1966)

(3) The 117th Assault Helicopter Comnany
reinforced the 1Lth Combat Aviation Battalion in the vicinity of Phu Tai,

() Statistical Highlightst

AA, Combat Assaults 0
BB, Sorties 12
CC, Troops lifted Lo
DD, Cargo (tons) 2.6
EE, Hours Sl

(10) PAUL REVERE IV (16 October to present)

(a) The 117th Assault Helicopter Company
was positioned in the vicinity of Pleiku reinforcing the 52nd Combat Aviation
Bﬂttaliono

(b) Statistical Highlights: (16 October
thru 31 October)

AA, Combat Assaults 8
BB, Sorties 2591
CC, Troops lift-? 1770
DN, Carge (tons) 174.3
EE. Hours 726.8

(11) At 071400 October the two standby gunships
at Dong Ba Thin were commitfed to provide fire supvort to a Vietnamese
R.,F. Company, The WC had torm up 30 meters of railroad track, The R,F.
company was pinned down by fire from the west ridge line, One gunship
had mude several firing runs at the direction of the ground forees and it
bad expended all its aimunition, it was returning for rearmament,as’ the
remaining helicopter took up the fire support, On its first firing run
it received enemy fire and did not oomplete ite twx crashing into the hill,
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There were 4 crew members killed, There were L VC KIA by body count,

. (12) The following is a summary of the statistical
highlignts of the helicopter accomplishments of the 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion during the reporting period -

(a) Statistical Highlights (1 August - 31
October 1966) - ghte (1 Augus

AA, Combat Assaults . 182
BB, Sorties 62,061
CC. Troops lifted 88,091
DD, Cargo (tons) - 2,877.69
EE, Hours 22,011
FF, Night time 5L9.30
GG, Number of aireraft receiving

enemy fire 151
HH, Number of aircraft hit 39
II, WIA 6
JJ. KIA -~ L
KK, VC KBAA (BC) 63
LL, VC KBAA (EST) 86

MM, Non hostile losses (aircraft
accidents [

C. TRAINING

(1) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has conducted various
training activities in conjunction with combat operations, The subjects
stressed most have been those which were required to improve or sustain
the individual and unit proficiency in combat operations, Listed telow
are the main subjects covered;

(a) Assault Force Battle Drill, This training was conduct-
ed for the infantry battalions of the lat Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division,
1st Brigade, Lth Infantry Division, 28th ROK Regiment, 9th ROK Division
and personnel from the L7th ARVN Regiment. The training included methods
of loading and off loading personrcl from troop carrying helicopters,
safety precautions required when operating with helicopters, standard
seating configuration, aircraft marking and idertification and troop
ladder procedures and techniques, Practical work was part of the train-
ing whenever possible and practical.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(b) Night Training, The battalion conducted extensive
individu-l and unit night training throughout the reporting period, 4
total of 296 flying hours were devoted to night training during the
quarter, All unit training was coordins‘ed with the infantry units Y
in the area of intended operations so that the selected landing zones
could be tied in with the ground commander's tactical plan, Landings
were made into landing zones selected or approved by the infantry
comanders with the intent of deceiving the enemy into believing that
actual combat assault had been made, The training included conduct-
ing both illuminated and non-illuminated night assaults, The use of
the battalions Pathfinder Detachment was incorporated by having the team
employed into unsecure areas with the mission of providing lighting
on the landing zones, It is believed that this training paid huge
dividents when on the last night of this reporting period the 1Nth
Combat Aviation Battalion helilifted the 2/327th Infantry Battalion,
1st Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division in a non-illuminated night combat
assault into two separate landing zones (see inclosure 1 OPORD 25-66).
The day following this operation the following message was received
from Brigadier General Willard Pearson, Commanding General, lst Brigade,
10lst Airborme Division: "I heartily commend the 10th Aviation Battalion
for its sterling performance in the Battalion Airmobile Assault last
evening, It was truly a professional job,"

(¢) Basic instrument training for all aviators zssigned
to the battalion, This trairing program was initiated on 29 August
with the objective to attain and maintain a proficiency on basic
instruments by non-instrument rated rotory wing helicop’ :r aviators
vwhich will enable them to control the heliccpter by reference to
instruments during inadvertent entry into conditions of reduced visibility
and/or visual loss of the actual horizon as a reference, The training
program is outlined in 10th Combat Aviation Battalion, training circular
1.3, dated 2L August 1966, Since the initiation cf this program a total
112 flying hours have been devoted to this training by the assault
helicopter companies,

(@) First aid training for crew members, To insure
that all crew members are profielent in administering first aid to
injured or wouinded personnel a training program of refresher train-
ing was presented by the Flight Surgeons assigned to the battalion,
A minimum of two hours of instruction were given to all crew members,
This training will be repeated every quarter to insure that all personnel
receive the training and remain proficient,

(e) Individual weapons training. During the reporting
period all assigned and attached personnel were required to fire their
weapons for familiarization. This training was conducted in the
location that the individusl units were located at the time, In addition,
all newly assigned personnel are now recaiving this training prior to
being sent to the forward area,

(£) Standardization Training, A formal course of

instructions was prepared and given by the president of 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion Standardization Board, All current instructor
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pilots were required to attend the course of instruction., The lst
Aviation Brigades Operations Manual was used as the basis for instruct-
ions for the airmobile operational techniques and procedures. The TSARV
check list and the USARV Aircralt Standardization Handbook were used

for flight procedure instructions, A total of 18 personnel attend-

ed this training including the Battalion S-3 and the Battalion Standard-
ization Officer, The 17th Combat Aviation Group Standardization Officer
was invited but was unable to attend because of other committments at

the time, Great emphasis is being placed on the subject of standardization
and training at the unit level will continue, 3

(g) Pathfinder Training., An extensive OJT training
program was required as a result of the loss of the majority of the
enlisted members from the team witho-t replacements being assigned,
Well qualified personnel in the battalion were selected for this
training, A total of 43 hours of instrictions wa- given to one
officer and eleven enlisted members of the detaclment, At the close
of the quarter three members of the team qualified for the temporary
Pathfinders Badge, and one enlisted member qualified for the purmancnt
award of the Badge, Orders have been requested on the above individuals,
In addition to the formal training each member of the team has been
given extensive practical experience, The Detachment supported the
night combat assault conducted on 31 October 1966 and did a truly
professional job,

D, Chemical: Nonc
E., Psywar: Ncne

F. Other: Suppcrt, of the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols,.
During the reporting period units of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion
have provided the helicopter support for long range reconnaissance
patrols, Inclosure 2 of this report i8 a discussion of the techniques
and procedures develcped to accomplish these missions,

Lo LmI:DTICS:
a, Base Camp Activities:

(1) During the quarter, the battalirn was
involved in many projects to improve the facilities at Dong Ba Thin
and the base development plan was upgraded to keep up with numerous
changes, This was done with a minimum of personnel because the majority
of the battalion was committed to combat operations.

(2) De ailed planning and most construct-
ion has been completed at the Dong Ba Thin military complex to provide
facilities for the following unitas

(a) Combat aviation battalion cemposed

of three assault helicopter companies (UH-l) (A) and one assanlt support
helicopter company (CH-L7).
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One reconnaissance aviation

One aviation company (fixed wing) 24
One engincer battalion (construct-

One engineer group headquarters

One transportation A/C maintenance

One transportation A/C maintenance

(v)
company ,0-1).

(c)

(d)
ion) reinforced with one company,

(e)
anc headquarters company (construction),

(£)
company (direct support)

(g)
company (general support)

(h)

One security company

(3) Initial planning phase has begun to

provide facilities tor the following
(a)
(®)
(c)
(d)

(e)
(light)

(£)
(g)
(h)
(1)

acres reserved)

(1)

Cormand Sites,

(k)

additicnal units:

One infantry brigade (separate)
One artillery battalion (105)
One engineer battalion (combat)
One air calvery squadron

Two aviation companies (amtulance)

US Air Force Team (FAC)
One engineer company (combet)
One engineer company (water supply)

One hospital (unknown size = 25
Two US Amy Strategic Communications

Numercus detschments for support,

(L) The Transportation Company (Aircraft
Depot Supnly) will not be coming to Dong Ba Thin, 4 small depct section
is presently operating at Dong Bc Thi* for a 50 day perind, The CV=2
Comnany will go under operational conzrol of the iir Force on 1 Jan 67
and it is assumed that they will be relocated somctime after that date,

CONFIDENTIAL



C ONFIDENT.AL

All und ts presently located at Dong Ba Thin are continually improving
their areas on a "self help basis,"

(5) There have been several requirements
this quarter for the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion to stage units
at Dong Ba Thin for a short time, Temporary living areas used by
units at Dong Ba Thin before they moved into their permenant areas
were renovated and utilized for this purpose., The units were in
comfortable living areas with all the conveniences enjoyed by the:
other units on the post., .

(6) Forecasted . troop sirength for the
complex is 8,100 officers and enlisted men by December 1967,

(7) As of 20 October 1966, the responsibility
for base development planning at Dong Ba Thin was tranaferred from the
10th Combat Aviation Battalion to the 34th General Support Group, The
Commanding Officer of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is still the

Installation Coordinator of Dong Ba Thin and has all the other responsibilit-

ies associated with this duty.

(8) The supporting construction unit is the
577 Engineer Battalion (Construction), a subordinate unit of the LSth
Engineer Group (Construction). PBecause of the high water table and the
low swamp land, the major portion of the engineering effort has becn
required to provide fill and sand over the entire area. At least three .
to six feet of fill is required to provide a suitable base for vertical
construction or hard stand,

To accomplish this fill, the 577th
“ngineer Battalion had one platoon of the 513th Dump Truck Company (2L
dump trucks attached). However, during the quarter, most of the dump
trucks have been committed elsewhere, Only eight dump trucks were left
at Dong Ba Thin and these were committed to road maintenance of highway
#1 and were operated out of Nha Trang.

A dredge (Dredge Bess) was brought
into Dong Ba Thin to help with the required fi11l, Numerous problems
were encountered in the operation of the dredge and it was finally
sent back after only 65 dredge hours of operation during this past
quarter,

(9) The 577th Engineer Battalion (Construct-
ion) is composed of two line companies, one maintenance company and one
combat engineer company minus equipment that just arrived on 1 October
1966, Ten of the 2 dump trucks attached with the 513th Dump Truck
Company are committed at Tuy Hoa and six are in field maintenance,

The 577th Engineers work around the
clock and have many other projects besides Dong Ba Thin which normally
have priority. This past quarter they have planned and constructcd
(or are constructing):

(a) A replacement area depot on Cam
Ranh Peninsula to include a L,000 man area.complex,
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(b) A ROK Army Regimeatal Area

(c) A ROK Army Hospital in Nha Trang, 2{

(d) A 300 man PA and E Cantonment area
on Cam Ranh Peninsula,

(e) Maintenanee of approximately 30
miles of Highway #1,

(f) Normal combat support missions,
which have first priority,

Construction of Dong Ba Thin normally
has had a lower priority than other projects which have required most
of the resources of the 577 Engineer Battalion,

(10) A great deal of construction has been
accorplished at Dong Ba Thin by the various units on a "self help" basis
with engineer supervision, Two complete contonement areas have been
built to "standard four" construction, Other units have converted
temporary quarters to "standard fowr” construction, Many culverts have
been installed as well as wash racks, giease traps, additional shower
facilities, bunkers and numerocus beautification and soil conservation
projects,

(11) As of 31 October 1966,
problems exist at Dong Ba Thin,

(a) The 10th Comtat Aviation Battalion
has to furnish almost all of the personnel required to staff and operate
the various post details associated with installation activities, This
additional burden detracts the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion from carrye
ing out its primary mission of combat support,

A TD has been proposed by %he
Battalion to the Cam Ranh Bay Support Command to make Dong Ba Thin
a sub dmstallation to the Cam Ranh Bay Suprort Command Sub Area, Mcny
of the staff positions now required at Dong Ba Thin could become the
responsibility of and monitored by Cam Ranh Bay Suprort Command Sub
Arca, Thc proposed TD includes a small staff to run the Dong Ba Thin
complex and administer general housekecping of the complex,
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(t) The potable water scurce at Dong
Ba Thin is inadequate to meet the Increasing personnel atrength, Test
wells were drilled this past quarter to locate a potabl® source with
negative results,

(c) A dredge or dump trucks are
urgently needed at Dong Ba Thin to provide a three (3) to six (6) feet
of fill for operational and contonement area, Future expansion of
facilities on this complex is dependent upon this £ill and at the present,
no more construction can be done without additional fill.

b, Aireraft Maintenance
(1) The following statistics reflecting

maintenance and availability during the reported period have been compiled
from applicable DA Forms 1352:

A/C AVAIL
UNIT TYPE A/C ASSG ABLE ¢ EDP ¢ EDM HOURS FLOWN
L8th AHC UH-1B 8 81.2% 8,0% 10,84 1184
UH-1D 22 83.0% S.ug 11,68 5156
TOTAL 82,5% 6.1% 1.k%  63L0
117th AHC UH-1B 8 86,9% 2.9% 10,2% 980
UH-1D 18 84.7% 4.0% 1,38 L91?
TOTAL 85.L4% 3.6% 11,08 5897
129th AHC TH-1B 7 77.0¢8 12,7% 10.3% 900
TH-1D 21 79.7% 9.1% 11,22 L4693
TOTAL 79.08  10.1% 10,9% 5593
281at AHC (SLO) VH-1B 9 82.9% 7.4% 9.7% 892
UH-1D 16 86.1% 3.7% 8.2¢ 3174
TOTAL 86,3¢% 5.0% 8.7%  Lo066
TOTAL AHC
ASSG 10th CBT 83.1% 6.3% 10,68 21896
AVN BN
HHC, 10th CBT  UH-1B 59.28  29.2% 11,6% 115
AVN BN U-6A 90,6% 1,3% 7.9% 162
TOTAL 277
135th Avn Co (V-2 81.1% 0.0% 18,9¢ 1203
AMFW
183rd Ren =~ 0~1E 79.0% 9.0% 12,08 1792
Apl Co

TOTAL FLYING HRS 26168
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(2) On h Sep 66 the 183d Reconnaissance:
Airplane Company and the L35th Avn Co AMFW were transferred from the 10th
Cbt Avn Bn to the 223d Cbt Avn Bn,

(3) The major problems effecting aire
craft avaiiibility is the lack of cnsc.lcal main components in the supply
system, Thc high life expectsncy items such as cngines, rotor blades, and
main rotor hubs are being replaced at less “han half TBO time, The primary
cause for this problem can be coniributed to errosion from sand and dust,
The use of suppressive agents for dust and blowing sand in base areas' has
been of substantial benefit.

(L) During this reporting period the
following major components have been Teplaced: 20 engines, 9L main rotor
blades, 16 main rotor hubs, 111 tail rotor blades, 19 tail rotor hubs, 3
t~il booms, 3 transmissions,

(5) The average engine life has im- /
proved since aircraft have been equipped with barrier filter kits but are

still obtaining eniy an average of 550 hours per engine compared to 1100
hours TBO time, Main rotor blades are lasting an average of LOO hours
corpared to 2500 hours life expectancy,

(6) The 1LOth Transpertation Detachment
was moved from Tuy Hoa to Pleiku in October 1966, The move required overs
land transportation to Vung Ro Bay, surface transnortation by LST to Quin
Nhon and overland transportation from Quin Nhon to Pleiku. The detachment
spent three days in prep:ration for the move after firishing the work on
hand, Some time was lost in preparation tecause no fim date for the meve
was available until the day prior to the move. The move took thres days,
The first day was spent moving to Vung Ro Bay, loading the LST and traveling
to Quin Nhon, The LST docked at 1hOO hours on the second day, The convoy
departed Quin Nhon on the third day at U900 and arrived at Pleiku at 1830
hours. The unit requirsd two days to set up operations and was only partially
operational for the first 2k days after setting up because they lacked eri-
tical items that were on a stake &nd nlatform that hacd broken down a short
distence fran Ouin Nhon. Thu tradkam was not repla¢ed ond the détachment
had to send a tractor back to Quin Nhon to rutrlwe the troiler, The unit
was ncn p_oductin for-the first 2} deys .f _perction in Pleiku,

¢c. Flight Safety
(1) The follcwing 4s o review of the air=-

craft accidents and combat lcsses of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion during
the period 1 August = 31 October 1966,

R EN ot

Incident 3 1 L
Major Accidents S 1 6
Combat Loss 3 0 3
Forced Landings O 0 0
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(2) The following is a brief summary of
each of the 3 combat losses,

(2) 21 August 1966 - A UH-1D was
on final approach to & unsecure pickup zonec when it was raked by automatic v
weapons fire, The hydraulic system failed followed by anti-torque failure,
The aircraft struck the ground and was totally destroyed, Al. personnel
vwere uninjured and evacuated safely,

(b) On 7 October a UH-1B was on a
firing pass to a VC position when it went out of control and crashed killing
all L crew members, During the investigation it was deduced that the pilot
was hit by ground fire and the co-pilot was unable to regain control prior
to the crash, This finding was verified by bullet holes in the structure
and in the pilots windshield,

(c) On 29 October 2 UH-1D was
hovering over the jungle canopy discharging cargo when it was struck by auto=
matic weapons fire, The crew saw smoke and the aircraft attitude changed
drastically indicating control damage, The pilot managed to fly the air- -
eraft for 5 miles to a cleared area and landed., The fire had continued to
burn and the aircraft was totally destroyed by it., The croew was rescued
in 10 minutes without injury,

(3) The following is a brief sumnary of
each of the 6 major accidents,

(a) On 1 Aupnst a UH-1 was sling A
loading a main rotor blade, The blade oscillated into the main rotor blades
causing the nireraft to crash killing all four crew members,

(b) On 6 August a VH-1 was flyiny
low and during a turn tc base leg the roter blades struck the water, The
aircraft was totally destroyed., The crew wes rescued by fishermen, No
injurics,

(c) On 13 Aupust an Ol-E became
trapped in a blind canyon and was wnable to climb out, It crashed into
trees, The crevw esceved uninjured,

(d) On 25 September & UH-1 tork off
into instrument ccnditionsjand crashed during the take »ff and the aircraft
was totally destroyed, Twd crew membcrs were killed,

(e) On 25 October a UH-1 flew intc
urnarked wires near a helipad, Thc aircraft was totally destroyed, There
vwere no injuries,

(f) On 29 October a Vil-1 was on

take off when a stump was struck by the right skid, The aircraft tipped
over and was totally destroyed., There were no injuries,
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(4) An analysis of the losses suffered
during this period shows that the -ccidents occurring during administrative
flight are more ¢f the "Bonehead" type than thoce suffered during actual
combat operations, It is felt that during assaults the aviators are "keyed
up", fly under more control and supervision and do the mission in a pro=
fessional manner, It is the man flying the resupply mission in a single
ship that tends to become complacent and casual in his proceedures that
causes these embarassing accidents, Recogniuzing these facts the standardie
zation program is bteing intensified and the safety officer is evaluating the
operation to elemirate all the hazards possible in all operations, Addition-
ally all units are intensifying their control and supervisioa of the aviators
strescing that, an aviator who cxpects to survive remains alert and pro-
fessional during all flights,

Se CIVIL AFFAIRS ~ None
6. (C) PERSONNEL

a, The officers and enlisted strength of the 10th Combat Aviation Bate
talion on 312400 Nctober is summarized below:

UNIT KUT'ORIZED TOTAL ASSIONED & ATTACHED TOTAL
Off WO EM Off WO EM
HHC 2L 3 121 U8 Lo L 276 320
LBth AHC 16 L2 219 277 ko 19 252 311
117th AHC 16 L2 219 277 26 30 210 266
129th AHC 16 L2 219 2717 25 31 226 282
18Cth AHC 1, 26 228 268 28 7 209 2LL
281at AHC 16 L2 219 277 23 23" 203 249
Total 102 197 1225 152k 182 114 1376 1672

b. A review of the above statistics revecls an understrength of Warrant
Officers and a net understrength of Warrunt Officers and "fficers assigned
and attached as indicated below:

UNIT PERCENT IINDERSTRENGTH NET PFRCENT VNDERSTRENGTH
- OFF %0 O & WO
HHC None None None
L8th AHC None SL.7% None
117th AHC None 28,5¢ 3.L%
129th AHC None 26.1% 3.L%
180th AHC None 73.0% 12,5%
281st AHC None L2.1% 20.5%
Battalion Total one L2.1% 1,04
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cs An examination of the statistics reveals a serious imbalance in
grade struccure existing within the Assault Helicopter Companies, Fre-
quently positiona are occupied by an officer two grades higher than that
authorized by TOE, This problem is recognized by higher headquarters and
ostensibly there is no solution to the problem short of training more Army
aviators, Further, the magnitude of the problem is manifested in the
present for duty strengths and the corresponding shortages or understrengths
BT Ehown velows

INIT PRESENT FOR DUTY TRESENT FOR DUTY/PERCENT UNDERSTRENGTH
Off WO off Wo Off & WO

HHC 33 2 None  33.3% None:

L8th AHC 28 17 None  59.5% 22,L%

117th AHC 18 19 _ None  5L.7% 36.2%

129th AHC 19 23 None 5.2% 29.3%

180th AHC 15 3 None 88,L% 55,0%

2818t AHC 20 16 None  61.9% 20.6%
Battalion Total 133 80 None  59,3% 28.7%

d. A comparison of the present for duty strengths with the assigned
and attached strengths shown in la above reveals significant differences,
The present for duty strengths of the 180th Assault Helicopter Comrany
(MDi1) are low due to a large number of aviators that are TDY and flying
with another unit, The 180th AHC is a rewly arrived unit 4n Victnam and
should not be considered as a representative unit of the battalion, On
the other hand, a comparison of the remaining compsnies clearly shows that
a large divergence exists between nimbas assigned and numbers present for
duty. The net differencc of officers and warrant officers assigned and
attached from those present for duty extends from a low of gzero %o a dif-
fercnce of 32,8%, The preponderance of people that contribute to this large
difference in numbers can be accounted for as transients, both inbound and
outbound, A relatively few can be accounted for as people on leave, R4R,
etc,

¢, In summary, units of the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion will con-
t.nue to perform combat miscions with far fewer numbers of aviators than
those authorized by TOE, Morcover, bascd on the past experience of large
numbers of transients (intound and outbound), organic units will nevcr
approach a present. for duty strongth that &g in proximity or equal to
assigned and attached strength, cven if ssigned and attached strength is
100% of those anthorized,

7. ARTILLERY - None
8. (C) SIGNAL

a, During this quarter the 10th Combat Aviation Bsttalion has oper-
ated a base camp headquarters and a field command post to carry ou% its
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dual function of combat support and base developme: ~‘oordination, This
division of the battalion staff generates a requircieat for cormunications
that exceeds the capabilitfy provided by TOE 1-76E, Extensive use of the
area communications network has been made to augment the organic ¢ommuni-
cations capability., As of this date, the reliabiliuvy .nd responsiveness

of the areca communication system has not proven adequate to eliminate the
requirement for additional communicntions personnel and equipment, This
unit continues to use high frequency, single side band radios removed from
aircraft as the primary means of telephone and teletypewriter communications
between the forward command post and higher headquarters, Modification
proposals for TOE 1-76E and TOE 1~256F were submitted during lst quarter

FY 67, Either of these MICE proposals would reduce this problem area if ap-
proved,
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* SECTION 2 (C) COMMANDER'S OBSERVATION »ND RECQMMENDATIONS
Part I, Observations
1, (C) PrASONNEL
a, Itew: Infusion progran

Discussiun: 4 temporary decreasc in conbat efficiency vccurped in
two of the uass.ult hclicopter companies due to the loss of a large nunber
cf personnel at one tinme,

Observation: The infusion progreu is an effective measure to
conbat this problein,

2. (C) OPuraTIONS
2. Jtem: Night cowbat assauits,

Discussiocn: During the repcrting period the 10th Combat Avi:ction
Battalion conducted rour battaliun size night cuaapat assaults plus several
company size «nd sumaller night asscults. These cperaticns were conducted
under verying light and weather conditions,

Observetion: Night conbat assaults can be succussfully curried
out under certain conditicns  For lurge and couplex operations a minimum
of twerty-four hours should be made available to the aviation battalion
for planning and coordination, Treining of crews in night operations is
a uust,

b. Item: Marking and identificiticn of night landing zenes and check
pcints,

Discussicn: Under ninimum light conditions one of the most diffi-
cult problems cncountered is navigetion end identificaticn of londing zcones,
The 10th Coubat savaction Buttalion experinented with sever.l methods to
ossist the flights in getting to and lecating the londing zunc, On cne
occesion the release puint w.s in the vicinity of & Speecicd Forcees cuap,
The camp cumarnder upen request agreed to light the "flaning arrow" (an
arrow with a serics of nuuber 10 cuns filled with send and gasoline) and
pointud it in the direction «f the LZ, Other units in fiuld locaticnB
cither on or near the intended fiight puth of the flight hive provided
similar assistonce when the tuctical situation perwitted. Railroad fuzecs
which burn for twenty uimutes were tested and found very uscful for merking
Z's, #CP's cnd PZ's, They were found to be very useful in the LZ's since
they euit o red light end do not have the blinding effcet of flarcs, The
light gun*has been found to be very effective methud of identifying the 1LZ
to flight luaders when Pathfinders were introduced intc¢ the 1.nding 2cnes
particularly .hen secrecy was laportent,

O et

Observ.tion: Thure are a nuuber of uethods of assisting the flight
lceders in night n.vizecion wuna loca.ing the LZ, The methods montioned above

* Lightgun SE-11
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are but a few, To insurc success of night operations caua.nders should
pruvide tpe mexilawa amount of navigational assistance possible,

c, Item: Illumination for night coumbat essaults,

Discussions The 10th Conbat aviction Battalion tested several
nethods of illumination for night couubat assaults, artillery illwaination,
air Force flurcships and UH-1D's loaded with (flare aircraft, parachute
MK-24) flarcs were all empluyed during night operutions, The latter (UH-1D's)
were found to be the wost c¢ffective and responsive, One of the mest dne-
purtant reasons for the UH-1D's being the most desirable was thet the pilot
wes able to attend the briefing for the operation anu be was complutely
faudil: with all the det..ils of the operation., In addition, it w:.s found
that due to the critic 1l availabilaty i Air Force flarcships their presence
cuuld not be assured until the last minute. The position of the flare
drop in roletion to vue flight pith of the sireraft is of great import.nce.
n flare dropped directly to the front of the flight will have « blinding
offcet, Wind direction also is important because of the drift of the fleres,
It w.s determined thit flares dropped to the reer .nd side away frum the
dirceticn of turn of the flight produced the most foverable lighting withe
out producing a blinding cffuct. The flarcs should be storted at le:ost
three ninutes from touchdown to allow the pilots vyes to .djust to the light.
Continucous illuwin tion during the londing wnd departurc phase is absolutcly
nucussary, s brewk in the illwsin.tion during this portion of the assault
could be disustrous,

Observction: Combat aviatioun battalions hive the cupibility of
providing illwainetion for night couab.t ass.ults, Crews should be trained
in the pruper wethod nd precedures of using the MK-24 flares prior to
the tine they are «¢ssigned the missiun of provading iliuminction for a
cubat assault,

d. Jltem: Standby flareship and gunships.

Discussion: The 10th Cub.t avi ticn Batt licn wiintains a nininuna
of tne flereship (UH-1D) luaded wath flare aircraft, parechute Mi-24 flares
en¢ two gunships on a five ninute alert stoutus during the hours oi’ dorkness,
Thuse wircrafi ore constintly requested to assist int ntry units under ot~
tack ind to essist and oscert ncdical evacuaticn eireraft. They ulsc pre-
vide on dinwdicte reaction in the event of o ground ctt ch of the b s ores,

Observ_ticn: The standby aircraft provide the ground couicnder
with an inwedicte illweination ¢nu firce support c.pability,

e, Item: Helicepter Lignting Oysu . (HLS)

Discussion: During thc period 1 august 1966 to 20 Scptauber 1966,
the 48th »dC conducted night harasswent and intcruiction missions cripluying
the Hlo within the Taw of the 1st Bde, 10lst abn Div. The purpcse of
these nissions wds to determine feasibility and develope tacticel pro-
cedures in HLS employment, T.i 1lst Bde, 10lst nbn Uiv furnished twe infantry
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liaisenofficers to assist and designuted an operationul arca to cunduct
thesc stuiis, The operationul arca was the Song Dui Giang River villey
in Thin Phu Yen Pruvince, Victnam, This area wes relatively flat,
interrupted with hcavily wooded strcam beds, small villages .nd tree lines,
Operations werc cunducted under v rying light and weather conditions and
at unscheduled intervals during i..e night,

VDifferent crmament subsystcms were tested by the escort gunships to
include 2 .50 cal machine gun mounted in & UH-1D,

Principal employment evolved to the usc of a cammend and control
aircraft (UH-1D) mounting tho HLS escorted by two armed aireraft, The
operitional area wes searched clandestinly by the use of starlight scopes
furnishcd by the lst Bde, Thuse were operated by the infuntry licison officers
abcard the cuiand and control aircraft. The HLIS wus eng:ged whuniv.r a
suspicious activity was noted by the starlight scoupes, The HLdO served to
illunwinate as well ws furnish pinpoint identity to the escort gunships,
During the period of trials no cneny :ctivity was evident, consequently
the tot.1 evaluation of the HLS was limited in scope.

Observ.tion: The employment of the HLS has certuin deterrcnt cffects
upun enosy activity conducted «t night,

That the HLS is not extreomuly effuctive in loccting and fixing targats
in operational areas that are not flat. and open.

Thuat the HLS is huupured by weather conditions of low visibility,

HLS crews shcould be trained as a team and drilled in procedures to
attein moximun effectiveness,

3. (C) TH.IKING
2o JItems: Night troining

_ Discussivn: The 10th Coubot aviction Battolion conducteu extensive
night trcining for :11 of the assault helicopter cawp.nics. The triining
inclucded individual, pletoon, cuup iy <nd then batt.liun size operations,
During the initial stuges of the training the operations were not performed
in an cecepteble manner, Howover, the later cxsrciscs were executued in a
proivssiinal wanner,

Observ.tion: Night truining should be cunducted on 2 centinual
bzsis whenever the tactic.l situction permits, The more the crews work
tugether in the cockpit, in flights and with the pathfinders the greater
their abilities .nd confidence,

b, Item: First aid training

Liscussiun: On nw.crous occasions "slick cicws" are rucuired to

perfori. clergeney licuicid evacuation wmissions, Crew chiefs und gunncrs
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should be fauilsr with the lif: saving steps tc assist wwunded personnel

carried . their direraft, a1l crew wenbers have received fivst oid

training at one tiae or cncther; however, many h. . received the triining 30
years ago. In addition, there is new a grecter incentive to learn now

that they are so close to the bott.. field,

Observ.tion: Crew sictabers hove o definite need to ruuiin pro-
ficicnt in first .id techniques, First aid treining should be conducted
on & contirudd b.sis to insure that the crew member have the cbility and
confidence to assist wounded personnel when and if required.

¢, JItem: Airmobile training

Discussion: During this reporting period the 10th Cumbet Aviaticn
Battelion had occasieon to support US units that had recertly crrived in
country, The situation permitted very little time for training, It was
vbscrved that many of the new troops removed their load bearing cquipment
and packs while enr.utc to the landing zene, The rosult wes confusion
and oxcessive time spent on the LZ after Jlanding.

Obscrvation: Aviation units should be alert for this point when
supporting newly assigned units and shculd brief commanders prior to each
cperation, When possible aireraft should be mide available to rewly assigned
units for refresher training prior to the conduct of their first combot
assault,

d. Item: Transition truining

Discussion: The 10th Combat Aviaticn Battalion recently had four
avictors assigred thit were not UH-1 quelified, Two were carg holicopter
rated; however, twe of these aviators required ccempiete transition training.

Observetion: The transiticn training is being conducted and will
be cuapleted shortly. However, the instructor pilots and the zipcraft ro-
guired for this training hed to be taken from cuuwbat resources,

Lo (C) INTELLIGLNCE
Item: Security of Clussifivd Information

Discussicn: USARV Reguloetion 95-10 d.ted 22 December 1965 requires thot
the Cammenders Operational Report (UPRLEP 5) be phonced to UsaRV Avicticn
Office, using the formut prescribed in UsARV Formi 265 which is unclessificd
when blenk and classificd CONFIDENTIAL when cumpleted, In this battalicn, -
the campanics phonc the infermaticn to battolicn, wherce the informotion is
conscliduated and phened to 17th Canbaet aviation Group, 17th Group ¢ nsoli-
dates reports from all vettolions -nd phenes the consclidated report to
USARV, ALl of these tolephonic reports ucce the forwu prescribed in USLARV
Form 265,
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Observation: Since USARV Form 265 is unclassified until completed, it
is kept with other unclassified blank forms, and is thus readily avcileble
throughout Vietnam with little difficulty to anyone interested in obtoining
a copy. It must be assumed thot the Viet Cong have, or can eusily cbtain,
copies of the furm, It must alsc be assumed that the Viet Cong have the
ability to monitor phone conversations, Once these two assumptions are
accepted, it is obvious thot the Viet Cong have the capability of dupli-
cating supposedly CONFIDENTIAL OPREP 5 Reports., It is also c¢bvious that
the prescnt system of telephonic reports using the format in USsRV Form

265 does not provide any security to the reported infcrmation,

5. (U) LOGISTICS

a, JItem: The miniport system
’ Discussion: The minipert refucling system has proved to be an
vssential item for the combat assault helicopter cumpanies, However, the
refueling rate of 25 GPM is too low to provide rapid refueling, The flow
rate of 25 GPM appcars to bc valid only for new equipment, The miniports
that ore presently in use are producing only 8 to 12 GPM, Thesc systems
have been in use since June 1966, Repair parts and replaccuent of major
conponents has done little to improve the efficiency of the equipment,

Observation: Every cffort is being made to improve the ¢fficiency
of the systems cn hand, Consideration should be given to designing a
similer system with o greater output,

b, Item: Crew chief and gunner intercom system UH=-1

Discussion: The prcsent inteicom system is not adequate for oper-
ctional requircments in Vietnom, The cords should be of sufficient length
to permit the crcw caief and gunner to dismount tc¢ .ssist in loading and
off-ivnding and still remain in cammnication with the aircraft ccuamander,

Obscrvation: A recl with a cord of approximately 20 fect in length
installed on ocithor side of the aircraft would provide froadom of novcment
for the crew chicf and gunner, The cord should b on o retractoble reel,
This mattor is being studied and it is hoped that the cords and reels can
bc locally produced,

6. (C) New Unit Movement to Vietnem

a. Item: Advance Party
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Discussion: The 180th Combat Support Hulicopter Company (CH=47)
found thael an advance party of two officers was insufficient to cover the
nmany areas of intercst for the unit., Supply accounts hzd to be ¢stablished,
administrative publicaticns requisitioned and operations publicatiuns ac-
counts cstablished,

Obscrvation: 4n advance party camposed of two officers and enlisted
representatives of supply, maintenance, operations and unit cdministration
should arrive in country & minimum of thirty days in advince of the main
bedy. In the event the unit is programmed to a sccure arca where no fecili-
ties are readily available, an additional ten enlisted wen shculd be ine
cluded in tho advance party to erect tents, etc, for the main body.

b, Itun: Change in mode of transportation,

Discussion: The initial.dircctive moving the 180th Assault Support
Helieopter Cunpany directed that che movuacnt of the moin body would be by
surface transportaetion frum the west cocst, Plenning and prepercticn of
th. unit's minimum cssentizl equipment was directed along these lincs,
Eguipnient was packed in CONEX containers, rear and advance party persunnel.
sclected, end preparations for movemcnt initiatcd. In September, luss ithen
thirty days prior tc the scheduled shipping date, while the majority of the
unit's pcrsonnel were on leave, the mode of transportation was changed fron
surface to cir, This change required thit all equipment be repacked and
pallotized for air wcvenent, the recr and advance party personncl chonged,
nuuercus chinges in leaves had to be aede end cther administrcotive actions
had to be taken,

Observation: Chungee in the mode of transp ctation at the last
winute creates many problems for the unit moving,

¢, Item: Reception of Unit (Administration)

Discussion: On arrival in country, ncew units have no inecountry
regulotions or publications (USARV Regulations, cte,) with which to operate,
Nornel recuisitions submittcd for these publications require 30 to 60 days
to be filled, which results in delaoyed ond possible incorrect roperts,

Observation: A packet of all in-country publications could be pre-
parcd and issucd t.. a new unit scheduled to nove to Victnam well in advence
of their arrivel, This would insurc correct ond timcly reports, Additionclly
21l personnel would have advance preparaticn in the methud of operation in
Vietnom,

d, ltoem: Packing ~:d Crating
Discussion: In an effort L. conscrve space ~nd reduce the nwaber
of CONEX containers requircd t. iove the 130th Cambet Hupport Helicopter
Cauapany's TOE equipment, equipment was picked with little regard to sce

lection integrety, In prepering the container packing iist, noteticns were
not mude a8 vo which scetion the itums bilonged. The eficrt to conscerve

6
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space, and the lock of informetion on the packing list resulted in having
to inventocy cach containcr separately and re-issue all TOE cquipmeit to
the sections,

Observcticn: Units depertiig the US should use sreat care in pack-
ing their cguipment to insur.. the, know which containers their eguipment
is packed.

¢o Item: Air Transportation

Discussion: During the eir movement of personnel of the 180th
hssault Suppert Helicopter Company to the Republic of Vietnam, two C-130
tircraft were held in the Phillipines overnight because the aircraft could
not lond ot Rhe Trang during hours of darkncss, The Trcop Cummander, Come-
manding Officer, 180th Avistion Company, attempted to arrange fur biiocts
fer the troopes but wes inforned thiot noie were cveilabic, Due to the lack
uf billets, the men were required Lo sicep en the ramp aree, with proper
coordination, the ti. aircraft could hove flown to C-n Ranh AFB wherc they
cculd hrve lended during the hours of darkness, and the men billetcd in
the arep prepared for thom at Dong Ba Thin,

N

Obscrvoticn: It would appeir that more consideraticn could heve

beun given to these perscnncl on their wey to o combat zonc,

Part 1I, RECO10kDeTIONS
1. DPersenncl - Nonc
2, Q Opcrations

ae  (Reference section 2, Part I, 2b). kecomuicnd thet all aviation
units be ~dviscd that the reilroad fuzees are an ¢ffcctive cid when cen=
ducting night combat asscults. The fuzecs are cveilable ot the armunition
supply p.ints,

. o » oy %
5. (Rufurcnce noccion 2, Part I, 2¢)., Keecamaend that cmphasis be (-
placed on troining ¢A1 avictzon ots in the techniques of illuminctiom of
LI.Z'S for night cunbat assculte,
c. {(Heferciee Secticn 2, Part I, 2¢). HRecuumend that cunsideration
be iven to conducting frequent cnd unscheduled horassnent missicns selely
for the deternental offeets nchicved, That clandestine scnsing and wbscrving
couipnent such @s the starlight scepe be utilized to pinpoint enumy activity
os oppwscd t. scerching by HLS, That HLS be employed pramarily along such
routes o riads, navigeble rivers and well traveled trails,

3. (C) Tr.ining
2. (Reference scetion 2, Part 1, 3c). Recomaend that aircraft be made

cvnileble to newly ceoipned fngtntry urite to cund oo refresher training
in i Lile operaticns prior to their cammitment to cambat opcraticus,

7
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(Refercnce Section 2, Part I, 3d). Recommend that all aviators
assigned 'y Department of the Army to Combat Aviation Groups in Vietnam,
except those specifically assigned for fixed wing units, be given transition
training in the UH=1 prior to their departure from CONUS,

4. (C) Intelligence

(Refercnce Section 2, Part i, 4a). Recommend thet a new formot be de-
signed for reporting OPREP 5 information and that the formet be clossified
CONFIDENTIAL even wheu blank, Since the format wouid then be safeguarded
as cther CONFIDENTIAL information it could be used for toelephonic reports
sincc copies of the form:t would not be available to unauthorized persons.
Th: saue recommendation applius to any other classified reports which are
mede telephonically in a format which is unclassified,

(U) Logistics
(Reference Sceticn 2, Part I, 5a). Recumend consideratiun be given

to dcsigning & miniport refualing system with a larger capacity and in-
creased flow rate to facilitaté refucling operaticns during combat assaults,

2 Incl
1, OPORD 25-66
2. LRRP Support

DISTRIBUTION:
1 Copy (Original) 2 Copies 1 Copy 3 Copics 1 Copy
Ihry 17th Combat Avn Gp Thru 17th Cbt Avn Gp To USARPAC To USuRV To 1st
Thri I Field Force V To ACSFOR Da Avn Bde
Thru lst Avn Bde
Thru USaRV
Thru US.RP..C
To ~CSFUR Da

CONFIDENTI .
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CONFIDERTIAL

AVGD-SC 1lst Ind

SUBJZACT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966,
(RCS CSFOR - 65) (U)

HZADQUARTERS 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96240 13 Yovember 1966

TO: Commanding General, I FFOKCZV, APO 96240

1. (U} The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Operational Report for
(uarterly pericd ending 31 October 1966 is forwarded for information and
action,

2. (C) This Headquarters concurs with Part II recommendatiors as
modified herein,

a. Reference paragraph 2a concur,
b, Reference paragraph 2b. concur.

c. Reference paragraph 2c In the highlands and coastal regions
the Helicopter Lighting Systems, (HLS) for night illumination have had very
limited success. Several factors influence results of HLS, rough terrain,
vegatation, haze or fog reduces the effectiveness of this system. Some
renefits can ve gained using the HLS under more ideal conditions, howeveoer it
cannot be considered reliable.

3. Reference paragraph 3 Airmobile assetsare not availatle to conduct
refresher training for newly arrived infantry units. This proposal would te
desirable if adequate aviation assets were available i. e.,, aircraft and
Crcws,

b Leference paragraph 3L concur.

4. tHeference paragraph 4 concur,

5. Reference paragraph 5 concur,

4, The Lessons Learned and Commanders Hecommendations will be dissemi-
nated to Combat Aviation Battalions assigned to this Headquarters.

>
)
e
/ FHAMKLIN L ..ILSOL

TC, Infantry \
Ad jutant

FOE TH. COMMAND A

CONFIDENTIAL e
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AVFPA=G3 (18 Hov 66) 24 Ind
SU.;J«Cls  Operational Report on lessons ILearned

‘ecdauerters, I Meld Force Vietnam, APO San irancisco 96350 2 DEC 1966

'

Jatls Commnnding General, lst .wviction Brijade, AXO
US Ferces 96307

us Co.ruacing General, United States Arry Vietnam, 4 0
US TFerces 96307

1. (U) The 10th Comb:it Avi:tion Battalion Operational Rewort for
tie period endins 31 Ocicber 1946 is forwarded for information and action.

2. {C) uiis headruartors concurs vith tiie recommendation ¢s modified
ilerein,

a, ZSeciion Z, rart I, nara 4. Observotions ore valide Operi.-
ticnel ard battle reports wiiich contain information of velue to the enery
are o be classified COlVTDS VIAL or CuiIDL WIAL, JICDOMIED [.LDLIG Al-
WILRIZ5D (pern 3 Apvendix ITII, AL 380-5). iteport shiould be transmitted
usi. 1Ll codes,

be wucction II, iart 2, wra 4, Recomaeidction is invelid. “he
1t nsaiszion of classified inioriition in clear text is nrohivitza, Zie
tricticn of stotisties from a classified form in no way decreases the re-
avirenent for cournmniccotions cecrrity. 7he use of plain text to transrmit
& fomm ted report offers no sccurity if the eneryy is inten: on recovering
t.e formite Transrissions of c’:ssified infor...tion must be encrypted.

“ . N v YN
Sl e Culauan s

DOWN GRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALY

DECLASSIFIED AFTiL L 1A
DUD DIR 52vu.ly

COrinzitLa

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBA=C (18 Nov 66) 3rd Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned (10th Combat Aviation
Battalion) for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1966
(RCS CSFOR=65)

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96307 10 pc 1965

TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnaum, ATTN: AVC-DH,
APO 96307

1. The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Operational Report Lessons
learned for the period ending 27 October 1966 is forwarded for information
and action,.

2. This headquarters concurs with the recommendations with the
additional comments.

a. Reference section II part 1 paragraph 5a: To increase the
refueling capability of assault helicopters and assault support helicopter
companies, particularly during combat assault operations, a change to
these unit's TOE was proposed in June 1966 adding 13 each 30/40 GPM and
6 each 100 GPM lightweight airmobile pumps for assault helicopter campanies,
and 16 each 100 (PM pumps for assault support helicopter companies. This
was approved by DA, and these pumps are currently arriving in RVN.

b. Reference section II part 1 paragreph 5b: Crew chief and gunner
intercom. The problem of drop cord extensions is being taken under study
by the Signal Officer, 1st Aviation Brigade based on the reports of the 10th,
52nd and 223rd Combat Aviation Battalions,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

(e
2 Incl . RIVERA

nc Cartain, AGC
Asst Adjutant General

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONTFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DH (10 Nov 66) Lth Ind
SUBJYCT: Operational Report-leesons learned for the Period Ending
31 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTFRS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 963C7 Q9 JAN 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Ammy, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT
APO 96558

e This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Revort-lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1966 from Headquarters, 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed,

2, Pertinent comments are as follows:
8. Reference Paragravh ée, Part 1, Section II, Page 6¢

(1) The need for mblications packets for units deploying
to Vietnam was recognized by this headquarters during the early stages
of the build-up in RVN. In £April 1966, this headquarters began
mailing complete publication packets to CONUS based divisions, brigades,
support commands, and ssparate battalions scheduled for derloyment to
Vietnam, USARV regulations and circulars are an automatic vart of the
packet and contain all directives that have an A, B, C, and X distribution,

(2) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion arrived in-country
on 25 October 1965, Since that date, all command formula distribution
has been automatically sent to them through their group headquarters,
Resupply of publications is accomnlished by submission of requisitions
to this headquarters, Reauisitions are filled and in the mail within
2k hours, Reporting headquarters was dbriefed on the rublications
supply systew during an assistance visit by a team from this headquarters
on 22 December 1966,

be Reference Paragranh 2a, Part II, Section II, Page 7t Con-
cur to the extent that the fuzeds be relied unon am an alternate means
of marking 12's, ACP's, and PZ's, Muzees are subject to causing fires
in grass and woode! aress and do not offer the degree of security from
erismy observetion as do present lighting systems used by vathfinder
teanms,

¢e Reference Paragraph 2b, Part IT, Section I1, Page 7t Con-
cur, It is desirable to have crews of the participating unit provide
illemiration in these instances because of ease of coordination,
ermerience and intimate kmowledge of the terrain,

REGESDED UNULASSIFLED WIREN seralinvlbu

FROM

CLASE TRD INCLUSTTRRY

5
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'y AVHGC-DH (10 Nov 66)
SUBJECT: Operational Rerort-Lessons Learned for the Period Frding
. 31 Octcber 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)

d. Reference Paragraph 2¢, Part II, Section II, Page 7: Con-
cur, Favorable results can be achieved when the Heliconter Lighting
System is used discriminately, Concur with paragravh 2¢, 1st Indorse-
ment, that vegetation, terrain and weather conditions reduce tne
effectiveness and reliability of the system,

e, Reference Paragrach 3a, Part II, Section 1T, Page 7: WNon-
conair, Refresher training would serve to letract from the limited
assets .vrailable to support tactical overations, A degree of refresher
training could be achieved by initially assigning newly arrived units
to operations vhich do not require immediate and extensive contact
with an enemy force, Concur with comments of vparagraph 3, 1st Tndorse-
ment,

72X
f. Reference Paragraph 3b, Part II, Section II, Page 8: Concur,
! The assigmment of aviators not qualified in the UH-1 to units in RVN
| reduces the combat ready mosture of the unit and reduces the mumber of
i flying hours available to support combat overations; however, the
\ﬂity iz not currently significant.

FOR THE COMMANDER: (j

> R. J. THORNTON
/I"CI te Lt, AGC
e Amt Adjutant Genersl

SIFIED WHEN SEPARATED

NCLOSURLS i I .
CONFIDENTIAL

REGRADED UNCLAS
FROM CLASSIFIED 1
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GPOP-OT (10 Nov 66) 5th Ind (U) 46
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned for the Period Ending
1 October 1966 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ 10th Cbt Avn Bn

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 1.6 FEB 1967

TO: Asscistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.

4

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

A Incl § ‘@
L2 ROBERT 1. BURCH
Lt Col, AGC
Asst Ad
7
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Copy No of Copies
10th Com%at Aviat%on Battalion
: o TIY HOA (CG255363) RWN
AYald) ~
(O EIDENT AL 301200 October 1966
OPORD 25-66
Reference: Map, 1:50,000 SVN, series, sheets 6852 II, III; 6851 I, 1II,
111, 1IV; 68%0 I, 1I, III, IV; 68L9 I, II, III, IV; 6752 I,
II; 6751 I, II; 6750 I and II,
1, SITUATION
a, Enemy: Current Intsum
b, Friendly:

(1) 1st Bde, 10lst Abn Div cenduct secrch and destroy operation
to locate and destroy VC/NVA Forces in AO,

(2) 1/327 Inf moves overland by vehicle to vic BQ87L5 during day-
light hours and at H-hour conducts clandestine infiltration into assigned
A0,

(3) 2/327 Inf conducts airmobile infiltration into area Anache
at H-hour following the insertion of pathfinders and LZ security element.

(L) Other - Current operation overlay,
¢. Attachment and Detachments:
Four Cii=47's from 179th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-L7),
2, MISSION
10th Combat Aviation Battalion helilifts 2/327 Abn Inf Bn, 1lst ide,
10lst Abn Div in a non-illuminated night combat assault into LZ RED (BQ
810337) and then into LZ BLUE (BQ919337) commencing 312230 Oct 66. As a
deceptive measure the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion will conduct a simu-
lated combat assault into LZ MOONBEAM (BQ788L83) commencing 302100 Oct 66,
3. EXECUTION
a, Concept of Operation:
PHRASE I

Pattalion (-) conducts a night combat assault into LZ MOONBEAM
(BQ788L483) utilizing 2l UH-1D's, 6 HH-1B's and L CH-47's, The LEth Assault

v 44 -h
CON HDENTV\L Downgraded gzogpyear intervals:
Declassified after 12 years,

Inclosur2 ) to Inclosure 1
OPCRD 25-€6
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¢ IRENTIAL
Helicopter Company (4) (ALPHa FLIGHT) will lead ths assault with 12 UHLD's 44
followed one minute later by the 129th assault Helicopter Company (4) (BRAVU
FLIGHT) with 12 UHiD's followed one minute later by 4 CHL7's from the 179th
Xssault Support Helicopter Company (CHARLIE FLIGHT). after completing the
landing in LZ MOONBEAM all flights will proceed along route JKNE (innex A
Operations Overlay) to Vagabond Valley. Gunships from the 129th assault
Helicopter Company will be prepared on order to conduct a pre-~strike of LZ
MOONBEAM from 4=35 to A~1l5, Gunships from the 48th Assault Helicopter Cam-
pany will conduct a pre-strike of the LZ fram a=5 to A hour following the
artillery preparation which will be fired fram A-l5 to 4~5 (last round
marked by illuminating round). Flareship from the 48th will provide con-
tinuous illumination of the LZ arca from 4=-5 to completion of assault, ufter
CH-47's have completed landing the flareship will drop flares North of route
JANE until flight has cleared 4CP 3,

PHASE II

(1) The 48th will insert the Pathfinder Detachment (-) iOth Combat
aviation Battalion into LZ KED (BQ810337) after making a landing into L2
GOLD (BQ755352). After the Pathfinder Detachment (=) and a security force
from Caupany C 2/327 has been inserted into LZ RED another landing will be
made into 1Z YELLOw (BQ883383). approaches into all LZ!'s will be at low
level, 4alpha time for LZ RuD is 311835H Oct 66, Gunships from the 4L8th
will provide fire support on c#1l but will not fire any preperatory fires
on any of the LZ's, On landing in each LZ aircraft will remain on the
ground for a minimun of 20 seconds unless e¢nemy fire is rececived,

(2) The 129th will insert a tcam frou the Pathfinder Uetachment
plus a security force fram Company 4, 2/327 Inf Bn, into LZ BLUE (BQ919337)
after moking a landing in LZ GREEN (BQ923365). after the insertion hos
been campleted the flight will proceed to LZ SILVEK (BQ958348) where cnother
landing will be wade, approaches into all 1Z's will be at low level, Alpha
tine for LZ BLUE is 311835H Oct 66, Gunships from the 12%th will provide
fire support on call but will not fire any preparatory fires on any of the
1Z'as., aircraft will rcumain on the ground for a minimmm of 20 seconds in
each LZ unless enemy fire is encountered,

PH.SE III

10th &vn Bn (-) helilifts 2/327 (-) Inf Bn into L2 RED utilizing
flights Alpha and Bravo and then into LZ BLUL utilizing flight Alpha, Bravo
end Charlie comencing 312230 Oct 66. 48th Gunships will follow Brievo flight
along their flight route until reaching the vic of Orbit Road, then orbit
over Orbit Road at 2500' until releived by gunships fram 129th, 129th Gune
ships follow Bravo flight on 2d 1lift and releives 48th Gunships at Orbit
Road.

b. Fire Suppert
PHASE I

airstrikes A-40 to A=20 CONTIE
2
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© Artillery prep. A-15 to A5 [?(ngrlfﬁ' NI

hBth Gunshipa prep. A_S to H hour, 5 N
Artillery and gunship available on call,

PHASE II

Gunships provide over head cover for flights as directed by Alpha

and Bravo flight leaders, Artillery available on call.

PHASE III

L8th Gunship will follow Bravo flight on lst 1lift and remain in vie

of Orbit Road at 2500' and will return and refuel at Tuy Hoa when releived
by 129th gunships. 129th gunships will follow Fravo flight 2d lift to Orbit
Road to provide continuous over head cover, Artillery available on call.

Co

d.

L48th Assault Helicopter Company (A)

(1) Designate flight leacdes for Alpha flight,

(2) Provide gunship.suppcrt (3 UH-1B's),

(3) Provide 14 WH-1D's (12 Slicks, 1 Flare, 1 C&C).

129th Assault Heldcopter Company (A)

(1) Designate flight leader for Bravo flight.

(2) Provide gunship support (3 WH-1B's),

(3) Provide 1 UH-1D's (12 Slioks, 2 Spares),

179th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-L7)

(1) Provide b CH-4T7's,

(2) Designate flight leader for Charlie flight,

Pathfinder Detaclment

(1) Provide lighting in PZ BEACH at 302000H Oct 66 for PHASE I,
(2) Provide lighting in PZ BEACH at 312130H Oct 66 for PHASE III,
(3) Inserted into LZ RED and LZ BLUE at 311835 Oct 66,

(4) Provide lighting and landing instruction to landing aircraft

in LZ RED and LZ BLIUE,

8o

Coordinsting Instruction

CONFIDENTIAL
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(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)
will rcucnin

(7)

L TOENTIAL

Air Movenent Plen:  Annex C,
Air Loading Plan: Annex B.
Altitudes: 1500' enroute to IZ
2000' return to P2
3000! on routc JiNE
nuvigation lights on steody din, lower portion taped.
Weather Decision:
(a) Phasc I 302000 hours by LTC Harrison.,
(b) Phase 1I 311730 hours by salphc and Bravo FLT leaders,
(c) Phese 1II 312030 hours by LTC Harrison

Weather delays: If weather precludes 1ift at i hour circraft

on strip alert until weather clears for lift,

tules of engegeaent: after gunship prep in Phase I no fire

unless in direct radio contact with ground elenent end upon approval of
Couwaending Officer, 10th Conbat avietion Battalion,

(8)

Euzch unit will hove o bock up ualitenance team aveilable at

Tuy Hoa to repair or rig downed aircreft.

(9)

PhubE III

Lzst circreft in LZ RBD from Bravo flight turn off lights after

landirg and losc pathiinders ond return to P2,

return,
(10)
(11)

Last two sortics of CHATa's in LZ LU load pathfinders and

bebreilfing et Bn TOC on call.
Flare Ship,
(a) Phasc 1: Orbit Flare € 3000,
(b) Phose Li: On call-Orbit RP 3000'.
(c) Phasc III:
1. LZ RED: Orbit Point Island & 3000',

2. LZ BiUwn: Orbit Point Hill @ 3000!'.

CrTTINENTIAL
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CORTINENTIAL

(a) Phase I: Orbit Dust Off @ 3000' 2030-2100 hours.

(12) Dust Off:

(b) Phase II: Orbit Dust Off G 3000' 1830-1900 hours.
(c) Phase III: Orbit Dust Off @ 3000' 2230-24,00 hours,

(13) Sparc airer. ft follow Bravo flight by 3 minutcs then orbit
RP at 2000' until last eircraft hus departed L2,

(14) Reporting points: Off parking arca Vagubond, off PZ «CP #1,
2, 3, and RP,

L. ADMINISTRATLOUN &ND LOGISTICS
ay Refuel niniports,
o, Refuel prior te 1lift to 1200 lbs, aftcr 1lift caupany SOP,

c. Lvcae wounded personncl to 10lst aid Station, Contuct Vital Caves M
FM 41.4.

5. COMMAND akD S1GwsL:
a, Corn.and:
(1) AMTF Cowrender: Lt Col hasco,
(2) Missicn Coumander: LTC Harrison,
(3) &1t Mission Corwmender: Major Roper (in flare),
b. Signal:
(1) Coivuand Freq: FM 45.3, UHF 237.7, VHF 122,7.
(2) A1t Counand Freq: FN 40.6.
(3) Gunships w/coud: FM 45.3.
(4) Dust Off w/coud: Primory UHF 237.7, Alt FM 45.3.
(5) Pathfinders FZ: 40.6 Dawson Pikcr 26
LZ BLUE 45.3 Dawson Piker Blue
LZ kD 45.3 bawson Piker Red
(6) Ground Cas.and:

(a) Bn Coud Saxon Header FM 32.7.

CONFISDENTIAL
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(v) LZ BLUE: Co & Warped Cause FM 46,80,
Co B Used nates FM 33,60,

(c) LZ RED: Co C Tasty Chime FM 36.70.
(7) FaC: Standdy only UHF 301.5, FM 37.5.
(8) Tube artillery:
(a) Location: CHUACH BQ9L8416 FM Scetchy Hult 9, 35.70,
(b) Cung Son F¥ Rash Speller 10, 27,80,
(9) Suocke |
(a) PZ: Yellow
(b) 1Z: Yellow
(¢) Encuy firc: Hed
(d) Frienuly discress: 2 Yellow

(e) Fricndly: Green

acknowledge
H:RRISON
LTC
ANNEXES A acexd. ;,L-L tl 2 )

4=Opns Ovly - (i CL/”

B-uir Louding Plen
Ceuir hoverncnt Plan
D-Deception Plen
E=Sequenticl Opn Ord

Distribution:
A plus 1-1/1Clst Inf Div (4bn)
1-2/327 lai' (sbn)
OFFI1CLlaL:

BEY L INGLR
$-3
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ANNEX B (iir Loading Plan) o OPORD 25-66.

PHsSE 11
UNIT  LIFTED UWIT  SORTILS  ACL  TRES Pz ¥4
4L8th  Plat C 2/327 7 4 42  BEACH RED
129th  Plat &4 2/327 7 6 L2  BEiCH BLUE

PHASE III

1st Lift
UNIT  LIFT&D UNIT  SORTINS  4CL  TRES ¥ 1z
L8th ¢ (=) 2/327 12 6 72 BEACH RED
129th € (-) 2/327 12 6 72 BELCH RED

PHaSE III

2d Lift
UNIT  LIFTED UNIT SURTIES  ACL  TRPS Pz 1z
46th B 2/327 12 7 8l BEaCH  BLUE
129th B 2/327 12 7 8t BE.Ch BLUE
179th  u (=) 2/327 33 4 132  BEiCH BLUE
ackrowledge

HahR1LON
LTC

OFFICLaL:
BETT 1MGLK
S=3
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sNNEX C (air Moverent Plan) to OPGD 25-66

Time Teble PHASE T
a, Cronk 2025
b. T/0 2030
¢, Lund PZ BL.CH 2034
d. T/0 vZ 2037

¢. Land 1Z HUONBEL 2100 (a)

Land 12 ships in trail in PZ; land MNE 030°, Alphe on the right, Bravo
cn the left, 2 flights of 12, "Vis of three in trail 1 uinute between
flights of 6, 1 minute bitween salpha end Brovo flights, Flight lcaders
lointidin correct tine spacing. Charlic flight follow Bravo flight by 1
iianute,

PHaos 1T
a. Crank 1802
b. T/0 1807
¢c. Land rZ Bi..CH 1811
d., T/0 r’ 1815
¢o Lond LZ .itD & BLUE 1835 (&)

Lard 7 ships in trail in Pz, land NE 030° .lph: on th. right, Bravo on
the left, 2 flights of 7, "V"s cof threc in treil, 1 uinute betwoen flights
cf 7.

PH.on III
<o Cronk 2150
b. T/C 2155
¢o Lend 2 BrE.CH 2200
d, 71/0 :% 2210
¢. L.nd LZ RiD 2230
f. T/0 WL 2234
g. L.nd 12 BrCH(2) 2326
h. T/0 rZ 2310
i, Lund 12 buUE 2328

Lund 12 UE-1D's in t. i1 in ¥4, iind N 0309, alpha on the right, Bravo
on thuy l¢ft., tCherlic flichts land MW of #2 (4 CH47's) 2 flights of 12 and
1 flaght of 4 CH47a's., Order of flights &, B, and C, V's of thrce in truil
for rflizhte 4 ond B, 1 ninutc between flight... 5 udinutes between flights
br .ve &nd Chirlic, chorlic flight fly in treis flights of 2,

sknowloedge

Hnih JOON
UFFICinL LTC

i;;..’l"x'i'l"Gb;{l ‘ C' .M;-;DENT, l!_
o-3 c-1



Lo

Y A

51

comernT |

KNNEX D (Deception flan) to OPORD 25-66
References: OPURD 24-66
1. SITUATION

a, Ency forces: 0rQi 25-66

b, Fricndly Forccs: Ordib 25-66

c. attachuents & Detachucnts: 0201D 25-66
2., MISSION

10th Caubat snviztion Baltalion conducts deceptive meusures to deceive
the eney ©s to the incrcased activity in vic Cung Son (Coord, BQE08422)
and to deceive the encry w8 to the correct tiue and location of the heli-
lift of the 2/327 ibn Bn, lst Bde, 10lst 4bn Div,
3. LEXwCUTION

2. GConcept of the Opuration: 10th Cabet aviaztion Bn conducts de~
ceptive ncasures «@s follows:

(1) Limitcd helicopter operations in »0 prior to beginning of

* operetion,

(2) Deceptive operaticn 302100 Oct 66 North of Cung Son vic coord
BQ788483 (LZ MOUNBLii)

(a) air striic of LZ MOONBEM
(b) arty prep of LZ MOUNbEAk
(c) Gunship prep of LZ HOONGSE.N

(d) sitalited combot wuscult utilizing 24 UHLD's and 6 UHLB's
into LZ.

(3) Illwain.tion of arc: Northcast of 0,
{4) Cunducts rlights over cree North & Northeast of 0.

(5) Lov level flying nd fuint laneings prior to inscrting path-
findcrs,

b. 10th Cobet aviation Batt.iion conaucts nen-illuwaineted night
caubat assault into LZ's RED (Ceord BQRL0N337) & Bk (BC919337).

L. GOBINLOTIGEION s LOGLISTICS

DUl 25-66. CONHDENT'AL
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COMFTENTIAL

oNNEX E (Sequentiol Operition Order) to OrGHy 25-66

ITHM

1,

2.

k.

5

Co

TIME

31 Oct 66

2150-2328

2150

2155

2200-2210

2210

23C

4CTION

10th avn Bn conducts . night non-illumi-
nated coubat assault helilifting 2/327
Inf into LZ RtD und then LZ BLUL

Flt's .brha,BiaVu,CHuRLLL crank ot
Vagebond Valley

F1t ilphe will cousicnce 1ift off at
Vegabond Valley and proceed to P2
BnCH,  Followed by BruVU flight then
C}'IJJ{LIE .

all flts will l.ad & locd ot PZ BeinCH
Flights sLrH.. and BK..VO will load C (=)
2/327 Inf zircraft carge load (.CL) of 6
troops.

F1t .Lehe wvill depart fZ2 Bu.CH. #1t
Bi.vO will fcllow fit ..irha by 1
ninute

Flt «LrH. will land 12 RED followed
by Fit Basvu,

CONFIDENTIAL

OTHek INFU.TION

(1) F1t (i) 4Bth Avn
Co 12 UH1D's Flt (B)
129th avn Co 12 UHID's
Fit {C) 179th ivn Co
L CH4T7n's,

(2) slphs ard Bravo
flights place Green
chrlles 1-4, white
chalks 5-8, snd Yellow
chalks 9-12.

(3) Flight B will
follow Flight i and
Flight C will follow
Flaght B,

(4) Flts & ond B will
land 12 UH1D's in trail
#LPHi on the right
BRLVO on the left, Flt
CH.ALLL (4 CHL7's)

will land 200 ncters

to the Northwest of Flts
4 and B, Pothfinders
will direct and con-
tinue lunding on FM
40,6 call sign Dawson
Piker 26, CH=-47's will
shut down n P2

(5) At foru.tion will
be Vis of thrce in
trail, Fit path de-
picted on overlay Flt
alt 1500' outbound to
Lits

(6) P.thfindcrs will
be cvstablished in LZ
RED. Land to lighted
trees ete Dawson Piker
iteD FM 45.3. List »/C
in BH.VO F1t will

pick up Pathfinders
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ITEM

9.

10.

g CONFIDENTIAL

2234 F1t sLPHu & BR.VO clcar L2 RED return

to PZ BuaCH,

2300-2310 F1t alLrHa will land at PZ BEaCH followed
by Flt BrR.VU, Flts aLeHu and BRsaVO will
land B2/327 Inf. 4CL of 7 troops. Flt
CH.RLIE will load o (~) 2/327 Inf aCL

of 32 troops.

2510 F1t o~LPHa will depert ¢Z BuaCH followed
1l ninute later by F1t BR.VO, F1t CliltLIE
will follow F1lt BR.VO by 5 ninutes,

2328 Flt ..LirH. will Jand at LZ BLUE followed
by Flt BltxV0 and then F1t CH.RLIE,

rrog & Codl oigs
Bn Coud FM 45.3 UhF 237.7
alt Caad FM 4000

Gunenip with Coud FM 45,3 o1t UHe 237.7

Dustoff w/cond UHF 237.7, olt 45.3

Zothoinders 2 Dawsen fPiker 26 FM 4O,

E=2

OTHER LNFORIATION 6o

(7) Other Flt path .

depicted on overlay.
Return alt 2000' from
LZ to PZ.

Flts 4LPH4 and BRsVO
will land in PZ BE.CH
12 UH1D's in trail,
aLrHa on the right
BR&aVO on the left,
rathfinders will di-
rcct and control
landing un FM 40,6,
Dawson 1'iker 26. Flt
CHaRL1E (&4 CHL7u's)
will start o 2/U and
go to flight,

(9) Flt foration for
LLrH, and BILLVO flts
will be V's of thrce
in trail, Flt CH.RLIE
will be 2 Flts of 2
scpar. ted by two
wimutes in trail,
Flight path depicted
on overliy, Lnrovte
alt 1500°',

rethfinders will be
established in 12
BLUr, Land to lighted
trces ctc. Dawson
Ciker BLUE FM 45.3.
Lost 2 #/C in Flt
ChaitLlx will pick up
r'zthfinders, all Flts
will rcturn on flight
path at. 2000! 1lsuv 8
+/C fron Flt sleHa
will ge to wndniperts
cther o/C land in rZ
Bu.lH nd refucl eos
dirccted by Vagabond
control Fi 39,5

6: LZ D Dowson vwiker RED Fl L5.3

CONFIDENTIAL
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Pathfinders 1% BLUE pawson Piker Blue FHM 45.3

Inf Bn Cwd Saxon Reader Fu 32,70
Co 1 Warped Cause FM 46.80 (LZ RuD)
Co B Used Rates Fii 33.60 (Lo BLUL)
Co C Tasty Chlﬂha rL 36,70 (L< Bluk)
FuC standby oniy UHF 30L.5 FM 37.5
Tube urtillery Skctchy Hait 9 Fif 35.70 @ CUNG SON Hash Speller 10 FM 37.80.
Snicke

(a) ¥Z: Yollow

(b) 12: Yellow

(¢) Encuy Firc: Red

(d) Fricndly Distress: 2 Yecllow

(e) Friendly: Green

acknowloage.
I1uRILICON
LTC

UFF1C1.L:

s ";:— 0

BeTTINGEK

53

CONFIDENTIAL

£=3



DEPARTMENT OF THE A
HEAOQUARTERS 1OTH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO 96312

9 November 1966
SUPPORT OF LONG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS

During the past several uonths the 10th Casbat Aviation Battalion has
been supporting the heliccpter mission requiraucnts of long range reconnaissance
patrols (LRRP) activitics in the Republic of Victnam., In support of opcr-
ations of this type, speccicl techniques, precudurcs, and equipient have
been tested and found offective,

sdthough the techniques and procedures described in this repert have
been effective and will continue to be used, r«: 1deas and techniques will
bc developed ond tested, The enciyy can and will exploit those units thet
arc unable to changu or niodify their tactics., Units thet are unwilling to
vary their procedures znd try ncw methods will becaue stagnate and fail,
Honce it is noted that no onc system is the final answer pbut thosc ars proven
proccedurevs that cen be wodified to fit nany ndssion rcequircuents,

LONG RaNGE RECORNAISSANC. PATROL

There are munerous schecls of thought on the best conpositicn of a
long ringc reconnaisscnce patrol. The muber of pursonncl suggested very
fraa a three nan group to units the size of a platoon. Regardless of their
sizu, those units are designed to perforu reconnaissince and/or surveillance
and noruclly eveid cnugy contact,

A type LitP orgenization casposed of six uen is the basis used for
this report, This is the sizc of Special Forcss LithY tcams presently cu-
ployed in joint opuratiuns.

The ticad cquipuent cerried by the patrol is siuple, lightweight,
functional and periits the patrol to raecin in an wree 2t least five .
days at a time, The patrol hzs an («M) radio set end & (FM) rodio set as
w1l os visuor signalling devices (pancls, uirrors and flarcs)., Weapons
carried are usually lightwuight, auto-uctic rifies (}-16, Corbine M-2) and
grenzdes (pyrotechnic end anti-personrel type). The teaus are highly trained,
in excellent physicel conditicn and extruwly well uotiveted in thoeir ndssion
of int.lligunce gothering. In addition, their training cnables then to bring
fire on the cnuy fraa suppurting artillery, Air Focrce fightor bombers,
arued helicoptors end Navil gun firc, US Arny weubors of thesc LRRPs hove
an average of cight yoars in tho service and are exports at this special
type Lission,

Logisticcl support to the patrols onco camitted is :iininsl and nor-
ually consists only of trunsportotion (helicopter) anu e.crgoncy nedical
evecuation and troatuent, .

Laywdiatu fire support is pruplannod giving the patrols thu capability
of diructing firu cgainst cncuy clouwnts whenever a lucrative terget is lo-
c.tud or the turn 45 in danger. Fir. suppurt can be given frau the fallowing

Inclesure 2 to Inclosure 1
OPORD 25-66



sources depencing on range to torget, time of re.uest, priority of farget,
and the other factors thet are always pres<nt in any fire request: koot

a., Air Force Fightcr Bomber Strikes: 4 FAC js essigned to all
‘of tle LRAP iiissions :nd is always on cell., Friendly air strikes are di-
reeted by this FAC when priorities peridt the missicn,

b, Arned Helicopter Ascsist..nce: Threc (3) armed helicogters are
present on the LKRP @isczon ond arc directed by the FAC or the comond and
control helicurver,

¢, Artillery Firc ond Novel Gunfire:  If range pernidts, the IRKRP
will scerve ns forward chserver and adjust these fires,

In =ddition to the fires of these ngencies, & reaction ferce of a rifle
conpany to brigade size units nay be airlifted into the arca to ¢xploit the
enery” forces located by the LRRP's, Experience hos proven that reinforceing
of a tean under -ttock ic uore effcective than extraction when a suitable
landing arca is avoilavle,

Holicopter suppert to a LRRP tean is nine (9) aircraft (3 UH-1B arned
helicopters and 6 UH-1D's) with crows; operotion cnd control clement; ond
sufficicrt aintenznee personnel to perforiz np to third echolon maintenance
support, The six (6) UH-1Ds provide a cepibility of infiltrating threc six

min tcams at one time with «ufficient back-up tc recover personnel in the event
ar. aireraft is forced down,

The flight clement consist of a Tisk Force of the following:
Onc (1).UH-1u Ccruiand ¢nd Control Ship
Three () UH-1D Tean Trans port Alreraft
Two (2) UH-10 Recovery aircraft
Three (3) Ull=1B  Arued Lscort

This orgnnization roy be reduced by one (1) rccovery aireraft if the
cadiand and control circraft can provide .ergency recovery. This ncans
only 1.3 tuu personn.l con be carricd in the cowaand and centrol aireraft.

Cne UH-1B armed helicopter may be deleted if necessary; however, A three
gunship team has been found to be far more effective in supressing fiiz on
the ground., In addition, the distance of the LRAP base is usually too far
to replas~ aircraft in less than two hours, so it is felt that is is rcecssary
to 2ave threc UH-1B's in the forward area,

RECOMIAISEANCE

A general rveonnaissance of the area by all aircraft and crews is cone-
ducted as soon as the unit moves to the area of interest  This area of
operations can be of varying size but usually is about thirty to fifty kilo-
meters square,



Flizht altitude of thec flight is conducted at 1500 to 2000 fect cbsolute
and only a general lock at the overall arca is accomplished,

Fig #1

|
/l\ ;
i

20 to 30 K | Area of Operation (40)
|

i

&—— 30 t0 50 Kif ——>
Base

Formations will vary depending on flight routes and other considerations
such as weather, terrain, special coreas of intcrest etc.

The LRRP commander rckes his plon for individual patrols and assigns
RZs (reconnaissance zonus) to the individuzl patrols,

Fig #2

AO

Base

These recon zones ure norui lly five to cight kiloiwctirs in length and
vary in width from two to five kilaucters depending on tercain, Within
thesc reccon zones certain points of critical intercst are plotted and the
LRHP teans reccive their EEI's and cre:s of specinl inturest for planning
their routes threough the RZ,

On order of the Ltk base caxviender a reconnaisscnce is conducted,

Three nerbers of the teom fly in the aircraft with the aviators who will
infiltrote then into their Recon Zone (RZ),

3



Normally there cre three teams with adjoining RZs making the aerial '
reconnaissance at the some time, The aircraft over fly thc arca at alti- “d
tudes from 1500 to 2000 feet aobsolute, This type of reconnaissance pere-
nits the teams and the pilots to select areas for infiltration but does not
provide them determination of hidden obstacles on the ground. This risk
is accepted since it is not neccssery for the aircraft to have a large 1Z
and the personncl mey Jjunp to the ground from a low hover, descund by ropes
(rappeling) or climb down ropc ladders,

The team leaders sclect a primary LZ and one or nore alternates, Flight
routes are flown to peruit all members sufficient time to plot their IZs
but in such a way that it eppeurs an over flight rather than a rsconnaissance,
Foruations vary depending on routcs selected and other control factors,
Formations uarc opened up to pernit the aviators to observe their area withe
out endangering the foruation,

Fig #3
s N '
4 g ? A ’
(g7,
/ |
; o |
e 9@

Flight way open
up for rccon

Noruield.
Foruation

Upon canplction of the reconnaissine., avicters and LARP teaus niect
for further planning prior to the infiltritions, Infiltraticns nov be unade



without prior rcconnaissance if necessary duc tc cnemy activities,

o7 The recovery aircraft and arnied helicopters are needed on the reconnaise
: sance due to thedistance and time of reaction in the event one of the air-
craft is forced down,

SELECT UM OF INFILTRATIUN LANDING ZONiS

The sulection of ar infiltration LZ for a LRRP teau will require prac-
tice and training on the part of both pilots and LRRP team nembers., "Rules
of Thumb" ney be given but any area that perwits entry of the helicopter to
a spot near cnough tc the ground to drop off troops will suffice, Arcus
in hecavily canopicd jungle with few clearings will require extensive search
since the encuy will certeinly cover thosc clearings thut lend themsclves
to helicopter opecratiors, Reronnaissance at 1500 to 2000 feet is difficult
until practiced and persom.el will probably overlook many suituble arcas
at first, Personncl nust be faniliar with the vegetation of the areas so
they do not sclect LZs in babo thickets which look like clearings from
the air but (re actu.lly as ruch as twenty feet tall, Hiver banks are not
very suitable since they usually provide excellent cbservetion for the eneny
and are wcll traveled routes in the jungle,

4+ Large clearings in heavily forested areas such s War Zone "C" and War
Zone "D'" are cliost always under obscrvition by the vnewy. This woes not
mwan they can not be used, If a lerge clearing is used, a swucll spot close
to the tree line should be sclected to 2llow the teanm the chance to reach
the jungle before pursuit con start.

LZs nay be loczted clong strean lines end ¢ven in boub craters, Ale
though the aircraft cen not touch down, the personnel vy leave the uir-
craft by .ny of the specacd iweans av.iloble, i.c, rappeling, juuiping,
hoists or ropv ladders,

It is pousiblc to place tean meubers into the jungle canopy itsclf
and 2llow thua to cliub down through the trees, This nethod is not reclly
desirable due to the difficulty of extracting if the wvnuiy is in the in-
nedinte arca,

Sclection of LZs will be a pcrsoncl problem tc cech pilot and LRrP
leader, Only training and actu:l operatiuns will increasc Lhoe copobility
of thuse pursonnel to nike good selections,

INFILTRAT Ul

The dite and tine of infiltraticn oif the teaws is dirceted by the
LREP cawinnder, Towus are infiltretod ot lest lighi. Last light is
nornally ten te twenty ninutes after officinl sunsct, LExact tiwe depends
on visibility, light, ro&in, overcest skice, and loc.tions of the LZs; all
effcee vieability and cach infiltration rust be trected aifferently,

Adlrcrews attend LRtP tean bricfbacks during the afternoon of the ine
filtracion and 11 instructions given the LHRP teciis are known by the

———




aircraft counanders. This bricfback lots the pilots know what the tean
plansto do if it gets hit, where it will go, what routes it intends to
teke and =11 other special instructions needed to find them in the cvent !
of an eumergency or loss of comrnunications, The pilots in turn brief the

crews on loading and unloading procedures, routes to the LZ, emergency air-

crait procedures, and ary other itens necessary tu insure a safe infiltration,

o

One hour prior to infiltrution of the teois, the nission control con-
mander presents the operations briefing, Aircraft assignuents are nade
and the flight is bricfed for the nission,

Thirty minutes prior to londing tirc the LRRP tcaus and their inf
filtration aircrews again get together for final coordination, At this
tiee emergency procedures arce repected -.nd lost minute coordination af-
fected,

Organization for infiltration is «s follows:

Fig #4

Recovery acft

Infiltration 4/C
White 1, 2, 3

arvud A/C

aircraft fly to the arce in fornction at cltitudes 1500 to 2000 feet
absolutv along flight routcs liarked by cosily identified check points,
These check points permit the mission causander to place the flight «t the
release point ot the proper tine and peruit hin the flexibility of releasing
early or late dunending on light conditicns, Chcck points also serve to
twep the flight oricnted and nay be usud as points of rendevous or orbiting
arca upcna coupleticn of the infiltration,

The nission cou..nder ruloeased the sircraft over the prus,;;lectcd o=
lease poinmt and proceeds on course with the reuaining circraft (two re-
covery circraft .nd the armacd hclicopter), The aircraft infiltrating the
teams procced to their R4s and place the teais in the LZs, cither primary
or JJternetes, A reprt of successful infiltr-tiin is i..dc ¢n elinb out
to join the furmwetion ot o presclected orbiting peint, When all circraft
have j.incd up, the flight pr.octeds back to base, If an circraft is forced
down in or shirt of the LZ, the cedll for help is nmade by radic and the cun-
nend and control aircraft with the recovery and arisd asircraft procced



immediately to the 1Z, If personnel are uninjured’ the two rccovery ships
pruceed into the arce for the pick up, escorted and protected by the arned
holicopters, Contr.l and guidance is given by the mission camander over-
head and the crew ond tean are extracted in the two aircraft,

If ¢ne of the infiltration airevaft fails to report successful ine
filtration within five Linutes and there is no respunse to the call fran
the couend and control ship, all aircraft nove to the RZ and prepare for
cnergency extracticn, If light conditions and/or terrain do not pernit
e¢vacuation, the downed crew becuues a part of the LRRP teaw and practice
Escape and vasion with the team until evacuation is accouplished,

The vulnerability of infiltraticn of tewaws is nuit es hazardous cs it
swnds, The aircraft use swall LZs, de not have to tuuch down all the tire,
spend & binimw. aucunt of tine near the ground, and have fiiling light to
hclp cover the appruach to the LZ, Eneny soldiers on the ground in the
vicinity of the LZ ore not usually alerted to the circraft since the low
level approcch is conducted during the final phese, Jungle which affcrds
concenlisent to the cneny 2lso nisks his fires uxcept in the clearings then-
selves, Tone of cxposurc to vaey fire in the LZ is .easured in less than
thirty secoends unless the tew: hos to rappel into the lZ or usc repe ledders,
Huzards to successful cunpletion of a nission of this type uguslly comc
fr.i the terrcin its lr,  Siedl trees, bushes, end vines can daege the
tail retor of the oircraft and wike it uncontrolable, Pilets assigned
infiltration wissions cwst be proficicnt and should be sclected frou cx-
pericnced crows,

THe INFILTHRATION

The crew and tean nenbers accuiplishing o "last light" infiltration
rission ere luncly people, Descending inte foiling light towerd a heavily
can.pivd Jjungle with an unknown number of c¢nuny truups waiting, twenty to
thirty miles decp in cneny territory can ucke anyon: apprehensive and
doubtrul,

The release fron the wajor portion oL the flight is at an altitude
of 1500 to 2000 feet cbsciute and the zircraft descend in varying patterns
to nmislecd any cbscervant Vict Cong on th: nature of its mission, Foiling
light hides the eircraft end its silheu: to daseppears to the ground observer
as it blends int. background hills or jungle conopy.

The finel 3/4 to 1/2 nilc is at tree=tup level, Spceds un this pattern
of flight very fra: 80 to 60 knots with a final flare ncar the clearing or
1z,

The final part of the infiltration ey be & vertical «r a flat approach
depending on the LZ, but cither nust be accauplished with carce and deliber=-
ation, Pilots wust take their time to insurc that nothing du.zges the tail
reter, thit the  ircraft blades will not strike trocs or the slopus of the
hills, and thot the tea. does net have to leap 15 feet to tne greund., The
crow oust watch for the pilot and warn hinm of any obstacles eince ~ll of
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his attention is directed in keeping the aircraft steady.

When all tewaa nonbers arc out, a gunner or crew chief informs the pilot,
Swiftly but cautiously the aircraft leaves the LZ, The aircraft proceeds
along the tree tops until a speed of 70 to 80 knots is reached and then a
quick climb to altitude is accomplished. On clinb cut a report is nade to
the missicn cuamander and the aircraft then joins the flight,

Example #1

In April 1906 in the I Curps Tactical Zone an aircratt infiltrating
a LRRP tean into a mountainwus arca off loaded its team less than 100 meters
frar a group of fifty eneny soldiers. The team nanaged to hide during the
night and evaded thc eneiy until first light the following mcrning when a
successful uxtracticn was c.mpleted, Jungle tu the side of clearing was
extreucly dense and the team was able to take cover and evado'the encly by
reaching this cover in a nattcer of secunds.

Excnple #2

In Scptembor 1966 in the III Corps Tuactical Zene area a team was ine
filtrated intoe o L2 containing an estiuated enciy pletoon in cenouflaged
bunkers, The teanm nmenaged t. reach the jungle's edge and successfully
evaded the pursucrs who ubscrved the infiltration at a distance of less
then 100 neters,

Exanple #3

In March 1966 thrce tcons were being infiltrated in the mountainous
area of vhe I Cerps Tucticod Zune, The infiltration aircraft were relcascd
just price tc last light and procceded toward their respective LZs, While
on short final to the LZ one of the aircraft received autuuctic weapons fire
which struck the cngine chusing an cngine failure, The pilot autcrotated
intc a slope on the side of the hill and all crew ueubers cvacuated the air-
craft along with the LKRP tcam. The piiot radioced for help when hit and
turncd on the anti-c.llisicn light when on the ground,

The cusiend and control aircraft with reccvery ships and arned heli-
copters ruached the area in less than five wuinutes, loceted the downed
aircraft and evecuated the crew and teau nenbers in twe aircraft., The
aircraft wis later destroyed by cueny clernents in the area but there were
no casualtics duc tc encry fire, Terrcin did net pernit the encay in the
arca to reach the cireroft with sufficicmt foree in tinme to cffect the
e¢vacuation although ~ division CP was suspected in the acca,

EXFILTt.TION

Exfiltroticn of the LRRP tean is ncconplished on schedule or duc to
cuergencies, It can be accauplished at any tiwe during the day light hours
if wenther perniits., 4 night cxtraction is possible under certain conditions,
The coisiend for exfiltraticn is given to the aviaticn uissicn cumiander and

™
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once the extractiva is agrced cn, the aviatiin cluient directs the operation,

Norwally the LRRP tean redivs its locativn to the base and the FAC will
prucecd to the tean to keep it under surveillance and provide control of
Air Force fighter bombers if needed and avi.ilable, If extraction of the
tean is desired, the amyy aviation elenents foriu as follows:‘

. 1l Uh-1lD Cowusand and Control Ship
2 UH-1D Recovery Ships
1 UH-1D  Pick up Ship
3 UH-1B Gun Ships

The pick up ship will land and take aboard all of the team merbers,
If the teaw hes becune split or the pick up ship can not land duc to terrain,
two pick up circraft will be designated and they will carry specicl equip=-
ncnt as required. ‘ :

Fig #6 TN
: Air Force
7 J k. J J | Fighter
Ty - FaC ' |, Baubers
] N - 7 1
" +—+

72 Y
Z 7

7 SENYAN

Base

The aviction missicn cussander ccnducts a shert briefing and on cumand
the extracticn foree proceeds directly to the areu, Cuurmnication between
tue hcelicopter and FaC arce ncinteined at all tines «nd if cir strikces are
in progress the extraction force reiiains well cleer of the crea,

If unuy eleicnts hove pressed the tewn toc clesely to pernit the
fighter bombers safc nnresin for conducting a strike, the gunships are turned
over t. the FuC for nplovment while being wenitcored by the caaiand and con-
trol aircraft, Radi. camtuct with the team on the ground koeps the niission
ca.ander infaried of the situction, When conditions perniit the mission
cauuander dircets the recovery airer.ft to crbit ocutside the iaucdicte arca
and proccecds cover the LRHP teau's arca accuepianicd by the pick up aircraft.
The tewn nay be identificd by the FaC diving ot thew, spotting their "doy
glow" ponels, spetting their signaling uirror, or if nccessary having the
teal throw sucke,

When the pick up aircroft sights the teon's lucation the nissicn cone

lander directs the ruwd helicopters to pesitiun thumsclves to protect the
extraction aircreft during the pick up. 1 cnewy fire is pruscnt there way

1
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be delays while the amied helicopters attenpt to neutralize it, If com=- Y
plete noutralization cennct be mede, the crued helicopters will kecp a 74
steady fire on the enery eleuwent while the pick up aircraft proceeds in

to extract the tean, When the team has Lzen extracted all elenents form

on the pick up aircraft in the original forumation and preceed back to base,

If two pick up aircraft are involved, the wmission camander directs the

timing of both pick-ups and continues to keep the armed helicopters in

the suppressive fire rcole,

If the pick up aircraft is downed during the pick-up, the crew becames
the focus of all rescue operaticns and the recovery aircraft rust be utilized.

The folluwing zctions are sequences of events for an extraction:
EXaMFLE #1

During april 1966, in I Courps arca in wountainous terrain, a LRRP tean
requested inmediate extracticn because they hed captured two prisoncrs,
The extracticn force proceeded directly tc the arca and were assisted by
the FAC in lccating the tean, The teaa had beccme split during the capture
of the two prisoners and both (luients were under fire by the cnery., Gun-
ships suppressed fire in the @ rea cround the three tean nembers with the
two prisoners and o successful uxtraction of these persunnel was made near
a road., The other wubers of the tein had been forced to iiwve into heavily
forested jungle tou escape their pucsuers and could not be extracted with-
out special equip.ent, & warine helicopter with a hoist was accampanying
the extraction force and under the protection of the ariied helicopters,
successfully cacplcted the cvecuction fremthe arca. There was ne fire un
the sccond extraction,

LXaMPLE #2

In May 1966, in thc III Corps Tactical Zone in an arca of cleared
terrain, a LRRP obscrved three cuapanics of VO in the open and requested
airstrikes on this clawnt, Uithin twenty iinutes fighter b.orbers were
striking the c¢nuy and it was folt that due to the confusicn ¢nd sceattering
of the ¢nayy by fighter baubers thit the *caan should be extracted,

The extraction force proceeded to the aree but rausined outside the
arva ol the air-strike whilc awaiting . ch.nce to recover the teou, Air
strikes in the area were toking @ heevy ¢ 11 of the cnugy in the open but
the FaC continued to find enciy elawents within 50 t¢ 100 ncters fran where
the teaw wes concenled, st the end of oo 20 to 30 ninute puriod it was de-
cided tu try to extract the tedd since the cnuy wwuld be discrganized,

Thu te s w.s dlucated by terr .in fu:tures anu the pick-up ship accoupanied

by crucd helicopters deshed inte tho creo to .oke the pick=up. & withering
hail c¢f cutwuatic weopons roored out 2t the pick-up ship in its flare prior
to tcuchduwn .nd it ond t.o gunships were hit at appruxinately the saie tine,
The pilst of the pick-up ship fluw the stricken .ireraft out cf the area

and th. aried helicepters roturned to :ltitude. The adr Force .direr:ft ot-
tunpted to annihilate the cnuy taking carc not-to strike the team's lo-
caticn, Napall, CBU, bwbs, rockets, and cannon fire werc distributed

12
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through the areca, after loitering in the area awaiting for the enemy to

be ncutralized, it wos necessary to pruceed back to the base arca to ree

fuel all aircraft, The flight returncd after a 40 nimute delay., The i
supporting airstrike enabled the tewn to breuk away fraa its hiding place

near a road into the jungle and frou this arca they were directed toward

a clearing, It was necussary to huve the tewu throw smoke before it could

be located, The pick-up was succussful and all tean members were extracted

without wounds, Three aircraft received hits but all made it oack to the

base safely.

e

EX.MPLE #3

In August-1966, in the III Curps Tactical Zone in an area of heavily
forested rolling hills, a LRKP tua. requested air assistance and extraction,
The tews had been infiltrated into the middle of a large cnerny bivouac
arca und was surrounded and pinned down, The tean. had lain concealed all
night within the LZ and had been ass.ulted by a line of skirmishers that
had actually run over thaa that norning ercund O400 houre. The tean leader
had becn stepped on by the <ncry without the cnemy realizing it,

Ceilings in the arca were below 400 feet and the mission comander
held the slicks on the ground until it could be determined that the weather
was adequate for the missiun. Armed helicopters cccumpanied the C&C circraft.,
The fighter buubers over heau could not nike zirstrikes so the C&C directed
the ermed lielicopters to toke their targets from the FaC at the sine time
calling fci' the rost w1 the flight (slicks) to procecd to the area,

Radio contact with the tcan revealed that one member of the tean was
missing, Efforts to iccate hin by the team were fruitless but the FAC
spotted him lcss then 1ifty meters away fron the cther tean nembers, Fire
was 80 intense that they were unable to join up with this wman, The armed
helicopters cngaged the encmy in and around the team with rockets and
uzchine guns suppressing the fire enwugh for the pick-up ship to cuie in
and recover five nerbers of the tean, This aircraft toock fire frai scveral
directicns but wes not hit,

A recove. 7 aircraft with special cquipnent (McGuire Rig) was sent in
but the fucl werning light came on at this tiw cnd it was directed to pro-
cced back to base, The mission caumander directed the second recovery air-
craft with spccial equipent into the ercee for the pick-=up of the lone
teon maber ond a successful extraction was acconiplished,

At this time (1 + 30 ndinutes later) air Force baubers were able tc be
uscd since the ceiling was higher, With the tean removed, arce fire wes
puesible «nd 24 sorties were flown by fightcr buabers. Enoly casualtities
were estimated at 135 KBa (air Force estimated),

SPECIL.L TECHNIQUES & LOUIPMoNT FOR LiRP

Torrain conditiuns in Victnan require that personnel hove neans of
infiltrating ond oxfiltrating areas that will not pernit touchdown by

18
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hclicopters, There are several techniques to accomplish this und the
following have buen used successfully for several nonths,

R#PPELING (1NFILTRATIUN)

Rappeling from the helicopter is accouplished by personnel descending
on ropes to the ground with the helicopter at a hovers Rappeling can be
accomplished frum almost any height above the ground but since the nylon
clinbing rope issued by the sruy is in lenghts of 120 feet the distance to
the ground should be 20 to 80 fcet,

7
TIE DOWN FOr RoPPuLING ™ 1

The "Swiss Sect Rappel" is norwelly used and it requirces precision
training, Untrained troops cannct use this uethod of exit,

Although it is possible to rappel all ricubers of the team frum the
sone helicopter, troops nust be stageered in their exit so they do not
collide with unc ancther Jduring the descent,

PILOT TECHNIQULS

The pilct should use triu control cnd be coreful noet to over control,
He will have to neke pressure corrcetions for the changes in weight shifts
during the ruzppeling cnd should keep his position es st.ble ¢s possible,
An 2id used to wcinteining stetion is trees or terrain clise by and attenpt
to stay stotionary in rol tionship to then,

Since the circraft is hovering out of ground offect, density attitude
will bu critic..l und the shifting, jerking noveisnts of the descending
treups will require delicete handling on the port of the pilot,

This nethod of infiltrotion cin be accuawplished safely when Lé's are
sceured or frcee fraa observetion of the cnemy, It is o satisfactory wethod
of entry where the jungle cover nasks the enwiy; however, the long cxposure
time is hazerdius .nd it shculd be uraloyed with carc,

ROPL LaDDERL:

These ladders cre fobricated fru. nylon rope and ictal tubes, and are

19
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nornally 50 to 60 feet in length and can be rolled into a bundle about cne
foot wide and 14 tu 18 inches thick., They are rapidly empluyed and can be
used on either side of the ..ircraft or both sides at once,

If the aircraft is hovering out of ground effect unly one rope ladder
should be cuployed at a time since the weight of the six (6) personnel is
excessive .nd c.n cause loss of control and settling, In ground effect
(15 to 20 feet) the aircraft will nornally perfori well with personnel
boarding from both sides., No more than three men should ever be on one
ladder because cyclic cuntrol will be lost, It takes @ wan in extra-fine
physical condition to climb 40 feet of rope ladder as mwust of the weight
is on his arws. The ladder noves out in front of hin and it is exhausting
work, Pilots wust be cxcepticnally careful in their control movenents when
personncl are ascending or descending rope loddaw since noveents of the
aircraft nicke the task harder., It is possible to fly out with personnel
on the ledders in the cvent of cnay fire, This technique has been used
but it is dengerous tc the personnel since the rope ladder is subject to
higher weight loading than it is designed for and the instebility due to
twisting wnd turning caused by forward speed of the helicopter nay dis-
lodge the nen cn the ludder.

If this is necess:ry, the tew. (3 wen) fusten thausclves to the rungs
of tre ludder with a snap link connecting the ladder and their web equipuent.,
This prevides sane protection from falling off the ludder but it is minimum.
If the aircratt wust 1ift cut with personnel on the ladder, it uust be done
slowly and verticildly to insure the ladder dws not catch in trees, The
pilot then flies ot spceds belew 50 knots and lands as soon as possible to
transfer the psople from the reopes into the helicopter,

The disadventege of the repe lodder nicke it @ poor substitute for
other nmethads,

The McGuire Rig is o device invented by Master Sergeant kMeGuire, a
ferier waber of Ll tee s, Yhis device is climbing rope with a canvas
sling ¢nd @ trapeze wrist ilock tor litting perscnncl cut of heevy jungle
by hclicopter, horuclly vhree rigs cuspusc one set wnd three people erc
lifted ot one tiue,

This device n.o buen wed pucrous tinws in sofely extracting personnel
end thoere has never becrt onaceddent,

F1GUrE 9
Perscnnel on the ground to be extractud uc not require ary cquipient
but nLust be previuusly troeined in the usc of the McGuire Rig, It is not

couplicated but ducs reguire fasdiliarity with its usc,

The pilot hovers cver the personncl to be extracted :nd drops the device,
The nen cn the ground pl co thewscelves in the sling and place their left
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hand or wrist in the wrist bund un the upper left side of the sling., 4ll
untwine their arms together and then hold the slack of the sling up until
the pilot takes vut the sluck in the rope and 1ifts them off the ground.

The pilot mointuins & speud not to cxceed 50 knots but may fly for
long distunces without wurrying about the personnel on the rige The ride
is not uncumfortable or tiring, wind resistance is not bothersome to men
1riding, after forward spued is attained there is very little turning or
twisving, Flights of twent; minutes duration huve been accomplished with
this device, & well tr. ined group on the ground cen be extracted in less
than two minutes end there «re no control probleris since the weight is
uniform .nd only fult when the initiul 1ift is mede,

It is necessary to cirry @ man in the helicopter to throw out the rig
and tell thu pilot when Lo 1ift, descend, muve forwerd or buckward; however,
a crew chief or gunner con perform these duties,

HOISTS

Recently the UH-LD has becn autherized o "Hoist" th.t can be quickly
installed in the cargo couupartient to give the UH-1D a similar cep:bility
s rescue helicopters, This hoist h.s the folluwing characteristics:

600 puunds capacity
100 feet per minute
120 fect length

Instcllca in minutes

This hoist will permit individuual extraction and infiltration cf
perscenuel und be of great volue, There are nwacrous times when the terrain
is to close to use the McGuire kig ..nd for the rccovery of wounded personncl
1t wculd be priceless,

Tactics for the use of this device would be the some as for recovery
with the c¢ther equipaont mmtioned nd it woeuld odd to the flexibility of
the Lireralt supperviig Lorg, tioow s Bee o siserrce Petrll Teams,

GulERaAL

The deviees and technicuus mentioned hive all been empicyeu safely
end pilots in the bitt 1ion bve Lo @ ne difficulty in learning to usc
them, They arce not foil-s:oic; acuweveir, and they weuld be exiremely dongerous
in the event of o forced landing. st prescnt there is no methed known
where the personncl under the helicopter could be saved if the circraft wes
furced dewn with conplite ongine failure.

The pilots cre instructed to atteupt to wokc a hovering cutorctation
to the side to wvoid cuuing duwn on the tein but the cnly means of possibly
saving personiil riding below the helicopter in an cuto-rotetion w.uld be
a flare at 100 to 150 feut, cutting them loose and then zuto r.t :ting fur<
ther with the roicaning nPM,  Ne one hes dene this - nd it can not be prac-
ticed.
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Although extractions by iwpe Ladder, MeGuire Rig, and Hoist have been
made under enemy fire, it is a critical situation because of the high ex-
posure time, Rope ladders require menh almost three minutes to climb twenty
feet; McGuire Rig extraction normally takes up to two minutes from the time
the aircraft comes to a hover until it 1lifts half of the team out; and the
Hoist Operations may take as much as five minutes for a six man group,

When these devices are used, armed helicopters must give maximum
protection and may be required to expose themselves more than in the ground
support mission, The enemy must be neutralized or driven away from the
immediate area to allow the extraction to be successful,

This report was prepared by Major William P, Griffin, Commanding Officer,

281st Assault Helicopter Company. This companies operates under the
operational control of Sth Special Forces Group, Nha Trang, RVN,
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