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Culebra and Vieques are made available to 
the public. 

Authorization to institute a centralized, auto-
mated mail redirection system to improve the 
delivery of absentee ballots to military per-
sonnel serving outside the United States 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained a provision (sec. 352) that would au-
thorize the Secretary of Defense to transfer 
up to $4.5 million from defense-wide oper-
ation and maintenance to the Postal Service 
Fund for purposes of implementing the mod-
ernization of the U.S. Postal Service’s mail 
delivery system to improve the delivery of 
absentee ballots to military personnel serv-
ing outside the United States. 

The House bill contained no similar provi-
sion. 

The agreement does not include this provi-
sion. 

We understand that alternate funding has 
been used to modernize the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice’s mail delivery system to improve the de-
livery of absentee ballots to military per-
sonnel serving outside the United States. 

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL 
AUTHORIZATIONS 

SUBTITLE A—ACTIVE FORCES 

End strengths for active forces (sec. 401) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
401) that would authorize the following end 

strengths for active duty personnel of the 
armed forces as of September 30, 2014: Army, 
520,000; Navy, 323,600; Marine Corps, 190,200; 
and Air Force, 327,600. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 401). 

The agreement includes this provision. 

End strength levels for the active forces 
for fiscal year 2014 are set forth in the fol-
lowing table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request Recommendation FY 2014 
Request 

FY 2013 
Authorized 

Army ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 552,100 520,000 520,000 0 ¥32,100 
Navy ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 322,700 323,600 323,600 0 900 
Marine Corps .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 197,300 190,200 190,200 0 ¥7,100 
Air Force ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 329,460 327,600 327,600 0 ¥1,860 

DOD Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,401,560 1,361,400 1,361,400 0 ¥40,160 

Revisions in permanent active duty end strength 
minimum levels and in annual limitation on 
certain end strength reductions (sec. 402) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
402) that would establish the following min-
imum end strengths for active-duty per-
sonnel as of September 30, 2014: Army, 
520,000; Navy, 323,600; Marine Corps, 190,200; 
and Air Force, 327,600. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained no similar provision. 

The agreement includes the House provi-
sion with an amendment that would estab-
lish minimum active-duty end strengths for 
the Army of 510,000 and the Marine Corps of 
188,000, and would amend section 403 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2013 (Public Law 112–239) to increase 

the maximum annual reduction in end 
strength authorized by that section for the 
Army to 25,000 and for the Marine Corps to 
7,500. 

Minimum end strength levels for active- 
duty personnel for fiscal year 2014 are set 
forth in the following table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Recommendation FY 2013 

Army ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 542,700 510,000 ¥32,700 
Navy ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 322,700 323,600 900 
Marine Corps ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 193,500 188,000 ¥5,500 
Air Force ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 329,460 327,600 ¥1,860 

DOD Total ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,388,360 1,349,200 ¥39,160 

We note that continued fiscal constraints 
have forced the Army and the Marine Corps 
to alter their end strength reduction plans to 
reach their pre-sequester end strength tar-
gets of 490,000 for the Army and 182,100 for 
the Marine Corps by the end of fiscal year 
2015, 2 years before originally anticipated. In 
order to maintain a balance between end 
strength, readiness of the force, and mod-
ernization, we will support this altered re-
duction plan. However, we remain concerned 
that unfettered reductions in end strength 
will have a detrimental impact on force 
structure and, ultimately, operational mis-

sion capability and capacity among the serv-
ices, and harm the morale of the force. The 
services should be very cautious in their ef-
forts to further reduce the force to ensure 
that we do not break faith with those who 
continue to serve in the current conflicts, 
and those who have served our nation in war. 

SUBTITLE B—RESERVE FORCES 

End strengths for Selected Reserve (sec. 411) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
411) that would authorize the following end 
strengths for Selected Reserve personnel, in-
cluding the end strengths for reserves on ac-

tive duty in support of the reserves, as of 
September 30, 2014: the Army National Guard 
of the United States, 354,200; the Army Re-
serve, 205,000; the Navy Reserve, 59,100; the 
Marine Corps Reserve, 39,600; the Air Na-
tional Guard of the United States, 105,400; 
the Air Force Reserve, 70,400; and the Coast 
Guard Reserve, 9,000. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 411). 

The agreement includes this provision. 
End strength levels for the Selected Re-

serve for fiscal year 2014 are set forth in the 
following table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request Recommendation 

FY 
2014 
Re-

quest 

FY 2013 
Authorized 

Army National Guard .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 358,200 354,200 354,200 0 ¥4,000 
Army Reserve ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 205,000 205,000 205,000 0 0 
Navy Reserve ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 62,500 59,100 59,100 0 ¥3,400 
Marine Corps Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ 39,600 39,600 39,600 0 0 
Air National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 105,700 105,400 105,400 0 ¥300 
Air Force Reserve ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 70,880 70,400 70,400 0 ¥480 

DOD Total ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 841,880 833,700 833,700 0 ¥8,180 
Coast Guard Reserve ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 9,000 9,000 9,000 0 0 

End strengths for reserves on active duty in sup-
port of the reserves (sec. 412) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
412) that would authorize the following end 
strengths for reserves on active duty in sup-
port of the reserve components as of Sep-
tember 30, 2014: the Army National Guard of 
the United States, 32,060; the Army Reserve, 

16,261; the Navy Reserve, 10,159; the Marine 
Corps Reserve, 2,261; the Air National Guard 
of the United States, 14,734; and the Air 
Force Reserve, 2,911. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 412). 

The agreement includes this provision. 

End strength levels for reserves on active 
duty in support of the reserves for fiscal year 
2014 are set forth in the following table: 
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Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request 
Rec-

ommenda-
tion 

FY 
2014 
Re-

quest 

FY 
2013 
Au-

thor-
ized 

Army National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 32,060 32,060 32,060 0 0 
Army Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 16,277 16,261 16,261 0 ¥16 
Navy Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 10,114 10,159 10,159 0 45 
Marine Corps Reserve .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,261 2,261 2,261 0 0 
Air National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 14,765 14,734 14,734 0 ¥31 
Air Force Reserve ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,888 2,911 2,911 0 23 

DOD Total ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 78,365 78,386 78,386 0 21 

End strengths for military technicians (dual sta-
tus) (sec. 413) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
413) that would authorize the following end 
strengths for military technicians (dual sta-
tus) as of September 30, 2014: the Army Na-

tional Guard of the United States, 27,210; the 
Army Reserve, 8,395; the Air National Guard 
of the United States, 21,875; and the Air 
Force Reserve, 10,429. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 413). 

The agreement includes this provision. 

End strength levels for military techni-
cians (dual status) for fiscal year 2014 are set 
forth in the following table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request 
Rec-

ommenda-
tion 

FY 
2014 
Re-

quest 

FY 
2013 

Author-
ized 

Army National Guard 27,210 27,210 27,210 0 0 
Army Reserve ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 8,395 8,395 8,395 0 0 
Air National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 22,180 21,875 21,875 0 ¥305 
Air Force Reserve ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10,400 10,429 10,429 0 29 

DOD Total ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 68,185 67,909 67,909 0 ¥276 

Fiscal year 2014 limitation on number of non- 
dual status technicians (sec. 414) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
414) that would establish the following per-
sonnel limits for the reserve components of 
the Army and Air Force for non-dual status 

technicians as of September 30, 2014: the 
Army National Guard of the United States, 
1,600; the Air National Guard of the United 
States, 350; the Army Reserve, 595; and the 
Air Force Reserve, 90. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 414). 

The agreement includes this provision. 
Personnel limitations for non-dual status 

technicians for fiscal year 2014 are set forth 
in the following table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request 
Rec-

ommenda-
tion 

FY 
2014 
Re-

quest 

FY 
2013 
Au-

thor-
ized 

Army National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 1,600 1,600 1,600 0 0 
Air National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 350 350 350 0 0 
Army Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 595 595 595 0 0 
Air Force Reserve ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 90 90 90 0 0 

DOD Total ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,635 2,635 2,635 0 0 

Maximum number of reserve personnel author-
ized to be on active duty for operational 
support (sec. 415) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
415) that would authorize the maximum 
number of reserve component personnel who 

may be on active duty or full-time National 
Guard duty under section 115(b) of title 10, 
United States Code, during fiscal year 2014 to 
provide operational support. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 415). 

The agreement includes this provision. 

The maximum number of reserve compo-
nent personnel who may be on active duty or 
full-time National Guard duty under section 
115(b) of title 10, United States Code, during 
fiscal year 2014 is set forth in the following 
table: 

Service FY 2013 
Authorized 

FY 2014 Change from 

Request 
Rec-

ommenda-
tion 

FY 
2014 
Re-

quest 

FY 
2013 
Au-

thor-
ized 

Army National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 17,000 17,000 17,000 0 0 
Army Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 13,000 13,000 13,000 0 0 
Navy Reserve ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 6,200 6,200 6,200 0 0 
Marine Corps Reserve .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,000 3,000 3,000 0 0 
Air National Guard ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 16,000 16,000 16,000 0 0 
Air Force Reserve ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 14,000 14,000 14,000 0 0 

DOD Total ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 69,200 69,200 69,200 0 0 

SUBTITLE C—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Military personnel (sec. 421) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
421) that would authorize appropriations for 
military personnel at the levels identified in 
section 4401 of division D of this Act. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained an identical provision (sec. 421). 

The agreement includes this provision. 

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY 

SUBTITLE A–OFFICER PERSONNEL POLICY 
GENERALLY 

Congressional notification requirements related 
to increases in number of general and flag 
officers on Active Duty or in joint duty as-
signments (sec. 501) 

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 
501) that would amend sections 526 of title 10, 
United States Code, to reduce by 14 the total 
of the number of general and flag officers au-
thorized to be on active duty in the military 

services, and by 10 the number of general and 
flag officers authorized to be assigned to 
joint duty assignments. 

The Senate committee-reported bill con-
tained no similar provision. 

The agreement includes a provision that 
would amend section 526 of title 10, United 
States Code, to require the secretary of a 
military department to provide notice and 
rationale to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives whenever the secretary proposes 
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