UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD246490

NEW LIMITATION CHANGE

TO
Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM
Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; JUN 1960.
Other requests shall be referred to Air
Force Wright Air Development Division,
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433.

AUTHORITY

asd, usaf 1ltr 6 aug 1974

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

D R4 9

- DEFENSE DOCUMENTATION CENTER

FOR
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION

CAMERON STATION ALEXANDRIA. YIRGINIA

UNCLASSIFIED



, -
pe Jo¥ e

S

““NOTICE: When go*igrment' or other drawings, speci-
_ fications or other data are used for any purpose

other than in coanection with a definitely related
govirnment procurement operation, the U. S.
Government thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any
obligation whatsoever; and the fact that the Govern-
ment may have formilated, furnished, or in any way
supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other
data is not to be regarded by implication or other-
vise as in any manner licensing the holder or any
other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any
patented invention that may in any way be related
thereto.



&NADD TECHNICAL REPORT 60-200

N

ANALYSIS OF HEAVY-DUTY
PARACHUTE RELIABILITY

Robert W. Jailer
Gerald Freilich
Monroe L. Norden

American Power Jet Company

55

JUNE 1960

o
w
—
-
‘,a-'

*Y@;\
%oy [IPDR _d}

¥

WRIGHT AIR DEVELOPMENT DIVISION



WADD TECHNICAL REPORT 60-200

ANALYSIS OF HEAVY-DUTY
PARACHUTE RELIABILITY

Robert W. ’Jailer
Gerald Freilich
Monroe L. Norden

American Power Jet Company
Ridgefield, New Jersey

JUNE 1960

Flight Accessories Laboratory

Contract No. AF 33(616)-6544
Project No. 8151
Task No. 61052

WRIGHT AIR DEVELOPMENT DIVISION
AIR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

200 — November 1960 — 10-471



FOREWORD

This report was prepar:d by a task team of the American
Power Jet Company, Ridgefield, New Jersey, under the supervi-
sion of George Chernowitz, Technical Director. The work was
administered by the Advanced Technology Section, Aerodynamic
Decelerator Branch, Flight iccessories Laboratory, Directorate
of Advanced Systems Technology, Wright Air Development Division,
under Contract No. AF 33(616)-6544, 'Study, Reliability Deter-
.mination for Heavy-Duty Parachute Systems.'" Mr. J. DeWeese
was the WADD Project Engineer.

The assistance and cooperation of Mr. DeWeese, Mr. Alfons
Hegele, and of other personnel of the Aerodynamic Decelerator
Branch are gratefully acknowledged. Thanks are also due for
the cooperation of the personnel of the Military and Industrial
organizations listed in Appendix D.

WADD TR 60-200 ii



ABSTRACT

This report presents a model for the computation of heavy-
duty parachute system reliability based on the reliability of
the individual components and sub-components of the system and
the operdtional reliability of the system as a whole. The
model is applicable to the estimation of system reliability in
field use; it can be applied at any desired phase in the develop-
ment of the system.

Methods of selecting the applicable terms for the model
for a specific parachute system, and the details of computa-
tion of component reliability values from various types of
field use, laboratory test, and engineering data to a pre-
selected confidence coefficient are presented. A worked ex-
ample of a reliability analysis of a hypothetical parachute
system is used to illustrate the application of the method.

Numerical results of reliability analyses of parachute
packing, reefing line cutter performance, and some solid fabric
canopies, and data’on parachute materials strength tests usable
in the analysis are included. The mathematical derivation of
the reliability methodology is presented in an appendix.

PUBLICATION REVIEW

This report has been reviewed and is approved.

W ‘
GEORGE A.“SOLT, JR. ‘
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

The study upon which this report is based was undertaken
to develop a method for determining the reliability of heavy-
duty parachute systems. The method of reliability analysis
resulting from this work is intended for use as a tool of the
parachute design and development agency. Within the framework
established by the project directives, the study is pointed
toward the assessment of the reliability of the fully developed
parachute system in its field use application.

The first portion of this report deals with the develop-
ment of a reliability concept applicable to the evaluation of
parachute performance. This is followed by discussions of the
reliability model developed, means of applying the model to
specific parachute systems, and the methods for evaluating the
individual terms in the model. The method of application of
the model to the analysis of the reliability of a parachute
system is illustrated by a worked example, using a hypothetical
parachute system. Numerical data on observed failure rates and
the results of reliability analyses of specific parachute com-
ponents, data on parachute materials strength, and a detailed
discussion of the mathematical methods developed are presented
in three appendixes.

The term '"reliability' is used in this report in its com-
monly accepted sense: it refers to an inverse measure of the
expected failure rate, that is, to the figure obtained by sub-
tracting the expected rate of failure of a system from unity.
The important concept here is the use of the term "expected"
rate of failure'". The calculated reliability of a system
cannot be used to forecast, on an absolute basis, the perform-
ance of a single example of that system in a single use. It
gives the '"odds'", but does not foretell the result of any
single event. It refers to the rate of successful uses to be
expected when a large number of identical systems &re used,
or when a given system is used a large number of times, although
in the case of the single-use parachute systems considered here,
the former statement is the applicable one.

Manuscript released by the Authors 30 June 1960 for publication
as a WADD Technical Report.
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The rationale used in developing the reliability model in
this study assumes that the parachute system is to be evaluated
after (1) it has been through its preliminary design stages,

(2) a minimum number of models have been built and tested, (3)
the results of these testshave been evaluated, and necessary
design changes made, (4) modified models have been fabricated
and tested, design faults found have been corrected, and revised
models tested until the design can be finalized, and (5) a
limited number of final models are fabricated and tested to
demonstrate the adequacy of the final design.

Because of these assumptions, the reliability model pre-
sented is most useful in forecasting the performance of the
parachute system after the development process is completed.

" The type of development process assumed will ''shake out'" major
design errors, both in materials choice and component arrange--
ment. Thus, the factors which contribute to "unreliability"
in the final parachute design will be due to '"chance' human
and material deficiencies, and hence will be susceptible to
probability analyses.

The reliability of a parachute system in field use must
be relatively high; since the factors which tend to reduce
reliability are found and corrected during development, the
reliability trend during the development process must be one
of continuous increase. Thus, while the application of any
reliability model to the determination of system reliability
at any intermediate phase in the development process is pos-
sible, the value of the results so obtained will be only
transitory.

For these reasons, the reliability model developed in
this study has been pointed primarily at the determination of
the performance of the final product of the parachute system
design process. It may be used to forecast this final reli-
ability at any stage in the development. The confidence which
may be placed in the accuracy of the reliability calculated,
of course, will be greater as the development process pro-
gresses and more information on the system is available for
the evaluation of the model. .

The parachute system reliability model presented in this
report is completely general, and can be applied to any type
of parachute system. However, in the development of the data
necessary to apply it, this study has been pointed specifically
toward the evaluation of heavy-duty parachute system reliabil-
ity. Thus, to use the model to evaluate the reliability of
other types of parachute systems, it will be necessary to
develop additional data, chiefly on the performance of the
system components and the materials used in their fabrication.
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In addition, it will be necessary to introduce a "wear out”
factor for those systems in which the parachutes may be sub-
jected to repeated use,
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SECTION 2
APPLICATION OF RELIABILITY CONCEPT TO PARACHUTE SYSTEMS

In the development of a reliability model for a parachute
system, it is necessary to choose, within rather narrow limits,
the boundaries defining the system, the use conditions under
which its reliability will be considered, and the measures of
success in the parachute mission. In the first place, it is
necessary to know the exact points in the rather complex
sequence of parachute system operation at which the reliabil-
ity computations begin to apply and that point at which they
cease to apply. Further, if the reliability statement com-
puted is to be meaningful, it is necessary to specify the
limits of applicability of the system with respect to the
physical conditions of use: deployment speed and altitude,
load, aircraft maneuvers, etc. Finally, a definition of suc-
cess or failure of the parachute mission is necessary as a
yardstick upon which to base the computation of system relia-
bility.

2.1 Limits of Applicability

In the application of the generalized reliability model
developed in this study to the specific problem of the heavy-
duty parachute system, the parachute system performance has
been considered from the start of its deployment to the
instant of touchdown (or upon reaching its equilibrium veloc-
ity). Thus, the operation of the device which releases the
parachute from the aircraft, and the nperation of the ground
disconnect device, if any, are not considered in the study of
the reliability of the parachute system.

Further, in those cases in which the parachute is deployed-
automatically from a compartment in the load, the study does
not consider the design of the parachute compartment, nor of
the explosive-operated or other device which effects the open-
ing of this compartment so that parachute deployment may be
initiated.

The above are the system boundaries specified for this
study by project directives. If desired, the reliability
model can readily be expanded to include other aspects of the
parachute system use, including the pre-release operations in
the aircraft and the process of touchdown and canopy discon-
nect where applicable.

WADD TR 60-200 4



In assessing the reliability of any system, it is neces-
sary to define the conditions of system use under which the
reliability is to be computed. Thus, in the consideration of
a parachute system, maximum load, maximum deployment speed,
minimum (and possibly maximum) altitude, allowable aircraft
maneuvers, and other factors, under certain conditions, must
be defined in order to provide a basis for the computations.
If the parachute system is used under less severe conditions,
its reliability may, and probably will, be higher than when
in use under maximum allowable stress. If it is used under
more severe conditions, the reliability will probably decrease
as the severity of the use increases, to a point at which the
system fails so frequently as to be unusable.

Thus, any reliability figures which may be developed as
a result of the work described herein should be regarded as
an indication of the performance of a system when it is used
under its design conditions. 1If the conditions of use are
less severe than those upon which the calculations are based,
the figures may be regarded as minimum reliability. In the
case of system use beyond the design limits, the reliability
computations based on design limits will not apply.

One additional set of factors which affect the reliabil-
ity of parachute systems, to some extent at least, are the
atmospheric conditions under which they are used. Rain, snow,
gusts (both horizontal and vertical) and other meteorological
phenomena undoubtedly have some effect on the success of para-
chute missions during which they occur. However, if such
factors were included in a reliability model designed for
routine use in forecasting parachute system performance on a
world-wide basis, they would complicate the computational
process to the point at which the utility of the method would
become open to question. Consequently, consideration of the
effects of weather conditions upon parachute reliability has
been omitted in this study, although the general model developed
can be wed to calculate their effect if adequate data and
computational effort can be made available.

2.2 Measures of Success

In order to apply the concept of reliability to the use
of a specific parachute mission, it is necessary to have a firm
definition of success, and hence of '"failure'", of the mission.
Obviously, for parachute use in general, the measure of suc-
cess is the safe delivery of the load to the desired point.
This, however, is not an adequate definition for the purposes
of this study; two questions arise: (1) What is '"safe delivery"
in the use of a heavy-duty parachute system in delivering a
weapon? and (2) How close to the aim point must the load touch
down?

WADD TR 60-200 5



For the usual type of cargo parachute use, these questions
are related. Safe delivery depends on the rate of descent
being within certain limits, and the trajectory of the system
depends on the rate of descent. 1In the case of the heavy-duty
parachute system, the problem of safe delivery is really one
of meeting trajectory requirements. Since the type of load
delivered may not require pin-point accuracy, there is usually
more or less of a range of descent rates which will result in
adequate system.performance.

In order to avoid the complexities of calculating the
effects of various possible types of events during the deploy-
ment of the parachute system on the descent rate and landing
point, a somewhat different approach to the definition of a
successful heavy-duty parachute system mission has been taken
herein. For the purposes of evaluation of the reliability
model, a parachute failure is defined as the failure of any
portion of the parachute construction which will cause an
unsuccessful drop, or as a use in which the parachute packing
process was improperly performed, so that the parachute deploys
in such a manner as to cause failure of the mission,

There are two requirements for the use of this type of
criterion of mission success: first, it is necessary to
evaluate human performance in parachute packing, and second,
it is necessary for the agency doing the evaluation to estab-
lish its own criteria of what constitutes failure of the
specific parachute system under evaluation.

The first of these problems has been met by a statistical
study of the parachute packing failure rate for various types
of systems. The second involves no major complications. The
evaluation of parachute system reliability is basically an
engineering problem, and requires that the engineer understand
the operation and construction of the system. Thus, he is in
the best position to determine which portions of the construc-
tion are critical in the success of the system, and to choose
his failure criteria accordingly. Failure criteria chosen in
this manner are tailored for the specific parachute system
under evaluation; they will undoubtedly produce better results
than a rigid set of failure criteria set up for application to
all possible parachute systems.

2.3 Summary

The reliability model developed in-this study is appli-
cable to the evaluation of the overall expected rate of suc-
cessful use of a heavy-duty parachute system, within the
framework of the definition of success established by the
evaluating agency, under the following conditions:
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1. Only the parachute system itself is evaluated
(deployment initiation devices and ground dis-
connects are excluded).

2. The parachute system is used within its design
limits.

3. The parachute system is a single-use system.
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SECTION 3
DEVELOPMENT OF THE RELIABILITY MODEL

There are a number of approaches which may be taken to
the determination of the reliability of various types of sys-
tems; a considgrable volume of material has been published on
the subject.lL_/ However, most of the work in the field of
reliability has been pointed specifically toward the problems
of electronic circuitry, or similarly complex systems, in which
the mode of failure is primarily time-based. Thus, the reli-
ability of an electronic circuit is principally a measure of
the probability of its successful operation for a given period
of time.

Heavy-duty parachute systems, on the other hand, are only
required to operate once, and from a practical viewpoint, are
likely to fail (within the framework of the definition of
failure outlined in the previous section) only during the
deployment and opening process., Thus, time-based reliability
models, based on testing equipment to failure or Bo a specific
number of cycles of usage (the life test approach,/) do not
generally apply to the present problen.

There are other means of determining the reliability of
systems which may be applicable to heavy-duty parachute sys-
tems. In general, these are based on trials of a number of
systems (or the components of systems), rather than repeated
or continuous trials of the same system or small groups of
systems. Some of these methods are discussed below.

3.1 Overall Reliability Approach

The least complex approach to the study of the reliabil-
ity of a single-use system consists of testing a number of
systems to determine the failure rate of the sample, and pro-
jecting this rate, with allowance for an adequate confidence
coefficient, as the failure rate of all systems made to the
same specifications. In the application of this approach to
heavy-duty parachute systems there are two possible results
to each test: pass or fail. Thus, the failure rate is binom-
ially distributed, and the reliability of the system (failure
rate subtracted from 9nity) can be calculated readily from the
sample test results.%

WADD TR 60-200 8



In presenting the failure rate (or the reliability) cal-
culated in this manner, good statistical practice requires
that two figures be given, the computed expected failure rate
and the confidence coefficient of this rate, for example:

"An expected failure rate of 0.001 (or a re11ab111ty of 0.999)
at a 90% confidence coefficient." This statement may be
interpreted in the following manner: If a large number of sets
of samples are tested, it will be found that the reliability
of the systems in the sets will be 0,999 at least 90% of the
time.

The reasoning behind the formulation of the reliability
or failure rate statement in this manner is based on the fact
that the statement made is applied to all the systems con-
structed (or to be constructed) to the given specification, -
while only a portion of the total number manufactured (or to
be manufactured) were actually used in the test. Thus, the
reservation about the calculated reliability stated in the
confidence coefficient allows for the fact that, by accident,
the proportion of failures in the sample tested may not be
completely representative of the proportion of failures which
will occur when all the systems manufactured are used.

In calculating system reliability by this method from a
given series of test results, the confidence coefficient used
must be selected by the evaluating agency. Any desired con-
fidence coefficient may be used in the calculation, although
in practice the choice of a 100% level will not give meaning-
ful results for reasons discussed below. In the choice of a
confidence coefficient for the calculations, it must be
realized that the higher the confidence coefficient used; the
lower the reliability (or the higher the failure rate), and
vice versa. This is illustrated in Figure 1, which presents
two sets of curves for the same series of tests, one for a
90% confidence coefficient and the other for 99% confidence.
It can be seen that the reliability calculated at the lower
confidence coefficient will be greater than that calculated
at the higher coefficient, although the two values tend to
become closer with a large number of tests.

The choice of a confidence coefficient for reliability
calculations in practical cases tends to be dictated by the
amount of test data available for study. Unless the test
data can be obtained from trials of the system made for pur-
poses other than reliability testing, the cost of doing the
testing is probably the controlling factor in the choice of
confidence coefficient. Figure 2 is a generalized plot of
the relative cost of reliability testing versus the confidence
coefficient. It can be seen that the major increase in cost
begins at about the 90% confidence coefficient, and that by
working at this level, the evaluating agency gets the greatest
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return for the amount of money spent. Obviously, 100% confi-
dence has no real meaning in this concept, since its achieve-
ment requires an infinite number of tests. That is, to
achieve 100% confidence in a reliability statement requires
knowledge of the results of every use of the system, includ-
ing advance knowledge of future uses.

When the problem of determining the reliability of heavy-
duty parachute systems is considered, from a confidence co-
efficient viewpoint, the information presented in Figure 1
becomes the key issue. Even if no failures whatsoever are
encountered in testing, over twenty systems must be tested to
be sure of 0.9 reliability at a 90% confidence coefficient.
If assurance of 0.98 reliability is desired at a 90% confi-
dence coefficient, about 100 systems must be tested without
failure. If greater confidence in the results is desired,
e.g. 99%, about 50 systems must be tested without failures
to assure 0.9 reliability; the testing of 100 systems will
assure only about 0.93 reliability.

If the reliability model is to be applied to a system
under development, to forecast its performance when it reaches
the field-use stage, it is doubtful whether adequate use data
would be available for such computations. The data needed
are the results of tests of the system in its final configu-
ration. Thus, data on development test series during which
the system configuration is changed to eliminate defects are
not applicable, both because of difference in the physical
make-up of the parachute system and because of possible dif-
ferences in the use conditions,

Use data on the final configuration of the system are
rarely available in any quantity, even at the end of the
development phase., Indeed, when the applications of the
heavy-duty parachute system are considered, it can be seen
that the generation of sufficient use data for the type of
reliability computation described above is very unlikely,
even after the system has been developed for field use.

For any item as complex and as expensive to test as a
heavy-duty parachute system, the number of tests required for
reliability computations by the method described above is
obviously excessive. By the use of sequential analysis,§;z/
the number of tests which must be performed for a given con-
fidence coefficient can be reduced tg gyme extent (under
certain conditions by as much as 50%2:Y/), but the amount of
testing required for this type of analysis is still quite
expensive,
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The applicability of this type of analysis to the heavy-~
duty parachute reliability problem comes in the study of indi-
vidual component reliability (see below), when certain components
of the heavy-duty system (e.g., reefing line cutters, solid
canopies) for which exiensive use data are available are also
used in other parachute systems.

3.2 Component Reliability Approach

The overall approach to system reliability discussed above
considers the parachute system as a unit, and measures its
reliability by measuring the performance of the whole systen.
The component approach to system reliability, on the other
hand, measures the reliability of each component of the systen,
and computes the reliability of the compliete system from the
reliability of its components and the operational reliability
of the combination of components. The advantage of the com-
ponent approach is that it can utilize laboratory test data,
engineering computations, or actual field use experience with
identical components in other systems to compute the reliabil-
ity of the complete system, without requiring extensive test-
ing of the entire system, '

3.2.1 Basic Concept

The basic mathematical model describing the component
reliability method is '

R-= Rp.Rc; ...Rc N
where ‘
R = System reliability
Rp = Operational reliability
RCl"'RCn = Reliability of individual components.

In this model, the term 'reliability' has its usual meaning,
R = (1-F), where F represents the failure rate.

The operatiocnal reliability term in this model represents
the rate of failure which can be expected because parachute
system components must function in a specific manner and in a
specific sequence during deployment and inflation of each of
the individual canopies in the system. The component terms,
on the other hand, represent the rate of failure which can be-
expected to result from inherent weaknesses of each of the
components of the system. Together, these have been taken as
the total significant causes of failure in a parachute systemn.
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3.2.2 Data Required

To use the above model in a practical evaluation of para-
chute reliability, it is necessary to develop methods of eval-
uating the specific terms in the model.

Actually, there are two types of terms to be evaluated,
those representing the reliability of the individual parts of
the system (the number of terms required, of course, will de-
pend on the characteristics of the system being studied --
see next section) and the term which represents the reliability
of the operation of these parts as a system.

3.2.2.1 Component Terms. In evaluating the component
reliability terms, three possible approaches to the calcula-
tion of the probability of failure of a given component have
been studied. The preferable method of calculation utilizes
test data on the component generated in its use in other para-
chute systems, or by deliberate testing, laboratory or field,
to provide a basis for calculation. The second type of calcu-
lation utilizes data on the stresses on various components of
the parachute system derived from instrumented drop tests and
data on the strength of the materials from which the component
is constructed to compute the probability of component failure.
The third, and least preferable, approach utilizes engineering
computations on the expected stresses on the various portions
of the component, together with the data on the strength of the
component materials, to compute the potential failure rate.

3.2.2.2 Operational Term. In developing a method for
evaluating the operational term, the parachute deployment pro-
cess was studied, considering the fact that the reliability
computations represent the performance of the parachute system
after a field test and redesign process which should correct
any avoidable operational difficulties. The results of this
work indicate that what are here called cperational failures,
in field use, will be caused by human error in the parachute
packing process, since the parachute development process-will
result in a product which will function properly if (1) it is
used under its design conditions, (2) no materiel failures
occur, and (3) the parachute is packed properly. The basic
assumptions under which the reliability of the system is
studied assume that condition (1) will be true. Failures due
to materials (component failures) are considered separately.
Thus, from a practical viewpoint, the operational failure term
can be evaluated, based on the rate of human error in the
parachute packing process.
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The details of the calculation of component reliability
by each of the three methods, and the computation of parachute
packing (operational) reliability are covered in the next
section of this report.
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SECTION 4
EVALUATION OF COMPONENT RELIABILITY MODEL

The problem of computing "exact' values of the reliabil-
ity of a heavy-duty parachute system with any type of a model
is a complex one; in general, to obtain "best' estimates of
reliability requires extremely heavy computation. However,
mathematically sound techniques of approximation exist, which,
if properly applied to the component reliability model, will
yield quite satisfactory estimates of reliability with a sig-
nificant easing of the computational load. The latter approach
is the one followed in the subsequent discussion.

4.1 Selection of Component Terms

As a first step in the analysis of parachute system reli-
ability with the component model, the complete system must be
subdivided into simpler independent component systems, each of
which is subject to reliability analysis as a unit. The esti-
mates of component reliabilities thus established are then
combined to give the overall reliability. Of course, a con-
siderable amount of judgment must be applied in the subdivision
of the parachute system into components; the minimum number of
components for which failure rates can be computed is the most
desirable result. The components chosen should be independent
entities with respect to their possible modes of failures in
the use of the system.

Component reliabilities will vary over a broad range;
obviously those components with very high reliability will not
affect the overall reliability of the system to any significant
degree if components of lower reliability are also present.
(Since the numerical values of reliability may range from zero
to unit, it is obvious that the lowest component reliabilities
will have the greatest effect on the overall system reliability.
For example, if the system is composed of three components with
reliabilities of .999, .999, and .900 respectively, the overall
reliability -- .999 x .999 x .900 —- will be .898, which dif-
fers by only two tenths of one percent from the value for the
lowest component, .900.)

It is obvious that a parachute system will have a rela-
tively large number of components, some of which, such as the
canopy, will have a large number of subcomponents. Any of
these components or subcomponents may cause failure of the
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system if the component or subcomponent fails. If all compo-
nents and subcomponents are analyzed for reliability, a very
large amount of effort is required. Much of this may be eli-
minated, however, by a preliminary analysis to determine the
components and subcomponents most likely to fail under normal
load. These, of course, will have the lowest reliability,
while the components which are least likely to fail will have
the highest reliability.

Thus, in the early stages of the analytical effort, the
classification of all components of the system into two major
groups, highly reliable and less reliable, can facilitate the
computation of the overall reliability by eliminating many
terms which do not contribute materially to the magnitude or
accuracy of the final result.

It is not possible to write hard-and-fast rules for the
classification of parachute system components in this process.
The experience and judgment of the engineer evaluating the
system is the key factor in making such decisions. In general
failures which will affect mission success of hardware items,
deployment bags, reefing lines, break cords, radial canopy
reinforcements, and some other components (in field-use, pro-
perly packed parachute systems used under their design condi-
tions), appear to be so rare as to be generally negligible,
although exceptions may occur in parachute systems of unusual
design. On the other hand, consideration of the failure rates
of such components as risers, bridles, suspension lines, reef-
ing line cutters, mechanical disconnect systems, etc. will
probably be required with much greater frequency.

The optimum procedure recommended, following the defini-
tion of the components of the system, is a preliminary quali-
tative analysis of the system to select those components known
to be very highly reliable and those known to be of marginal
reliability. The middle-range components can then be subjected
to a rough quantitative analysis to eliminate other highly
reliabie items from consideration. The remainder of the com-
ponents, and those deemed marginal by solely qualitative con-
siderations, make up the group for which component reliabili-
ties must be computed. :

4.2 Computation of Operational Reliability

To illustrate the concept of reliability and its computa-
tion, the specific concept of operational reliability, that
is, of the parachute packing reliability, which will probably
be one of the more important factors in the overall result,
will be considered here in detail. Suppose that on the basis
of past experience with parachutes similar to the one under
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study, there were Fp packing failures in N observed parachute
pPackings. On the basis of these empirical data, an estimate
of the reliability of packing this type of parachute, to be
denoted by Rp, is desired. The maximum likelihood estimate
of Rp is given by

P =3-_F 2)

However, it is quite possible that the '"true'" reliability -
(that is, the reliability for a very large number of packings)
is either less or greater than this maximum likelihood esti-
mate. To handle this situation, a more refined measure of
reliability is needed. Roughly speaking, if an estimate of
the reliability of a system is made, there is associated with
that estimate a probability of the estimate being incorrect.
The lower the estimate of the reliability (expressed as a
probability of 'at least™ a given fraction of successes), the
higher is the probability of the estimate being correct. The
estimate of the reliability will be denoted in the present
case by Rp ; the probability of the estimate being correct
will be chifed the confidence coefficient (denoted by g). A
probabilistic interpretation of these concepts is that if in
many empirical studies with F, failures out of a total of N
cases, the reliability is estimated to be at least Rp,6g, then
the estimate will be correct on the average of at least g
(percent) of the time.*/

In order to compute Rp g, it must be recalled that if the
"true" reliability is R, then in a single packing the probabil-
ity of failure is (1-R) and the probability of success is R.
Using the binomial distribution, the probability of Fp or less
failures in N packings is given by

2
2‘ N @a-mi gt (3)
i! (N-1)!

¥/ In the literature, the concept is usually stated in terms
of the statement being correct on the average of exactly
g (percent) of the time; the modification here presented
is for purposes of flexibility in using approximations.
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As R decreases, the expression in formula (3) also de-
creases. The estimate Rp g will be that value of R which
causes formula (3) to be equal to 1l-g, for then the probabil-
ity of obtaining more than F, failures in N tests will be g.
If F, is small while N is large (that is, if there are not
many packing failures in a large number of parachute uses),
the Poisson approximation to the binomial distribution may
be used. This may all be summarized by the equation

F

P
1-g = E N @-r)i gN-i (4a)
i! (N-i)!
i=o0
F
P
i i -N@-R
~ g N (-R) e (-0 (4b)
i!
i=o .

When R g is computed from equation (4), it is then possible
to stage that the reliability lies between Rp, and 1 with
the assurance of being correct given by the confidence co-

efficient g.

To facilitate computation of R to a given confidence co-
efficient, Table I may be used. The value in the table for
the observed number of failures in the column headed by the
desired confidence coefficient is divided by the total number
of trials to obtain the expected failure rate. Subtracting
this rate from unity gives the desired reliability at the
confidence coefficient used.*/

Further discussion of parachute packing reliability and
the results of the analysis of available parachute packing
failure data by these methods are presented in Appendix A.

*/ It should be noted that the values given in Table I are

~ based on the approximate form, Equation 4b. Thus, it is
applicable to cases in which ten or more items are tested,
and in which the ratio of failures to trials is no greater
than 0.2 (not more than 2 failures in 10 trials). Beyond
this limit the exact form, Equation 4a, should be use&lfzz/
Tables are available to facilitate such computations.==:="<Z
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Table I. Table of Values for Computing Reliability to a
Selected Confidence Coefficient From a Series
of TrialslO

No.of Confidence Coefficient

Fail--
ures 90% 94% 95% 96% 96.5% 97.5% 98% 98.7% 99%

0 2.28 2.94 3.00 3.22 3.37 3.68 3.87 4.36 4.58
1 3.89 4.68 4.74 5.02 5.19 5.56 5.79 6.36 6.61
2 5.32 6.22 6.30 6.61 6.80 7.21 7.46 8.10 8.38
3 6.68 7.67 7.75 8.09 8.30 8.75 9.03 9.71 10.0
4 7.99 9.07 9.15 9.52 9.74 10.2 10.5 11.2 11.6
5 9.28 10.4 10.5 10.9 11.1 11.6 12.0 12.8 13.1
6 10.5 11.8 11.8 12.2 12.5 13.0 13.4 14.2 14.5
7 11.8 13.0 13.2 13.6 13.8 14.4 14.7 15.7 16.0
g 13.0 14.3 14.4 14.9 15.2 15.8 16.1 17.0 17.4
9 14.2 15.6 15.8 16.2 16.5 17.1 17.5 18.4 18.8
10 15.4 16.9 17.0 17.5 17.8 18.4 18.8 19.7 20.1
11 16.64 18.1 18.2 18.8 19.0 19.7 20.1 21.0 21.5 -
12 17.8 19.4 19.% 200 20.3 21.0 21.4 22.4 22.8
13 19.0 20.6 20.7 21.2 21.6 22.2 22.7 23.7 24.1
14 20.2 21.8 21.9 22.5 22.8 23.5 23.9 25.0 25.5
15 21.3 23.0 23.1 23.7 24.0 24.8 25.2 26.3 26.7
16 22.5 24.2 24.3 24.9 25.2 26.0 26.4 27.6 28.0
17 23.6 25.4 25.5 26.1 26.5 27.2 27.7 28.8 29.3
18 24.8 26.6 26.7 27.3 27.7 28:5 28.9 30.0 30.6
19 25.9 27.8 27.9 28.5 28.9 29.7 30.1 31.3 31.8
20 27.0 28.9 29.1 29.7 30.1 30.9 31.4 32.6 33.1

1 - _Table Value . Rejiability at Chosen Confidence Coefficient
No. of Trials
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4.3 Computation of Component Reliability

The other type of factor in the model from which the
overall result is calculated represents the reliability of
specific components, to be denoted by R,. It is safe to
assume that Rp and R¢ are independent of one another, so that
each may be considered by itself. As an example of a major
component, the parachute canopy, including the suspension
lines may be used. If the canopy under analysis (or any other
component of the parachute system) is used in another para-
chute system for which an adequate body of test or use data
are available, the analysis of the component reliability for
the desired confidence coefficient chosen, proceeds as des-
cribed above for packing reliability.

If use or test data are not available for the specific
component, an alternate method of analysis is required. Again,
taking the canopy as an example, it can be seen that the canopy
consists of several sub-components, such as the canopy fabric
(or ribbons), the vent band, the skirt band, the suspension
lines, etc. Hence, the canopy can be considered as a combi-
nation of subsystems in series (in a probability sense). If
no data are available from which the reliability of the com-
plete canopy can be calculated, it will be necessary to
analyze the reliability of the canopy subcomponents. Some
simplification of this task may be effected by preliminary
analysis of subcomponents to eliminate consideration of those
of very high reliability (see above). To simplify subcompo-
nent analysis further, the subcomponents which must be anal-
yZed may be treated as components of the complete system
directly, and be reprusented by individual Re terms in the
‘overall system reliability model, Equation (1).

4.3.1 Use of Instrumented Test Results and Materials
Strength Data

In the analysis of the reliability of parachute components
(or subcomponents) for which an adequate number of tests are
not available, the preferred method is the one utilizing the
results of instrumented drop tests on actual parachutes which
provide load data on the components of interest, together with
the results of tensile strength tests on the materials from
which the parachute is fabricated.

Unfortunately, in practical cases, the available instru-
mented test data on the parachute component for use with the
materials strength distribution data will usually be based
upon very few tests. gg ever, the application of the Non-
Central t-Distribution—?’ to the instrumentation and materials
strength data will allow the computation of component
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reliabilities and their associated confidence coefficients with
a degree of precision adequate for .the analysis. The types of
data required and the methods of computation are discussed
below; the mathematical derivations are .presented in Appendix

C.

The materials of construction used in parachutes are pro-
duced in relatively large quantities by machine production
methods, using yarns produced in similar (or larger) quantities
by other machine methods. The final products (webbings, cords,
tapes, cloths, etc.) are inspected and tested, generally more
than once, and defective materials rejected. Under such cir-
cumstances it might be expected that the various batches of
materials produced would be uniform in strength, or nearly so.

In practice, however, materials tests indicate that there
is an appreciable batch-to-batch variation in break strength
of the various fabric items used in parachute construction.
Investigation of the results of tensile strength tests on a
number of parachute materials (see Appendix B) indicates that
the distribution of strength for all of these materials is
essentially normal. That is, if a large number of samples,

N, are tested and the results plotted as a graph, a symmetri-
cal bell-shaped curve similar to that in Figure 3 will be
obtained. The mean (average) value, X, of the break strength
(x) corresponds to the peak of the curve. The actual shape

of the curve is determined by the spread of the values observed
which can be measured by the standard deviation, sy:

(N
(xy - X2
Z * (5)
s 1=l :
XN N-1

Study of the results of instrumented parachute drop tests,
and consideration of the processes by which the loads measured
are generated, indicate that these values are also distributed
approximately normally. Thus, in the following discussion it
will be assumed that both the load values and the materials
break strength data are distributed normally.

Let

X = sample mean of the break strength tests (with
allowance for sewing, etc. -- see following sections)

s, = sample standard deviation of the break strength

tests (with corrections for multiple layers --
see following sections)
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Nx = number of break strength tests

f. = number of degrees of freedom of break strength
tests = Ny - 1

y = sample mean of the loads of the instrumented drop

tests

Sy = sample standard devia;ion of the instrumented drop
test loads (see Equation 5)

Ny = number of instrumented drop tests

fy = number of degrees of freedom of instrumented drop

tests = Ny -1

The convention is -established that the set of data with
the smaller standard deviation is considered as sj, N7 and fj
in the following, with the other set designated s,, Ng and fj.

Then, define
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(9)

(10)

(11)



(12)

(13)

Then, for a given confidence coefficient, g, the use of the
graphs of the Non-Central t-Distribution (Figures 4, 5, and
6), or of the tables in Appendix C with the computed values
of X and f (Equations 11 and 13) allows the determination of

a factor K.

Substitution of this value in

K.’f'i-l
N

(14)

allows calculation of a value of 4/ with which to enter the

table of Normal Distribution, Table II, to find R; o)
Having computed Rc

desired reliability.

: , the
g, the statement can

be made that the component reliability lies between R g and
1 with the assurance of being correct given by g.

The computation of overall
confidence coefficient requires
terms be computed to confidence
the desired result in the final
4.4 below). However, tables of

reliability to a pre-selected
that the component reliability
coefficients which will give
calculations (see paragraph
the Non-Central t-Distribution

are available for the computation of reliabilities to only a
limited group of confidence coefficients in the range of
interest: 90%, 95% and 99%.

If values intermediate to these are required, it will be
necessary to interpolate graphically for the desired confidence
coefficient. The simplest method is to compute reliability of
the component at each of the three confidence coefficients,
plot the reliability values against the ccnfidence coefficients,
and interpolate for the reliability at the desired confidence
on the graph. An example of this process is given in Section
5.

In applying the above technique to the computation of
parachute component reliability, it should be noted that the
mean and standard deviation of the instrumented drop test
results must be divided among the number of load-bearing mem-
bers under consideration when a group of subcomponents share
the load. Thus, it is necessary to determine the mean load
per line and the standard deviation per line (x/Z and syx/7Z
where Z = number of suspension lines).
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Table XI. Table of the Normal Distribution

AL Relia- e Relia- AL Relia~
o bility o bility a bility
1.00 . 8413 1.35 . 9115 1.70 . 9554
1.01 . 8438 1.36 . 9131 1.71 . 9564
1.02 . 8461 1.37 .9147 1.72 . 9573
1.03 . 8485 1.38 .9162 1.73 . 9582
1.04 . 8508 1.39 L9177 1.74 . 9591
1.05 . 8531 1.40 . 9192 1.75 . 9599
1.06 . 8554 1.41 . 9207 1.76 . 9608
1.07 . 8577 1.42 .9222 1.77 .9616
1.08 . 8599 1.43 .9236 1.78 . 9625
1.09 .8621 1.44 .9251 1.79 .9633
1.10 . 8643 1.45 .9265 1.80 .9641
1.11 . 8665 1.46 .9279 1.81 . 9649
1.12 . 8686 1.47 . 9292 1.82 . 9656
1.13 . 8708 1.48 . 9306 1.83 . 9664
1.14 . 8729 1.49 .9319 1.84 L9671
1.15 . 8749 1.50 . 9332 1.85 .9678
1.16 . 8770 1.51 .9345 1.86 .96 86
1.17 . 8790 1.52 . 9357 1.87 .9693
1.18 . 8810 1.53 . 9370 1.88 . 9700
1.19 . 8830 1.54 .9382 1.89 . 9706
1.20 . 8849 1.55 . 9394 1.90 .9713
1.21 . 8869 1.56 . 9406 1.91 .9719
1.22 . 8888 1.57 .9418 1.92 .9726
1.23 . 8907 1.58 . 9430 1.93 .9732
1.24 =~ .8925 1.59 . 9441 1.94 .9738
1.25 . 8944 1.60 . 9452 1.95 .9744
1.26 . 8962 1.61 .9463 1.96 . 9750
1.27 . 8980 1.62 .9474 1.97 . 9756
1.28 . 8997 1.63 .9485 1.98 .9762
1.29 . 9015 1.64 . 9495 1.99 .9767
1.30 .9032 1.65 .9505 2.00 .9773
1.31 . 9049 1.66 .9515 2.01 L9778
1.32 . 9066 1.67 .9525 2.02 .9783
1.33 .9082 1.68 .9535 2.03 .9788
1.34 . 9099 1.69 . 9545 2.04 .9793
(Continued)
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Table of the Normal Distribution

Table II. (Continued)

A Relia- e Relia-

T bility T bility
2.05 .9798 2.40 . 9918
2.06 .9803 2.41 . 9920
2.07 .9808 2.42 .9922
2.08 .9812 2.43 .9925
2.09 L9817 2.44 . 9927
2.10 .9821 2.45 .9929
2.11 .9826 2.46 .9931
2.12 . 9830 2.47 .9932
2.13 .9834 2.48 .9934
2.14 .9838 2.49 . 9936
2.15 .9842 2.50 . 9938
2.16 . 9846 2.51 . 9940
2.17 . 9850 2.52 . 9941
2.18 . 9854 2.53 .9943
2.19 . 9857 2.54 . 9945
2.20 .9861 2.55 . 9946
2.21 .9865 2.56 . 9948
2.22 .9868 2.57 . 9949
2.23 .9871 2.58 . 9951
2.24 .9875 2.59 . 9952
2.25 .9878 2.60 . 9953
2.26 .9881 2.61 . 9955
2.27 .9884 2.62 . 9956
2.28 . 9887 2.63 . 29567
2.29 . 9890 2.64 . 9959
2.30 . 9893 2.65 . 9960
2.31  .9896 2.66 .9961
2.32 - .9898 2.67 . 9962
2.33 .9901 2.68 .9963
2.34 . 9904 2.69 . 9964
2.35 . 9906 2.70 . 9965
2.36 . 9909 2.71 . 9966
2.37 L9911 2.72 . 9967
2.38 .9913 2.73 .9968
2.39 . 9916 2.74 . 9969

(Continued)
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4L Relia-
¢ bility
2.75 . 9970
2.76 . 9971
2.77 .9972
2.78 . 9973
2.79 . 9974
2.80 . 9974
2.81 .9975
2.82 . 9976
2.83 . 9977
2.84 L9977
2.85 . 9978
2.86 . 9979
2.87 .9980
2.88 .9980
2.89 . 9981
2.90 . 9981
2.91 . 9982
2.92 . 9983
2.93 . 9983
2,94 . 9984
2.95 .9984
2.96 . 9985
2.97 . 9985
2.98 . 9986
2.99 . 9986
3.00 . 9987
3.01 . 9987
3.02 . 9987
3.03 . 9988
3.04 . 9988
3.05 . 9989
3.06 . 9989
3.07 . 9989
3.08 . 9990
3.09 . 9990



Table of the Normal Distribution

Table II. (Continued)

A Relia- M Relia-
- bility o bility
3.10 . 9990 3.45 . 9997
3.11 .9991 3.46 . 9997
3.12 . 9991 3.47 . 9997
3.13 .9991 3.48 . 9998
3.14 .9992 3.49 . 9998
3.15 .9992 3.50 . 9998
3.16 .9992 3.51 .9998
3.17 .9992 3.52 . 9998
3.18 .9993 3.53 . 9998
3.19 .9993 3.54 . 9998
3.20 .9993 3.55 . 9998
3.21 . 9993 3.56 . 9998
3.22 . 9994 3.57 .9998
3.23 .9994 3.58 . 9598
3.24 .9994 3.59 .9998
3.25 . 9994 - 3.60 .9998
3.26 .9994 3.61 .99¢29
3.27 .9995 3.62 .9999
3.28 .9995 3.63 .9999
3.29 . 9985 3.64 .9999
3.30 . 9995 3.65 . 9999
3.31 .9995 3.66 .9999
3.32 . 9996 3.67 . 9999
3.33 . 9996 3.68 .9999
3.34 . 9996 3.69 .9999
3.35 . 9996 3.70 .9999
3.36 . 9996 3.71 . 9999
3.37 .9996 3.72 .9999
3.38 . 9996 3.73 .9999
3.39 .9997 3.74 .9999
3.40 . 9997 3.75 .9999
3.41 . 9997 3.76 . 9999
3.42 . 9997 3.77 . 9999
3.43 . 9997 3.78 .9999
3.44 . 9997 3.79 .9999
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3.80 . 9999
3.81 . 9999
3.82 .9999
3.83 .9999
3.84 .9999
3.85 .9999
3.86 .9999
3.87 .9999+
and
up



Of course, the use of this procedure assumes that the
load is equally divided among all the suspension lines. No
data are available at the present time with which to verify
this assumption. However, a test program to determine the
distribution of loads in the suspension lines of a heavy duty
parachute canopy is now being planned by WADD (May 1960).
Should the results of this study indicate a significantly
uneven load distribution, the maximum expected load per line
should be used here.

The rationale upon which the above technique is based can
be explained as follows. Let the break strength x be a randgm,
normally distributed variable with mean, sy, and variancg ox
Similarly, let the load y have mean, «,, and variance ¢,“.
Define the variable x - y as the diffegence between the mean
break strength and the mean load. In terms of x - y, success
or failure of a particular mission is expressed by x - y » O,
or x - y < 0. Hence the probability of success is simply the
probability that x - y 2 0.

The values of x - y ar normglly d%stributed with mean
M= Uy -4, and variance 0 ¢ = Oy 3 Ty“. 2Hence the estimator
X - y may ge used for a and sxz + s for 0, Using the Non-
Central t-Distribution, the probability that x - y » 0 can be
estimated. Appendix C presents further details on the mathe-
matical basis for the method.

As an example of the application of this method, the cal-
culation of the reliability of the suspension lines of a para-
chute canopy from the g-load data at opening shock and the
break strength of the suspension line webbing may be considered.

It will be assumed that the accelerometer readings from
a series of ten instrumented drop tests of a canopy with 72
suspension lines are available. For each drop the vector sum
of the 3-axis accelerometer readings corresponding to the load
at opening shock is computed (the square root of the sum of
the squares of the three readings). The mean (average) accele-
ration is assumed to be 3.14 g's, with a standard deviation
of 1.30 g's and a load weight of 6730 pounds.

The mean load per line is 294 pounds, with a standard
deviation of 122 pounds per line. The webbing in the suspen-
sion lines, as a result of 30 break tests, is found to have a
sample mean strength of 1110 pounds (after deducting 20% for
sewing -- see below), with a sample standard deviation of 218
pounds. Thus, the data needed to compute X and f for use in
the Non-Central t-Distribution Graphs (Figure 4, 5, and 6)
are:
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Material Load per Line

X = 1110 ¥ = 294
sx2 = 47,524 sy2 = 14,884
£, = -

X 29 fy = 9

Since the variance of the load data is the smaller, the
load data are used as s, Ny, and f;. From equations 8, 9,
10, 11, 12 and 13 it is found that = 20.3, £ = 38.0, and
X = 2.39. Using these values in Figure 6, K is found to be
1.66 for a 99% confidence coefficient. From equation 14, °
A /oo = 2.30; using this value in Table II, the reliability is
found to be .9893, with a confidence of 99%.

4.3.1.1 Effect of Seams on Materials Strength. At this
point an additional factor affecting materials strength must
also be considered; parachutes are constructed by sewing, and
the seams have a definite effect upon the strength of fabric
materials. Studies of the effects of seams on the strength
of parachute webbing, cords and cloths (nylon) indicate Ehag
the seam. weakens the sewed member by about 20% overall.1l2.13/
Thus, the mean material strength should be reduced by 20%
before the computation of failure probability is made.

4.3.1.2 Effect of Multiple Layers of Materials. Many
parachute components are constructed of more than one layer
of a single webbing or tape sewed together to increase strength.
The mean strength of such a member may be taken as the sum of
the strength of the individual portions, reduced by 20% to
allow for the fact that they are sewed together.

The standard deviation of this combined strength will be
greater than the standard deviation of the single member. In
general, since the multiple layers of fabric in the component
were probably taken from the same batch of material during
parachute manufacture, it must be assumed that the standard
deviations of the combined layers will tend to be equivalent
to the standard deviation of the individual layers multiplied
by the square root of the number of layers. In such a case,
it can be shown that for N layers, each of standard deviation
s and mean strength X, the combined strength will be approxi-
mate&z_o.s-N'E (allowing for seams), with a standard deviation
of s+VN.
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4.3.1.3 Other Factors Affecting Materials Strength. The
strength of nylon fabrics is affected, to some extent, by
environmental exposure to extremes of temperature and humidity,
to sunlight, to fume-laden atmospheres, and bX previous his-
tory of extreme stresses which cause fatigue.=Z 4/

In general, protracted and extreme environmental exposures
are required to cause significant changes in the strength of
the nylon webbings, tapes, cords, etc. used in heavy-duty para-
chute construction. The handling and packing requirements for
such parachutes and the fact that the packed parachutes are
sealed in containers, generally with dessicants, are all pointed
toward avoiding such exposure. Thus, it is not believed neces-
sary to make any allowance for fabric strength reduction due
to exposure to environments, natural or induced, in computing
component reliability.

Weakening of load-bearing fabric members by fatigue may
be a problem with parachute systems which are used more than
once. The heavy-duty parachute systems under consideration
herein, however, are single use systems. The only possible
mechanism by which fatigue of load-bearing fabric members may
oceur is the exposure to successive shocks during the deploy-
ment and filling process. Discussions with parachute and
fabric engineers of the magnitude of such shocks in relation
to the type of materials used and the canopy design factors
indicate that the reduction of component strength by fatigue
during these processes is not a factor which need be considered
in the reliability study. */

4.3.2 Use of Engineering Computaticns of Loads

If instrumented drop tests from which measured loads on
the components under study can be determined are not available,
engineering estimates of the éxpected load on the component
under design deployment conditions can be used in the above
methodology. In this case the estimated load is used as Y,
the standard deviation of the materials sample (sx) is used
as s, the number of materials samples tested (Ny) is used as
N, and Nx-1 as f to calculate X from equations 6 and 13. K
is found as above, and the f and N values used to find .« /¢
from equation 14.

*/ Personal Communication, WADD Parachute Branch and Materials
~  Laboratory. .
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It should be noted that the confidence coefficient asso-
ciated with the reliability calculated in this manner refers
to the results of the fabric sample and computation process
only, and does not reflect the adequacy of the engineering
estimate of the loads. The confidence which may be placed in
the accuracy of the load estimate can best be determined by
the engineering group making the estimate. It is not possible
to reflect this degree of confidence in the statistical con-
fidence coefficient. The latter can only operate on the assump-
tion that the engineering estimate is ''good', and expresses the
degree of confidence which may be placed in the reliability
figure which results from the acceptance of the engineerinrg
calculation.

Methods for the engineering computations of expected
loads are best chosen by the parachute design engineer; the
application of engineering principles to parachute design
analysis is beyond the scope of this study. Several books
on the subject are available.14,15

4.4 Computation of Overall Reliability

The overall reliability, R, is the product of all the
component reliabilities and the operational reliability.
However, to arrive at an overall reliability value with an
associated confidence coefficient, it is necessary to con-
sider the confidence coefficients of the component and opera-
tional reliabilities as well.

The exact computation of the overall confidence coeffi-
cient 'is a rather complex matter, and one which, in general,
is almost impossible without major computational effort. How-
ever, the overall confidence coefficient may be approximated
by the product of the confidence coefficients of the individual
reliability terms with sufficient accuracy for the purposes of
parac¢hute reliability evaluation. '

To demonstrate the degree of approximation involved in
this process, a system with only two components, Cj and Cjy,
in series may be considered. Let the respective reliability
estimates he Rpy, gy and RPZ,EZ‘ This means that ‘

prob (true Ry > Rpl:gl) > g1, and prob (true Ry > sz,gz) > 82. (15)

Now the true overall reliability, R,, is equal to true R; mul
tiplied by true Ryg. Since the even%

E3 : (true Rg3 Rp; o0 " Ry, o) (16)
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contains but is not necessarily contained in the product of
the two events .

E; % (true Ry > Rpy,g)) and Ep & (true Ry > Rpy,g,) , (A7)

it follows that
p(E3) > p(Ey) p(E2)2> gi85- (18)

Since Eg can occur when not both Ej and Eg occur, this means
that gygo is an underestimate of p%E3)

An example may clarify this. Suppose

prob (true Ry > .93) > .95
(19)
prob (true Ry, > .97) > .95.

Then prob (true Rg 2 (.93) (.97)) is surely 2 (.95)2. However,
if (.95)2 is used as the combined confidence coefficient, in
effect many favorable possibilities are overlooked, such as:

true Ry = .92, true Rg = .99,

However, to take all such possibilities into account would
involve an enormous amount of calculation by any techniques
now known.

In order to compute the overall reliability to a pre-
selected confidence coefficient, it is necessary to compute
each component reliability, and the operational reliability,
to a confidence coefficient which will give the desired over-
all confidence coefficient when the product is taken.

As was shown in a previous section, a confidence coeffi-
cient of 90% (or .90) is probably the most efficient level for
this type of computation, considering the amount and types of
data likely to be available. It is not necessary that the
confidence coefficients for the individual component reliabil-
ity terms be equal, but only that their product be the desired
coefficient for the final result. However, if equal confidence
coefficients are used for all component terms, the calculations

will be facilitated.

In general, if there are N terms in the model (one opera-
tional term and N-1 component terms), each of the individual
reliability terms should be computed at a confidence coeffi-
cient approximating the Nth root of the desired final confidence
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coefficient. The following table provides approximate values
of the confidence coefficient required for the component terms
to achieve a confidence coefficient of .90 in the final result:

No. of Component Terms 2 3 4 5,6 7,8,9 10,11,12
Confidence Coefficient .95 .965 .975 .98 . 987 .99
To avoid extreme complexity in the evaluation of the reliabil-
ity model, it is recommended that the number of component

reliability terms be held to the minimum which will give ade-
quate results (probably not more than 12 terms, and generally

less).

4.4,1 Parallel Components

In the previous discussion, all component reliabilities
considered have been for components which are in series from
a probability viewpoint. That is, the failure of any one com-
ponent will result in the failure of the complete system.
Parachute systems may also contain components in parallel. In
this case more than one component with the same function is
present, and the successful operation of any one component will
result in successful operation of the entire system (provided,
of course, no other failures occur).

An example of this is afforded by parachutes with two
(or more) reefing line cutters, where operation of any one
cutter is sufficient for successful disreefing. On the basis
of empirical studies, suppose that the reliability of a single
cutter is determined to be R with confidence coefficient g.
Then assuming independence o% %bo cutters, the reliability of
two cutters will be

2

1-(1-Rgy) (20)

at a confidence coefficient of g. Thus, if R, _95= .92, the
two cutters will have a reliability 1 - (1.- .92)2 =1 - .0064 =

.9936 with confidence coefficient .95.

In general, for any number, N, of parallel components,
the reliability of the parallel system Rp will be

Rp=1 - (1-Rpygy) (1-Bbggy) - - - (1-Rbygy) (21)

If gy =8 = ... = g then the overall confidence coefficient
will be g7. If the confidence coefficients.of the individual
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reliability termns are not equal, the overall confidence coeffi-
cient will be that of the lowest term.

4.4.2 Canopy Clusters

Clusters of parachute canopies used to decelerate a single
load are composed of components in parallel from a physical
viewpoint. From a probabilistic viewpoint, however, their
treatment depends on the design of the parachute system. If
the system can operate successfully only with all canopies in
the cluster successfully deployed, then each canopy is repre-
sented by a series term in the model, and the cluster is
treated as a number of separate independent components. How-
ever, if the load can be decelerated successfully if one (or
more) of the parachutes in the cluster fail, the situation is
a series-parallel one from a probabilistic viewpoint. 1In
general, the probability of failure of r identical canopies,
Py, out of a total of N in the cluster, when the probability
of failure of a single canopy is p, is:

= __ N pr a-p¥T (22)
r! (N-r):

If m is chosen as the maximum number of canopies which can
fail without affecting the success of the mission, then the
probability of failure of the entire cluster, pgy, will be

N
Pyq = Py (23)

r=n+l

For the usual case of three identical heavy-duty para-
chute canopies in a cluster, if the cluster can operate suc-
cessfully with only two of the canopies deployed, then the
probability desired is pgq with m=1, which reduces to

pg = 3 P2 (1-p) + p3 (24)

The above discussions are based on the assumption that
there is no interaction between the individual canopies in
the cluster, that is, that the probability of failure of any
one canopy in the cluster is no different from the probability
of failure of the same canopy when used singly under the same
deployment conditions. This assumption is difficult to prove.
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However, analyses of the records of 799 standard cargo para-
chute drops using clusters and 599 single drops of the same
types of parachutes reveals no significant difference in the
canopy failure rates in the two cases, when failures due to
rigging errors are eliminated. Since rigging errors are
included in the packing error term in the reliability analysis
of the heavy-duty parachute system, it is believed that the
assumption of no interaction between cluster canopies for this
type of parachute system is valid.

4.5 Application of Calculated Reliability Values

Obviously, the end result of the computation of the reli-
ability of a parachute system by the methods described in this
report can be used to evaluate the long-run performance, which
can be expected of large numbers of such systems. -However, the
process of reliability evaluation presented herein has broader,
and possibly more valuable, applications.

In the process of evaluation of the reliability model,
the components of the parachute system most likely to fail
are evaluated individually, as is the effect of the expected
human error rate in packing. These sub-results are really
the key to the study of potential causes of failure in a
parachute system, as well as a guide to the efficient expendi-
ture of effort in the improvement of parachute system relia-
bility.

To produce the most efficient parachute system for a
given over-all cost, effort should be concentrated on achiev-
ing approximately the same degree of reliability for all com-
ponents and for the packing process. Effort expended in this
manner has the greatest payoff in increasing overall system
reliability.

As was shown previously, the level of system reliability
is influenced primarily by those components with the highest
expected failure rates. Since the process of reliability
analysis detailed herein detects these components explicitly,
it can be of major value in locating those portions of a para-
chute system upon which the expenditure of further development
effort will have the greatest effect on system reliability.
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SECTION 5
EXAMPLE OF APPLICATION OF RELIABILITY ANALYSIS

To demonstrate the application of the methodology des-
cribed in the previous section to the evaluation of parachute
system reliability, a reliability analysis of a hypothetical
heavy-duty parachute system is presented in detail below.
While the actual parachute specifications used are not those
of any specific system, they are representative of fairly
complex operational heavy-duty parachute systems actually in
use.

5.1 Parachute System Description

The hypothetical parachute system consists of two canopies,
and operates as a two-stage retardation system with an explosive
disconnect mechanism to separate the first canopy from the load
after it has performed its function, allowing the second canopy
to deploy. The system is primarily intended for relatively
low~altitude, moderate-speed deployment -- about 500 knots
below 10,000 feet. The initial weight of the drop unit, in-
cluding the major canopies, pilot parachutes, deployment bags,
load, etc. is 7000 pounds. The deployment of the system from
a compartment in the end of the load is initiated by a static
line, which removes the compartment cover to which the pilot
chute deployment bag is attached.

5.1.1 First Stage Canopy

The first stage consists of a ribbon canopy with nominal
diameter of approximately 20 feet. 1t is packed in a deploy-
ment bag with a small pilot chute attached to remove it from
the compartment in the load and allow lines-first deployment.
Weight of the canopy, deployment bag, pilot chute, compartment
cover and static line is 140 pounds. The canopy is reefed by
‘a skirt reefing line six feet in diameter; disreefing is
effected by two M2A1 Reefing Line cutters with four second
delays.

The canopy has 24 suspension lines made of nylon webbing,
Type XVIII, MIL-W-4088C. There is a sewn loop at the lower
end of each line which is attached to a corresponding lug on
the periphery of the parachute compartment end of the load.
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The mechanism which disconnects the canopy from the load
consists of a length of primacord threaded through each of the
suspension line lower loops in a channel in the circle of lugs.
The primacord also passes through two 10 second delay train
initiating devices consisting essentially of M2Al1 reefing line
cutters with their firing wires reversed and the cutter knives
replaced with booster explosive charges. The delay trains are
initiated at line stretch by lanyards attached to the canopy
suspension lines. When the delay train ignites the booster
charge, firing the primacord and separating the first canopy
from the load, loop attachments on the suspension lines with-
draw the deployment bag containing the second stage canopy
and initiate its deployment.

5.1.2 Second Stage Canopy

The second stage of the system consists of a solid flat
circular canopy 70 feet in diameter. It is packed in a deploy-
ment bag with a small quick-opening stabilization chute attached
to its apex. It is deployed lines-first, followed by the canopy,
and then by the stabilization chute. The latter keeps the
canopy strung out in a straight line during filling. The canopy
is reefed by a 10 foot diameter skirt reefing line; disreefing
is effected by two M2Al1l reefing line cutters with two second
delays. Weight of the canopy, deployment bag, and stabiliza-
tion chute is 130 pounds.

The 72 suspension lines of the canopy are made of 1/2"
tubular nylon webbing, MIL-W-005625C. These terminate in
sewn . loops at their lower ends, and are attached to connector
links in groups of six. Each of the connector links is attached
to the upper end of a riser (twelve in all) made of Type XVIII
nylon webbing, MIL-W-4088C. . The lower end of the risers are
attached to a second set of attachment lugs on the periphery
of the end of a load, well separated from the lugs provided
for attachment of the first canopy to avoid damage when the
disconnect primacord is fired.

5.2 Preliminary System Analysis

It is assumed that the above described parachute system
has been designed, several models have been built and drop
tested, that design deficiencies have been rectified, and that
at least one more series of development drop test have been
run to prove the design. Final pre-production models of the
system have been produced, and eleven instrumented drop tests
conducted. '
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Study of these test results indicates that the critical
components of the system from a reliability viewpoint (i.e.,
those which are most likely to fail) are the suspension lines,
reefing line cutters, and delay device in the disconnect
mechanism of the first stage canopy, and the suspension lines,
reefing line cutter, and risers of the second stage canopy.
Accordingly, these are the components to be subjected to
reliability analysis.

5.3 Drop Test Data

The final series of eleven drop tests are assumed to be
instrumented with 3-axis accelerometers, located on the load,
which record the g-loads developed by the snatch force at line
stretch, the opening shock to reefed condition, and the open-
ing shock at disreefing for each of the two canopies. Table
III presents the hypothetical g=lioads computed from the reso-
lution of the three instrument readings for each shock recorded
(these are vector sums -- the square root of the sum of the
squares of the longitudinal, lateral, and vertical accelerometer
readings) .

Examination of the distribution of the g-values indicates
that they are approximately normal. The release speeds and
altitudes (450-525 knots, 6000-10,000 feet) are close to the
parachute system design limits of 00 kts and approximately
10,000 feet.

5.4 Suspension Line and Riser Reliability Analysis

To determine the loads to which each suspension line and .
each riser will be subjected, it is first necessary to calculate
the mean load, and its standard deviation, for each of the three
shocks on each canopy. Since all the drop units have been
assumed to have the same weight, the computations are simpli-
fied if the means and standard deviations of the loads are
first calculated in terms of g's and then converted to pounds
by multiplying by the drop unit weight at the time of the shock.
(If drop unit weights were not equal it would be necessary to
convert to pounds by multiplying weight by acceleration prior
to computation.)

The mean is the average -- the sum of the forces divided
by the number of observations. The standard deviation is most
readily computed from a formula developed from equation (5) of
Section 4:

< i/Nzxz - (£x)? (25)
N(N-1)
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Table III. Hypothetical Drop Test Data

Canopy # 1 Canopy # 2

Drop Snatch Opening Shock, g Snatch Opening Shock, g
No. Force, g Reefed Disreefed Force, g eefe isreefe

AP

1 4.1 7.3 7.6 1.9 2.4 5.9
2 6.8 5.6 7.2 4.1 4.3 1.7
3 - 9.9 7.9 4.1 - 3.3
4 3.9 4.2 6.8 5.2 5.5 2.8
5 4.7 7.1 4.6 2.6 3.7 2.0
6 5.3 7.2 7.1 2.9 1.3 3.5
7 7.8 8.7 6.9 3.2 3.3 2.1
8 7.3 9.4 8.1 3.4 4.1 4.6
9 5.7 6.7 5.8 1.7 1.7 1.6
10 4.9 6.2 - 2.8 3.0 3.1
11 2.9 3.3 9.2 3.7 2.1 2.7

All Data: 450-525 kts release speed; 6000-10,000 ft. release
altitude
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The drop unit weight at release was given as 7000 pounds.
The first canopy, with its deployment bag, cover, etc. weighs
140 pounds; thus the load weight during first canopy deploy-
ment is 6860 pounds. The second canopy with its bag, etc.
weighs 130 pounds, reducing the load weight to 6730 pounds at

its deployment.

To compute the load per line and the standard deviation
of the load per line for each canopy, the appropriate total
mean and standard deviation are divided by the number of lines,
24 for the first canopy, and 72 for the second. The load and
its standard deviation per riser for the second cancopy are
found similarly, by dividing the total values by the number of
risers (12). The results of these calculations are summarized
in Table IV.

Materials test data are required on two types of webbings:
Type XVIII of MIL-W-4088C (canopy #1 suspension lines and
canopy #2 risers) and 1/2" tubular webbing of MIL-W-005625C
(canopy #2 suspension lines). Table IX of Appendix B indi-
cates that the mean tensile strength of the Type XVIII webbing
is 7486 pounds, and the strength of the 1/2" tubular webbing
is 1387 pounds. Since both of these materials are sewed in
the process of manufacturing the canopies and risers, the ten-
sile strength values are reduced by 20% to allow for loss of
strength in seams (see paragraph 4.3.1.1 in Section 4). Thus,
the materials strength data required for the computations are:

Type XVIII 1/2" Tubular

Mean (X) 5989 1bs. 1110 1bs.
Standard Deviation (sy) 272 1bs. 218 1bs.
Number of Tests (Ny) 61 30
Degrees of Freedom (fy) 60 29

The first step in the reliability analysis is the selec-
tion of the set of data to be used as 512, N1 and f1, on the
basis of the smaller variance (standard deviation squared)
for each case to be considered. In Table V the data necessary
for the evaluation of equations 6 through 11 of paragraph
4.3.1_in the computation of N, £, X -y, and s, are listed
for each of the nine cases, along with the results of each
computation.
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Table IV. Computations of Mean and Standard Deviation,
Loads per Line and per Riser

Canopy # 1 Canopy # 2
Snatch Opening Shock Snatch Opening Shock
Total Loads Force Reefed Disreefed Force Reefed Disreefed

Mean (g's) 5.34 6.87 7.12 3.24 3.14 3.03
Standard 1.42 2.03 1.26 1.02 1.30 1.30
Deviation

(g's)
Mean (1bs) 36632 47128 48843 21805 21132 20392
Standard ‘ 9741 13925 8643 6865 8749 8749
Deviation

(1bs)
Load/Line
Mean (1bs)(y) 1526 1964 2035 303 294 283
Standard 406 580 360 95.3 122 121.5
Deviation

(1bs)(Sy)

Load/Riser

Mean (1bs) - - - 1817 1761 1699
&2

Standard - - - 572 729 729

Deviation
(1bs) (sy)

Number of 10 11 10 11 10 11
Tests (Ny)

Degreeé of
Freedon (fy) 9 10 9 10 9 10
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Calculations of N, £, sz, and

Table V. Data Required, and
Cancpy #1 Suspension Lines; Snatch Force
X = 5989 ¥y = 1526 X-y = 4463
s,2 = 73984 sg? = 164863 s = 488.7
N; = 61 N, = 10 N = 13.50
f, = 60 fo = 9 f = 18.34
Canopy #1 Suspension Lines, Opening Shock, Reefed
X = 5989 ¥ = 1964 X-y = 4025
s12 = 73984 522 = 336400 s = 640.61
N; = 61 N2 =11 N = 12.91
f1 = 60 f, = 10 f = 14.76
Canopy #1 Suspension Lines, Opening Shock, Disreefed
X = 5989 ¥ = 2035 . X-y = 3954
s12 = 73984 s92 = 129600 s = 451.20
N, = 61 No = 10 N = 14.36
f, = 60 fz = 9 f =21.17
Canopy #2 Suspension Lines, Snatch Force
y = 303 X = 1110 x-y = 807
512 = 9082 5,2 = 47524 s = 237.92
Ny =11 Ny = 30 N = 23.49
£1 = 10 f, = 29 f =37.20
(Continued)
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Table V. (Continued) Data Required, and Calculation of
N, £, s? and X

Canopy #2 Suspension Lines, Opening Shock, Reefed

Y = 294 X = 1110 X-y = 816
s12 = 14884 so2 = 47524 s = 249.81
N; = 10 Ng = 30 N = 20.31
£, = 9 £, = 29 £ = 38.00

Canopy #2 Suspension Lines, Opening Shock, Disreefed

7 = 283 % = 1110 X-y = 827
s,% = 14762 5,2 = 47524 s = 249.57
N, = 11 N, = 30 N = 21.28
£3 = 10 £, = 29 t = 38.92

Canopy #2 Risers, Snatch Force

X = 5989 Y = 1817 X-F = 4172
s12 = 73984 so2 = 327184 s = 633.37
N; = 61 N, = 11 N = 12.96
f; = 60 f, = 10 f =14.91

Canopy #2 Risers, Opening Shock, Reefed

- X = 5989 ¥ = 1761 X-y = 4228

s12 = 73984 S92 = 531441 s = 778.09

N, = 61 Ny = 10 N = 11.14

f1 = 60 fo = 9 f = 11.65
(Continued)
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‘Table V. (Continued) Data Requirgd, and Calculation of

N, f, s“ and X

Canopy #2 Risers, Opening Shock, Disreefed

X = 5989 ¥ = 1699 X-y-= 4320
s12 = 73984 5,2 = 531441 s = 778.09
N; = 61 Ng = 11 N = 12.4993
£, = 60 fy = 10 f = 12.9362
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The next step in the computation is the evaluation of X
for each case by use of equation (13), using the values for N,
f, s and X-y calculated above. Since there will be eight reli-
ability terms in the final model, the desired confidence coeffi-
cient for each term is .987 (see below and paragraph 4.4). The
Non-Central t-Distribution nomograms in Figures 4, 5, and 6 are
available for .90, .95, and .99 confidence only. Thus it will
be necessary to calculate the reliability for all three confi-
dence levels and interpolate graphically to obtain the relia-
bility at .987 confidence. (In those cases in which the reli-
ability at either 99% or 95% confidence coefficient is found
to be .9999+, it is not necessary to compute reliability at a
lower confidence coefficient, since it will obviously also be
.9999+.)

Entering each plot of the Non-Central t-Distribution with
X and f, three values of K (one for each confidence coefficient)
for use in equation (14) can be found. From K, N, and f, « /r
is computed for each of the three confidence values. The table
of the areas under the Normal Curve, Table II, gives the corres-
ponding value of reliability (Ry) for each «/- value. Inter-
polation on the plot of R vs. g (figure 7) gives the reliability
value to the desired confidence coefficient.

The results of the above computations for each of the nine
canopy cases are summarized in Table VI. Examination of the
last column in this table indicates that Canopy #1 suspension
lines have their lowest reliability (.9998) during opening shock
to the reefed condition. The lines of Canopy #2 have their
lowest reliability (.9910) during both opening shocks, while
the risers on this canopy are at their lowest reliability (.9986)
during the opening shock to the reefed condition. The three
reliability figures above, consequently, are used in the com-
putation of the final reliability value in paragraph 5.8.

5.5 Reefing Line Cutter Reliability Analysis

Both canopies use the M2Al reefing line cutter in pairs
to effect disreefing after the first stage of f£illing. Since
no data on the performance of this cutter under high accelera-
tion, and no data on the acceleration experienced by the cutter
in this application are available, the reliability figures (at
99% confidence) presented in Table II of Appendix B are used
in the computations. The M2Al cutter was found to have R gg7 =
.985 for both two and four second delays in non-tropical environ-
ments. This value is substituted in equation (15) to compute
the reliability of the pair of cutters; the result is R gg7 =
.9998.
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fidence Coefficient

WADD TR 60-200 50



7666 ° 1666° €1'c 96°Z 6666° 69°€C 67'C +6666° 80P 98°'¢ 9v°¢ pPaFaaastq
’ j}ooyg 3Butuadp
9866 ° €866° ¢6°C ¥wL'T 8666° 8¥%'E LZ'E +6666° 88°'C $9°'g TE"S pajyoay
’ Jyooys 3utusadp
6665 ° 6666 1T8'€E ¥v'€ +6666° £S'F 60°7v +6666° - - P19 92104 Yojeug
:SI9STY
Z# Adoue)
0166 0686° 62°2 L9 V66" 662 98°'T 9966° 1TL°'C 86'1 2¥v'2 pejyasaast(q
Jyooyg Sutuadg
0166 ° 0686 6Z2°2 ¢GS9°'T1 9%66° GGS'Z P8I G966° O0L°'Z G6°'T 6£°2 pajyoay
jyooyg 3Butuadg
~
L166° 6066° 9€°2 G8°'T 0966° G9°Z 80°'C vYL66° 08°'C 022 oL'Z 9dxo4 Yydjeug '°
:saurT uorsuadsng
Z# Adoue)
+6666° +6666° 6G°S 0SSVt 46666 - - +6666 " - - 22 L pPaFaaaxsiq
Jooyg 3utuadp
8666 ° 8666° 6S°'€ GZ'€ +6666° 8Z'F L8'C +6666° TIL'%y 9Z'% L8°G pajosy o
yooys Suruadp S
N
+6666° +6666° 6€£°G<+S°'F +6666" - - +6666 ° - - €8°L 9d0xo04 Yojeug w
L86 'y - | 2/v .| q &/ p. | L. 0/ vr p. | X :S9uTT uorsuadsng m
1# Adoue) a
66° = 9duaprjyuo) G6° = 98duapryuo) 06" = 9oUepIFUO) w
=

£31TTqRTITSY Adoue) yo uorjejgndwo)y - IA a1qelL



5.6 Disconnect Mechanism Reliability Analysis

The disconnect mechanism is essentially a pair of M2A1l
reefing line cutters in parallel with the cutter knives removed
(see paragraph 5.1.1). The reliability will, consequently, be
the same as that of a pair of reefing line cutters in parallel
R _gg7 = .9998.

5.7 Packing Reliability

Studies of cargo and extraction parachute performance in
routine use (see Appendix A) indicate that an overall rate of
about 2.7 failures per thousand canopies due to errors in
packing have been experienced. Since the hypothetical parachute
system considered herein has two canopies, there will be two
packing reliability terms in the model. At a 98.7 confidence
coefficient, the reliability value is .9953 for each canopy.

5.8 Overall Reliability

The reliability model for the hypothetical parachute sys-
tem has eight terms, six of which are component terms: two
canopy - terms, one riser tftern, two reefing line cutter terms,
and one disconnect mechanism term. The reason for the two
operational terms is discussed above.

R = Rpl.sz'Rcl ...RCG (26)

Numerical values for each of these terms have been derived in
the preceding paragraphs, and are summarized in Table VII, along
with the computed component and operational reliability and the
overall reliability.

5.9 Interpretation of Results

The interpretation of the overall reliability figure of
.979 is evident: in the long run, about 21 failures per thou-
sand uses can be expected with this hypothetical parachute sys-
tem in at least 90% of all sets of trials.

However, the reliability values computed for the indivi-
dual components are also of value in analyzing the system. For
‘exanple, the suspension lines of Canopy #2 are obviously under-
strength for the loads to which they are subjected, despite the
fact that the maximum of the three mean loads per line is only
303 pounds per line, while the material has a mean test tensile
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Table VII. Component, Operational, and Overall Reliability

Component Reliability (R;)

Canopy #1 Lines = .9998
Canopy #2 Lines = ,9910
Canopy #2 Risers = ,9986
Canopy #1 Reefing
Line Cutters = ,9998
-Canopy #2 Reefing
Line Cutters = ,9998 - .
Disconnect Mechanism = .9998

6
Component Reliability = R
TRy
i=1
= .9998 x .9910 x .9986 x .9998 x .9998 x  .9998

Component Reliability = .9888

Operational Reliability (Rp)

Canopy #1 Packing = .9953

Canopy #2 Packing = .9953
Operational Reliability = Rpl . sz

.9953 x .9953

. 9906

Operational Reliability

Overall Reliability (90% confidence)

R = Rp : Rc |
= .9906 x .9888
R = .979
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of 1110 pounds after an allowance of 20% for seams. In this
case the load is about 27% of the mean measured materials

strength.

On the other hand, Canopy #l1 appears to be highly reliable,
with a maximum mean load per line of 2035 pounds and a materials
mean strength (after sewing) of 5989 -- here the load is about
34% of the measured mean strength.

The explanation for this phenomenon lies in the relative
magnitudes of the variances (standard deviation squared) of
materials strength, tabled below for the two materials involved.

Canopy #1 Canopy #2
MIL-W-4088C, Type XVIII MIL-W-005625C,1/2"
Mean 5989 1110
Variance 73984 47524
Variance 12.4 . 42.8

Mean

As can be seen above, the ratio of variance to mean in the case
of the suspension lines of Canopy #2 is several times that for
Canopy #1, indicating a wider variability in the manufactured
material strength. Study of the equations used in calculating
the reliability of the canopy lines indicate that the final
values are roughly proportional to variance (and hence strength
variability). Thus, in the selection of materials 'for load-
bearing members of parachutes, those materials with the lower
variances (or standard deviations), will give better results,
mean strengths being equivalent.

A second type of information may be derived from a com-
parison of the performance of the MIL-W-4088C Type XVIII
webbing in the suspension lines of Canopy #1 and in the risers
of Canopy #2. Data for the worst of the three shocks are
_tabulated below.

Canopy #1 Canopy #2
Lines " Risers

Mean Load/Line or Riser 1 964 1 761

Variance/Line or Riser 336 400 531 441

Variance 171 302
Mean
Reliability . 9998 . 9986
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It can be seen that the webbing performs better in the
suspension lines than in the risers, despite the fact that the
load per member is higher in the case of the lines. Here,
again, the variances are the key to the problem. The shocks
on the risers are considerably more variable than the shocks
on the lines, as indicated by the ratios of the variances to
the means.

Since the parachute system analyzed herein is % hypothe-
tical one, it is not really possible to find a physical cause
for this variability. However, studies of drop test records
of actual parachute systems similar to the hypothetical one
indicate that the variability of the shocks is due primarily
to instability of the load during the deployment and filling
of the canopy. Thus, to increase the reliability of components
affected by this instability it is necessary for the parachute
designer to have some voice in the design of the load for better
aerodynamic properties. Of course, some improvement may also
be expected by increasing the stability of the canopy during
the deployment and filling process.

The reliability analysis can also provide an indication
of any required improvement in the reliability of auxiliary
mechanical devices used in the parachute system. 1In the
example, the reefing line cutter and the disconnect mechanism
reliabilities are a case in point.

Taken singly, each of these devices has lower reliability
(.985) than that calculated for the overall component relia-
bility of the parachute system (.988). Since they are used
in parallel pairs, however, the reliability of the two is high
enough (.9998) so that their effect on overall system relia-
bility is not serious. An increase in the reliability of each
device from .985 to .993 would bring the reliability of the
parallel pair to .9999+ (regarded in this computation as high
enough to be omitted from the calculation), resulting in only
a minor increase of overall sysStem reliability (from -.979 to

80). However, should the reliability of the auxiliary
device be lower, an attempt at improvement of its performance
is definitely indicated as a means of increasing overall sys-
tem reliability without major redesign effort.

It must be realized that the parachute system analyzed in
this section is a hypothetical one. No actual parachute system
which has reached the point of final operational testing is
likely to have reliability as low as that calculated for the
example, either in its individual components or on an overall
basis. The hypothetical system has had weak points deliberately
designed into it to illustrate the computational methods and
the types of conclusions which may be drawn from their results.
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However, the causes of unreliability in the example are actually
drawn from parallel cases in a number of operational parachute
systems, and represent typical problems which may arise in

heavy duty parachute reliability analysis.
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APPENDIX A

PARACHUTE PACKING RELIABILITY DATA

Study of parachute drop records, and discussions with per-
sonnel of military units using large numbers of cargo parachutes,
indicate that human error in the parachute packing process is
a major source of parachute system failure. Thus, in develop-
ing a mathematical model and basic data for the evaluation of
the reliability of heavy-duty parachute systems, detailed con-
sideration of parachute failure rates due to packing errors
was included.

The data available in sufficient quantity for a statistical
approach to the study of parachute packing reliability result
from drops of three parachute types: (1) Cargo parachute sys-
tems in routine field use, (2) Man-carrying parachutes used by
airborne troops, and (3) Test data on experimental and develop-
ment-phase parachute systems. Since the reliability model
developed in this study is pointed toward the evaluation of -
‘the performance of heavy-duty parachute.systems, the ideal
data source would be packing error experience with parachutes
of this type. Unfortunately, statistically adequate data for
these operations were not available for this study, and it was
necessary to use available information.

0f the three types of parachute use data available in
quantity (see above), two, man-carrying and experimental-
developmental uses, were re’ected as being too unlike the data
actually required for use in this study. Man-carrying para-
chutes are of almost completely different design and load
capacity; experimental and development-phase parachute perform-
ance is so uncertain as to make the differentiation between
packing failures, design failures, and other types of failures
very uncertain. Thus, the choice falls upon cargo parachute
systems as being the closest type to the heavy--duty systems
available, as far as the packing problem is concerned.

Actually, information gathered during interviews with per-
sonnel working with heavy-duty parachutes and cargo parachutes
indicates that the packing process for the former is probably
done with somewhat greater care than the usual packing process
for cargo parachutes, and that there is a possibility that the
overall packing failure rates in the two cases may not be the

same.
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To base the study of packing failure rates on processes
resembling heavy-duty parachute packing as closely as possible,
the cargo parachutes studied were those used by test agencies
developing and testing methods of use of standard cargo para-
chute systems, rather than testing the parachutes themselves
or using them in tactical airborne operations. Data gathered
in field interviews indicate that personnel packing the para-
chutes in these units would tend to have greater continuity of
task assignment than their counterparts in tactical airborne

units.

Furthermore, it is expected that these people would tend
to exercise more care in the packing process than the field
units, since the equipment to be test airdropped is generally
available to them in very limited amount, making it essential
that the chances of failure in the test from extraneous causes
be held to a minimum. Since these test organizations use the
standard cargo parachutes repeatedly as routine tools in
developing airdrop methods, it can be expected that the level
of proficiency in the packing process in these units will be
as great as can be expected in any type of parachute use.

The actual data used in the analysis of packing failure
rates were obtained chiefly from the project files of the
Airborne Test Division of the U.S. Army Airborne and Elec-
tronics Board at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and the Airborne
Systems Test Division of the U.8. Army Quartermaster Field
Evaluation Agency at the Yuma Test Station, Arizona. These
data were supplemented by parallel types obtained in smaller
amounts from the routine drop test activities of the 6511th
Test Group (Parachute), NAAS, El Centro, California, and a
few other agencies.

In all, records of 5563 uses of standard parachute systems
were found. The failures recorded were studied carefully,
generally after consultation with personnel of the organizations
involved, to determine the number of failures which could be
attributed to errors in the packing process (at the same time,
data were collected on materials failures in the G-11A and
G-12D Canopies for other analyses -~ see below).

The data collected were analyzed for packing failure rates
for two cargo parachute types, the G-11A and G-12D, and for all
standard extraction parachutes as a group (combining 15, 22,

24 and 28 foot ring-slct and fist-ribbon types to obtain a
sufficiently large sample). All other cargo parachute types
have been grouped as ''miscellaneous’'.
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Packing failure causes included six cases in which reef-
ing line cutters were not armed, one case in which the cut
reefing line could not slip through the reefing rings to re-
lease the canopy skirt, one case in which the canopy was
packed in such a manner that it emerged from the bag twisted,
three cases in which improper cut knife installation prevented
deployment, one case of the use of too strong a break cord,
one case in which the canopy was not attached to the bridle,
and two cases of static lines improperly attached to the pack.
Thus, 14 of the 15 packing failures can be attributed to
auxiliary devices (cutters, attachments, knives, etc.), with
only one failure due to the canopy packing itself.

Parachute No. of No. of Packing Observed
Type Uses Failures Failure Rate )
G-11A 1964 7 ’ .00356
G-12D 1333 3 .00225
Extraction 1009 3 .00297
Misc. 1257 2 .00159
Combined 5563 15 .00270

Examination of the results of this study indicates that
the observed failure rate is between approximately 1.6 and 3.6
per thousand parachute packings. While this rate is not based
on use data for heavy-duty parachute systems, it appears to be
the best estimate available until sufficient data on heavy-duty
parachute uses are available for analysis.

0f course, before these data can be substituted in the
reliability model, the confidence coefficient must be selected,
and the expected failure rate computed from Equation 4 or from
Table I. The combined values give reliabilities of .9962,
.9958, and .9952 at confidence coefficients of 90, 95, and
99% respectively.
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APPENDIX B
PARACHUTE COMPONENT RELIABILITY DATA

As can be seen from the discussion of the methods of eval-
uation of the reliability model presented in this report, a
considerahle body of data on the components of the parachute
system are required to evaluate system reliability. Many of
these data are unique to the specific system under evaluation,
and must be obtained for the specific system. Some types of
component reliability data, however, are applicable to a wide
range of parachute systems. Where possible, these have been
collected as part of this study. Such data on reefing line
cutters, solid flat circular canopies, and some parachute
materials are presented below in a form directly applicable to
the evaluation of the reliability model. -

B.1 Solid Circular Canopy Reliability

In the study of cargo parachute drop data used tc evaluate
parachute packing reliability (See Appendix A), data on material
failures for the G-11A (100-foot) and G-12D (64-foot) cargo
parachute canopies were assembled, inasmuch as these canopies
are used as components of heavy-duty parachute systems. 1In
the case of the G-11A canopy used under its design conditions,
one failure attributable to materials failure (suspension lines
broke) in 1964 uses were found. For the G-12D, no failures
attributable to materials were found in the records of 1333
uses. Computed reliabilities for various confidence coeffi-
cients (from Table I, page 32) are presented below.

Reliability _
No. No.
Uses Failures 90% 95% 96.5% 98% 99%
G-11A 1964 1 .9980 .9976 .9974 .9969 .9966
G-12D 1333 0 .9983 .9977 .9975 .9969 .9966

These data are usable in their present form as component
reliabilities in computations for systems in which the specific
canopies are used under their design conditions. Computations
based on larger samples, however, will provide better estimates
of the reliabilities of these canopies. Thus, should more use
data on these canopies become available, they should be combined

with the above.
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B.2 Reefing Line Cutter Reliability?*/

Reefing line cutter field performance data based on actual
parachute use are generally not available in a form from which
reliability can readily be calculated. Since most parachute
systems employing reefing lines have more than one cutter, and
since the successful operation of any one cut.2r will disreef
the canopy, disreefing failure data generated by field use are
generally based on simultaneous failures of more than one
cutter. Laboratory test data on single items are available
in sufficient quantity, however, to allow computation of reli-
ability estimates on some reefing line cutter models.

In the analysis of these test data to determine expected
failure rates for reefing line cutters, the conditions of use
of the cutter are very important factors in determining appli-
cability of the reliability figures derived. The most commonly
used reefing line cutter, the M2Al, was designed for use pri-
marily in low-altitude, low-deployment-speed cargo parachute
systems. The original specifications called for an operating
altitude of 2000 to 5000 feet, (although the cutter was to be
operable to 150,000 feet with broader tolerances) a tempera-
ture range of 70° + 10°F, timing tolerance of + 10% at 70°F
(later broadened somewhat), a pull angle of not more than
+22.5° off the longitudinal axis of the cutter, and a pull
load to fire of 20 pounds (later changed to 60 inch pounds
maximum to fire, not to fire at 10 pounds static pull). The
cutter was not designed to be subject to high shock loadings
during operation.i

When used in a standard cargo parachute system (e.g. the
G-11A) these conditions, with the possible exception of the
timing tolerance due to varying operating temperature, are
generally met. Temperature effects on timing are said to
result in an additional 10% decrease in delay time at +160CF
and an additional 20% increase at -65°F.*/

Discussions with parachute using units and with Army
Ordnance Corps personnel indicate that the performance of the
M2Al1 reefing line cutter in standard cargo parachutes (gener-
ally two are used to increase reliability) is satisfactory.
Laboratory test results indicate comparatively low failure
rates for this model:

:/ Reefing line cutter test data presented below were
obtained from the Industrial Engineering Division,
Picatinny Arsenal.
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Reliability

Total No. No, (90%
Test Conditions Tested Good Failed Confidence)
Laboratory Ambient (70°F) 1100 1100 0 .998
Low Temperature (-65°F) 690 688 2 .992
High Temperature (+165°F) 550 548 2 .990
High Temperature, 100% 260 248 12 .931
Relative Humidity

Parachute Use Test : 100 100 0 .977

(Cargo Parachute)

With the exception of the combined high temperature-
humidity test, the above results suggest that the standard
M2A1 cutter, under static conditions, is a highly reliable
device.

The high temperature-humidity environment does reduce
this reliability to a considerable extent. This environment
affects the reefing line cutter by causing distoriion of the
nylon ball which holds the firing pin in place until the fir-
ing wire is pulled. When the firing wire is removed from the
cutter by the lanyard at the end of line-stretch during para-
chute deployment, the nylon ball is allowed to move back in a
channel, releasing the firing pin so that the firing spring
may drive it against the detonator. If this ball is distorted
by high temperature and high humidity, it can not readily move
back into the channel. The distortion does not always cause
complete failure of the cutter, but often causes considerably
lengthened delay times, since the ball is usually squeezed
into the channel gradually by the force of the firing spring.:/

Since the high-temperature-humidity environment represents
the effects of the pr$87b1e extremes of a hot, moist tropical
climate on the cutter-2/; its effect need only be considered
when extended tropic-based parachute missions are involved.

Since the reefing line cutter is installed on the skirt
of the canopy, it will be subject to considerable acceleration
forces during deployment and inflation. To represent the
environmental conditions of reefing line cutter use more com-
pletely, it is necessary to superimpose the effects of these
acceleration forces on cutter reliability on the above data.
Extensive test data on the effects of acceleration forces on
reefing line cutter performance are not available, although

*/  Personal Communication, Picatinny Arsenal.

WADD TR 60-200 63



an Air Force drop test program is now under way (May 1960) to
develop information on the spectra of forces to be expected
and the performance of standard reefing line cutters under
high acceleration conditions.

In general, laboratory tests show that the acceleration
forces which affect reefing line cutter performance are those
which are applied during the firing pin operation and delay
train burning. It appears that the explosive force of the
charge which drives the knife through the reefing line during
the actual cutting operation is sufficient to overcome any
g-forces which may be encountered.

The direction of firing pin travel and of the movement
of the flame front in the delay train during burning are the
same. Laboratory testing at Picatinny Arsenal has indicated
that acceleration forces applied in the direction of firing
pin travel and flame front burning have virtually no effect on
the reliability of the cutter; it works just as well under this
type of acceleration as under static conditions. However, when
the acceleration forces are applied in the opposite direction,
the magnitude of the force seems to determine whether the
cutter will work or not.

An acceleration force applied opposite to direction of
firing pin travel tends to oppose the effect of the firing
pin spring, often resulting in light strikes which do not
fire the detonator. When the delay train is burning, the
particular composition used in the M2A1l cutter burns with a
flame front preceded by a very thin zone of liquified delay
composition. An acceleration force in the direction opposite
.to the flame front travel tends to separate this liquified
zone from the unmelted delay powder ahead of it, thus creat-
ing a gap in the delay train, and often preventing further
combustion of the delay material. Of course, accelerations
in the opposite direction, that is, in a direction assisting
the firing pin spring, force the burning flame front into the
unburned portions of the delay composition, and do not have
these effects.

It should be noted that a centrifuge was used to apply
the accelerations in these tests. Thus, the reefing liine
cutter was subjected to a steady-state type of acceleration,
rather than the short-period, shock-type acceleration to be
expected at the reefing line cutter pocket during parachute
canopy deployment and filling. Thus, the results of the
testing are indicative of qualitative effects, but cannot
be used to predict quantitatively the effect of the shocks
encountered in field use.
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Figure 8 is a plot of the test data on the effects of
counter-firing pin centrifuge acceleration forces on the M2A1
(and M2Al1 Modified) reefing line cutter made available for
this study by Picatinny Arsenal. Three curves and one point
on this figure represent the performance of the M2A1 standard
reefing line cutter under acceleration. Two difference delays
are represented, and in the case of the two-second delay, two
difference conditions of acceleration. In one case, the
opposing acceleration forces were applied parallel to the direc-
tion of firing pin travel; in the other these opposing forces
were applied at somewhat of an angle off the axis of the fir-
ing pin travel. As can be seen, the effects of opposing angled
forces on reliability are somewhat greater than the effects of
opposing parallel forces. This is to be expected, since the
angled forces, in addition to affecting the force of the fir-
ing pin spring, add frictional forces by driving the firing
pin against the sides of the cutter bore.

The four-second delay cutter is seen to be affected more
by acceleration than the two-second cutter. This is attributed
to the fact that the four-second delay line is composed of two
two-second pellets, while the two-second cutter contains only
one pellet. Thus, the acceleration forces on the four-second
cutter may tend to pull the pellets apart slightly, creating
a blank zone through which the flame front cannot travel.

In the operation of the reefing line cutter in the para-
chute system, it is generally not possible to determine
whether the reefing line cutter firing pin travel and delay
train burning are affected by acceleration forces parallel
to or at an angle to the long axis of the cutter, although
it would appear that the data on angled forces are probably
more representative of the effects of acceleration on reefing
line cutter reliability.

The magnitude of the forces on the reefing line cutter
in any given parachute drop will depend on the specific para-
chute design, on the speed at which the parachute is deployed,
and the load. Thus, to determine the reliability figure to
be applied in a specific case, information on the g-forces
expected and their orientation with respect to the reefing
line cutter is required, either from instrumented field trials,
or from engineering calculations. 1In addition, performance
tests on the cutters under shock conditions, either laboratory
or field, will also be required. The aforementioned Air Force
test program should provide such data.

In field investigations of failures of the M2Al standard
reefing line cutter in high speed parachute applications, it
was found that in many cases the acceleration forces applied
to the cutter were occurring in the direction opposite to
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firing pin travel. In an attempt to eliminate the M2Al reef-
ing line cutter failure problem for this type of application,
the modified M2Al reefing line cutter was developed. This
model is identical with the standard M2Al except that it is
installed in the opposite direction, and has a stronger fir-
ing pin spring. In order to effect installation in a reverse
position, the direction of firing wire pull was reversed.

Figure 8 indicates that the increase in strength of the
firing wire spring, in general, -increases the upper limit of
tolerable acceleration on the four-second cutter from the 100
g limit of the M2Al standard to approximately 175 g's for the
four-second M2A1 modified cutter with opposing accelerations
applied at an angle. The M2Al modified cutter may thus be
assumed to have its static reliability to a somewhat higher
degree of acceleration than the standard model.

Laboratory testing of the modified M2A1 cutter indicates
that it is a relatively highly reliable device under static
conditions:

. Total No. No. No.
Test Conditions Tested Good Failed
Laboratory Ambient (70°F) 400 : 400 0
Low Temperature (-65°F) 80 80 0
Cycled High-Low Temperature, 20 20 0
High Humidity
Total 500 500 0

Computed reliability, 90% confidence - 0.995

The M2 reefing line cutter was the original model from
which the M2Al was developed, and differs from it in minor
details of construction. Field investigation indicates that
a considerable number of M2 cutters are still in use, and
that procurement of this model may be resumed.

Laboratory test data (Picatinny Arsenal) indicate rela-
tively high reliability under static conditions:
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Total No. No, 0.

Test Conditions Tested Good Failed
Laboratory Ambient (70°F) 702 702 0
Low Temperature (-65 to -95°F) 260 260 0
High Temperature (+160°F) 30 30 0
High Temperature, High 120 120 0
Humidity (+1650F, 100%) — — —
Total 1112 1112 0

Computed Reliability 90% confidence -~ .998

Some laboratory test data are also available on two pro-
prietary reefing line cutters, the SC-100, manufactured by
Ordnance Specialties, Inc., E1 Monte, California, and the OA-A3,
made by Ordnance Associates, South Pasadena, California:

SC-100

Total No. No. No.
Test Conditions Tested Good B Failed
Laboratory Ambient (70°F) 500 500 0
Low Temperature (-65°F) 180 180 0
Cycled High-Low Temperature, 20 20 0
High Humidity

Parachute Use Test 100 100 0
Total 800 800 0

Computed reliability, 90% confidence

In centrifuge acceleration tests at 154 g

- 0.997.

(with the forces

opposing the direction of firing pin movement), 12 cutters

failed of 100 tested.
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OA-A3

Total No. No. No.
Test Conditions Tested Good Failed
Laboratory Ambient (70°F) 70 70 0
Low Temperature (-65°F) 40 40 0
Cycled High-Low Temperature, 10 10 0
High Humidity
Total 120 120 0

Reliability, 90% confidence - 0.981

No data on acceleration effects on the OA-A3 were a&ail—
able for this study.

The laboratory test data, as interpreted in the light of
user experience, indicate that the reliability values summarized
in Table 1I, for the conditions noted, may be used for computa-
tional purposes in evaluating the reliability model. It should
be noted that these are tentative values, and are subject to
revision as more extensive test and use data are accumulated.

B.3 Strength of Parachute Materials

Data on the measured break strength of parachute materials
from which the mean and standard deviation of materials strength
can be calculated will be required to evaluate the reliability
of many parachute components and subcomponents. Such data, in
a form which is discussed below, are readily available in the
files of parachute and parachute materials manufacturers, since
webbings, tapes, cords, etc. are tested by both the textile
manufacturer and the parachute fabricator to insure compliance
with the strength requirements of the appropriate specifications.

The original break-test records of the following firms
were made available for this study (all are materials manu-
facturers except for Pioneer Parachute Company):

Pioneer Parachute Company, Inc., Manchester, Conn.
Bally Ribbon Mills, Inc., Bally, Pa.

Phoenix Trimming Co., Chicago, Ill.

Narricot Corporation, Philadelphia, Pa.

Buser Silk Corporation, Paterson, N.J.

Essex Mills, Inc., Pawtucket, R.I.

Fox Specialty Co., Inc., Lowell, Mass.
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Table VIII.

Reefing Line Cutter Reliability

Reliability at
Confidence Coefficient

Type = Use Conditions Trials Failed ~90%
M2A1l Low g, Non- 550 2 .990 .989 .986 .985
Std Tropical
M2Al Low g, Tropical 260 12 .931 .925 .916 .912
Std
M2A1l High g, with 550 2 .990 .989 .986 . 985
Std Firing Pin .
M2 Low g, Non- 962 0 .998 .997 .996 . 995
Tropical
M2A1  Low g 500 0 .995 .994 .992  .991
Mod
M2A1  High g, with 500 0 995 .994 .992  .991
Mod Firing Pin
SC-100 Llow g 800 0 .967 .996 .995 . 994
SC-100 High g, with 800 0 .997 .996 .995 .994
Firing Pin
OA-A3 Low g 120 0 .981 .975 .966 . 962
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In addition, some records on tensile strength tests of high-
strength materials were obtained from the Textile Branch of
the WADD Materials Laboratory.

For most of the materials, test data were obtained on the
products of more than one manufacturer; for those materials
most frequently used in parachute construction data were avail-
able from three or four sources. All data on webbings and tapes
represent production during 1959 and 1960, and thus reflect the
use of the current type of nylon yarn. The results of four or
five break tests on each batch of webbing and tape manufactured
were available in practically every case. The mean of these
was used as the break strength of the batch. In the cases of
cords, one break per batch was obtained. Means and standard
deviations were computed by usual statistical methods, and
are presented in Table IX.

It is believed that the data collected on materials for
which 30 or more batches were tested are adequate for the
purposes of the reliability computations described in this
report. If materials with fewer tests must be considered, it
is recommended that further break test data be collected.

One additional comment on the above type of break strength
data seems to be necessary. The break tests from which the
data were derived were done on fabric tensile testing machines
(Tinius Olsen, Scott Tensile Tester, and similar types) in
which the rate of jaw separation is relatively low--- of the
order of inches per minute. The loads to which these mate-
rials are subjected during the deployment of a parachute are
applied at a much higher rate. Accelerometer traces indicate
that the total elapsed time for both snatch force and opening
shock in a typical parachute canopy is of the order of one
second .14

Thus, in order for the break test data to be completely
valid, it is necessary to establish a correspondence between
tensile strength at low and high rates of load application.
Very little data are available in this area. However, the
results of a study performed by MIT for the Quartermaster
Research and Development Center,z_ show that there is little
difference in the break strength of nylon materials under 1loads
applied at rates varying from two inches per minute to 48 feet
per second. Discussions with the personnel of the Textile
Branch of the WADD Materials Laboratory, and of the Textile, e
Clothing and Footwear Division of the Quartermaster Research
and Engineering Command, indicate that other experience tends
to confirm these results.

Thus, available evidence appears to warrant the use of
laboratory tensile test results to represent the performance
of the materials in the computation of parachute canopy reli-

ability.
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APPENDIX C

CONFIDENCE INTERVALS ON THE PROPORTION
OF POSITIVE VALUES FROM A NORMAL DISTRIBUTION

C.1 The Problem

C.1.1 Let x be the strength of the fabric (e.g. webbing,
cord, etc.) from which a component of a parachute is made. It
is tested by loading the fabric until it fails and the force
(in pounds) at rupture is the material strength. A random
sample of Nx such fabric samples is taken and the material
strength of each measured. Let us consider an example in which
we have a sample of Nx = 69 pieces of fabric with a mean strength

X of
69

>

Xx=1=1 _ 3449 pounds,
69

and a sample standard deviation sx of

69

(xy - 3(')2

Sy =\/1 =1 = /32,761 = 181.

69 -1

We assume that these observed material strengths come from
a consistent population (or distribution) of material strengths.
Let this population have a mean value Ux and a population stand-
ard deviation oy. 1In addition, we assume that the distribution
of material strengths is '"mormal'". That is, we assume that:

Probability of a material strength greater than or equal
to x is given by
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C.1.2 Similarly, let y be the maximum load stress on the
above part in a parachute drop. Test measurements of y are
obtained as described in Section 4 of this report. For example,
in an actual test, a random sample of Ny = 11 such load stresses
were obtained and measured, giving a mean value, y, of

11
> Vi
v=_1=1 - 1 704 pounds,
11

and a sample standard deviation of

11
:E_,(yi - )2
i=1

11 -1

=/147,456 = 384

Again, we assume that these observed load stresses come
from a consistent population (or distribution) of load stresses.
Let this population have a mean value ny and a population
standard deviation 0y. In addition, we assume that the dis-
tribution of load stresses is "normal'.

C.1.3 If we take one random value x of material strength
and one random value y of load stress, then this phase of para-
chute activity will be successful if x is greater than y, and
will fail if x is less than y. Let P be the probability of
success. Then '

P =Prob (x » y) =Prob (x -~y » 0)

Under the conditions of (a) and (b), and if we assume that
X and y are statistically independent, it is easy to show that
the random variable x-y is normally distributed with mean
My - My and standard deviation/g,2 +cry2 . Hence,

P = 1 - & - (uy "Myﬂz
Vam (044 + oy?) € 2 (ox2 + 0 y?)
(3
dt
o
e —W2/2
= ———— dw
vaw
- (ux -~ uy)

Vox? +oy
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C.1.4 Sanmple estimates of .uy, My, Tx and 7y are,
respectively, X, ¥, sx and sy.. The problem is, from these
estimates, to -

1. Estimate P

2. Describe the variability or quality of
this estimate in terms of a confidence
interval.

C.1.5 The estimate of P. The estimate of P is obtained
by substituting the estimates for the true values. That is,
if p is an estimate of P, then

oo

p = _SZ:fifg dt
Jor
-z
where we have written
z = X~ ¥ = X -5 o

S Vslz + Szz

In our example

X - § = 3,449 - 1,704 = 1,745

s =/s12 + s92 = 424.52

z=X-"Y = 4.11052

oo
oo
~t2/2 ~t2/2
p= [E€ 77 at= [ €' 7% dt = 0.99998026
V2T JZT
s Z4.11052

This is the estimated probability of success. The estimated
failure rate is

q=1-p=0.00001974 = 2.0 in 100,000.
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This statistic is the most convenient estimate of P; a second
estimate could be the "uniformly minimum variance unbiased
estimate'" of P as given in Reference 18. (Because of the
transformation from z to p, p is slightly biased.)

In general, both estimates are quite close; our preference
at present is for p, which is the easiest to compute.

C.1.6 A confidence interval on P cannot be obtained in
this problem because of the existence of the many nuisance
parameters. However, an "approximate confidence interval'' has
been obtained. It is not perhaps a confidence interval, but
can be looked on as a figure of merit similar in properties
to a confidence interval.

To describe this approximation we shall first describe in
Part C.2 the true confidence interval in a problem similar to
ours, and then in Part C.3 describe how to obtain an "approxi-
mate confidence interval' for our problem hased on the results
of Part C.2.

C.2 Simplified Problem in Which Confidence Interval is Available
C.2.1 Let us consider the same populations of x, the
material strength, and y, the maximum load stress, as in Part
C.1.1, but change the sampling procedure as follows.
Take a random observation of x and a random observation
of y and let their difference be d = x - y. Assume we do this
N times, giving a sample dj, d2, ...., dy. Now let us estimate
P from the d's alone.
Clearly, the expected value of d is

E(d) ~ug =ux -uy
T2(d) = oq? =ay2 oy

Hence Z = 4x - My = Md_

Vo2 t oy2 7d
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Now if we define the statistics d and Sq as

N
>4
_i=1

N

d

< 2
og = /24179 )
N-1

Then an estimate of z is the statistic zg where

and an estimate of P is

o o0
e ~t2/2 e~t2/2
Py = € " at = € T at
Y2 V2 X
~ _d
Zd §a

C.2.2 Plan: We shall obtain a confidence interval for
t'.» population quantity P by first obtaining a confidence
interval for the population quantity Z =4 ,/¢ 4, and then obtain
a confidence interval on P by using the fact that P is a mono-
tone increasing function of Z.

C.2.3 Non-Central "t™: To keep our notation that of the
tabTes we shall use,l?/ let us define the non-central t statis-
tic as t = x/¥W where x is a random variable distributed in a
Normal distribution with mSan d and variance 1l; w is a random
variable distributed as X </f with f degrees of freedom; and
X and w are statistically independent. Thus, t has a non-
central t distribution with f degrees of freedom and non-central
parameter o .
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Let us_symbolize the percentage points of t by t(f,8,€ )
where Prob [t 3 t (£,%,€ )] =€. 1In the Tables of the Non-
Central t-Distributionl?/ what is tabled is

X (£,%,€) = 8(£,5,€)
Vi

For negative values we have the relationship

t(f, -6,€) -t(f,8%, 1-€)

I

and hence

X (£, -8 ,€ ) -X (£,6, 1-€)

i

C.2.4 Now the statistic

{d _ VN d/0
VN.zg =¥YKd VN d/0d
sd Sa/0 d

can be seen to be distributed as non-central t with £ = N - 1
degrees of freedom and parameter

8=1/-I;T-X»‘-d=\[ﬁ (wx -4dy)
Ta NoZ 1oy

Since the numerator VN a/<7d is distributed normally with mean
value Vﬁ5,ud/0'd andzvariance 1l; and in the denominator sdzﬂrdz
is distributed as X </(N-1) with N-1 degrees of freedom.

Hence

Probability [t(f,5, 1-8) W z3¢ t(f,8,x)] = 1-A-«

— prob | £, 8, 1-8) t(f,a,a)J
Io [ _Jﬁ» <Zd< ﬁ
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Now t (f£,8 ,& ) is, for any fixed f and @, a monotone increas-
ing function of §. Hence let 8§, (z) be, for any fixed f and

oc, the solution of the equation

t (£, & (z),0c) =N+ z4

Then the interval

zdé t(f)8~a)
N

corresponds to the interval

- 6;(Zd)4 FS)
in that all values of the random variable zg that lie in one
interval, lie in the other; and all values of z4y that are out-
side one interval are outside the other.

Similarly the two intervals

t(fys ) 1"'ﬁ)
R < 2q

and

correspond.

Hence the intervals

t(£,8, 1-5)
VR ¢ 2l TR

and
61 (Zd) < 6 Q 6\_5 (Zd)
correspond. Hence

Prob [$5,za) ¢ B¢ B4 (2] = 1-8 -
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which is interpreted meaning that the random interval

Sm (Zd)
to S.ﬁ (zd) has a probability of 1- 48 - & of containing the
true value VN U4/ O

.Hence, we have a confidence interval of
size 1-A3 -& for tfle populatlon parameter § = VN U3/ 0 4.

C.2.5 1In terms of the percenig;e points tabled in Tables
of the Non-Central t-Distribution,= we have that Sg is the
solution of the equation

WE.ozg =t (£, B (29), &) = JE+X (£, B (2q),0)

Writing g, for gx (z4q), we have the confidence interval S
to gpﬁ given by the equations

X (f,8a,&0) =JN/T - 2

X (f;g\—ﬁ: 1'6) = VN/f » Z

and this confidence interval is of size 1-CC —[3.

The tables give the percentage points in terms of

(instead of in terms of 8§)
vi+1

K=_% =/N #d
Vi+l V £41 O g

The entry for the percentage points on Page 383 to 389 of the
tables is
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However, the values of K (called Kp) corresponding to the
values of 'p'" used as an entry, are given on Page 3. Reading
the percentage points as a function of K, we solve the equations

X (£, Ko, @) = IN/E: 24
X (£, Ky_a , 1-B) =+N/T. 24

for K («) and K (1-A) by an inverse interpolation.

Then the interval
VE+1/N K () to E+)/N K (1-8)

will be the confidence interval of size 1-/4 - on the para-
neter &y/07 3.

C.2.6 1If we wish a one-sided confidence interval, as may
seem appropriate, we need only set /3 = 0. Then the confidence
interval

VEFI/N X () tooo -

will be a confidence interval of size 1- & on the parameter

C.2.7 The above discussion has dealt with the population
parameter 44/0 q. The population proportion of success is

o

2
-t%/2
P = e "7 at
\/21(

=~ d

4

Since P is a monotone increasing function of L4/0 g, we have
only to make the same transformation on the conlidence intervals
for 4 4/ ¢ q to obtain confidence intervals for P.
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C.2.8 Thus, the interval

e . oo
2
e-t"/2 e-t2/2
—72—*_“ dt to _.__m;_ dt
JE+I/N K () “F+/N K 1-8)

is the confidence interval of size 1- /3 - o on the parameter P.

C.2.9 The interval

oo

e-t2/2
—_'_2__7_‘_ dt to 1.

-vE+)/N K (x)

is the one-sided confidence interval of size 1-& on the para-
meter OoC .

C.2.10 Calculation: Interpolation in the percentage
points is roughly linear in X (f, % ,€ ) if we consider X to
be a function of K = & /~+/f+1. The Tables give X (f,% ,€ )
as a function of

o0 00
~t2/2 -t2/2
pr = | 872 g o [ TV/2
V2T V2T
K SAE+1
and would seem to imply that interpolation is to be made on
"p". This will not be satisfactory; interpolation must be done

on K.

A graphic presentation is also possible, plotting

K () =vN/(f+1) /O

as a function of VN/f Xq/sq for each o and £ (see Figures 4,
5, and 6).
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C.3 Confidence Intervals for the Original Problem

C.3.1 Reducing to the Solution of Part II, An Inefficient
Technique

The problem of Part C.1 can be reduced to that of Part
C.2 by first noting which sample has the smaller number of
observations, second taking a random sample of this size from
the larger sample, and third, randomly selecting pairs.

For example, in the example of Part C.1, the y sample
was the smaller, with 11 observations. Hence, we can take a
random sample of 11 from the 69 observations on x. The resul-
tant sample of 11 x's is then randomly paired with the 11 y's,
giving 11 pairs from which we obtain 11 differences x-y. And
from here we can proceed as in Part C.2.

This procedure will give a confidence interval which is
correct in the sense that probabilities can be exactly deter-
mined. Since we are essentially throwing away data, however,
it will be inefficient. That is, for any given probability
of coverage of the true parameter (usually called the 'size"
of the confidence interval), this confidence interval will be
wider than that computed on the basis of all the observation.

C.3.2 The distribution of

depends not only on the parameter

g o Mx - Ay
\/a-xz - 0'y2

but also involves nuisance parameters. Hence a confidence
interval in the classical sense cannot be obtained. However,
a quite satisfactory approximation has been obtained.

In this Part of the discussion we shall give a rather
straight forward derivation of the approximation. In Part
C.4 we shall examine more deeply to try to see how good the
approximation is, or rather, why it is a good approximation.
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o

- C.3.3 The plan is as follows: we shall examine the means
and variances of the numerator and denominator of the statistic

d
54

that occurs in Part C.2 and those of the statistic

X -

<

i
N

4-

n
[\)

X y
that occurs in Part C.1, and try to equate them in some way.

For convenience, we shall consider the square of the
denominators. (The results are the same.)

Examination shows

E @ = ux - uy i E (X-Y) = g -y
2 @ - ox2 +ay® _ gd? 2 x-3) = 9x2 v
N N Nx Ny
E (5q2) = 042 +T0y% = 04% 5 E (542 +55%) =032 + 0,2 =042
4 ‘ 4 4
0»-2 (sdz) - 2dd ; 0'2 (SXZ + syz) = 20x + ZGy
£ £x £y

The variance of the sample variance is an exact result
for samples from a normal distribution.12

We note that the mean values are the same., We also see
that, in the problem of Part C.1, if we define

ox2 + G&Z

N, Ny

N =
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and

Then
_ 2
¢ 2 &-y) = 0x“ + 0y

and
2)2

¢ 2
f

The variance of the numerator and the variance of the denominator
are now in the same form as those for Part C.2. Hence if the
above non-integer values of N and f are used in the solution

of Part C.2, we will have an approximate solution to the prob-
lem of Part C.1.

Unfortunately, we cannot compute N and f this way because

we do not know o and @ Hence the next approximation is

to substitute s, and sy £3r 0x and Oy, obtaining

2 2
N=_5x +°5y
sy2 + sy2
2 2 2
o Gx +8y)
T g a
s¥ + Sy
X y

C.3.4 The recommended approximate procedure is as follows:
Compute N and f; substitute these numerical values for N and £
in the equations of Part C.2 and thereby compute the approximate
confidence interval. Experience has shown that the above equa-
tions are quite cumbersome for computation purposes. Consider-
able ease of calculation can be gained by the following tech-
nique:
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Let

s12 = smaller of sx2 or sy2

szz = larger of sx2 or sy2
AN1 = sample size corresponding to slz
No = sample size corresponding to 522

f; = N1-1 = degrees of freedom corresponding to 812

fo = Ng-1 = degrees of freedom corresponding to s22

- Then 1let
2
s
r=_.l_
So,
N
0 =__2_
Ny
£
g = 2
£
Then
1 + 6r %+r

2 .
Fog, A _ g (1+r)?
1+gr2 R

o
(=1

If 9 (and hence g) is less than 1, we use the first equa-
tions in Ng and fg. If & (and hence g) is greater than 1,we
use the second equations in Nj and f2, first computing

1_N
6 ¥,
15
g 2
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C.3.5 In the example of Part C.1 we have

2 2

r=21 o Sx7 _ 147,456 - 0.222175
s,2 sy2 32,761
N
0-_2 - N _ 11 _ 9 150420
N, Ny 69
£
g=_2 - Ty _ 10 . 0.147059
£, £y 68
Hence
2 2
~ 8 + s
¥ - Sx y© _ 32,761 + 147,456 _ 15 oga0
Sy sy2 32,761 , 147,456
X y
- ¥, @ +71) _ 4 (1.222175) = 15 gg40
1+6r (1.03542)
o (52 + 5.2)2 2
T = Sx y - (180,217) = 14.8295
.4 g4 (32,761)2 | (147,456)2
S A 68 10
£, fy

- £, (1+r)2 _ 10 (1.222175)2 = 14.8295
1+gr? 1.007260

Hence we have

VV/E 2 =[%/F K-V _ [12.9840 _ 3 gug07
Vsx? + sy2 14.8295

Looking into the Tables of the Non-Central t—Distributioan/

for € = 0,10 and £ = 14, 15, and 16, we find
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X (£, K, 0.10)

f = degrees of freedom
K 14 15 16 14.8295

.0100 2.32G3 48 3.325 (49) 3.276 (43) 3.233
.0040 2.6520 70 3.766 (54) 3.712 (48) 3.664 3.7212
.0025 2.8070 34  3.977 (58) 3.919 (50) 3.869 3.9289

.0010 3.0902 32 4.363 (62) 4.301 (56) 4.245

The terms .in parentheses have been supplied -- they are
the first differences. Looking at them we see that interpola-
tion for degrees of freedom is linear. That is, the effect of
second difference terms (meaning fitting a second degree poly-
nomial) is at most equal to 0.0005.

Similarly, for each of the three values of £, we find that
interpolation of X vs. K is linear. Here, checking is more
difficult as the K's are not tabulated at equal intervals. How-
ever, second and third degree polynomial interpolation can be
done by the use of divided differences or by the use of Lagrangian
Interpolation Formulas. Checking in this manner, we find that
interpolation for K is linear; higher order interpolation gives

negligible adjustments.

Hence, interpolating for f = 14.8295, we find the appro-
priate values of X(14.8295, K, 0.10) given above. Interpolat-
ing K-wise to solve:

X(14.8295, K, 0.10) =vN/F. (X - F) . 3.846 27
vs12 + s2°

we have

K-2.6520 70 _ 3.846 27 - 3.7212 _ .12507
2.8070 34-2.6520 70 3.9289 - 3.7212 L2077

hence

K = 2.652070 +[9:12507} o 1549 64 = 2.745 384
0.2077
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Hence the 90% lower confidence value is

90 - /fj} Jfl5 8295 g = /1.2191 47 ‘K = 3.0313 2

12.9640

Hence the 90% lower confidence value of P is

o0
e_tz/z
P go = e
: Jor

-3.03132

dt

.998783

The failure rate is Q g9 =1 - P g9 = 0.001217 = 1.2 in 1000.

To summarize; in this example, our estimate of P is
0.9999803 with a 90% confidence interval of .99878 to 1.
(That is, this interval has a 90% chance of including the
true value of P. The lower bound, .99878, is the value used
as the reliability at a 90% confidence coefficient.)

Alternatively, the estimate of the failure rate Q =1 - P
is .0000197 with a 90% confidence interval of 0. to 0.00123.

C.3.6 Note: 1If we look at the differences f-wise (which
are given in parentheses) we note a possible error. The second
differences, e.g., the differences between the quantities in
parentheses are, respectively, 6, 6, 8 and 6 for p = 010, .004,
.0025 and .001. Clearly something is wrong with the values
for p =.0025. If we take differences K-wise, we see that the
trouble lies in the value for 16 Degrees of ¥Freedom. If this
is changed from 3.869 to 3.867, the second differences will be
satisfactory. However, this change would not affect the linear
interpolation.

C.3.7 A speed-up in calculation is obtained by using a
graphical procedure. For any fixed € and £, we can plot the
line of K vs. X (f, K, € ) (see Figures 4, 5 and 6). Entering

with
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we read K, for the appropriate € and f, and obtain the appro-
priate confidence interval as

-~ K

N

ax

C.4 Examination and Justification of Approximation

C.4.1 The Problem. The argument by which the approxima-
tion is developed in Part C.3 is not the only way the approxi-
mation can be developed. Another argument, which in many ways
clarifies aspects not considered in the argument of Part C.3,
is as follows.,

We wisp to obtain a confidence interval estimate of the
population parameter P, where

42 ~t2/2
P = et - et/2 dt
J2n y2r
x - 4y) -Z
JSXZ + s;Z

There- are four unknown parameters U, liy, T4 and Oy (we
assume Ny, Ny, fj, fy are known) , and a confidence interval
estimate of one %unction of them (in this case, P) cannot be
obtained in any known method.

C.4.2 The First Approximation Step. Clearly the sufficient

statistics are X, ¥, sx and sy. While the upper and lower ca -
fidence intervals are functions of these four sufficient sta-
tistics, we do not know what the best function is. However,
we shall assume that a satisfactory confidence interval can be
obtained on the basis of the distribution of the statistics

z = _X -7

in a manner analogous to the development of Part C.2, assuming

that any possible inefficiency thereby introduced will be small.

This is the First Approximation Step.
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C.4.3 Reduction to One Nuisance Parameter. The nuisance
parameters must next be considered. It is easy to show that
the distribution of the statistic z only depends on the para-
meters. A

W/sz +0'y2
and
R = 7x2
72

Hence, we now have only one nuisance parameter, R. The
problem is now to obtain a confidence interval estimate of P
for given known values of the variance ratio R.

C.4.4 The Second Approximation Step and Its Implications.
The statistic z is not distributed as a constant times non-
central E because sx2 + sYz is not distributed as a constant
times X A basic approach would be to develop the exact
dlstrlbutlon of z, but this is a very involved process. How-
ever, the d1str1but10n of sy is quite satisfactorily
approx1mated by a constant tlmes &. U51n§ the technlque of
equating the first and second moments of s, and 27(2
as described in Part C.3, we have

2 2
Sx +Sy

O0x2 + gy?

2
approximately dlstrlbuted as X7 with £ degrees of freedom
where £

2
£ = (7x* + 6yH* | @ + 1)2
4 4 2
Tx + oy R” 4 1
fx fy fx fy
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Note that f only depends on R; Z does not enter. This is
the Second Approximation Step.

Dividing numerator and denominator of the statistic z by
4012 +d22, we obtain

& -W/A0xE + oy?
V(sx? + 8y2)/ (042 +0G y2)

The denominator is approximately distributed as I.Z/f and
hence we now have the appropriate denominator statistic for
non-central t. The numerator is normally distributed with mean

’ux - iLy and variance

o'xz + 0—y2

Ny Ny

0x2 + 0'y2

Hence z is approximately distributed as a constant times non-
central t, with f degrees of freedom, and

0x2 + 0 y2
z 0 x2 Gyz
+
N, N,

is approximated distributed as non-central t with f degrees of
freedom and non-central parameter

S = Mx - Ay 0 x?2 + ay2
[0.2 + 032 | ox2  oy2

N, "N

X y

Now if we define N as

G’x2+0'y2= R +1

0'x2+ 6}’2 ._R.+1_.

Nx Ny Nx Ny

N =
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(N only depends on R) we have that the statistic z vN is
approximately distributed as non-central t with f degrees of
freedom and non-central parameter

§ = (Mx + Uy) IV

Jckz + qyz

We see that, to this point, while the introduction of the
equation for f (the degrees of freedom) did involve an approxi-
mation (the second approximation step), the introduction of N
was purely a symbolic convenience. It did not introduce
another approximation.

C.4.5 Recapitulation. Thus, if we know the true pdpula—
tion variance ratio

R = 05;2/ 0.y2

we can compute f and N as given above. Substitution of these
values into the technique described in Part C.2 will give
an excellent approximate confidence interval.

C.4.6 The Third Approximation Step. However, R, the
true population variance ratio is not known, and it is neces-
sary to resort to a Third Approximation Step. We replace R
by R, the sample variance ratio,

Sx

in the equations for f and N. Call the results f and N.
That is

F = # + 1)2 _ (5?2 + %yz)z
Ted atLy
¥y tx fy
N = R+1 - sx? + sy2
_E.‘..L sz Syz
Nx Ny B~ —ﬁ;
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Using these approximations to £ and N, we have obtained
the confidence intervals given in Part C.3.3.

C.4.7 Additional Comments. These approximate confidence
intervals appear to be entirely satisfactory for this applica-
tion. One possible check is to note the effect of a change in
R on the answer. If it is negligible, then clearly the third
approximation step is quite good (the first two have been shown
to be very good). If we try doubling R or halving K in the
example given, the effect on the confidence interval is quite
small, so we can be quite confident in the confidence interval
obtained.

However, this check does not work both ways; even if the
effect of doubling R or halving it is large, the approximate
confidence intervals may be quite correct.

C.5 Assumptions of Statistical Independence and Normality

To summarize the content of this section, ocne must con-
sider the estimate, p, of successful operation and the con-
fidence interval about it, given in Parts C.1 to C.4, as
figures of merit. It appears that they are quite satisfactory
figures of merit.

C.5.1 Reviewing the previous paragraphs, we see that in
addition to the three approximation steps described above in
part C.4, we have made two other assumptions: statistical
independence and Normality. We have assumed that the distri-
butions of x, the material strength and y, the applied load
stress, are statistically independent. This seems to be quite
approprlate within the accuracy of the kind of data we are
using. It is hard to see how x and y can be correlated; about
the only possibility is that certain atmospheric conditions
affect both x and y, but even here it is probable that the
distribution of x-y is not affected.

C.5.2 A more disturbing assumption is that the difference
X-y is Normally Distributed. That is, we assume that the
probability that x-y is 'larger than W is

o2
e- (t-43)2 /2042
V2] 0
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This means that if we can approximate the two constants ‘*d and
0 4, we can compute any probability.

In many statistical problems, careful examination has
shown that the answers are quite insensitive to Normality,
so that the assumption of «n underlying Normal Distribution
may be warranted since, even marked deviations from Normality
will only slightly affect the results. However, this occurs
only near the center of the distribution; it surely does not
apply when we are trying to estimate proportions far .out in’
the tails. A distribution can be satisfactory approximated
by a Normal Distribution for the central 90%, but may differ
quite markedly beyond the 95% point.

It is quite dubious whether we can estimate the 2 in 100,000
point by samples of 69 and 11 observations which seem to be
equivalent to less than 18 pairs of measurements of x-y. To
project to the 0.00002 point, we use the Normal Distribution.

But to check the correctness of this we clearly need at least
100,000 observation pairs.

Thus, it is very clear that the estimate of failure rate
is very dependent on the assumption of Normality. However, it
will not be possible to obtain 100,000 observation pairs, so
our answer is a good current guess and is surely an excellent
figure of merit, as is the corresponding confidence interval.

C.5.3 However, the approximations made can be shown to
be fairly good. 1If the method for obtaining the estimate p
is examined, we note that there was an intermediate step in
which AL 4/ 0°q was estimated from

[62 + s %

Now z, the estimated of .ugq/ 0 ¢, is a typical statistic
of the kind described at the beginning of this section. It
is very robust, that is its distribution is quite insensitive
to Normality; or, to put it another way, its distribution is
insensitive to the true underlying population. (Even this
small effect is easily taken into account; it is primarily
depindent on the deviation of the fourth central moment from
30 %) The confidence interval on z is more dependent on
the underlying population, but is still fairly insensitive.
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The sensitivity to Normality arises in converting to the
corresponding proportion by the transformations

(=4

J2X

~Z

Here, the Normal assumption is directly involved. If
we know the shape of the underlying population and it was not
Normal, we would use another transfcrm, not the above Normal
one. That is, if we had enough data tc determine the shape
of the underlying population (say 100,000 pairs of observations),
then we could obtain a much better estimate of P by calculating
a more appropriate transformation from z or perhaps even from
X~y and vsx4 + Sy2. '

Thus, if we wish to estimate P, the true proportion of
successes, the error due to the Normality assumption may be
(and presumably is) much larger than the errors due to all the
other assumptions and approximations.. Hence our conclusion
that the estimate p and its corresponding confidence interval
can only be looked on as appropriate figures of merit for
evaluation or comparison. The estimate p is the figure of
merit relating to performance; the confidence interval gives
some sense of the effect of sampling errors on this figure of
merit.

C.5.4 1t may also be seen that since the estimate z and
the confidence interval about it are robust (that is, insensi-
tive to deviations from Normality in the underlying population),
they could be used as figures of merit used. Consideration
should be given to this concept in future work.
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There is an intermediate position possible which states
that since p and z are mathematically related by
)

-t2/2
P = € - dt
JZN

~Z

we have that z is a monotone function of p (and vice versa),
so that if only p is given, we can still compute z. Hence,
the use of p computed this way as a figure of merit is the
same as using z as a figure of merit. Therefore, we can look
on the use of p, computed as above from z when we do not know
the true underlying population, as really being equivalent to
the use of z as a figure of merit.

C.6 - .Tables of Percentage Points of the Non-Central t-Distribution

The following tables of the Percentage Pcints of the Non-
Central t-Statistic are reproduced from pages 383 through 389
of Reference 17. / To develop the plots presented in Figures
4, 5, and 6 of Section 4, the confidence coefficient has been
taken as 1.0 - € . The conversion from the p of the tables to
the K of Figures 4, 5, and 6 and equation 14 of Section 4.3.1
{see paragraph C.2.10 of this appendix) is given on page 3 of
Reference 17: ,

P K
.2500 0.674490
.1500 1.036433
.1000 1.281552
.0650 1.514102
.0400 1.750686
.0250 1.959964
.0100 2.326348
.0400 2.652070
.0025 2.807034
.0010 3.090232

*/  The copyright notice of Resnikoff and Lieberman, Tables of
the Non-Central t-Distribution, Stanford Unlver51ty Press,
1957, states: "Reproduction in whole or in part is permltted
for any purpose of the United States Government."
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PERCENTAGE POINTS OF t, THE NON-CENTRAL +-STATISTIC. THE ENTRIES IN THE TASLE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT P [1/\/f>x)=¢

{ is the number of degrees of freedom: the non<entrality parameter is VF + | Kp.
Kp is the standsrdized normal deviate exceeded with probability p.

DEGREES OF FREEDOM 2

PN 95 9 95 90 .15 .20 .23 .10 .08
<2500 |-2.173 -l.MTh  -.828 .02 .378 98T 1.793 3.187  h.6%
1500 | -.876  -.m5 116 318 827 1.7k 2.538 b330 6.337
1000 | -.328 -.087 .10 .65 1.117 1.83% 3.063 5.215 - 7.542
.06%0 .033 216 695 898 1,386 2.18% 13.5T1 6.037 8.708
.0hOD .39 9 882 1.132 1.65% 2.5 h.09s 6.885 9.921
0250 21 661 1.072 1.3 1.888 2.8k2 A.%62 7.686 11.006
.0100 823 996 1.38% 1.667 2.291 3.386 5.364 8.990 12.92h
20000 | 1.057 1.196 1.6M8 1.9% 2.645 3.868 6.118  10.193 1.6k
<0025 | 160 1.305 1.7 2.091 2.812 A.098 6.869 10.768 15.M66
w0010 | 1.35¢ 1.M98 1.992 2.3 3.116 A7 7.110 1.820 16.971
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 3
PN| 995 .99 .9 9% .75 % .23 .10 .05
250 |-1.080 -..TTh -.194 .0h2  .bh08 853  1.M% 2.2T 3.024
.1500 -.3% -.168 .293 A58 820 1.320 2.0M6 3.099  h.06h
L1000 | -.008  .1M2 .53 712 1.089 1.638 2.8k 3.680  ,,0807
.08%0 257 387 .18 L9kl 1.340 1.942 2.867 207 9,929
.0h00 M7 606 A9%3 1.166 1.990 2.2%1 3.281 .81 6.211
.02%0 667 .T83  1.13% 1.3%5 1.810 2.%F 3.6 5.35%  6.94%
.0100 W7  1.067 1.h39 1.680 2,189 3.003 h.502 6.218 68.11
0000 | 1.179 1.302 1.700 1.963 2.922 3.029 A.86h 7.108 9.19%
0025 | 1.286 1.M0 1.322 2.009 2.680 3.631 95.162 1.%06 9.707
L0010 | 1.069 1.602 2.0M1 2.335 2.967 h.000 5.670 8.231  10.6M1
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 4
IR ) 99 B 0 TS P .25 10 .08
.2500 | -. 700 -.900 -.07h 18 A9 801 1.208 1.898 2,403
.1900 | -.1h2 -.00h .33 .50 .82k 1.2 1.821 2.5 3.226
.1000 | 186 266 .980 .T95 1.083 1.%8% 2.193 3.066 3.809
.06% | .38 90 .97 97T 1.32% 1.829 2.9 3.53  b.376
.0h0O { 990 698 1.007 1,195 1.%8 2,119 2.919 M08 h.96
0090 | .766 869 1.186 1.303 1.780 2.3T5 3.7 MM 5.M87
.0100 [1.038 1.1M8  1.M08 1.70M 2.108 2,826 3.82% 5.217 6.M9
.00MD [1.269 1.30%  1.7W 1.98F 2.0T2 3.223 Mh.3N2 5.908 7.25
L0023 11376 1.2 1.870 2.116 2.626 3.M12 4,388 6.21 T.6%5
.0010 {1.966 1.688 2.09¢ 2.3% 2.906 3.T%9 3.039 6.813 8.386
DEGREES OF FREEDOM §
p < 995 . .9 .90 TS % 25 .10 .05 .al .00%
2900 | <. 099 - 36 .003 .170 M3 780 1.9 1.687 2.076 3124 3.6%
.1900 | -.018 .097 .9 N9 .83 1.203 1.690 2.300 2,790 h119  b.800
.1000 N7 N0 6% T8 1.08% 1.M90 2.037 2.732 3.293 M8&9 5.62%
06% N7 966 843 1,007 1.321 1.76h 2370 3.1 3.7 5.%%  6.M8
000 | .669 765 1.0 1.222 1.999 2.0 2.712 3.980 5209 6.230 T7.2%
.029% .88 9N 1.228 1.009 1.768 2.208 3.7 ).966 MTh3 6.887 8.000
L0100 | 111 1.23 1.5 1.729 2.1 2.T20 3.953 A.6A7 5.503 8.03% 9.3%0
L0000 | 1.301 1.4% 1.791  2.008 2.M¥ 3.103 4.033 5.298 6.365 9.067 10.%3
L0003 | 1,090 1.9 1.9 2.1%0 2,600 3.206 Mh.26e 5.9% 6,610 9.9 11.100
.0000 | 1.640 1.760 2.1% 2.9 2076 3.9 M».68L 6.006 7.203 10.0% 12.)%0
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PERCENTACE POINTS OF ¢, THE NON-CENTRAL +-STATHTIC. THE. ENTRIES IN THE TANLE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT v [tA/F> 3] me
f is the number of degreds of fresdom; the non-centrality perameter is VI + 1 K.

K, hhs“dlﬁWMhMMlilwp.m“m“

pN| 9 .» .9 .90 719 K] 29 .0 09 Q 009
29500 [ -.370 -5 0% .28 A% 7@ 187 1.9 1.0 2@ .0
900! .09 170 A 9 83T 1A 1003 2180 2.9 3.PT L0666
000 | 380 A 68 &5 1.007 1A% 1.9% 290 29% LIS A7
0690 .5%0 680 A9 1081 1.3 1.7 5.3 R.906 3.0 Y 93.50%0
00| 789 .0M0 1.006 1.0 1.9% 1.9 8.9 3.90% 3017 .M 61D
009 | 895 .07 1.868 1.0 L1.763 2.09% .06 3.660 N7 3.0 6.T19
000 | 1,069 1887 1.9 LR aam 2.6 3.377 M0 5.3 6.5 7.0
.00M0 | 1.008 1.90% 1.088 2.031 2.437 3.009 3033 MO 5.6 1.3 8.9
0009 | 1.1 1.7 1.9% 2.6 237 303 4O0® 3286 5977 S.233 9.9
0010 | 2.703 1.88 2179 £2.003 2.060 3.7 AMS 3.8 527 9.47 19.8%
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 7
p 8] 995 .99 . .0 .13 . 5 0 .03 . .09
4900 | -.800 -170 .01 .28 A0 W 1.000 1.0% - 1.789 208 2.7%
1900 | 138 ek AT0 608 AR 1,19 1% 1.99% 2.3 3.8 3.600
000 | .376 AM60 700 837 1.0 1.029 1.860 2.3/ 2760 3737 A
0630 .98 .666 M0 1.0 1.3 1.690 R.160 2.7I7 3.iTS 3219 M5O
LO0MO| .79 .86 119 1.866 1.9% 1.9% 200 3.1 3.9 AR SARN
0890 | .93 1.0 1.293 1A% 1.7 2158 2.760 3.0 3.980 35.30 5.98)
L0100 | 1.208 1.2 1.996 1.77TR 2.117 2.600 3.2% AM.O0M M.6% 6.2 6979
L0000 | 1.093 1.933 1.860 2.0 2.4 2970 3.681 M6 860 0L T.0%
0088 | 1.961 1.665 1.900; 2.184 2,980 3.M 3900 L0830 5.9% 7.508 8.2
0000 | 1.799 1.868 2.210 £2.485 2,092 3.063 M.28% 5.297 6.079 8.0 9.0
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 8
P 995 . .9 .90 R %0 .29 .10 .05 .a .008
L2900 | .22 -.a13 138 263 A9 .Th0 1.0M 1.3 1.60%9 2.21 2.M8%
1900 | 286 270 M8 6eh .09 1.1% 1.0 1.900 £.199 2.9% 3.369
000 | A28 %1 .TRT .87 1.095 1.0 1.805 2.262 2.603 3.0 3.8%
.06%0 666 .70% 93 1.0 1.306 1.660 2.1008 2.612 2.993 3.9 A3
.0M00 | 822 L9601 1.21M 1.8 1.9 1.9% 2.008 2.972 3398 MM A.97
009 | 985 1.069 1.119 1.470 1.Me , 2.16e 2.680 3.29% .79 M0 3.A%
L0100 | 1.26¢ 1.390 1.6e3 1.790 2.6 2.9%8 319 3.86e AW 3.6  6.3%
L0000 | 1.097 1.993 1.009 2.0T1 2.029 2.929 3.99% A.3TR M.967 6.4%0 7.1%
0025 [ 1.608 1.706 2.013 2.200 2.9 310 3.7 LS S.2u 6.300 7.9
L0010 | 1.506 1.912 2.200 2.3 2.5 303 sl S5.000 S3.7M T.M0 8.2%
OEGREES OF FREEDOM 9
Py 99 .» K] .90 K] .90 25 .10 .08 .a 00|
.2%00 | -.158 ..068 166 283 07 IR O1.06 1.325 1.9 2,060 2.29)
%0 | 209 L3077 .2 .6h2 8% 1.2 1.09T 1.827 2.099 2.T37 3.0
.1000 | A9  .33% .70 .8T3 1.100 1.6 1.761 R.ATT 2.M2 3.2 3.9
00% | 663 .1M7 958 1.087 1.329 1.6%0 2.053 2.9 2.89 3.618 h.0%
.0MO0 896 93 1,166 1.30 1.960 1.910 2,351 2.863 .M M1 A2
0290 | 1.020 1.200 1.5 1086 1.763 2.1 2.607 3A7s 3.996 A.997  5.0%
0100 | 1.298 1.38 1.667 1.807 2.016 2.5 3.005 3.723 Mh.ag6 5.3 5.88)
L0000 |1.93 1.630 1,084 2,000 2.429 2.098 3,903 M.2ih ATHA  6.034 6.6
-0023 | 1.607 1.7%6 2.0 2.222 2.9T7T 3.060 3.7028 A.M8 5.009 6.3%0 T.000
L0000 | 1.007 1.990 2.267 2060 2.006 3.370 A.067 ABT9 .MM  6.960 7.6%
384
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PERCENTAGE POINTS OF ¢, THE NOM-CENTRAL ¢STATISTIC. THE ENTRIES IV, THE TALE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT Pr [¢/\/I>x):=a

£ is the number of degrees of freedorn; the non-ceritrality parameter is VT + 1 Kp.
Kp is the standardized normal deviate excesded with probability p pecrers oF FREEDOM 10

PN 995 . .95 .90 ™ .30 .29 .10 .08 .a .008
2500 [ -1 -.008 187  .30L  .Mh  .T2T 993 1.279 1.h80 1.98F 2.1%
%0 ] .68 L3388 %3 657 861 L.08  1.A27 1.768 2.3 2.905 2.8A2
0000 | 092 .%6A  .T70 888 1.06 1.3 1.726 2,010 2.386 3.038 3.3%
0% | .693 .766 918 1102 1332 1.6% 2.002 2.3 2787 3.A  3.809
,oho0 | 888 962 1.183 1.313 1.%3 1.3 2.306 2.77T7 3.119 3.935 A. 30
.02%0 | 1.0% 1.1 1.3 1.50 1.765 Z.i2n 2,567 3.079 3.0%3 M35 kT
0100 | 1.332 1.815 1.668 1.822 2.118 2.919 3.026 3.612 A.0M 5.068 5.53
L00M | 1.571 1.660 1.9% 2,108 2,829 2.873 3.037 AM.0B9 K968 .Mb  6.237
L0029 | 1.68% 1.7TT7 2.063 2.2 2.977 3.0M 3.632 4.6 AM.8&0 6.5 6.983
L0010 | 1.886 1.98%5 2.292 z.MlL 2.8M 3.3 3.990 A.T35 5.282 6.991 7.200
' DEGREES OF FREEDOM 1

p U 95 .» .95 .90 RS .%0 .23 .10 .03 .l 005
.2%00 | -.077 .00 .208 .6 .500 TR 978 1.281  1.h27 1.8%  2.03
.1500 296 .3 %61 670 865 1.111 1.2 1.720 1.9 2.M6F 2.604
2000 | .520 .0 788 .30 1.108 1.375 1.696 2.053 2.308 2.896 3.1%8
,06%0 T2 91 995 1.11h  1.336 1.625 1.979 2.379 2.6%9  3.320 3.619
.0NOO .91h 988 1.200 1.326 1.566 1.880 2.268 2.705 3.020 3.7T99  M.090
0250 | 1.079 1.1% 1.380 1.5% 1.768 2.106 2.525 3.000 3.3h3 b.1b5  A.309
‘0200 | 1.361 1.8M1 1.688 1.83% 2.120 2.5 2.978 3.521 .91k  5.839 5.2%0
00N | 1.602 1.689 1.957 2.119 2.3 2.8% 3.382 3.986 A.A235 .02 5.92)
0023 | 1.719 1.806 2.08% 2.2%53 2.7 3.019 3.57% K209 K670 5.T57 6.2%
000 | 1.919 2.007 2.1k 2.096 2.887 3.325 3.927 4.87 35.018 6.300 6.833
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 2

p <] 999 . .95 .90 .15 .%0 .23 .10 .08 . .00%
+29500 | -.Obb .on 226 .39 506 T8 957 1.209 1.383 1.7T2 1.9%
1500 322 359 ST 682 870 1.105 1.8 1.680 1.890 2.38 2.975
1000 A5 .612 .803 913 1.112 1.367 1.672 2.007 2.283 2.786  3.0Q7
.08% N A8 .00 1026 1.339 1.66 1.9%1 2,32 2.9895 3.9 3.438
000 LOM 1.010 1.217 1.340 1.969 1.869 2.237 2.666 2.937 3.613 3.910
0% | 1,106 1.178 1.397 1.9 1.TT0 2.09% 2.W50 2.93% 3.253 3.991 M.320
L0100 | 1.987 1.066 1.705 1.8 2.122 2.6 2.937 3.M5 3.808 8.655 5.029
.00k | 1.631 1.75 1.973 2.132 2.833 2.83% 3.3 3.9m K307 3.2%0 5.67%
0029 | 1.785 1.833 2.103 2.267 2.580 3.000 3.326 A1y b3S 5.537  3.988
L0000 | 1.990 2.0Mv 2,335 2.%1 2.8 3.305 2.47% M8 M98 6.06M  6.3%0
DECREES OF FREEDOM 13

p¢] 999 9 93 90 3 0 .25 a0 .03 .a1 .008
250 | -.013 .0%% .2k .3 Sl . .75 .9é3 1.182 1,33 1.707 1.862
+1500 .38 A1 9 693 LB7h 1.099 1.362 1.63 1.882 2.205 2.076
+1000 .968 631 a7 923 1.119 1.360 1.6% 1.967 2,188 2,690 2.91
06% | 766  .833 1.023 1.137 1.3h2 1.608 1.927 2.276 2.323 3.085  3.3%
LMo | .962 1.030 1.232 1.3 1.572 1.860 2210 2.%95 2.868 ).Mg2 3.766
005 | 1,128 1.200 1.82 1.537 1.773 2.083 2.M1  2.879 3.176 3.85%  H,198
0100 | 1.811 1.M89 1.722 1.86 2.12% 2.4Th 2,902 3.380 3.720 4.500 ».8%
000 | 1.637 1.738 1.992 2,143 2.435 2.8 3.297 3.829 ».207 3.079 5.M@
0025 [1.769 1.857 2.120 2.279 2.982 2.986 3.483 M.0M2 MMM 5.3% 5.7
L0000 |2.978 2.0 2.353 2.3 2.0m 3.200 3.829 4.03) 2067 9586 6.31)
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PERCINTAGE POINTS OF t, THE NON-CENTRAL +-STATISTIC. THE ENTRIES IN THE TANE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT Pr [t/vi>x)=e

£ is the number of degrees of freedom; the non<entrality parameter is VT + | K.

K is the standsrdized normal deviate exceeded with probability P-oecreEs OF FREEDOM 14

P N 998 .99 9 .90 15 .50 2%  .lo .08 .01 .00%
.250 | 009 .07 2%  .3% .6 .2 .93 1.3 1.3z 1.6%2 1.79%6
-1500 | 365 k30 .60% 703 878 1095 1M 1.9 1.800 2.22h 2,399
.1000 | .987 652 8% 2933 1.9 135 1.6 1.932 2.M 2.609 2.812
<065 [ .788  .832 1.038 1.1 1.345 1600 1.906 2.2 2.9 2.993 3.22
-OM0 [ ,983 1.0 1,243 1.30 1.57% 1.89% 2.166 2.9% 2.808 3.3  3.6M2
-02% | 1,150 1.9 1423 1.5h 1.TM6 2.07h  2.439 2.8 3110 3.7h2  h.016
-0100 | 1.832 1.508 1.7 1.871 2.127 2.663 2.873 3.325 3.68h .32 4690
-00 | 1.678 1,762 2.008 2.1% 2.437 2.809 3.23 3.766 4.122 h.93%  35.290
<0003 | 1.795  1.879 2.137 2.201 2.58F 2.9T3 3.M 3977 .30 5.206 5.9Th
-0010 | 2.008 2.09% 2.370 2.537 2.853 3.27h  3.790 4.363 L. 769 5.700 6.100
DEGREES OF FREEDOM 15§
p | 995 .9 95 .90 .75 0 .25 10 .08 .0 .003.
.2%0 | .031 .096 269 2361 . 520 109 920 1.137 1.283 1.608 1.737
L1500 | .388 k7 817 ‘M2 881 1,061 1.333 1.589 1.76k 2,15k 2.318
21000 | 606 668 .8l2 .52 1.122 1.3% 1.617 1.9 2.099 2.939 2.7
.065 | ,8O7 868 1.0%0 1.15% 1.3%8 1.%95 1.888 2,208 2,823 2.91% 3.12h
.Ok00 | 1,002 1,065 1.297 1.365 1.577 1.8a5 2.166 2.513 2.7%%  3.300  3.33%
.02% {1,168 1.23% 1.538 1.957 1.778 2.087 2.k2 2.789 3.053 3.6M6 3,900
.0100 | 1.hSk  1.527 1.769 1.881 2.129 2.A5h 2.8M 3.276 3.577 5.2% §.95%0
.00k | 1.702 1.781 2.022 2.167 2.4k0 2.798 3.233 3.712 h.0h7 K809  5.1M
.0025 | 1.807 1.900 2.152 2.302 2.%87 2.952 3.M18 3.919 k.2T2 5.0690 5.k2
.0O010 | 2,029 2,117 2.386 2.%8 2.8% 3.260 3.7%6 h.301 h.683 5.9%0 5.929
DECREES OF FREEDOM 16
» NI 995 .9 .95 .90 T .50 .25 .10 .08 .a 008
.2%00 | .082 113 .280 .370 L9528 7 910 1.18 1.2%8 1.%6 1.6%%
1500 | b0 MGR 628 720 886 1,087 1.3 1.%66 1.7T33 2,100 2.298
-1000 | 622 682 053 990 1.129 1.3% 1.60 1.8 2.083 2.9 2.6
.06% | .823 .883 1.061 1.8 1.351 1.990 1.872 2.173 2.382  2.8M  3.0M
-ObOO 1 1.007 1.081 1,290 1.37@ 1.980 1.839 2.147 2.080 2.710 3.226 3.803
-02% 1 1.186 1.2953 1.4% 1.9%66 1.7A1 2,060 2.392 2.7%) 3.003 3.963 3.800
-Ql00 | 1.ATh  1.383 1.762 1.891 2.132 2.M6 2,823 3.233 3.%20 hA6R2 AN
.00k | I"T20 1.800 2.0 2.177 2.8k2 2.789 3.207 3.666 3.982 4.700 5.010
-000% [1.537 1.920 2.165 2.312 2.309 2.9% 3.390 3.869 A.208 h.99% 5.2080
.0010 [ 2,080 2,137 2.601 2.9 2.8%58 3.290 3.7 A.205 K609 SA0 3.TI8
DECREES OF FREEDOM 17
» 4 999 .9 .95 .90 TS .50 .25 .10 .05 .a .00%
.2%00 | .069 127 291 .378 527 705 901 1.102  1.23%9 1.9 1.643
21500 | A9 AP 637 .72 .887 1.088 1.310 1.3 1.70M 2.0%  2.200
.1000 | 637 .97 863 997 1.128 1.3 1.589 1.0% 2.0 2429 2.9
.06% | .837 .898 1.070 1.a71 1.35h 1.586 1.857 2.07 2.3W% 2.78¢  2.970
.Oh00 {1.033 1.096 1.279 1.356 1.382 1.83 2.1 2.3 2.669 131.1% 3.3
.02% {1,208 1.267 1.060 1.97h 1.76% 2,05 2.379 2.720 2.9%8 3.M6 3.71)
.Ql00 [1.090 1.%1 1.773 1.899 2.13% 2439 2.808 3.196 3.068 A.076 A.335
.O0M | 1.739 1817 2.0 2.186 2.0 2,700 3086 3620 3.929 .60  A.B3)
-0009 {1.05% 1.938 2.178 2.322 2.99¢ 2.983 3.366 3.00 A.1M3 M85 5.160
.0010 | 2.069 2.157 2.M139 2.570 2.060 3.2a1 3.699 AL.196 Ay .7 5.6%
»
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PERCENTAGE POINTS OF ¢, THE NON-CEINTRAL +-STATISTIC. THE ENTRIES IN THE TABLE
CIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT Pr {t//i>x)=¢

f is the number of dugrees of freedom; the non<centrality parameter is VF + | K.
Kp is the standirdized normal deviate exceeded with probability p.

DECREES OF FREEDOM l_!

WADD

P> 995 .99 .95 .90 .3 .0 .25 .10 .05 .0L .00%
2500 | .083 .MM .301 385  .sn  .703 .89 1.087 1.215 1.A90  1.603
1900 | LA .,88 Ea7 136 890 1.082 1.300 1.526 1.679 2.012 2.1%0
L1000 | L6958 .10 .82 .96F  1.13 1.338 1.578 1.8 2.002 2.3718 2.9%
.06%0 833 S 1.080 178 1.3% 1.582 1.8M  2.123 2.313 2.7 2.909
L0800 | 1.050 1.109 1.209 3.393 1.%85 1.829 2.117 2.3 2.633 3.097 3.204
025 | 1.219 1.281 1.070 1.%81 1.786 2.09 2.3% 2.600 2.918  3.420 3.637
0100 | 1.506 1.57%6 1.78% 1.907 2.13 2.h32 2.78k 3.162 3.k22 4,000 k.2k3
.00kD [ 1.798 1.832 2,060 2.195 2.7 2.77h  3.163 3.383 3.873 k.86 . h.793
0025 1 1.873  1.9%  2.190 2.331 2.%4 2.9 3.3 3.78k K089 A.T66  5.0%
.0010 | 2,088 2.17h 2,428 2.579 2.863 3.232 3.675 Ah.152 h.kBk 5.217 5.%33
DECREES OF FREEDOM 19
P $ 995 .99 93 .90 .15 .50 .25 .10 .05 .01 .00%
2500 102 1% .310 392 B-x1} 02 887 1.073 1.197 1.M81 1.370
1500 | M8 502 .65  .Th1 893 1.079 1.291 1.%09 1.657 1.975%  2.107
1000 | 665 .22 .80 .91 1.133 1.33% 1.%8 1.811 1.976  2.33% 2,887
.06% | .866 923 . 1,089 1,185 1.3% 1.978 1.833 2.1a1 2.288 2.682 2.8%
LOMOO 1 1,063 1.122 1.298 1.h00 1.987 1.829 2.10h 2.398 2.600 3,082 3.22%
0250 | 1.230 1.29% 1.M80 1.3580 1.788 2.08kh 2.34h 2.66F 2.882 3.364 . 2,568
L0100 | 1.522 1.9%90 1.79% 1.919 2.139 2.k27 2.767 3.11 31.34 3.932 5.163
.00k0 | 1.TT6  1.889 2,071 2.203 2.Md9 2.767 3.1k 3.5 3.&6 5.042 b, 700
L0025 {1,891 1.970 2,202 2,3k  2.957 2.929 3.328  1.TM8 M.OMO b.68h 4,958
L0010 | 2,107 2.190 2.kh0 2.988 2.865 3.225 3.653 h.113 A.A31 5,133 S5.h3k
* DEGREES OF FREEDOM 20
p ] 9% .99 .95 .90 TS .50 .25 .10 .08 .ot .005
. 2500 poLy 167 .318 .398 .537 . 700 880 1,061 1.180 1.432 1.%937
+1500 460 .83 .663 JThT 896 1.077 1.282 1.h9% 1.636  1.980 2.068
1000 .5 .732 .888 977 1.135 1.332 1.958 1.793 1.9%2 2.296 2.2
.06% | .87%  .935 1.098 1.191 1.361 1.575 1.822 2.081 2.257 =2.6h0  2.800
.OhOO | 1,078 1.13 1,307 1.807 1.589 1.821 2,092 2.377 2.570 2,995 3.1m
0250 | 1.28b 1.307 1.889 1.%5 1.791 2.080 2.3 2.639 2.8% 3.3 3.50%
-0100 | 1.53% 1.604 1.808 1.923 2.1kl 2,b22 2.752 3.103 3.383 3.869  4.093
.00k | 1.780 1.863 2.080 2.211 2.h% 2.761 3.127 3.517 3.785 A.3T3 k.62
L0029 [ 1.909 1,984 2,212 2.3 2.%99 2.923 3.306 3.715 3.996 .61l  K.87%
L0010 | 2,323 2.206 2.M51 2.%97 2.868 3.218  3.633 k.OTT k.3 5.0% 5,33k
DECREES OF FREEDOM 21
P8 9% 99 95 90 .75 .% .25 .20 .03 .01 .05
2500 .12% 178 328 Y .539 .699 BT 1.0h9- 1.165 1.%08  1.5%08
,1500 YN 523 ST .7193 898 1.0 1.27% 1.k80 1.617 1.911 2.031
.1000 ,691 -T2 896 .983  1.138  1.330 1.%% 1.777 1.9 2.260 2.396
0650 .888 L98%  1.105 1.197 1.363 1.%72 1.812 2,063 2,233 2.600 2.7%
oMOC [ 1.086 1.145 1.3tk 1.M13 1.%92 1.818 2.081 2.3%6 2.5 2.950 3.119
02% | 1.2%8 1.318 1.7 1.602 1.793 2.0% 2.19 2.617 2.8 3.263 3.545
0100 | 1.9% 1.626 1.803 1.929 2.143 2.M17 2.738 3.078 3.309 3.01% ».027
.00b0 | 1.80 1.875 2.091 2.218 2.3 2.7 3.1 3.089 3.7h7 MO  .53%
002% | 1.926 1.999 2.223 2.39% 2.601 2.917 3.290 3.685 3.9% .5 .93
0010 | 2,180 2.221 2,M62 2.605 2.870 3.212 3.615 k.03 4,338  4.980 5.2%
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PERCENTAGE POINTS OF ¢, THE NON-CENTRAL -STATISTIC. THE ENVRIES IN THE TABLE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT Pr (¢/\/F>x]=a
f is the number of degrees of freedom; the noncentrality parameter is v/f + | Kp.
Kp is the standardized normal deviate exceeded with probabllity p.DE .
ECREES OF FREEDOM22
4

L4 999 99 .99 .90 e .50 .25 .10 .08 .Q .00%
2500 .133 190 332 .80 .%h2 658 868 1.0 109 1.3 1.8y
1900 .M80 5% 677 T8 900 1.073 1.268 1.M67 1.600 1.882 1.996
.1000 .703 T .903 988  1.140 1.328 1.%%2 1.763 1.911 2.228 2.362
.06%0 .903 9% 1.2 1,203 1.366 1.%9 1.803 2.0h7 2.211 2.%% 2.730
20MOO | 1,100 1.1% 1.322 1.M8 1.% 1.815 2,010 2.338 2.%19 2.905 3.071
02% | 1.209 1.%29 1..505 1.608 1.79% 2.032 2.308 2.%97 2.793 3.a7 3..,3
0100 | 1.963 1.627 1.822 1.93% 2.1 2.3 2.72%5 3.0% 3.278 3.763 3.968
«00h0 | 1.806 1.869 2.1001 2.22% 2.0% 2.7 3.097 3.3 3.Mm2 b.2%3 kM8
.00 | 1.9% 2.Q02 2.232 2.33 2.603 2.912 3.2 3.6% 3.919 [W Y. 3 8. 729
L0000 | 2.157 2.23% 2.072 2.603 2.97T3 3.206 3.9%9 K013 4.298 k.9lk 5178

DEGREES OF FREEDOM 23

p 995 .99 95 90 T3 .50 .25 .10 .05 .01 .00%
2900 150 .20 339 (VG . Shiy &7 863 1.029 1.138 1.%65 1.897
.1%00 R ] .5h3 .68h 763 902 1.072 1.261 1.h95 1.%8h 1.8% 1.968
1000 | M2 .63 .10 .993 1.1a2 1.326 1.53% 1.7%9 1.893 2.200  2.327
06% 911 .96% 1.119 1.208 1.368 1.%67 1.79% 2.032 2.190 2.9 2.67%
ohoO | 1.108 1.165 1.329 1.A2% 1i.%6 1.812 2.060 2.321 2.496 2.873 3.032
%0 1.260 1.33¥ 1.3 1.3 1.797 2.029 2.298 2.979 2.7% 3.7 3.3%
L0100 | 1.579 1.638 1.830 1.942 2.1M8 2.009 2.713 3.033 3.249 3.716 3.912
L00h0 | 1.829 1.900 2,109 2.232 2.4% 2,787 3.084 3.439 3.680 »,203 [WANS
0029 |1.9%52 2.02k 2.2 2,369 2.606 2.908 3,260 3.633 3.88% k.h32  4.66h
0010 | 2,171 2.209 2.082 2.620 2.875 3.201 3.%8% 3.988 A.26) ».057 5.107

DEGREES OF FREEDOM 24
90 .15 .50 23 .10 .08 .0l .005
20 .57 .696 8% 1.020 1.126 1.386 1.837
) 768 905 1.070 1.2% 1.M 1.9%69 1.833  1.981
916 998 1.4k 2.326 1.3527 1.737 1.876 2.173 2.293
.23
1.829

+ 2200 1958
+1300 +303

99
209
3
1000 ™

0650 K1 137 :1.%65 1.787 2.7 21N 2.5%00 2.638
00O | 1.117 1.a7h  1.336 1.998 1.809 2.053 2.305 2.475 2.83% 2.991
029 | 1,291 1.3% 1.5%20 1.619 1.799 2.086 2.288 2.9%62 2.7% 3.1k0 3.305
0100 | 1.586 1.6%0 1.8 1.988 2.1% 2.h06 2.702 3.013 3.223 3.675 3.066
0060 | 1.8A2 1.912 2.117 g,z;a 2.060 2.783 3.072 3.M7 3.6% 5.193 5,361
00RS | 1.968 2.03 2.2%0 2.37% 2.608 2.903 3.288 3.609 1.8% 4,380 5.606
00l0 | 2.183 2.200 2.h91 2.627 2.8T7  3.197 3.9%9 3.962 8.226 4.803 -5.0MM

DECREES OF FREEDOM 29

» 993 99 ) .90 .15 .% .25 .10 N} .01 003
2900 .203 2y 3712 Ry ) 996 692 .839 983 1.0T7  1.270 1.386
19500 | .%o 85 n1 .8 913 1.06 1.211 1.399 1.%09 1.737 1.8
L1000 | .T99 809 .94 1.019 1.153 1.37 1.%00 1.685 1.808 2,066 2,167
.06% [ .960 1.002 1.15% 1.23 1.378 1.9% 1.7% 1.960 2.095 2.380 2.7
.0M0O | 1266 1.20h 1.365 1.051 1.607 1.799 2.18 2.282 2.390 2.70h 2.832
L0030 | 1,336 1.390 1.5% 1.662 1.808 2.015 2.250 2.092 2.6%33 2.99%% 3.133
L0100 [ 1.630 1.69%5 1.81 1973 2.1% 2.392 2.698 2.933 3.116 3.90% 3.665
L00M0 ! 1.8096 1.961 2.1% 2.266 2.070 2.727 3.022 3.327 3.9 3.96% §.139
0025 | 2.008 2.087 2.987 2.000 2.8 2.887 3.195 3.3 3.T29  h.183  h.3T2
L0010 | 2.2 2.15 2,511 2.657 2.888 3.270 3.%03 2.09 M09l A.S5O5  b.708
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PERCENTACE POINTS OF ¢, THE NON-CENTRAL +STATISTIC. THE ENTRIES IN THE TABLE
GIVE THE VALUES OF x SUCH THAT M (t/\/I>3s]=¢

£ is the number of degrees of freedom; the non-<entrality parameter is VF + | Kp.

Kyiis the standardized normal deviate exceeded with probability p

DECREES OF FREEDOM 34

P I ) .90 .3 .50 .25 .10 .08 0 008
2900 | .23 269 .393 AT .96k .690 826 9% 1.000 1.222 1.20
.1900 .68 L12 Bl 8ok .921 1.060 1.223 1,368 1.W6 1.669 1.7%
 +1000 .199 .838 965 1.035 1.160 1.1 1.kT9 1.6M7 1.7 1.98 2.0m7
0850 997 1.0 1.17 1.291 1.38 1.9% 1.733 1.918 2,039 2.293 2.39%
LMD | 1.200 1.208 1.3 1.8 1.6k 1.792 1.992 2,195 2.328 2.607 2.718
oe%0| 1,372 1.M28  1.57% 1.661 1.86 2.007 2.222 2.4kl 2,585 2.387 3.010
.00 | 1.673 1.7 1.89C 1.99% 2,167 2.382 2.626 2.87% 3.0 3.383 1.92k
L00h0 | 1.939 2,000 2.18) 2.208 2.9 2.6 2.986 3.261 3.M3 3.&"37 3.982
.00RS | 2.068 2.120 2.18 2.427 2.627 2.875 3.197 3.MM6  3.637 i, 0k0 &.205
0000 | 2.209 2.360 2.9%6% 2.682 2.897 3,165 3.471 3.78% 3.991 h.A28 4.60%
DEGREES OF FREEDOM_39
p] 995 .9 .95 90 .75 .50 .25 .o .05 .0 ,00%
2500 .265 .303 k1o 69 570 .688 .813 935 1l.012 1.169 1.232
.1500 .60k .6h% .75 817 2927 1.0%57 1.199  1.3%0 1.830 1.617 1.689
.1000 N -1 .86% .983 1.089 1.266 1,308 1.463 1.618 1.719 1.926 2.009
.0650 | 1.027 1.067 1.19% 1.265 1.392 - 1.5%% 1,715 1.88% 1.996 2.22% 2.318
L0800 | 1.229 1.275 1.k08 1.484 1.620 1.787 1.972 2.15%8 2,280 2.533 2.632
L02%0 [ 1,805 1.M53  1.%% 1.676 (.82 2.000 2.200 2.k01 2.%33 2.806 2.915
L0100 | 1,708 1.762 1.920 2.011 2.17Tk 2.37% 2.601 2.829 2.978 3.291 3.b1b
L0080 | 1.978  2.03k 2,207 2.306 2.86 2,708 2.958 3.210 3.376 3.724 3.861
L0025 | 2,102  2.162 2.3k3  2.hk7  2.634 2,866 3.127 3.393 3.%7  3.930 k.08
L0010 [ 2,330 2.397  2.%1 2.702  2.905 3.155 3.438 3.726  3.91% §.309 b W66 |
DEGREES OF FREEDOM
p -995 -99 .95 .90 .15 .50 .25 .10 .08 .01 .005
. 2500 .287 1) .29 k81 576 .686 .80k .918 .989 1.13% 1.191
.1500 .66 664 .T0 .828 .932  1.0%55 1.188 1.319 1.403 1.57% 1.6k0
.1000 846 .88 997 1.060 1.171 1.305 1l.4%1 1.%5 1.688 1.878 1.95
.06% | 1.0%0 1.0%2 1.210 1.277 1.397 1.5k2 1.701 1.8%9 1.961 2.172 2.255
L0M00 | 1,253 1.298 L.u2k  1.457 1.626 1.783 1.9% 2.129 2.2k2  2.M7k 2.%5%
0250 | 1,631 1.k77 1.612 1.690 1.828 1.996 2.183 2,370 2.491 2.743 2.86)
L0100 | 1.733 1.786 1.939 2.02% 2.180 2.9 2.581 2.793 2.930 3.227  3.330
L00K0 [ 2,006 2.062 2,228 2.322 2,492 2.701 2.93% 3170 . 3.323 3.6k - 3.768
002% | 2,133 2.192 2.36% 2.k63 2.6kl 2.8% 3.108 3.35% 3.511 3.8k 3.9
L0010 | 2.36%  2.428 2.613 2.720 2.912 3.148 3.413 3.679 3.85k h.215 k.361
QECREES OF FREEDOM
p & .995 .99 .95 .90 75 .50 .25 .10 .05 -0l -005
2500 06 Lia 438 Lug90 .580 685 796 .903 971 1.107  1.160
1500 [ .6es 681 .78  .837 .93 1.053 1.179 1.301 1.380 1.539  1.6®
.1000 .865 .902 1.009 1.070 1.176 1.302 1.kkO 1.576 1.663 1.839 1.909
L0650 [ 1.071  1.110 1.224 1,287 1.h02 1.%539 1.689 1.837 1.933 2.128 2.206
.ob00 | 1.275 1.317 1.438 1.%08 1.631 1.779 ' 1.983 2.105 2.210 2.426 2.510
025 [ 1.853 1.498 1.627 1,701 1.833 1.992 2.168 2.3k 2.L57 2.690 2.783
L0100 | 1.762 1.810 1.956 2.038 2.185 2.365 2.%64 2.763 2.892  3.15% 3.262
L00k0 | 2.033 2.085 2.285 2.336 2.498 2.696 2.917 3.137 3.280 3.574 3.690
L0025 | 2.160 2.217 2.383 2.477 2.647 2.8% 3.085 3.315 3.465 3.773 3.896
0010 | 2,394 2.45% 2.633 2.735 2.918 3.1k2 3.392 3.6k 3.804 4.138 L.2T1
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APPENDIX D

LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS CONSULTED

D.1 Military:

1.

Ammunition Engineering Branch
Industrial Engineering Division
Picatinny Arsenal

Dover, New Jersey

Airborne Systems Test Activity

Army Field Evaluation Agency

Quartermaster Research and Engineering Command
Yuma, Arizona -

Airborne Service Test Division
U. S. Army Airborne and Electronics Board
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

6511th Test Group (Parachute), USAF
Naval Auxiliary Air Station
El Centro, California

Functional Textiles Section
Textile Branch
Materials Laboratory

. Wright Air Development Division

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

Technical Services Branch

Clothing and Survival Equipment Division
Middletown Air Materiel Area

Olmsted Air Force Base, Pennsylvania

Textile Engineering Laboratory Branch

Textile, Clothing and Footwear Division
Quartermaster Research and Engineering Command
Natick, Massachusetts
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D.2 Industrial:

p—

1. Pioneer Parachute Cowmpany, Inc.
Manchester, Connecticut

» 2. Buser Silk Corporation
Paterson, New Jersey

3. Phoenix Trimming Company
Chicago, Illinois

4, Narricot Corporation
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

5. Bally Ribbon Mills, Inc.
Bally, Pennsylvania

6. Catalyst Research Corporation
Baltimore, Maryland

7. Hercules Powder Company
Wilmington, Delaware

8. Essex Mills, Inc.
Pawtucket, Rhode Island

9. Fox Specialty Co., Inc,.
Lowell, Massachusetts
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